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TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 

Buckley, James Joseph 

1889 MN – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
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Find A Grave 104574699 

 

 

Veterans Administration Master Index – birth year incorrect – indexed as dying in 1919 - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-

C4N5?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-
HNW6&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-C4N5?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-HNW6&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-C4N5?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-HNW6&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-C4N5?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-HNW6&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9J7-
9?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-

VYWZ&action=view&cc=2996059&lang=en 

 

 

Life: 
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“Minneapolis Star Tribune” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Minneapolis (MN) Journal” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Minneapolis Journal” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Minneapolis Journal” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Albert Lea (MN) Tribune” Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Minneapolis Journal” Wednesday 13 Mar 1918 p 19 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/810753812/ 
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“Minneapolis Star Tribune” Sunday 5 Sep 1920 p 10 

 

 

“Minneapolis Journal” Friday 17 Sep 1920 p 19 
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“Minneapolis Journal” Monday 20 Sep 1920 p 8 
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And the response: 
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“Minneapolis Journal” Thursday 9 Jun 1921 p 18 

 

 

 

 

Father: 

 

 

“Minneapolis Journal” Saturday 22 Mar 1919 p 8 – from Find A Grave 110239896 and 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/810886457/ 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/810886457/
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/41691216/person/182472666520/facts  

 

Mother: 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/41691216/person/182472666520/facts
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Hannah Elizabeth Maher Buckley – Find A Grave 85838946 and 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60872/records/3203170 

 

 

“Minneapolis Star Tribune” Wednesday 6 Nov 1889 p 5 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/41691216/person/182472666520/facts 

 

Siblings: 

 

 



25 
 

 

Sister Della Marie Buckley Brown Pearson (1891-1947) – “Minneapolis Star Tribune” Sunday 29 Jun 
1947 p 39 & on Find A Grave 227783111 
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Della holding Michael Joseph Pearson - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/41691216/person/182472666523/media/635afa4f-018a-4879-b02f-2686e19e1faa 

 

 

“Minneapolis Journal” Sunday 19 Mar 1922 p 3 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/41691216/person/182472666523/media/635afa4f-018a-4879-b02f-2686e19e1faa
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/41691216/person/182472666523/media/635afa4f-018a-4879-b02f-2686e19e1faa
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“Minneapolis Star” Thursday 10 May 1923 p 13 
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“Albert Lea (MN) Tribune” Friday 11 May 1923 p 1 
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“Minneapolis Journal” Friday 11 May 1923 p 1 & p 8 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/811146088/ and 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/811146286/ 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/811146088/
https://www.newspapers.com/image/811146286/
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Testimony continues on p 1 – “Minneapolis Star Tribune” Saturday 12 May 1923 p 1 
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The Ku Klux Klan’s attempt to libel Minneapolis MN mayor George E. Leach in 1923 involved 
testimony from Della Marie Buckley Brown. Leach served as mayor for five terms (1921, 1923, 1927, 
1937, 1939) – from Wikipedia - https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_E._Leach 

 

Find A Grave 227783111 
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“Palm Beach Post” (West Palm Beach FL) Wednesday 3 Apr 1957 p 10 
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https://pearsonscandy.com/ 
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Sister Nellie Victoria Buckley (1897-1900) – Find A Grave 178833189 - 
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/178833189/nellie_buckley 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/41691216/person/182472666525/facts 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/178833189/nellie_buckley
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/41691216/person/182472666525/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61483/images/47735_00056-
00196?pId=2878043 

 

 

 

Brother Michael Lawrence Buckley (1897-1972) – “Minneapolis Star Tribune” Wednesday 18 Oct 
1972 p 24 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7316/records/339670?tid=41691216&pid=1824726
66528&queryId=08199ef5-9795-41e6-9aaa-
e3f47d663a02&_phsrc=cPx31698&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

Marriage license – “Minneapolis Star” Saturday 26 Nov 1921 p 3 

 

 

