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TUSCANIA 

 
 

Buchanan, John Chatley 
1898 PA – 1986 PA 

 

 
John Chatley Buchanan - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/11094463/person/6114223603/media/8bf2b602-5aa1-4d00-b518-
8d110cc2f59c?_phsrc=yGI2787&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/11094463/person/6114223603/media/8bf2b602-5aa1-4d00-b518-8d110cc2f59c?_phsrc=yGI2787&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/11094463/person/6114223603/media/8bf2b602-5aa1-4d00-b518-8d110cc2f59c?_phsrc=yGI2787&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/11094463/person/6114223603/media/8bf2b602-5aa1-4d00-b518-8d110cc2f59c?_phsrc=yGI2787&_phstart=successSource
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Pottsville (PA) High School Yearbook, the Class of 1921 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/1265/43134_b207290-
00025/343512682?backurl=https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/11094463/person/6114223603/facts/citation/1000291653614/edit/recor
d 
 

 
Veterans Administration Master Index – 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-
CNRM?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZY-
BLWD&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/1265/43134_b207290-00025/343512682?backurl=https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/11094463/person/6114223603/facts/citation/1000291653614/edit/record
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/1265/43134_b207290-00025/343512682?backurl=https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/11094463/person/6114223603/facts/citation/1000291653614/edit/record
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/1265/43134_b207290-00025/343512682?backurl=https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/11094463/person/6114223603/facts/citation/1000291653614/edit/record
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/1265/43134_b207290-00025/343512682?backurl=https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/11094463/person/6114223603/facts/citation/1000291653614/edit/record
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-CNRM?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZY-BLWD&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-CNRM?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZY-BLWD&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-CNRM?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZY-BLWD&action=view&cc=2968245&lang=en
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https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/sources/L4J4-DQ3 
 

PA birth record of twins Thomas G. & John C. Buchanan - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C9TN-G979-M?i=207&lang=en 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/60884/records/1102279 

https://www/
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Twin brothers John Chatley & Thomas Griffith Buchanan – not identified as to who is who – 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/11094463/person/6114223603/media/a2cc7e90-05dc-4d2a-bc82-

6e8542b43991?_phsrc=yGI2786&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/11094463/person/6114223603/media/a2cc7e90-05dc-4d2a-bc82-6e8542b43991?_phsrc=yGI2786&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/11094463/person/6114223603/media/a2cc7e90-05dc-4d2a-bc82-6e8542b43991?_phsrc=yGI2786&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/11094463/person/6114223603/media/a2cc7e90-05dc-4d2a-bc82-6e8542b43991?_phsrc=yGI2786&_phstart=successSource
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“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Wednesday 10 Dec 1986 p 46 

 
 

Life: 
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“Pottsville (PA) Republican” Thursday 24 Jan 1918 p 8 
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Excerpts - “West Chester (PA) Daily Local News” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Pottsville (PA) Republican” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 9 

 

 
“Mount Carmel (PA) Item” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 – left: page 1 and right: page 2 
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“Pottsville (PA) Republican & Herald” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 4 
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“Pottsville (PA) Republican” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

 
“Sunbury (PA) Daily Item” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Pottsville (PA) Republican” Monday, 11 Feb 1918 p 6 

 

 
“Tyrone (PA) Daily Herald” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Pottsville (PA) Republican & Herald” Monday 29 Jul 1918 p 4 

 
 
 

 
“Pottsville (PA) Republican” Monday 18 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Pottsville (PA) Republican” 19 Mar 1918 p 5 
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“Pottsville (PA) Republican” Thursday 9 May 1918 p 8 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/449338581/ 
 

 
“Pottsville (PA) Republican” Saturday 5 Mar 1927 p 14 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/449338581/
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Nice Ruth, brother William, mother Margaret – “Pottsville (PA) Republican” Saturday 

