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TUSCANIA 

 

Burchtorf, Fredrick W. 
1897 IN – 1959 WA 

 
 

 
Fredrick W. Burchtorf & wife Leilia – 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/categories/43/?name=fredrick+w_burchtorf&birth=189
7_indiana&death=1959_washington-usa_50 
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Fredrick W. Burchtorf & wife Leilia - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/103312814/person/160025705588/media/0de911d0-63e4-462c-8b75-

4a8c54b3509f?_phsrc=yGI3081&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/103312814/person/160025705588/media/0de911d0-63e4-462c-8b75-4a8c54b3509f?_phsrc=yGI3081&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/103312814/person/160025705588/media/0de911d0-63e4-462c-8b75-4a8c54b3509f?_phsrc=yGI3081&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/103312814/person/160025705588/media/0de911d0-63e4-462c-8b75-4a8c54b3509f?_phsrc=yGI3081&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/177046190/person/402302195932/media/70e2a19b-e5ea-

424a-98c2-605a8a54e2f2?queryId=70af8b45-7e4c-4033-b846-
e8fb972ad5ae&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx32708&_phs

tart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/177046190/person/402302195932/media/e0787620-07da-
4973-8def-6f362f977504?queryId=dfa9d96c-cad7-4682-b5ee-

461e5c1c97c3&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx32709&_ph
start=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/177046190/person/402302195932/media/70e2a19b-e5ea-424a-98c2-605a8a54e2f2?queryId=70af8b45-7e4c-4033-b846-e8fb972ad5ae&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx32708&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/177046190/person/402302195932/media/70e2a19b-e5ea-424a-98c2-605a8a54e2f2?queryId=70af8b45-7e4c-4033-b846-e8fb972ad5ae&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx32708&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/177046190/person/402302195932/media/70e2a19b-e5ea-424a-98c2-605a8a54e2f2?queryId=70af8b45-7e4c-4033-b846-e8fb972ad5ae&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx32708&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/177046190/person/402302195932/media/70e2a19b-e5ea-424a-98c2-605a8a54e2f2?queryId=70af8b45-7e4c-4033-b846-e8fb972ad5ae&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx32708&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/177046190/person/402302195932/media/70e2a19b-e5ea-424a-98c2-605a8a54e2f2?queryId=70af8b45-7e4c-4033-b846-e8fb972ad5ae&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx32708&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/177046190/person/402302195932/media/e0787620-07da-4973-8def-6f362f977504?queryId=dfa9d96c-cad7-4682-b5ee-461e5c1c97c3&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx32709&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/177046190/person/402302195932/media/e0787620-07da-4973-8def-6f362f977504?queryId=dfa9d96c-cad7-4682-b5ee-461e5c1c97c3&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx32709&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/177046190/person/402302195932/media/e0787620-07da-4973-8def-6f362f977504?queryId=dfa9d96c-cad7-4682-b5ee-461e5c1c97c3&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx32709&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/177046190/person/402302195932/media/e0787620-07da-4973-8def-6f362f977504?queryId=dfa9d96c-cad7-4682-b5ee-461e5c1c97c3&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx32709&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/177046190/person/402302195932/media/e0787620-07da-4973-8def-6f362f977504?queryId=dfa9d96c-cad7-4682-b5ee-461e5c1c97c3&searchContextTreeId=&searchContextPersonId=&_phsrc=cPx32709&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6716/images/i2284866-

00998?pId=7563913 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6716/images/i2284866-00998?pId=7563913
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6716/images/i2284866-00998?pId=7563913
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/2478451?tid=51297644&pid
=13778197559&queryId=f8ee6b3c-8fa5-4f92-9407-

f8f6c4528c30&_phsrc=cPx32727&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-
CQWM?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8X-