Divorce from Ina Hall Buckley – “Minneapolis Star” Thursday 29 Mar 1923 p 8 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7316/records/339670?tid=41691216&pid=182472666528&queryId=08199ef5-9795-41e6-9aaa-e3f47d663a02&_phsrc=cPx31698&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7316/records/339670?tid=41691216&pid=182472666528&queryId=08199ef5-9795-41e6-9aaa-e3f47d663a02&_phsrc=cPx31698&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7316/records/339670?tid=41691216&pid=182472666528&queryId=08199ef5-9795-41e6-9aaa-e3f47d663a02&_phsrc=cPx31698&_phstart=successSource
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Brother Raymond John Buckley (1901-1960) - “Minneapolis Star Tribune” Sunday 14 Aug 1960 p 24 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/41691216/person/182472666529/facts 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/41691216/person/182472666529/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/41691216/person/182472666529/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/41691216/person/182472666529/facts
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“Minneapolis Star” Saturday 2 Nov 1974 p 19 
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Sister Agnes E. Buckley McGowan (1904-1998) – “Minneapolis Star Tribune” Thursday 26 Nov 1998 
p 69 
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“”Minneapolis Star” Tuesday 27 Oct 1931 p 9 
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Sister Estella Margaret Buckley Gibson (1907-1965) – “Minneapolis Star Tribune” Thursday 28 Oct 
1965 p 23 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/70873/records/91242900 

 

 

“Minneapolis Star” Monday 22 Aug 1938 p 6 

 

 

 

Article on recent brides - “Minneapolis Star” Saturday 10 Sep 1938 p 27 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/70873/records/91242900
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Sister Germain Hanna Buckley (1909-1909) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_354730-
02105?pId=3203155 
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Abbreviations: 

b = born 

d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 

NOK = next-of-kin 

 

 

 

 

Name: James Joseph Buckley 

Name variations:  

Military: 

On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 

Serial number:  not assigned when died 

Entered service from: Minneapolis, Hennepin MN 

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: James J. Buckley 

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: sister Mrs. Chas. [Charles] E. Brown, 225 W. 15th St., Minneapolis MN 

Burial on isle of Islay, Scotland:  Port Charlotte, Islay, grave 33, as J.J. Buckley 

Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken NJ 7 Aug 1920 

Body listed on return ship as: J.J. Buckley 

Unit & rank: pvt, Co. F, 6th Bn, 20th Engrs 

World War I draft registration (1917): 

 

Veterans Administration Military Index: 

Enlistment & discharge date not given 

Born: 13 May 1889 

Died: 6 Feb 1918 

Address: Minneapolis MN 
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Rank/unit: private, Co. H, 20th Engineers 

 

Birth & death: 

Born:  

According to MN birth records, a son was born in Minneapolis, Hennepin MN to John & Hannah 
Buckley on 12 May 1892.  

James may have indicated to the Army that he was older than he was in order to get into the service. 
His Find a Grave record gives the date of 11 May 1889 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN (not actually on 
the cenotaph) & the Veterans Administration Master Index lists 13 May 1889.  

He apparently is the “Joseph” (so as not to confuse him with his father, also named John) in the 
1895 MN & 1900 US censuses with a birth year of 1892. 

Died:  5 Feb 1918 Tuscania   

James has two Find A Grave records – one for his actual burial & one for a cenotaph. 

Cenotaph: 

Find A Grave record: 104574699, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 

Memorial location: Victory Memorial Drive, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN, Pvt., Co. F, 6th BN, 20th 
Engineers. 

Burial: 

Find A Grave record: 213811413 

Burial location: St. Anthony Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN 

 

 

Father: John Buckley, 17 Feb 1870 MN [perhaps Lakeland MN] – 21 Mar 1919 Hennepin Co. MN.  

Son of John Buckley & Mary Conway.  

John and his brother William Buckley died when overcome by gas in their rooms at 1907 – 4th St. S., 
Minneapolis MN. William was found dead on 19 Mar 1919 while John died 48 hours later at the city 
hospital. 

Buried in St. Anthony Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. 

Find A Grave: 110239896 
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Mother: Hannah [Hanna] Elizabeth (Annie) Maher Buckley, 5 Jul 1868 Peterborough, Ontario, 
Canada – 8 Nov 1909 Menominee, Menominee MI (in St. Joseph’s Hospital).  

