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Brunk, Loyde F. 
1896 NE – 1992 WA 
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“Spokane (WA) Spokesman-Review” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Sunday Oregonian” (Portland OR) Sunday 28 Jul 1918 p 45 
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“Longview (WA) Daily News” Saturday 26 Mar 1955 p 5 
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“Longview (WA) Daily News” Tuesday 27 Dec 1960 p 10 
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“Centralia (WA) Daily Chronicle” Wednesday 24 Jun 1964 p 2 
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“Longview (WA) Daily News” Friday 15 Mar 1957 p 7 
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Brother-in-law Charles Conley – “Longview (WA) Daily News” Monday 25 Mar 1957 p 13 
 
Wife: 
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Son: 
 



13 
 

 
“Longview (WA) Daily News” Friday 20 Nov 1981 p 12 
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“Centralia (WA) Daily Chronicle” Thursday 22 May 1943 p 14 
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“Centralia (WA) Daily Chronicle” Wednesday 13 May 1953 p 19 
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“Centralia (WA) Daily Chronicle” Monday 22 Jul 1957 p 8 
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“Centralia (WA) Daily Chronicle” Monday 27 Jun 1960 p 4 
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“Centralia (WA) Daily Chronicle” Tuesday 14 Feb 1961 p 1 

 
 
 
 

Father: 
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Fred Brunk – “Centralia (WA) Daily Chronicle” Saturday 10 Feb 1951 p 10 

 

 
“Centralia (WA) Daily Chronicle” Saturday 23 Nov 1907 p 5 
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“Saline County Democrat” (Friend NE) Tuesday 27 Sep 1904 p 1 
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“Saline County Democrat” Friend (NE) Tuesday 12 Mar 1895 p 4 
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“Dorchester (NE) Star” Thursday 14 Mar 1895 p 3 
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“Crete (NE) Vidette-Herald” Thursday 14 Mar 1895 p 5 

 

 
“Beaver Crossing (NE) Independent Examiner” Saturday 2 Dec 1905 p 8 
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Mrs. Fred Brunk, not Mrs. John Brunk – “Dorchester (NE) Star” Thursday 19 Aug 1909 p 2 
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“Cambridge (NE) Clarion” Thursday 9 Jan 1930 p 1 

 
 
 

Siblings: 
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Brother Frank Brunk (1899-1900) – “Friend (NE) Sentinel” Thursday 2 Aug 1900 p 6 
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Brother Merle Bremford Brunk (1904-1973) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/6696737:6716?tid=&pid=&queryid=3de5f447-ffec-442b-ade4-
63e5ce8962e9&_phsrc=cPx22979&_phstart=successSource 
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June Lorraine Crate – West Seattle (WA) High School yearbook 1935 - 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/717098:62271 
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Brother Merle Brunk (1904-1973) – “Chehalis (WA) Bee-Nugget” Friday 25 Jun 1937 p 10 

 

 
“Longview (WA) Daily News” Wednesday 17 Apr 1957 p 8 
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“Longview (WA) Daily News” Thursday 15 Feb 1973 p 38 
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name: Loyde F. Brunk 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number: 250,770 
Entered service from: Vader, Lewis WA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Loyde Brunk 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Nellie Brunk, Vader WA 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Loyde Brunk 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Nellie Brunk, Vader WA (pvt, 18th Co., 20th 
Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Loyde Brunk – b. 17 Mar 1896 Dorchester NE; res: 
318 First, Raymond, Okanogan WA. Single. Logger, Pacific Logging Co., South Bend. Tall & 
slender. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: Vader WA 