22 Oct 1927 p 4 
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“Wilkes-Barre (PA) Times Leader” Tuesday 20 Nov 1934 p 13 
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“Pottsville (PA) Republican” Friday 19 Jan 1940 p 4 

 

 
“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Thursday 2 Nov 1944 p 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wife: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1265/records/237905939 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2451/records/1015247 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2451/records/1015247
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“Pottsville (PA) Republican” Saturday 7 Jan 1928 p 11 

 

 
“Pottsville (PA) Republican” Thursday 12 Jul 1928 p  7 
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Marriage – “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Sunday 15 Jul 1928 p 3 

 

 
“Pottsville (PA) Republican” Tuesday 31 Jul 1928 p 3 
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“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Saturday 5 Jan 1974 p 9 

 

 
Marion’s mother – “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Tuesday 15 Jan 1929 p 7 
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Marion’s father – “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Tuesday 7 Jul 1953 p 6 

 
Children: 
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Daughter Carolyn Jane Buchanan Schubert (1930-2024) - 

https://obituaries.cremationofpennsylvania.com/obituaries/blue-bell-pa/carolyn-
schubert-11869919 

 

https://obituaries.cremationofpennsylvania.com/obituaries/blue-bell-pa/carolyn-schubert-11869919
https://obituaries.cremationofpennsylvania.com/obituaries/blue-bell-pa/carolyn-schubert-11869919
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Carolyn - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/11094463/person/6136152638/media/5cd9f655-f5aa-42ec-bff4-
d470519b3ddb 

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/11094463/person/6136152638/media/5cd9f655-f5aa-42ec-bff4-d470519b3ddb
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/11094463/person/6136152638/media/5cd9f655-f5aa-42ec-bff4-d470519b3ddb
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/11094463/person/6136152638/media/5cd9f655-f5aa-42ec-bff4-d470519b3ddb
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Baby boy Buchanan – stillborn – 22 Oct 1934 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5164/records/604404099 
 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5164/records/604404099
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Daughter Dorothy A. Buchanan Petersen – “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Sunday 7 

May 1961 p 33 
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Dorothy - Wilson Area High School (Wilson PA) 1956 yearbook –  

 
 
 
 

Father: 
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“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Saturday 21 Feb 1948 p 3 

 

 
“Pottsville (PA) Republican” Friday 20 Feb 1948 p 20 
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“Pottsville (PA) Republican” Thursday 8 Sep 1927 p 1 

 

 
“Pottsville (PA) Republican” Monday 29 Sep 1930 p 3 
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“Pottsville (PA) Republican” Friday 20 Feb 1948 p 15 

 
Father’s 1st wife Laura Stella Keller 

 

 
“Mahanoy City (PA) Tri-Weekly Record” Saturday 10 Aug 1889 p 4 

 
 

Mother: 
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“Mount Carmel (PA) Daily News” Saturday 18 Nov 1893 p 1 

 

 
“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Friday 6 Mar 1942 p 18 
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“Pottsville (PA) Republican” Friday 6 Mar 1942 p 4 

 
Siblings: 
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Brother David Bruce Black Buchanan (1894-1972) – “Pottsville (PA) Republican” Friday 

22 Sep 1972 p 2 
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Brother William Henry Buchanan (1896-1962) – “Bloomsburg (PA) Morning Press” 

Mondy 19 Jun 1922 p 6 
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Twin brother Thomas Griffith Buchanan (1898-1981) – “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 

Wednesday 23 Dec 1981 p 28 
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“Bloomsburg (PA) Morning Press” Monday 5 May 1941 p 3 
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“Bloomsburg (PA) Morning Press” Wednesday 7 May 1941 p 3 

 

 



58 
 
 

 
Brother James Watkins Buchanan (1901-1988) – “Philadelphia (PA) Inquirer” 

Wednesday 14 Dec 1988 p 42 
 



59 
 
 

