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TUSCANIA 

 

Wartime casualty 
Brunslik, James Karel 
1894 PA – 1919 France 

 

 
Find A Grave 56339077 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-HWWZ-
W?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZN-

XVFF&action=view&cc=2968245 
 

 

 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92X-
K?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPHW-

8HDL&action=view&cc=2996059 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-HWWZ-W?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZN-XVFF&action=view&cc=2968245
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-HWWZ-W?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZN-XVFF&action=view&cc=2968245
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-HWWZ-W?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZN-XVFF&action=view&cc=2968245
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James Karel Brunslik’s family – the Brunclik family – 

Back (left to right); Edward [brother], Andy [likely brother Anton), Joe (brother Joseph 
James), Agnes (sister, Mrs. Elmer Gilbertson), Frank [brother] 

Front: Fransi (sister Frantiska/Frances Prock), Marie (sister, Mrs. John Curtiss) & his mother 
Anna 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/112035800/person/300114428315/media/5784f737-e51f-4150-a24f-

ecdf89058a95?_phsrc=yGI2751&_phstart=successSource 
 

Life: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/112035800/person/300114428315/media/5784f737-e51f-4150-a24f-ecdf89058a95?_phsrc=yGI2751&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/112035800/person/300114428315/media/5784f737-e51f-4150-a24f-ecdf89058a95?_phsrc=yGI2751&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/112035800/person/300114428315/media/5784f737-e51f-4150-a24f-ecdf89058a95?_phsrc=yGI2751&_phstart=successSource
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 3 
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Excerpts – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Tuesday 18 Mar 1919 p 10 
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“Washington (DC) Times Herald” Tuesday 18 Mar 1919 p 7 

 
Father: 
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Anton Brunclik & wife Anna Zahratka Brunclik - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/112035800/person/300114101602/media/64a8bcd2-2b4c-438e-82ac-

7bfd68085453 
 

Mother: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/112035800/person/300114101602/media/64a8bcd2-2b4c-438e-82ac-7bfd68085453
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/112035800/person/300114101602/media/64a8bcd2-2b4c-438e-82ac-7bfd68085453
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/112035800/person/300114101602/media/64a8bcd2-2b4c-438e-82ac-7bfd68085453
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/112035800/person/300114101603/facts 
 
 

Siblings: 
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Sister Marie Brunclik Curtiss (1885-1965) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/91673750:61484?tid=112035800&pid=300114101604&queryid=e2f81a44-
5000-409d-a4ef-f320586c6078&_phsrc=cPx23140&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91673750:61484?tid=112035800&pid=300114101604&queryid=e2f81a44-5000-409d-a4ef-f320586c6078&_phsrc=cPx23140&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91673750:61484?tid=112035800&pid=300114101604&queryid=e2f81a44-5000-409d-a4ef-f320586c6078&_phsrc=cPx23140&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91673750:61484?tid=112035800&pid=300114101604&queryid=e2f81a44-5000-409d-a4ef-f320586c6078&_phsrc=cPx23140&_phstart=successSource
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“Ludington (MI) Daily News” 26 Mar 1965 p 2 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/11789069/person/212137061611/media/f31524a4-a053-
4927-945c-1e0df3030180?queryId=9937a360-a6b8-449f-a5ea-

a901491cf382&_phsrc=cPx23142&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/11789069/person/212137061611/media/f31524a4-a053-4927-945c-1e0df3030180?queryId=9937a360-a6b8-449f-a5ea-a901491cf382&_phsrc=cPx23142&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/11789069/person/212137061611/media/f31524a4-a053-4927-945c-1e0df3030180?queryId=9937a360-a6b8-449f-a5ea-a901491cf382&_phsrc=cPx23142&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/11789069/person/212137061611/media/f31524a4-a053-4927-945c-1e0df3030180?queryId=9937a360-a6b8-449f-a5ea-a901491cf382&_phsrc=cPx23142&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/11789069/person/212137061611/media/f31524a4-a053-4927-945c-1e0df3030180?queryId=9937a360-a6b8-449f-a5ea-a901491cf382&_phsrc=cPx23142&_phstart=successSource
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Sister Anna Florence Brunclik Rogers (1886-1954) – with husband Stephen Warren Rogers 

& Allia Anna Rogers & Flora Justina Rogers - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/112035800/person/300112675379/media/c71f7c0b-413d-45f0-981c-