World War II draft registration (1942): as Loyde Brunk - b. 17 Mar 1896 Dorcester NE; res: 
Box 116, Vader WA. NOK Fred Brunk, Vader WA. Employed by Long Bell Lumber Co., 
Ryderwood WA. Height: 5’11” – 150 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 8 Dec 1917  
Discharged 11 Jun 1919 
Address: Vader WA 
Rank/unit: private, 18th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
WA military record: serial 2507770 [incorrect], b. Dorchester NE, entered Army at 21 years, 
8 months old. Resident Vader WA. Inducted at Vancouver Barracks WA on 8 Dec 1917. 
Discharged 11 Jun 1919. In 18th Co., 20th Engineers to discharge. Overseas 24 Jan1918 to 28 
May 1919. 0% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 17 Mar 1896 Dorchester, Saline NE  
Died: 11 Nov 1992 Centralia, Lewis WA (in a nursing home)  
Find A Grave record: 38961442, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
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Burial location: Vader, Lewis WA [Little Falls WA was established in 1874 & renamed Vader 
in 1913; Little Falls is now a ghost town] 
Cemetery: Little Falls 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: Fred Brunk, 15 Dec 1875 Dorcester, Saline NE – 8 Feb 1951Vader, Lewis WA.  
Son of Henry H. Brunk (1835-1904, F: 158633632) & his 1st wife, Anna Elizabeth 
Heron/Herron (1837-1893, F: 69455000). They married in 1858. She is listed as Elizabeth 
Heeran in Henry’s obituary. Henry then married his deceased wife’s sister, Helen Herron 
(1835-1903) in 1898 & then Emma A. Stewart (1853-1932, later Packwood) in 1904.  
Buried in Little Falls Cemetery, Vader, Lewis WA.  
Find A Grave: 42349535 
 
Mother: Nellie M. Long Brunk, 1874 or 1875 IL – 30 Jan 1950 Vader, Lewis WA.  
Daughter of James S. Long (1850 VA – 1909 NE, F: 103086287) & Hattie E. Brown (1854-
1930, F: 103086303) who married in 1874. 
Buried in Little Falls Cemetery, Vader, Lewis WA. 
Find A Grave: 42349542 
Parents’ marriage: 7 Mar 1895 near Friend NE, at the home of her parents 
 
Spouse:  Cecilia L. Conley Brunk, 18 May 1902 WA – Jul 1987 Vader, Lewis WA.  
Daughter of George S. Conley & Nellie Garrety. 
Buried in Little Falls Cemetery, Vader, Lewis WA. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 38961555 
Marriage: 28 Dec 1921 Lewis Co. WA – Cecilia L. Conley, age 29, resident of Vader WA, 
daughter of George Conley & Nellie Garrety, cook. Born Hageman/Hogeman (?). Loyde 
Brunk, age 25, resident of Vader WA, son of Fred Brunk & Nellie M. Long, logger, born NE. 
Both their 1st marriages.  
 
Children: 

• George Fredric Leslie Brunk, 28 Sep 1922 Vader, Lewis WA – 19 Nov 1981 Lewis Co. 
WA. Known as “Leslie.” Obituary: “Longview (WA) Daily News” 20 Nov 1981 p 12 – 
Leslie Brunk, age 59, lifelong resident of Vader, died 19 Nov 1981 at Vader A. Born 
28 Sep 1922 in Vader. Graduate of Winlock High School. Former owner-operator of 
the Little Crane Café in Vader. Son of Loyde & Cecilia Brunk of Vader.  – Buried in 
Little Falls Cemetery, Vader, Lewis WA. F: 51978686 

 
Siblings:  

• Frank Brunk, Jul 1899 NE (1900 census) – 25 Jul 1900 NE. Died of cholera infantum.  
• Merle Bremford Brunk, 5 Dec 1904 Knab, Lewis WA – 13 Feb 1973 Longview, Cowlitz 