 
“Pottsville (PA) Republican” Friday 16 Dec 1988 p 2 
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“Philadelphia Inquirer” Friday 16 Dec 1988 p 70 
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Brother Edward Palmer Buchanan (1904-1963) – “Bridgewater (NJ) Courier-News” 
Saturday 6 Apr 1963 p 10 
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“Bernardsville (NJ) News” Thursday 11 Apr 1968 p 1 
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“Bridgewater (NJ) Daily Record” Thursday 12 Aug 1999 p 16 

 

 
Brother Ralph McKay LaShelle Buchanan (1907-1980) – “Hackensack (NJ) Record” 

Sunday 23 Nov 1980 p 8 
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“Newark (NJ) Star-Ledger” Sunday 23 Nov 1980 p 62 
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“Pottsville (PA) Republican” Wednesday 10 Nov 1954 p 21 
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“Allentown (PA) Morning Call” Saturday 22 Nov 1980 p 72 
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name: John Chatley Buchanan 
Name variations: John Cheatley Buchanan, Jr. (name appears to have been Cheatley 
originally – his father’s middle name - and became Chatley by WWI) 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 100th Aero Squadron, 3rd Squad - corporal 
Serial number: 249,816 
Entered service from:  St. Clair, Schuylkill PA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: John C. Buchana 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Margaret Buchanan, 37 N. 3rd St., St. Clair PA 
Returned from war on: John C. Buchanan 
Sailed on return ship as: "Pocahontas" Jul 1919 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Margaret Buchanan, 37 N. 3rd St., Saint 
Clair PA (cook, 24th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917): 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  1st National Bk. Bldg, Easton PA 
(listed as Dr.) 
World War II draft registration (1942): as John Chatley Buchanan - b. 4 Aug 1898 Centralia, 
Columbia PA; res: 2033 Washington Blvd., Wilson Boro, Northampton PA. NOK Marian 
Buchanan of same address. Self-employed – dental surgeon, First National Bank Building, 
Easton, Northampton PA. Height: 5’9” – 135 lbs. Registered 16 Feb 1942. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as John Chately Buchanan 
Enlisted 15 Aug 1917 
Discharged 8 Aug 1919 
Address: 27 S. 2nd St., St. Clair PA 
Rank/unit: cook, 24th Aero Squadron 
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PA, WWI Veterans Service & Compensation Files – filed 7 Feb 1934 - served in Army 15 Aug 
1917 to 8 Aug 1919, serial 249816. Entered service when a resident of St. Clair, Schuykill 
PA, at Columbus Barracks OH on 15 Aug 1917. Born Centralia, Columbia PA on 4 Aug 1898. 
Current residence: 1723 Washington Blvd., Easton, Northampton PA. Has 2 minor 
children: Carolyn Jane & Maraget [sic] Buchanan; wife Marion Snyder Rader Buchanan. 
Served in 100th Aero Squadron 20 Aug 1917 – 11 Dec 1918; in 24th Aero Squadron 11 Dec 
1918 to 8 Aug 1918 [sic/has to be 1919].  Cook. Promoted to corporal 22 Aug 1918. 
Engagements: Meuse Argonne Offensive (Army Troops) 15 Oct 1918 – 11 Nov 1918; 1st 
Army Defensive Sector 15 Oct 1918 – 11 Nov 1918. Right shoulder injured “Tuscinia” [sic] 
February 5 ’18. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 – 1 Aug 1919. Honorably discharged 8 Aug 1919 
Mitchell Field, Long Island NY. No previous bonus application. Received $10 per month for 
20 months = $200. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 4 Aug 1898 Centralia, Columbia PA, the twin brother of Thomas Griffith Buchanan  
Died:  9 Dec 1986 Newville, Cumberland PA (at Swaim Health Center)  
Find A Grave record: 78804163, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Palmer township, Northampton PA 
Cemetery: Northampton Memorial Shrine  
Tombstone: U.S. symbol on tombstone – under name: 24th Aero Sq W.W. I  
 