36W3&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/2478451?tid=51297644&pid=13778197559&queryId=f8ee6b3c-8fa5-4f92-9407-f8f6c4528c30&_phsrc=cPx32727&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/2478451?tid=51297644&pid=13778197559&queryId=f8ee6b3c-8fa5-4f92-9407-f8f6c4528c30&_phsrc=cPx32727&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/2478451?tid=51297644&pid=13778197559&queryId=f8ee6b3c-8fa5-4f92-9407-f8f6c4528c30&_phsrc=cPx32727&_phstart=successSource
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-CQWM?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8X-36W3&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-CQWM?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8X-36W3&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-CQWM?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8X-36W3&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
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https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/sources/L6P3-WYZ 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/sources/L6P3-WYZ
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“Longview (WA) Daily News” Monday 16 Nov 1959 p 13 

 
 
 

Life: 
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“Bend (OR) Bulletin” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“The Oregonian” (Portland OR) Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 4 
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Endorsement – left: “Oregon Daily Journal” 25 Dec 1918 p 11 and right” “Bellingham (WA) 

Herald” Monday 23 Sep 1918 p 8 
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12 
 

 
Excerpts – “The Oregonian” (Portland OR) Thursday 29 May 1919 p 1 
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“Colusa (CA) Sun-Herald” Thursday 11 Mar 1920 p 5 
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With 1st wife Dorothy Smith – “Fresno (CA) Morning Republican” Sunday 11 Jul 1926 p 8 

 
 
 
 

 
“Bend (OR) Bulletin” Wednesday 31 May 1939 p 8 
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“The Oregonian” (Portland OR) Monday 4 Jul 1955 p 1 

 
 

 
 

Wife Dorothy Alice Smith: 
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https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/sources/L6P3-WYZ 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/37678463 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/51297644/person/13778215862/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/37678463
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/51297644/person/13778215862/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61680/records/27948 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61680/records/27948
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61675/records/45202590 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61675/records/45202590
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“Fresno (CA) Bee” Sunday 29 Jun 1930 p 13 

 
 

 
Wife Leilia Rose Young Meloy 
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“The Oregonian” (Portland OR) Monday 26 Sep 1966 p 44 

 

 
Marriage license with Robert Meloy – “Sunday Oregonian” (Portland OR) Sunday 11 Sep 

1921 p 17 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5193/records/572235?tid=&pid=&queryId=
44e00d74-3b70-4e36-8fc8-4a1a9ba7b981&_phsrc=cPx32770&_phstart=successSource 

 
“Sunday Oregonian” (Portland) Sunday 9 May 1971 p 38 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/51297644/person/13778197559/facts?_phsrc=cPx32711&_phstart=succ
essSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/51297644/person/13778197559/facts?_phsrc=cPx32711&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/51297644/person/13778197559/facts?_phsrc=cPx32711&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/51297644/person/13778197559/facts?_phsrc=cPx32711&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2378/images/45654_B282512-
02122?pId=4462691 

 
 
 
 
 

Children by Dorothy Smith: 
 

 
Marriage license of son William Elvin (ne Burchtorf) Lowrey (1929-2004) – “Eugene (OR) 

Guard” Tuesday 13 May 1952 p 16 
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“Bend (OR) Bulletin” Saturday 24 May 1952 p 6 
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28 
 

 
“Roseburg (OR) News-Review” Saturday 1 Dec 1951 p 6 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62116/records/18044258?tid=&pid=&quer
yId=8f24fe29-48df-4d45-bb1a-

e461a4618c14&_phsrc=cPx32775&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Divorce of Catherine Louise Merk Gordon from Billy Joe Gordon - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61678/records/361519444 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61677/records/240700615 
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“Albany (OR) Democrat-Herald” Monday 16 Aug 1976 p 5 
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“Albany (OR) Democrat-Herald” Friday 20 Aug 1976 p 5 

 

 
“Lebanon (OR) Express” Tuesday 11 Mar 1980 p 24 
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“Corvallis (OR) Gazette” Tuesday 16 Feb 2004 p 4 
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“Albany (OR) Democrat-Herald” Saturday 14 Feb 2004 p 4 
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“Lebanon (OR) Express” Wednesday 18 Feb 2004 p 9 
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Daughter Dorothy Aloha Lowrey (nee Burchtorf) Ferguson (1927-2015) – were seniors in 
Madras High School - “Bend (OR) Bulletin” Thursday 29 Mar 1945 p 5 
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Madras High School 1945 graduates were husband & wife Daniel & Aloha Ferguson – “Bend 