WA. – On 4 Oct 1947 in Kelso, Grays Harbor WA, Merle married June M. Warren. 
They divorced 14 Mar 1952 in Douglas Co. OR. – June appears to be June Lorraine 
Crate, b. 19 Jun 1917 Kelso WA & died Nov 1977, daughter of James W. & Mary 
Crate. In the 1920 census for Portland, Multnomah OR, June L. Crate (2 WA) lived 
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with parents James W. Crate (45 OR) & Mary (40 KS) on Union Ave. N. James was a 
patrolman for the city of Portland OR. – June Crate had married Clifford Ernest 
Warren on 20 May 1938 in Pierce Co. WA. Clifford was born 25 Jun 1914 in Seattle, 
King WA. June’s death records list her surname as Warren & her last residence in 
Anchorage AK. – In 1950, Merle B. Brunk (44 WA, trim sawyer in a sawmill) lived in 
Vader, Lewis WA at 91 “B” St. with wife June (32 WA) & daughter Tamara L. (6 NC). – 
June M. Brunk married Howard Williamson Crowe (7 Mar 1913 Snohomish Co. WA – 
18 Nov 1990, last residence Myrtle Creek, Douglas OR), son of James Crowe & May 
Barton) on 15 Sep 1952 in Grants Pass, Josephine OR. It was the 3rd marriage for 
both. - Brother.Merle was survived by wife Mildred. He & Mildred Griffith 
(undetermined if her maiden name or name from a previous marriage) in WA in April 
1957. – Merle died of lobar pneumonia, possibly caused by influenza & had 
Laennec’s cirrhosis. - Buried in Little Falls Cemetery, Vader, Lewis WA. F: 42349558 

 
Notes: 
Wartime: 
Post-war: 
 
“Longview (WA) Daily News” 26 Mar 1955 p 5 – Loyde Brunk receiving a 25-year service pin 
from Long-Bell Lumber Co. 
 
“Centralia (WA) Daily Chronicle” 24 Jun 1964 p 2 – Among the 13 Toledo WA men who will 
receive certificates for completing fire service training is Loyde Brunk. 
 
Obituary: 
“Longview (WA) Daily News” 13 Nov 1992 p 14 – longtime Vader resident d. at age 96 on 11 
Nov 1992 in a Centralia nursing home. Born 17 Mar 1896 in Dorchester NE. Resident of 
Vader since 1907, coming here from NE. In Army engineers in WWI. Life member Toledo 
WA VFW. Worked for Long-Bell Lumber Co., retiring as a logger in 1957. Volunteer 
firefighter in Vader for many years. Married 28 Dec 1921 Cecilia Connely [sic] in Vader; she 
died 1 Jul 1987. He was also preceded in death by his son Leslie, who d. 19 Nov 1981.  
 
Social Security Number: 531-09-0636 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Monroe, Saline NE – conducted 8 Jun 1900 
Fred Brunk, 23 NE, Dec 1876, parents b. NY, married 5 years, farmer 
Nelie [sic], 24 IL, Dec 1875, father b. VA, mother b. NY, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Loyde, 6 NE, Mar 1896 
Frank, 10 months NE, Jul 1899 
 
1910 Little Falls, Lewis WA – “B” St. 
Fred Brunk, 34 NE, parents b. NY, married 15 years, stableman, livery & feed barn 
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Nellie, 35 IL, father b. VA, mother b. IL, gave birth to 3 children, 2 are living 
Lloyd F., 14 NE 
Merle B., 5 WA 
 
1920 Little Falls precinct, Vader, Lewis WA – living as one of the inhabitants of a box car at 
the Northern Pacific Railway camp – line 1 – listed as “head” 
Loyd Brunk, 24 NE, father b. NE, mother b. IL. Single. Laborer, dredge 
 
1930 Vader, Lewis WA – “E” St. 
Lloyd Brunk, 34 NE, parents b. NE, age 25 at 1st marriage, forest ranger for state 
Cecilia, 27 WA, father b. NC, mother b. Ireland, age 19 at 1st marriage 
Leslie, 7 WA [son] 
 
1940 Vader, Lewis WA – same house in 1935 
Loyd Brunk, 44 NE, rigup man, logging 
Cecilia, 38 WA 
Leslie, 17 WA 
 
1950 Vader, Lewis WA 
Loyde Brunk, 54 NE, bridge construction, lumber company 
Cecilia, 47 WA 
 
 