84093686b49a 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/112035800/person/300112675379/media/c71f7c0b-413d-45f0-981c-84093686b49a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/112035800/person/300112675379/media/c71f7c0b-413d-45f0-981c-84093686b49a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/112035800/person/300112675379/media/c71f7c0b-413d-45f0-981c-84093686b49a
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Sister Rosy/Rosie Brunclik (1888-1909) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/9683705/person/75296933/media/ca779c25-64e1-484a-
8c7b-06d0d6ec15ff?queryId=06e39d6c-d167-4a88-a975-

1f6221be3af7&_phsrc=cPx23146&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Brother Joseph James Brunclik (1896-1962) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6944/images/42035_520307001_006
7-01931?pId=300346268 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6944/images/42035_520307001_0067-01931?pId=300346268
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/6944/images/42035_520307001_0067-01931?pId=300346268
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/112035800/person/300114101608/facts 
 

 

 
Brother Charles Brunclik (1903-1907) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2344107:61483?tid=112035800&pid=300114428717&queryid=bbb2fcfc-
2016-4e18-ae2d-07d333202bd2&_phsrc=cPx23155&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/112035800/person/300114101608/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/112035800/person/300114101608/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2344107:61483?tid=112035800&pid=300114428717&queryid=bbb2fcfc-2016-4e18-ae2d-07d333202bd2&_phsrc=cPx23155&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2344107:61483?tid=112035800&pid=300114428717&queryid=bbb2fcfc-2016-4e18-ae2d-07d333202bd2&_phsrc=cPx23155&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2344107:61483?tid=112035800&pid=300114428717&queryid=bbb2fcfc-2016-4e18-ae2d-07d333202bd2&_phsrc=cPx23155&_phstart=successSource
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Brother Edward Brunslik (1906-1967) 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3145287:2375 
 

 
“Tacoma (WA) News Tribune” Monday 2 Jan 1967 p 52 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3145287:2375
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WA death record of Edward -https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/128555:6716 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/109696403/person/370194055276/facts 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/877742:61484?tid=109696403&pid=370194055276&queryid=bcda240d-
3e16-42c7-8c86-3b509314b80e&_phsrc=cPx23176&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/877742:61484?tid=109696403&pid=370194055276&queryid=bcda240d-3e16-42c7-8c86-3b509314b80e&_phsrc=cPx23176&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/877742:61484?tid=109696403&pid=370194055276&queryid=bcda240d-3e16-42c7-8c86-3b509314b80e&_phsrc=cPx23176&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/877742:61484?tid=109696403&pid=370194055276&queryid=bcda240d-3e16-42c7-8c86-3b509314b80e&_phsrc=cPx23176&_phstart=successSource
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“Waukesha (WI) Freeman” Wednesday 19 Jun 1940 p 7 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/140199977:61485 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/140199977:61485
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2928543:8561 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/23988895:60901 

 
 



21 
 

 
“Muncie (IN) Star” Tuesday 2 Feb 1988 p 8 – Find A Grave 107986912 

 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name:  James Karel Brunslik 
Name variations:  James Karl Brunslik, James Carl Brunslik, James Karrel Brunclik 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Supply Co. E - corporal 
Serial number:  251,209 
Entered service from:  Haugen, Barron WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: James Karel Brunslik 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Anton Brunslik, Haugen WI Brunslik 
Buried in France – body not returned to US 
World War I draft registration (1917): as James Carl Brunslik - b. 27 Aug 1894 Wheeling PA, 
res: Haugen WI. Single. Employed as a laborer at J.D. Stearns Lbr. Co., Okanah WI. 
Registered in Sanborn township, Ashland Co. WI. Tall in height, medium build. 



22 
 

 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged 23 Jan 1918 [this was not his discharge date as he died in service – this is the 
day he boarded the Tuscania to go overseas] 
Died: 1 Feb 1919 
Address: Haugen WI 
Rank/unit: corporal, Co. F, 101st Supply train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 27 Aug 1894 Wheeling (partially in Marshall County, partially in Ohio County) PA  
Died:  1 Feb 1919 France (of disease)  
Find A Grave record: 56339077, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Thiacourt-Regnieville, Departement de Muerthe-et-Moselle, Lorraine, 
France  
Cemetery: St. Mihiel American Cemetery & Memorial  
Tombstone: veteran tombstone - Corpl. 101 Supply Train 2 Div., Pennsylvania 
 
Father: Anton Brunclik, 4 Apr 1862 Bohemia – 17 Mar 1936 WI. Son of Joseph & Maria 
Brunclik. Joseph (1845 Bohemia – 1917 Chicago, Cook IL).  
Buried in Bohemian National Cemetery, Haugen, Barron WI. 
Find A Grave: 219577869 
 