(OR) Bulletin” Friday 20 Apr 1945 p 8 
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Excerpts – “Bend (OR) Bulletin” Thursday 14 Apr 1949 p 6 
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https://www.tributearchive.com/obituaries/20918847/dorothy-aloha-ferguson 
 

 
Husband joins Navy 3 months after marriage – “Bend (OR) Bulletin’ Tuesday 12 Jun 1945 p 

3 
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“Bend (OR) Bulletin” Monday 10 Jun 1946 p 5 

 
 
 

 
“Bend (OR) Bulletin” Tuesday 5 Jun 1962 p 1 

 
Stepchildren: 
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Stepson Richard Ferris Meloy Jr. (1923-1988) – marriage to Doris E. Lewis 19 Nov 1945 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2378/records/1885692?tid=&pid=&queryId
=cfe676b6-30fa-4138-baea-8c363a8d1b32&_phsrc=cPx32758&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2378/records/1885692?tid=&pid=&queryId=cfe676b6-30fa-4138-baea-8c363a8d1b32&_phsrc=cPx32758&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2378/records/1885692?tid=&pid=&queryId=cfe676b6-30fa-4138-baea-8c363a8d1b32&_phsrc=cPx32758&_phstart=successSource
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And again in Portland, Multnomah OR on 31 Feb 1947 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61680/records/174859?tid=&pid=&queryId
=c837c1f3-0eef-4281-b902-a5f6ddbcb7fb&_phsrc=cPx32762&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Stepdaughter Rosa Lee Meloy Boswell Hawkins (1924-1986) – “The Columbian” 

(Vancouver WA) Sunday 13 Apr 1986 p 7 
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“The Oregonian” (Portland OR) Saturday 21 Nov 1942 p 11 

 

 
“Bend (OR) Bulletin” Friday 22Sep 1950 p 9 
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“Bend (OR) Bulletin’ Tuesday 14 Feb 1961 p 8 
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Father: 
 

 
“Bend (OR) Bulletin” Wednesday 20 Oct 1926 p 3 
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Fred William Burchtorf – woman & child not identified - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/51297644/person/26122763378/media/7adc8f1c-001a-4930-bd13-

8ec1883ba1d5 
 

 
“Evansville (IN) Journal” Thursday 28 Oct 1926 p 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/51297644/person/26122763378/media/7adc8f1c-001a-4930-bd13-8ec1883ba1d5
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/51297644/person/26122763378/media/7adc8f1c-001a-4930-bd13-8ec1883ba1d5
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/51297644/person/26122763378/media/7adc8f1c-001a-4930-bd13-8ec1883ba1d5


48 
 

 
Mother: 

 

 
“The Oregonian” (Portland OR) Thursday 25 May 1939 p 12 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/51297644/person/26122763378/facts 
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Siblings: 

 

 
Brother Ben W. Burchtorf (1882-1950) – with wife Hattie Houston – Find A Grave 31418405 

 

 
Sister Anna Madelia Burchtorf Barnes (1900-1981) – “The Oregonian” (Portland OR) 

Thursday 12 Nov 1981 p 2 
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

Name: Fredrick W. Burchtorf 
Name variations: Fred Burchtorf  - nickname: “Poppy” 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number: 250,266 
Entered service from: Prineville, Crook OR 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Fred Burchtorf 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father F.W. Burchtorf, Held OR 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Fred Burchtorf 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: Fred W. Burchtorf, Held OR (pvt, 16th Co., 20th Engrs, 
Forestry)  
World War I draft registration (1917): 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  Prineville OR (spelled Burchstorf and 
Biegstrof)  