Daughter of Cornelius Nicholas Maher (1828-1891) & Mary Roach (1828-1891), who moved to 
Marinette WI after living in Peterborough. 

MI death certificate: Married, 1st marriage at age 21. Gave birth to 10 children, 6 are living. Died of 
cirrhosis of the liver. Born in Canada, father Cornelius Maher, mother unknown. Buried in 
Menominee MI on 11 Nov 1909. Signed by John Buckley.  

Her daughter Germain had died 1 month earlier. They are both buried in Riverside Cemetery, 
Menominee, Menominee MI.  

Find A Grave: 85838946 

Parents’ marriage: 6 Nov 1889 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN – John Buckley & Hannah Maher 

Spouse:  

Spouse Find A Grave: 

Children: 

Siblings: 

• Della Marie Buckley Brown Pearson, 17 Jul 1891 MN – 27 Jun 1947 Hennepin Co. MN. - - 
Married Charles E. Brown in Hennepin Co. MN on 12 May 1909. Mrs. Charles E. Brown is 
listed as James’s next-of-kin on the Tuscania.- Charles E. Brown (1890 MN – 1922 MN) is 
buried in St. Mary’s Catholic Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN, F: 218340412.  – Della 
& Charles’s daughter was Margaret Minerva Brown Lyons Elliott (1910-1972, F; 74618342). - 
“Bella” Brown of 1430 Spruce Place, Minneapolis, is quoted in the 1920 newspaper about 
the return of her brother James’s body, the address she, her husband Charles & siblings 
reside at in the 1920 census.  Married Oscar Ferdinand Pearson (1882-1957) in 1925. Oscar 
(Otto) Ferdinand Pearson (Persson) (1882 Sweden – 1957 FL, F: 227783171) is buried in the 
same cemetery as Della. Oscar was co-owner of the Pearson Candy Co. of St. Paul MN, still 
in existence in Feb 2025 & manufacturers of Pearson’s Salted Nut Roll, Nut Goodie, Mint 
Patties and other treats beloved by Minnesotans. – Della Pearson is buried in Resurrection 
Cemetery, Shorewood, Hennepin MN. F: 227783111 

• Male Buckley, b. & d. 16 Aug 1893 in Camden Place, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN, to John 
Buckley (b. MN) & Hannah Buckley (b. Canada). Lived ¾ hours (45 minutes), premature 
birth. Buried in St. Anthony Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN (according to MN death 
record) and Find A Grave. F: 110239225 (buried as “Baby Buckley”) 

• David Buckley, died at age 1 on 4 Dec 1895 in Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. Son of John 
Buckley (b. MN) & Hannah Buckley (b. Canada) on MN death record.  Was age 1 in the 1895 
MN state census.  

• Nellie Victoria Buckley, 3 Feb 1897 Marinette Co. WI – 22 Aug 1900 Marinette Co. WI. Cause 
of death: “tubercular meningitis – exhaustion paralysis.” Her Find A Grave record shows the 
tombstone inscribed “In honor of all the unknown veterans and persons buried in the 
Calvary Cemetery / Gone but not forgotten” at Calvary Cemetery, Marinette, Marinette WI. 
F: 178833189 
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• Michael Lawrence Buckley, 8 Dec 1897 [1898 on WWII draft] Marinette Co. WI – 11 Oct 1972 
Hennepin Co. MN. – In Nov 1921, Michael L. Buckley, age 23, applied for a marriage license 
in Hennepin Co. MN with Ina Hill, age 21.In March 1923, a divorce appeared in the 
Minneapolis MN newspaper. -  In the 1930 census for Oakland, Alameda CA, conducted 3 
Apr 1930, line 49, Michael Buckley, 32 WI, divorced, was a lodger on E. 12th with Robert & 
Celestine Chardon. He said he was age 20 at the time of his 1st marriage. His father was 
born WI, his mother Canada (English). Michael was a salesman, newspaper. - When he 
registered for the WWII draft on 14 Feb 1942, Michael Lawrence Buckley lived at 1765 ½ N. 
Gower, Hollywood CA, with a mailing address of 1645 N. Wilcox Ave., Hollywood CA. He 
gave a birthdate of 8 Dec 1898 in Marinette WI. He said he was self-employed & his next-of-
kin was Mrs. O.F. Pearson of 5049 Belmont, Minneapolis MN [i.e. his sister Della]. In the 
1950 census for Hastings, Dakota MN, conducted 25 Apr 1950, line 10, Michael L. Buckley, 
51 WI, widowed was a patient/inmate at the Hastings State Mental Hospital - Obituary: 
“Minneapolis Star Tribune” 18 Oct 1972 p 24 – Michael L. Buckley, 73, 2801 N. 2nd St. [in 
Hennepin Co. deaths] 