Father: John Cheatley Buchanan (Sr.) 15 Aug 1865 Conynham township, Columbia PA – 20 
Feb 1948 Easton, Northampton PA..  
Son of David Buchanan & Elizabeth Black.  
Plumber. Served in the Spanish-American War. 
His 1st wife was Laura Stella Keller (16 Sep 1872 Columbia Co. PA – 19 Sep 1890 Centralia, 
Columbia PA) whom he married on 10 Aug 1889 in Columbia Co. PA. She died 19 Sep 1890 
giving birth to his daughter, also named Laura Stella. Laura was the daughter of Samuel K. 
Keller & Mary Magdalene Reinbold. She is buried in the same cemetery as John – Odd 
Fellows Cemetery, Centralia, Columbia PA, F: 32364353. The newspaper account of her 
marriage provides her name as Estella Keller. 
John & Laura’s daughter, also named Laura, was adopted by his sister, Sarah (see below).   
Obituary: “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 21 Feb 1948 p 3 – d. at age 82 on 20 Feb 1948 at 
the home of his son, Dr. John Buchanan, 2033 Washington Blvd, Wilson Borough. Born in 
Columbia Co. PA. Lived in Easton the past 6 years. Survived by 7 sons: Dr. John Buchanan, 
David Buchanan (St. Clair PA), William & James Buchanan (Philadelphia), Edward 
Buchanan (Bernardsville NJ), Thomas Buchanan (Bethlehem PA) & Dr. Ralph Buchanan 
(Phillipsburg NJ). His pallbearers were his 7 surviving sons. 
Buried in Odd Fellows Cemetery, St. Clair, Schuykill PA. 
Find A Grave: 112414617 
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Mother: Margaret Ann (Maggie) Griffith Buchanan, 16 Aug 1870 Monmouthshire, Wales, 
United Kingdom – 5 Mar 1942 Easton, Northampton PA.  
Name listed as Griffiths on Find A Grave. 
Daughter of William Henry Griffith/Griffiths & Sarah Watkins. 
Obituary: “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 6 Mar 1942 p 18 – Mrs. Margaret Ann Buchanan, 
age 72, wife of John Buchanan, d. 5 Mar at the home of her son & daughter-in-law, Dr. & 
Mrs. John C. Buchanan, 2033 Washington Blvd., Wilson. Born in Wales. Lived in St. Clair, 
Schuykill Co. PA for 50 years; lived the past year in Wilson. Survived by her husband John & 
7 sons: David B. Buchanan (St. Clair PA), James W. & William P. Buchanan of Philadelphia, 
Dr. John C. Buchanan of Wilson, Thomas G. Buchanan of Bethlehem & Dr. Ralph L. 
Buchanan (Phillipsburg NJ) & 4 sisters, 2 in CA. Find A Grave: 99087340 
Buried in Odd Fellows Cemetery, St. Clair, Schuykill PA. 
Parents’ marriage: 15 Nov 1893 Columbia Co. PA 
 
Spouse:  Marion Snyder Rader Buchanan, 12 Jul 1904 Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA – 4 Jan 
1974 Phillipsburg, Warren NJ.   
Daughter of George Allen Rader & Sarah C. (Sallie) Snyder.  
Buried in Northampton Memorial Shrine, Palmer township, Northampton PA. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 96793301 
Marriage: John & Marion married in St. Mark’s Reformed Church, Easton, Northampton PA 
on 14 Jul 1928. She was a graduate of Nurses’ Training College of Jefferson Hospital, 
Philadelphia PA. He was a graduate of Saint Clair High School & Temple University (1925).                              
 