World War II draft registration (1942): as Fred Burchtorf - b. 8 May 1897 Evansville IN; res: 
3248 SE 119th Ave., Portland OR. Contact: Charles H. Barnes, 5325 NE 60th Ave., Portland 
OR. Employed by Oregon Shipbuilding Corp., Portland OR. “crooked small finger of right 
hand.” Height: 5’7” – 154 lbs. Registered 14 Feb 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as Fred Burchtof 
Enlisted 14 Dec 1917 
Discharged 11 Jun 1919 
Address: 426 Taaffe St., Sunnyvale, Santa Clara CA 
Rank/unit: private, 16th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
OR, WWI Veteran State Aid Application – enlisted 14 Dec 1917 Vancouver Barracks, 
Vancouver, Clark WA. Resident of Roberts OR. Private. Born Evansville IN 9 May 1897. 
Relative: Carrie Burchtorf. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 9 May 1897 Evansville, Vanderburgh IN  
Died: 15 Nov 1959 Ilwaco, Pacific WA  
Find A Grave record: 52105719, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Ilwaco, Pacific WAA   
Cemetery: Ilwaco 
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Tombstone: veteran flat - Washington PFC 8 Service Co SIGC WWI  
 
Father: Fred William Burchtorf, 10 Jul 1854 Evansville, Vanderburgh IN – 15 Oct 1926 
Prineville, Crook OR. 
Buried in Juniper Haven Cemetery, Prineville, Crook OR. 
Find A Grave: 31418407 
 
Mother: Caroline Blish/Blisch Burchtorf, Dec 1856 IL – 24 May Portland, Multnomah OR. R.  
Buried in Juniper Haven Cemetery, Prineville, Crook OR. 
Find A Grave: 31418406 
Parents’ marriage: 25 Nov 1879 Indiana 
 
Spouse:  Dorothy (Dorthea) Alice Smith Burchtorf Lowrey, 2 Feb 1909 CA – Mar 1978.  
Daughter of Jesse Charles Smith (F: 63476541) & Cora Dorthy De Masters (187766195. 
Her 2nd husband was Elvin Dillard Lowrey (1902-1966, F: 30991329). They married 3 Dec 
1933 in Jefferson Co. OR. 
Dorthea is buried in Redmond Memorial Cemetery, Redmond, Deschutes OR with Elvin D. 
Lowrey. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 30991327 
Marriage: 1 Sep 1924 Susanville, Lassen Co. CA. Fred age 27, son of Fred M. Burchtorf & 
Carrie Blisch. Dorothy A. Smith, age 16, daughter of Jesse C. Smith & Cora De Masters. 
Divorce: beween 1930 & 1940 census, and by Aug 1937 when Fred married his 2nd wife 
 
 
Spouse:  Leilia Rose Young Meloy Burchtorf, 22 Jun 1906 Portland, Multnomah OR – 24 Sep 
1966 Vancouver, Clark WA. Name also appears as Lelia.  
Daughter of Willaim Roy Young & Rose Lena Houck.  
First husband was Robert Ferris Meloy Sr. (12 Jan 1900 Chelsea, Jefferson IN – 6 May 1971 
Portland, Multnomah OR, Historic Columbia Cemetery, Portland, Multnomah OR, F: 
96706212). They married in Multnomah OR on 10 Sep 1921.  
Obituary: “Longview (WA) Daily News” 26 Sep 1966 p 13 – Mrs. Lelia Burchtorf, age 60, of 
Vancouver WA, formerly of Long Beach, d. 24 Sep 1966 in a Vancouver WA hospital. She 
was born 22 Jun 1906 in Portland OR. She lived in Long Beach 1947-1965, where she had 
an “Oregon Journal” delivery route. Survived by a daughter Mrs. Rosalie Hawkins 
(Vancouver) & son Robert Meloy (Federal Way WA) & stepchildren Bill Lowry (Prineville) & 
Aloha Ferguson (Eugene OR) [the 2 Burchtorf children].  
Buried in Ilwaco Cemetery, Ilwaco, Pacific Co. WA. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 52105303 
Marriage: 28 Aug 1937 Stevenson, Skamania WA to Leilia M. Melroy, both residents of 
Multnomah Co. OR, by justice of the peace 
 