Mother: Anna (Annie) Florence Zahratka Brunclik, 4 Mar 1865 Bohemia – 21 Sep 1933 WI.  
The word Zahradnik translates as “gardener” and her daughter Agnes’s birth record lists 
her parents as Anton Brunclik & Anna Gardner. 
Buried in Bohemian National Cemetery, Haugen. Barron WI.  
Find A Grave: 219577836 
Parents’ marriage: 1885 Chotina, Bohemia 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave: 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: 

• Mary (Marie) Brunclik Curtiss, 10 Apr 1885 Bohemia – 25 Mar 1965 Milwaukee, 
Milwaukee WI. Wife of John Jay Curtiss (1878-1964, F: 115363424), whom she 
married in Bear Lake, Barron WI on 28 Jul 1906. Arrived in the US in 1887. Buried in 
Forest Hill Memorial Park, Oak Creek, Milwaukee Co.  WI. F: 115363423 

• Anna Florence Brunclik Rogers, 8 Mar 1886 Pittsburg, Allegheny PA – 16 Jun 1954 
Ashland Co. WI. Wife of Stephen Warren Rogers (1875-1955. F: 15783366, buried as 
Warren S. Rogers), whom she married 6 Jun 1904 in WI. Buried in Greenwood 
Cemetery, Cable, Bayfield WI. F: 15783368 
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• Rosy (Rosie) Brunclik, 6 Aug 1888 Pittsburg, Allegheny PA – 1909. Buried in 
Bohemian National Cemetery, Haugen, Barron WI. F: 219577542 

• Anton Brunclik, 28 Apr 1890 PA – 14 Apr 1972 Birchwood, Washburn WI. Married to 
Rose Tichacek (1895-1979, F: 219577606), the daughter of Bart Martin Tichacek & 
Rose Mundl. Buried in Bohemian National Cemetery, Haugen, Barron WI. F: 
219577645 

• Joseph Brunclik, 23 Aug 1892 PA – Aug 1894 PA [1st child named Joseph] 
• Confused with James Karel - Vaclar/Vaclav Brunclik, ca. 1895 PA, entered in 1905 

WI state census – this may be a misinterpretation of “Karel” as the birth year 
matches & James is not listed. 

• Joseph James Brunclik, 6 Oct 1896 Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA – 2 Feb 1962. Buried 
with wife Prue O’Connor (1899-1962, F: 22849411). Named postmaster of Haugen, 
Barron WI on 1 Jul 1935. - Buried in Merrill Memorial Park, Merrill, Lincoln WI. F: 
22849410 

• Frantiska (Frances) C. Brunslik Prock, 21 Apr 1899 WI – 15 May 1972 Rice Lake, 
Barron WI. Wife of Francis Joseph (Frank) Prock (1894-1981, F: 154956774)), whom 
she married 28 Mar 1918. Buried in St. Joseph’s Cemetery, Rice Lake, Barron WI. F: 
154984556 

• Frank Carl Brunslik, 22 May 1901 Haugen, Barron WI – 31 Dec 1960 Rice Lake, 
Barron WI. Buried as BRUNSLIK with wife Carrie Christine Gilbert (1915-1999, F: 
114809565), whom he married 4 Aug 1936 in Rice Lake, Barron WI. Buried in Long 
Lake Lutheran Cemetery, Nobleton, Washburn WI, F: 114809583 

• Charles (Charley) Brunclik, 7 Sep 1903 or 28 Oct 1903 Haugen, Barron WI – 1907 
Rice Lake, Barron Co. WI. Buried in Bohemian National Cemetery, Haugen, Barron 
WI. F: 219577568 