Children: 

• Carolyn Jane Buchanan Schubert, 20 Jan 1930 Easton, Northampton PA – 17 Jun 
2004 Montgomery Village, Montgomery MD.    Age 3 months in the 15 Apr 1930 
census list. Wife of Rudolph G. Schubert (1927-2006, F: 185446571).  Resident of 
Harrisburg PA in Dec 1986. Buried in Northampton Memorial Shrine, Palmer 
township, Northampton PA.  F: 185446581 

• Baby girl Buchanan, b. & d. 2 Feb 1932. Stillborn. Originally buried in Easton Heights 
Cemetery but reinterred 11 Sep 1937. Buried in Northampton Memorial Shrine, 
Palmer township, Northampton PA.  F: 116315740 

• Baby boy Buchanan, b. & d. 22 Oct 1934.  Stillborn. Death certificate indicates 
prolonged labor as a contributing factor. Originally buried in Easton Heights 
Cemetery on 23 Oct 1934 but reinterred 11 Sep 1937. Buried in Northampton 
Memorial Shrine. Palmer township, Northampton PA his parents. F: 116315815 

• Dorothy A. (“Dot”) Buchanan Petersen. Born PA. If age 1 in 1940 census (3 Apr 
1940), her birth would have occurred approximately mid- to late Apr 1938 to very 
early Apr 1940.  – Married Richard Petersen of Philadelphia PA on 6 May 1961. 
Resident of Harrisburg PA in Dec 1986. – Her sister Carolyn’s Jun 2004 does not 
mention a surviving sister.  

 
Siblings: 
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• David Bruce Black Buchanan, 6 Jun 1894 Centralia, Columbia PA – 21 Sep 1972 
Pottsville, Schuykill PA. WWI veteran. Married in 1923 to Helen Mary (Ella) Miller 
(1896-1979, F: 198975402). Buried in Odd Fellows Cemetery, Pottsville, Schuykill 
PA. F: 198975335 

• William Henry Buchanan, 10 Jan 1896 Centralia, Columbia PA – 22 Jun 1962 
Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA. WWI veteran. – Married in Philadelphia PA on 19 Jun 
1922 to Ruth Lillian Moyer (1897-1978, F: 88783872). Their elopement was covered 
in local newspapers. -  Buried in Beverly National Cemetery, Beverly, Burlington NJ. 
F: 432104 

• Thomas Griffith Buchanan – the twin of John Chatley – 4 Aug 1898 Centralia, 
Columbia PA – 22 Dec 1981 Bethlehem, Northampton PA. – US Navy veteran of 
WWI; his ship was also torpedoed.  Obituary: “Allentown (PA) Morning Call” 23 Dec 
1981 p 28 – age 83, of 1116 Graham St., Fountain Hill, d. 22 Dec 1981 at St. Luke’s. 
Machinist at Bethlehem Steel Corp. for 27 years before retiring in 1966. Born 
Centralia, Columbia PA to John & Margaret Ann (Griffith) Buchanan. US Navy in 
WWI.  Survived by his twin brother, Dr. John C. Buchanan of Easton PA & his brother 
James Buchanan of Philadelphia. – Married Catherine Elizabeth (Kay) Hartman 
(1915-1987, F: 130060992) on 4 May 1941 at the home of her parents in Catawissa, 
Columbia PA. - Buried in Memorial Park Cemetery, Bethlehem, Northampton PA. F: 
130061011 

• James Watkins (Jim/Doc Jim) Buchanan, 19 Apr 1901 Centralia, Columbia PA – 12 
Dec 1988 Philadelphia, Philadelphia PA. – Pharmacist. - Married in 1937 to Helen 
Horton Brown (1915-2000, F: 270569010), Buried in George Washington Memorial 
Park & Mausoleum, Plymouth Meeting, Montgomery PA. F: 270568958. 

• Edward Palmer Buchanan, 19 Jun 1904 Centralia, Columbia PA – 5 Apr 1963 
Middlesex, Middlesex NJ. – Married in 1966 to Alta F. Jacka (1909-1999, F: 
100913096). – School principal. - Buried in South Moriah Cemetery, Moriah, Essex 
NY. F: 100913107 

• Sarah Elizabeth Buchanan, 11 Nov 1906 St. Clair, Schuykill PA – 12 Nov 1906 St. 
Clair, Schuykill PA. 