Children: Fred’s children change their surname to Lowrey when their mother Dorothy 
remarries to Elvin Lowrey, and he adopts them 
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• William Elvin (“Bill”) [born Burchtorf] Lowrey, 21 May 1929 Prineville, Crook OR – 6 
Feb 2004 Corvallis, Benton OR (alternative: Lebanon, Linn OR). – Married Pearl 
Evelyn Grove, obtaining a marriage license in Eugene OR in May 1952. They divorced 
26 Mar 1966 in OR, according to his marriage license with Louise Gordon. – Married 
(Catherine) Louise Merk Gordon on 11 [or 29] May 1971 in Joseph, Wallowa OR.. – 
Louise was the daughter of Frederick Eugene Merk (1898-1966, F: 75370307) & 
Bernice Etta Richards *1903-1986, F: 75370285). She had married Billy Joe Gordon 
(b. 24 Feb 1933 Bell CA) on 4 Aug 1951 in Reno, Washoe NV. They divorced 26 Aug 
1970 in Douglas Co. OR. - Obituary: “Corvallis Gazette-Times” 10 Feb 2004 p 4 – age 
74, of Lebanon OR, d. 6 Feb 2004 in Corvallis. Born 21 May 1929 to Fredrick & 
Dorothy Burchtorf, who later divorced. He was adopted by his stepfather, Elvin 
Lowrey, when he was 12 years old. He lived in Prineville OR, then Eugene, then 
Yoncalla, coming to Lebanon in 1972. Married Pearl Evelyn Grove on 11 May 1952 in 
Bend, Deschutes Or. Married Louise Gordon. “Albany (OR) Democrat” 16 Feb 1002 
p 4 adds that he was survived by sister Aloha Ferguson (Canby OR) & a half-sister 
Patty [surname not listed] 

• Dorothy Aloha [born Burchtorf] Ferguson, 17 Nov 1927 Madras, Jefferson OR – 8 Mar 
2015 Canby, Clackamas OR. - Married 24 Mar 1945 in Madras, Jefferson Co. OR to 
fellow senior at Madras High School, Daniel Blaine Ferguson, son of Noah 
Ferguson, on 24 Mar 1945. They graduated in Jun 1945 & Daniel joined the US Navy.  

 
Stepchildren: by his 2nd wife Leilia’s 1st marriage to Robert F. Meloy 

• Robert Ferris Meloy, Jr., 6 Feb 1923 OR – 25 Feb 1988 Kent, King WA. Was a resident 
of Federal Way WA at times- Marry Doris Elmora Lewis (1928-1993, F: 126937604) 
on 19 Nov 1946 in Sevenson, Skamania WA and then they married again, on 31 Feb 
1947, in Portland, Multnomah OR. - Buried in Ilwaco Cemetery, Ilwaco, Pacific WA. 
F: 63486368 

• Rosa Lee Meloy Boswell Hawkins, 9 Jul 1924 Portland, Multnomah OR – 10 Apr 1986 
Vancouver, Clark WA. – Married to Earle Lawrence Boswell (1918-1968, F: 
59139318), whom she married 6 Dec 1942 in Multnomah Co. OR. - Rosa L. Hawkins 
divorced Michael J. Hawkins in Los Angeles Co. CA on 17 Sep 1982. - Tragic news: 
“Longview (WA) Daily News” 4 Jul 1955 p 1 – 5-year-old Rodney Loyd Boswell, son of 
Mrs. Rosalie Hawkins of Long Beach, was fatally burned by an exploding can of 
gasoline touched off by a firecracker. Rodney was playing in the garage of his 
grandparents, Mr. & Mrs. Fred Burchtorf, 4 miles north of Long Beach, while his 
mother visited friends. He put the firecracker in or near a partially filled 5-gallon can 
of gasoline. The fire charred the entire front of his body & started numerous “pot 
fires” in the garage. He died 4 hours later at an Ilwaco hospital. Volunteer firemen 
from Long Beach extinguished the blaze.  [Rodney Lloyd Boswell, b. 17 Oct 1949, d. 
3 Jul 1955 Ilwaco WA, F: 51984097] - Rosa is buried in Ilwaco Cemetery, Ilwaco, 
Pacific WA. F: 63182318. 
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Siblings: plus 3 siblings dead by the 1900 census 
• Ben B. Burchtorf, 7 Aug 1882 Evansville, Vanderburgh IN – 10 Apr 1950 Prineville, 