• Raymond John Buckley, 28 Mar 1901 Marinette Co. WI – 12 Aug 1960 Hennepin Co. MN. – 
Married Emma Christina Slack on 23 Oct 1947 in Dakota Co. MN. However, the newspaper 
account of their marriage said the wedding party motored to Park Rapids, Hubbard MN, to 
the Church of the Annunciation, for the ceremony. - Emma was the daughter of John Blakely 
Slack & Sophia Kjorme, born 30 May 1907 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN & died 31 Oct 1974 
Hennepin Co. MN. . - Obituary: “Minneapolis Star Tribune” 14 Aug 1960 p 24 – Raymond J. 
Buckley, age 59, Rte. 1, Savage MN, d. 12 Aug. Funeral at St. Stephen’s Catholic Church. 
Survived by wife Emma, brother Michael Buckley (Minneapolis MN) & 2 sisters: Mrs. Robert 
McGowan (Minneapolis) & Mrs. George Gibson (St. Louis Park MN).  

• Agnes Elizabeth Buckley McGowan, 11 May 1904 MI – 24 Nov 1998 Minneapolis, Hennepin 
Co. MN. - Married on 26 Oct 1931 in Hennepin Co. MN to Robert Emmet McGowan (1905 
MN – 1975 MN, buried in Gethsemane Cemetery, New Hope, Hennepin MN).  Obituary: 
“Minneapolis Star Tribune” 26 Nov 1998 p 69 – Agnes E. McGowan, age 94, of NE 
Minneapolis, preceded in death by husband Robert E. McGowan, survived by daughter 
Kathleen Koch & son Jim McGowan. Buried in Gethsemane Cemetery, New Hope, Hennepin 
MN.   

• Estella Margaret Buckley Gibson, 26 Feb 1907 MI – 26 Oct 1965 Hennepin Co. MN. - Married 
George William Gibson (1905-1977) on 3 Sep 1938 in Hennepin Co. MN. - Obituary: 
“Minneapolis Star Tribune” 28 Oct 1965 p 23 – Mrs. Estella M. Gibson, age 58, of 5815 
Goodrich Ave., St. Louis Park MN, d. 26 Oct 1965. Survived by husband George W. Gibson, 
son, brother Michael Buckley (Minneapolis) & sister Mrs. Robert McGowan (Minneapolis). 
Buried in Resurrection Cemetery (location not identified – one is in Mendota Heights, 
Dakota MN & the other – where her sister Della is buried, is in Shorewood, Hennepin MN or 
Mendota Heights, Dakota MN).   

• Germain Hanna Buckley, 16 Jul 1909 MI - 1 Oct 1909 Menominee, Menominee MI at age 1. 
Birth certificate records her as “Germin H. Buckley,” the daughter of John Bleckley & Hanna 
E. Maher. Her mother dies one month later. Cause of death: “intestinal toxarmer (? – 
probably toxemia) – convulsions.” German & her mother are both buried in Riverside 
Cemetery, Menominee, Menominee MI. Germain was buried 2 Oct 1909. F: 85838945 
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Notes: 

Was a lumber estimator before service; lived in MI. Entered service at Vancouver Barracks 10 Dec 
1917. 

 

Wartime: 

 

"Minneapolis Star Tribune" 13 Feb 1918 p 10 - brother Michael Buckley receives the postcard 
everyone filled out saying had arrived safely in France, with letter saying not sure if that is true in 
James Buckley’s case. James’s address listed as 225 W. 15th St., Minneapolis.   