• Ralph McKay LaShelle Buchanan, 23 Nov 1907 St. Clair, Schuykill PA – 20 Nov 1980 
Phillipsburg, Warren NJ (in Warren Hospital). - Obituaries in “Hackensack (NJ) 
Record” 23 Nov 1980 p 8 & “Pottsville (PA) Republican” 24 Nov 1980 p 2 & other 
papers – d. age 72, surgeon & chief resident, Warren Hospital, Phillipsburg NJ where 
he was named chief of staff in 1961. Graduate of Hahnemann Medical College, 
Philadelphia. Simultaneously was president of the Medical Society of NJ, Industrial 
Medical Society of NJ & NJ Board of Medical Examiners. Licensed as physician in 
both NJ & PA. Born St. Clair PA, son of John & Margaret Ann (Griffith) Buchanan.  
Served in WWII in the Pacific, discharged in 1946 as lieutenant commander. 
Survived by wife Grace (Albinson) Buchanan, 2 sons, 2 daughters & 3 brothers: 
Thomas Buchanan (Bethlehem PA), James E. Buchanan (East Falls PA) & Dr. John C. 
Buchanan (PA, retired dentist). Burial was private. – Married in 1938 to Grace 
Sharpe Albinson (1907-2000, F: 270568021). In 1930 Grace Albinson had married 
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Ralph Thomas Dalrymple (1904-1934, F: 171583567) & was widowed. - Buried in 
Greenwich Cemetery, Greenwich township, Warren NJ. F: 270568003.  

• Margaret Buchanan, b. & d. 15 Feb 1914 St. Clair, Schuykill PA.  
 
 
Half-sister: by his father John’s 1st marriage to Laura Stella Keller 

• Laura Stella Buchanan (Michael) Dunlevey, 19 Sep 1890 Centralia, Columbia PA 
(the day her mother died in childbirth) - 22 Dec 1981 Cincinnati, Hamilton OH. - She 
appears to have been raised/adopted by her father John’s sister Sarah Buchanan 
Michael (1858-1931, F: 79872531) & her husband Francis Michael (1853-1917, F: 
32364539). - Stella is listed on Find A Grave as their daughter, with the maiden 
name of Michael. -  Wife of Walter Stephan Dunlevey (1889-1966, F: 130181249). - 
Obituary: “Pottsville (PA Republican” 9 Mar 1961 p 22 – d. age 70, wife of Walter 
Dunlevy of 213 W. Center St., Centralia. Died at the home of her son David in 
Cincinnati OH. Born Central 25 Sep 1890, daughter of Francis & Sally (Buchanan) 
Michael. Survived by 4 brother, a brother & 2 sisters (but none of the Buchanan 
family listed). Buried in Christ Church Cemetery, Fountain Springs, Schuylkill PA. F: 
130181218 

 
Notes: 
 
John’s twin brother Thomas is listed first on their PA birth record & in the 1900 & 1910 
censuses. In the 1920 census, John is listed before Thomas. 
 
John returned to high school after the war – attending Pottsville High School (see yearbook 
photograph above) 
 
He graduated from Temple University School of Dentistry in 1925. 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Mount Carmel (PA) Item” 9 Feb 1918 p 2 – John a former Centralia boy, well-known in the 
Mount Carmel area. Born in Centralia; moved with parents, Mr. & Mrs. John Buchanan, to 
St. Clair 5 years ago. His twin brother Thomas & older brothers David & William are also in 
the Army. His father is a Spanish-American War veteran & plumber. 
 