• Edward Brunslik, 29 Oct 1906 Haugen, Barron WI - 1 Jan 1967 Westport, Grays 
Harbor Co. WA. SSN 387-07-0977. His records are often confused with those of a 
similarly named man born 31 Oct 1908 (F: 54236068). – He may be the man in the 
1930 census named Edward Brunslik (23 WI, single, parents b. Bohemia) was in the 
US Navy on Submarine-15, stationed in Coco Solo Submarine Base, Cristobal 
District, Panama Canal Zone.  – When he registered for the WWII draft on 16 Oct 
1940, Edward Brunslik , born 29 Oct 1905 Haugen WI, lived at 1021 W. Winnebago 
St., Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. He worked for Motor Transport, 900 W. St. Paul Ave., 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI & had a ”scar above nose.” His next-of-kin was Mrs. 
Violet Brunslik of the same address; their relationship was left blank.  – Edward had 
married Violet Verenda Hills on 12 Nov 1935 in Barron Co. WI. They divorced 15 Jun 
1940 in WI, but she is living with him in 1942 and is listed as his wife in the 1950 
census for Greenfield, Milwaukee WI. In that census, Edward Brunslik, 42 WI, 
plainer hand, machine manufacturer, lived at 10211 W. Greenfield Ave. with “wife” 
Violet (35 WI). – Violet Hills was born 20 Jul 1914 in Webster, Burnett WI & died 25 
Mar 1992 in Dakota Co. MN. She was the daughter of Forest Hills & Hattie Gunn. 
Violet married Chester Leroy Vessels (1932-1999, F: 88444591) on 13 Sep 1972 in 
Grant Co. SD. She is buried as Violet Vessels in Pleasant View Memorial Gardens, 
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Burnsville, Dakota MN, F: 88444583. – Edward married Geraldine (Jeraldine) Etta 
Bennett Erwin. Geraldine Bennett was the daughter of Jesse Korbert Bennett & Mary 
Etta Noble, b. 29 Jun 1906 Perry, Dallas IA – d. 30 Jan 1988 Muncie, Delaware Co. IN, 
buried with her first husband, with the surname Erwin, F: 107986912 in the same 
cemetery as Edward Brunslik. – On 20 Aug 1925 in Lehigh, Webster IA, Geraldine 
Bennett had married Leslie Orland Erwin (1903-1952, F: 107986866). When her son 
Marvin C. Erwin married on 3 Jun 1961 to Judy Ann Cox in Richmond IN, she is listed 
as Mrs. Edward Brunslik of Hoquiaim WA. – Edward’s cause of death was “drowning 
– cerebral concussion frontal contusion – abrasion” when he “apparently fell while 
fishing in the ocean, struck head and drowned” in the Pacific Ocean off Westport 
WA. His WA death certificate indicates he was cremated at Fern Hill in Aberdeen 
WA. - Buried in Union City Cemetery, Union City, Randolph IN. F: 107986962 

• Agnes Brunclik Gilbertson, 1 May 1909 Haugen, Barron WI – 28 May 1993 Rice Lake, 
Barron WI. Wife of Elmer Clarence Gilbertson (1904-1971, F: 254240358). Buried in 
Long Lake Lutheran Cemetery, Nobleton, Washburn WI. F: 254240371 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Washington Post" 19 Mar 1919 p 11 – casualty list: Cpl. James Karel Brunslik, Haugen WI, 
died of disease  
 
Post-war: 
 
US WWI Mothers’ Pilgrimate (Gold Star Mothers & Widows) 1929 – from Wisconsin – Barron 
County – Mrs. Anna Brunslik, PO Box 26, Haugen WI, mother of James K. Brunslik, corporal, 
Co. F, 101st Supply Train, St. Mihiel Cemetery 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Oak Grove, Barron WI 
Anton Brunclik, 37 Bohemia, Jun 1862, parents b. Bohemia, married 15 years, emigrated 
1887, in US 12 years, naturalized citizen, farmer 
Annie, 35 Bohemia, Mar 1865, parents b. Bohemia, emigrated 1887, in US for 12 years, 
gave birth to 8 children, 7 are living 
Mary, 15 Bohemia, Apr 1885, emigrated 1887, in US for 12 years 
Annie, 13 PA, Mar 1887 – note adds emigrated 1887, in US for 12 years – but she was born 
in the US 
Rosy, 11 PA, Aug 1888 
Anton, 10 PA, Apr 1890 
James, 5 PA, Oct 1894 
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Joseph, 3 PA, Oct 1896 
Francis, 1 WI, Apr 1899 [listed as son, although she is a daughter] 
Note: Vaclav, who should have been around 5 years old, not listed – is this “Karel” [i.e. 
James Karel] misinterpreted? 
 
1905 WI state census – Barron, Barron WI (conducted 1 Jun 1905) 
Anton Brunslik, 43 Bohemia, parents b. Bohemia, farmer 
Anna, 43 Bohemia, parents b. Bohemia 
Anton, 15 PA, farm laborer 
Vaclav, 10 PA [is this James Karel?] 
Joseph, 8 PA 
Frantiska, 6 WI 
Frank, 4 WI 
Karel, 4 WI [this appears to be Frank Carl] 
 
1910 Bear Lake, Barron WI – no James is listed – conducted 15 Apr 1910 
Anton Brunclik, 48 Bohemia, parents b. Bohemia, in 1st marriage, married 24 years, 
emigrated 1886 farmer, general farming 
Annie, 45 Bohemia, parents b. Bohemia, emigrated 1886m in 1st marriage, gave birth to 12 
children, 9 are living 
Joseph, 13 PA 
Frances, 11 WI [daughter] 
Frank, 8 WI 
Edward, 3 WI 
Agnes, 11 months WI 
 
 