 

"Minneapolis Star Tribune" 5 Sep 1920 p 10 - "Hero's Body Expected Here" - body has arrived in US 
& will arrive Minneapolis 5 or 6 Sep 1920, according to sister Mrs. Bella Brown, 1430 Spruce Pl. (no 
burial info)   

 

 

Obituary: 

 

Censuses: 

 

1895 MN state census – Minneapolis, Hennepin MN – 1018 Central, rear – conducted 18 Jun 1895 

Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1058/images/MNV290_68-
0670?pId=2115458 

 

 

John Buckley, 28 MN, has spent 28 years in MN, stationary engineer 

Anna, 28 Canada 

Delia, 5 MN 

Joseph, 3 MN 
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David, 1 MN 

 

1900 Marinette, Marinette WI – 513 Water – conducted 3 Jun 1900 

John Buckley, 32 MN, Feb 1868, parents b. Ireland, married 10 years, stationary engineer 

Hannah, 32 Canada, Jul 1868, father b. Ireland, mother b. Canada, gave birth to 6 children, 4 are 
living 

Dellia, 8 MN, Jul 1891, at school 

Joseph, 8 MN, May 1892, at school [is this James Joseph, born later than the 1889 date the military 
uses?] 

Nellie, 3 WI, Feb 1897 

Michael, 1 WI, Dec 1898 

 

1910 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN – 215 – 20th Ave. N. – paternal grandparents & siblings Della, Agnes 
& Estella – conducted 21 Apr 1910 

Frank Buckley, 70 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, emigrated 1840, naturalized, in 1st marriage, married 
45 years, engineer, stationary engineer [this is apparently James’s grandfather, his father John’s 
father] 

Mary Buckley, 64 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, emigrated 1885, gave birth to [cannot decipher 
children, with 3 living [wife] 

Agnes Buckley, 28 MN, single, saleslady, dry goods store [daughter – Charles’s sister Agnes] 

Charles Brown, 24 MN, in 1st marriage, soda fountain, drug store [nephew, but he is the husband of 
Frank & Mary’s granddaughter Agnes] 

Della Brown, 19 MN, in 1st marriage, gave birth to zero children [listed as niece, but she is the wife of 
Charles Brown] 

Agnes Brown, 5 MI [granddaughter - this is Agnes Buckley] 

Estell Brown, 3 MI [granddaughter - this is Estell Buckley] 

 

1920 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN – 1430 Spruce Place – conducted 14 Jan 1920 – his sibloings 

Brown, Charles E., 29 MN, parents b. MN, manager, soda fountain, drug company 

Della Brown, 29 MN, father b. MN, mother b. Canada [James’s sister] 

Margaret Brown, 9 MN, parents b. MN [daughter] 

Michael Buckley, 21 MI, father b. MN, mother b. Canada, driver, taxicab company [brother-in-law] 

Raymond Buckley, 18 MI, father b. MN, mother b. Canada, salesman, drug store [brother-in-law] 
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Agnes Buckley, 15 MI, father b. MN, mother b. Canada [sister-in-law] 

Estella Buckley, 13 MI, father b. MN, mother b. Canada [sister-in-law] 

 

1930 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN – 5049 Belmont 

Oscar F. Pearson, 48 Sweden, age 30 at 1st marriage, emigrated 1892, salesman, furniture 

Della M. Pearson, 39 MN, father b. MN, mother b. Canada 

Margaret M. Brown, 19 MN, parents b. MN [listed as Oscar’s adopted daughter – the daughter of 
Della & Clarence Brown] 

Agnes J. Buckley, 24 MI, father b. MN, mother b. Canada, stenographer, law office [sister-in-law] 

Estella Buckley, 23 MI, father b. MN, mother b. Canada, department assistant, novelties & greeting 
cards [sister-in-law] 

 

1940 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN – 5049 Belmont – same house in 1935 

Oscar Pearson, 58 Sweden, salesman, furniture company 

Della Pearson, 49 MN [wife] 

Michael J. Pearson, 6 MN [son] 

Margaret Lyons, 29 MN, “married” is struck through with a question mark added [apparently 
Margaret Brown], entertainer, theatre [stepdaughter] 

Sharon A. Lyons, 2 MN [granddaughter] 

Raymond Buckley, 39 WI, single, no occupation [brother-in-law] 

 

 

 