“Pottsville (PA) Republican” 11 Feb 1918 p. 6 – “St. Clair Elated Over Safety of John 
Buchanan” – the announcement that he was which came Saturday evening (9 Feb9) 
“brought a wave of relief” 
 
"Wilkes-Barre (PA) Times Leader" 12 Feb 1918 p 19 – “Tuscania Survivor Has 3 brothers in 
Service” - William (in Co. D., Engineers of Pottsville, at Camp Hancock), David (in France 
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with the ambulance corps), Joseph [i.e. Thomas]. John of St. Clair PA enlisted in Pottsville 
18 Aug 1917 & was sent to Columbus OH where he joined an aero squadron. 
 
“Tyrone (PA) Daily Herald” 12 Feb 1918 p 1 – John Buchanan of St. Clair PA, rescued from 
the Tuscania, is 1 of 4 brothers in the service. Enlisted Pottsville PA on 18 Aug 1917, first 
sent to Columbus OH where he joined an aero squadron. 
 
“Pottsville Republican” 13 Feb 1918 p 2- “Elated Over Buchanan’s Rescue” – hundreds of 
people have called at the Buchanan home to extend their congratulations on John’s rescue 
 
“Pottsville Republican & Herald” 29 Jul 1918 p 4 - Thomas Buchanan, of St. Clair, Schuykill 
PA, a sailor in the US Navy, was torpedoed on the “Charlton” which was recently sunk off 
the coast of Massachusetts. His brother John was also torpedoed on the Tuscania, which 
also sank. Mr. & Two other sons of Mr. & Mrs. John Buchanan are in service – William with 
Co. D, 103rd Engineers & David, with a base hospital corps on the firing line in France. 
[There was an attack by U-boat 156 on a tugboat Perth Amboy towing 3 barges & a 
schooner named the Lansford on 21 Jul 1918 off the coast of Cape Cod, dubbed “the battle 
of Orleans” & Navy flying boats tried to bomb the submarine – in this “battle,” most 
everyone missed everything – but have been unable to find a “Charlton” incident. This 
occurred near Chatham MA, and the barges were sunk by the Germans but not by 
torpedoes) 
 
 
“Chambersburg (PA) People’s Register” 1 Aug 1918 p 6 Thomas Buchanan, of St. Clair, 
Schuykill PA, a sailor in the US Navy, was torpedoed on the “Charlton” which was recently 
sunk off the coast of Massachusetts. His brother John was also torpedoed on the Tuscania, 
which also sank.   
 
On his bonus application of 1934, John indicates he injured his right shoulder during his 
experiences on the Tuscania. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Allentown [PA] Morning Call" 10 Dec 1986 p 46 - Dr. John Chatley Buchanan, age 88, 
retired dental surgeon, res: 2033 Washington Blvd., Wilson PA, late wife Marion (Rader), 
lived at Green Ridge Village, Newville PA, practiced in Alpha bldg. in Easton for 34 years 
before retiring 1961. Former chief of oral surgery at Warren Hospital, asst. chief at Easton 
Hospital, Northampton County Prison dentist (10 years), Wilson School District & Easton 
High School dentist, past president Lehigh Valley Dental Society & Easton Dental Society, 
former v.p., 2nd District PA Dental Society, former president Wilson Civil Service Board, b. 
Centralia (Columbia) PA, son of John & Margareth (Griffeth/sic) Buchanan, graduate 
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Temple School of Dentistry 1925, WWI US Army Air Corps, Tuscania survivor, served in 
England, France, Germany - survived by 2 daughters Carolyn Schubert & Dorothy Petersen, 
both of Harrisburg PA & brother James Buchanan of Philadelphia PA. 
 