Crook OR. Married to Hattie Malinda Houston (1877-1970, F: 31418408), whom he 
married 17 Nov 1915 in Powell Butte, Crook OR. – Buried in Juniper Haven 
Cemetery, Prineville, Crook OR. F: 31418405 

• Anna Madella Burchtorf Barnes, 24 Sep 1900 IN – 8 Nov 1981 Prineville, Crook OR. - 
Wife of Charles H. Barnes (1900-1968, F: 31418058), whom she married 14 Apr 
1921 in Crook Co. OR. - Buried in Juniper Haven Cemetery, Prineville, Crook OR. F: 
31418055 

 
Notes: 
Wartime: 
 
“Bend (OR) Bulletin” 12 Dec 1947 p 4 – “Thirty Years Ago” on 12 Dec 1917 – Fred Burchtorf 
left Bend OR last night to enlist in the Forestry Engineers. 
 
“Bend (OR) Bulletin” 1 Jun 1934 p 4 – from the issue of 1 Jun 1919 – Fred among the 20th 
Engineers who arrived in NY today from France 
 
Post-war: 
Obituary: 
Social Security Number: 541-01-7682 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Perry, Vanderburgh IN – 1467 Mount Vernon Rd. – conducted 5 Jun 1900 
Fred W. Burchtorf, 45 IN, Jul 1854, parents b. Germany, married 21 years, laborer, 
brickyard 
Caroline, 43 IL, Dec 1856, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 5 children, 2 are living 
Ben, 17 IN, Aug 1882, teamster 
Fred W., 3 IN, May 1897 
& 4 boarders with surname Blish (which is Caroline’s maiden name) Tom, Magaret [sic], 
Buela & Meda 
The previous entry on this page was for Louis & Emma Blish. 
 
1910 cannot locate 
 
1920 cannot locate 
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1930 Prineville, Crook OR – form undated – 645 W. 7th St.  
Fred Burchtorf, 32 IN, parents b. IN, age 27 at 1st marriage, trucking POC, own truck, WWI 
veteran 
Dorothy A., 21 CA, parents b. CA, age 15 at 1st marriage [wife] 
Dorothy A., 2 years 4 months OR [daughter]  
Fred W., 9 months OR [son] [i.e. William] 
Caroline, 75 IN, widow, parents b. US [not Germany as in 1900], age 19 at 1st marriage [his 
mother] 
 
1940 North Kelly Butte, Multnomah OR – same place in 1935 – conducted 26 Apr 1940 
Fred Burchtorf, 43 IN, pump work, electrical construction 
Lislia, 33 OR [wife] 
Robert F. Meloy, 17 OR [stepson] 
Rosa Lee Meloy, 15 OR [stepdaughter] 
 
1950 Pacific Co. WA – conducted 4 Apr 1950 
Fred BIRCHTORF, 53 TN [should read IN], paper delivery, paper 
Leilia Birchtorf, 43 OR [wife] 
Rosa Lee Boswell, 25 OR, married [daughter] 
Ronald N. Boswell, 6 OR [grandson] 
Richard Boswell, 5 OR [grandson] 
Robert Boswell, 3 OR [grandson] 
Randy Boswell, 1 OR [granddaughter] 
Rodney Boswell, Oct 1949 WA [grandson] 
Rosalind Boswell, 12 WY [lodger] 
 

 
 