“Easton (PA) Express” 10 Dec 1986 p D 7 – d. age 88, retired dental surgeon, formerly of 
2033 Washington Boulevard, Wilson PA. Died at the Swaim Health Center, Newville, 
Cumberland PA. Practiced dentistry in Easton’s Alpha Building for 34 years before retiring 
in 1961. Former chief of oral surgery, Warren Hospital. Former assistant chief, Easton 
Hospital. Born 4 Aug 1898 in Centralia PA, son of the late John & Margaret (Griffith) 
Buchanan. A 1925 graduate of the Temple School of Dentistry. Interned at Jefferson 
Hospital in Philadelphia. Was dentist at Northampton County Prison for 10 years, also at 
Wilson Area School District & dentist emeritus of Easton Area High School. Past president 
Lehigh Valley Dental Society & Easton Dental Society. Former vice president of the 2nd 
District of the Pennsylvania Dental Society. Former president, Wilson Civil Service Board. 
Served in Army in 100th Aero Squadron in WWI & survived sinking of Tuscania.  Served in 
England, France & Germany. His wife Marion Rader Buchanan died in 1974. Survived by 2 
daughters, Carolyn Schubert & Dorothy Peterson, both of Harrisburg PA & brother James 
Buchanan of Philadelphia. Interment in Northampton Memorial Shrine.  
 
Social Security Number: 168-32-8071 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Centralia, Columbia PA – conducted 5 Jun 1900 
John Buchanan (indexed as Joey), 35 PA, Aug 1865, parents b. Ireland, married 6 years, 
tinsmith 
Margaret, 29 Wales, Aug 1870, parents b. Wales, emigrated 1880, in US 20 years, gave birth 
to 4 children, 4 are living 
David, 5 PA, Jun 1894, at school 
William, 4 PA, Jan 1896 PA 
Thomas, 1 PA, Aug 1898 PA [twin of John] 
John, 1 PA, Aug 1898 PA [twin of Thomas] 
 
1910 St. Clair, Schuykill PA – Third St. – conducted 20 Apr 1910 
John Buchannon, 45 PA, parents b. Ireland, married 17 years, plumber 
Margaret, 39 Wales, parents b. Wales, emigrated 1880, gave birth to 7 children, 7 are living 
David, 15 PA 
William, 14 PA 
Thomas, 12 PA 
John, 12 PA 
James, 9 PA 
Edward, 5 PA 
Ralph, 2 PA 
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1920 St. Clair, Schuykill PA – 25 – 2nd St. – conducted 2 Jan 1920 
John Buchanan, 53 PA, parents b. PA, plumber, retail hardware 
Margaret, 49 PA, parents b. PA [she was born in Wales & her parents born in Wales] 
David, 24 PA, druggist, drug store 
William, 22 PA, plumber, steam railroad 
John, 21 PA, engineer, civil 
Thomas, 21 PA, machinist, railroad roundhouse 
Ralph, 13 PA, apprentice, shoe repair shop 
Edward, 15 PA, news boy, street 
James, 19 PA, truck driver, grocery store 
For the children, all single, parents b. PA 
 
1930 Wilson, Northampton PA – 2230 Northampton St. – living with his wife’s father – 
conducted 15 Apr 1930 
George A. Rader, 51 PA, parents b. PA, widowed, age 26 at 1st marriage, automobile dealer, 
own business 
Dorothy Rader, 24 PA, parents b. PA, single, teacher, music [George’s daughter] 
John Buchanan, 31 PA, parents b. PA, age 29 at 1st marriage, doctor / dentist, WWI veteran 
[George’s son-in-law]] 
Marion, Buchanan, 25 PA, parents b. PA, age 23 at 1st marriage [George’s daughter] 
Carolyn Buchanan, 3 months PA, parents b. PA [George’s granddaughter] 
 
1940 Wilson, Northampton PA – 2-31 Washington Blvd. - conducted 3 Apr 1940 – in 1935 
Rural, Northampton PA 
John Buchanan, 40 PA, surgeon, dentist office 
Marian, 35 PA 
Carolyn, 10 PA 
Dorothy, 1 PA 
 
1950 Wilson, Northampton PA – 2033 Washington Blvd. – conducted 8 Apr 1950 
John C. Buchanan, 51 PA, dentist, private practice 
Marian S., 45 PA 
Dorothy A., 11 PA 
 
 
 
 


