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TUSCANIA 

 
 

Brunette, Russell Joseph 
1891 WI – 1981 WI 

 
 
    
 
 

 
Russell Joseph Brunette, with wife Leslie - courtesy of Steven Schwartz and found at: 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/152880981/person/252025390557/media/875f0889-f64b-

4105-8461-281a689e57e4?queryId=ec54218d-9777-4761-93d7-
273fa0ae4b9d&_phsrc=cPx22934&_phstart=successSource  

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/152880981/person/252025390557/media/875f0889-f64b-4105-8461-281a689e57e4?queryId=ec54218d-9777-4761-93d7-273fa0ae4b9d&_phsrc=cPx22934&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/152880981/person/252025390557/media/875f0889-f64b-4105-8461-281a689e57e4?queryId=ec54218d-9777-4761-93d7-273fa0ae4b9d&_phsrc=cPx22934&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/152880981/person/252025390557/media/875f0889-f64b-4105-8461-281a689e57e4?queryId=ec54218d-9777-4761-93d7-273fa0ae4b9d&_phsrc=cPx22934&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/152880981/person/252025390557/media/875f0889-f64b-4105-8461-281a689e57e4?queryId=ec54218d-9777-4761-93d7-273fa0ae4b9d&_phsrc=cPx22934&_phstart=successSource
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Robert & wife Leslie at top left – Maud C. Navarre is holding baby, Cynthia Anna Grignon at 

far right – others unidentified - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/81434721/person/392043063687/media/fb99e86f-4816-

4513-9276-bb588af993d3?_phsrc=yGI2679&usePUBJs=true and 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/152880981/person/252025390557/media/d00db695-bf0e-
407e-8981-805b16e62a42?queryId=ca08956d-6c42-447d-84e2-

21b9837c768f&_phsrc=cPx22933&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/81434721/person/392043063687/media/fb99e86f-4816-4513-9276-bb588af993d3?_phsrc=yGI2679&usePUBJs=true
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/81434721/person/392043063687/media/fb99e86f-4816-4513-9276-bb588af993d3?_phsrc=yGI2679&usePUBJs=true
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/81434721/person/392043063687/media/fb99e86f-4816-4513-9276-bb588af993d3?_phsrc=yGI2679&usePUBJs=true
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2046/images/43787_343528-

00628?pId=6242822 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-HWSD-

5?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZM-
5L8D&action=view&cc=2968245 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2046/images/43787_343528-00628?pId=6242822
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2046/images/43787_343528-00628?pId=6242822
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5040850:2375 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Sunday 19 Jul 1981 p 44 

 
 

Life: 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Tuesday 14 Jan 1908 p 5 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Friday 20 Mar 1908 p 1 

 
 
 
 

 
“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Friday 30 Apr 1915 p 15 

 



8 
 

 

 
“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 7 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Wednesday 30 Mar 1921 p 12 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Thursday 9 Jul 1925 p 8 
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Maternal grandfather - “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Saturday 3 Apr 1926 p 15 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Tuesday 26 Apr 1932 p 21 

 

 
“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Monday 17 Apr 1933 p 1 

 

 
“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Saturday 25 Aug 1934 p 15 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Saturday 29 Sep 1934 p 2 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Monday 13 May 1935 p 12 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Monday 29 Apr 1935 p 12 

 
 

 
“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Saturday 18 Jun 1938 p 11 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Monday 20 Jun 1938 p 16 
 

 
“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Wednesday 22 May 1940 p 23 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Monday 23 Aug 1943 p 8 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Saturday 4 Sep 1954 p 24 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Saturday 25 Jun 1938 p 21 

 
 
 
 

Wife Elizabeth Lawe 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/3187479:9093?tid=&pid=&queryid=b1fdd0be-f2de-4e40-bb26-
a0bb8c66fd6e&_phsrc=cPx22904&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Tuesday 11 Mar 1947 p 15 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3187479:9093?tid=&pid=&queryid=b1fdd0be-f2de-4e40-bb26-a0bb8c66fd6e&_phsrc=cPx22904&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3187479:9093?tid=&pid=&queryid=b1fdd0be-f2de-4e40-bb26-a0bb8c66fd6e&_phsrc=cPx22904&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3187479:9093?tid=&pid=&queryid=b1fdd0be-f2de-4e40-bb26-a0bb8c66fd6e&_phsrc=cPx22904&_phstart=successSource
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“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 13 Jun 1934 p 4 
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“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Friday 19 Oct 1934 p 5 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Friday 4 Aug 1944 p 8 
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Elizabeth’s father – “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Tuesday 11 Mar 1947 p 15 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Monday 22 Jun 1953 p 19 
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31 
 



32 
 

 
Article continues – includes 2 photos – “Green Bay (WI) Post-Gazette” Monday 22 Jun 1953 
p 19 
 
 
 

Wife Leslie E. Houle 
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Leslie Houle Brunette with unidentified baby - 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/LJGZ-GBD 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/LJGZ-GBD
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Leslie Houle Brunette – seated, 2nd from right - “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Tuesday 22 

Jan 1952 p 26 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91195151:61484 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/156066270:61482 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91195151:61484
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/156066270:61482
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1388808:8790 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1388808:8790
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Tuesday 19 Aug 1924 p 13 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Saturday 16 Jul 1977 p 17 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Thursday 13 Dec 1934 p 8 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Children: 
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Daughter Marcella Marie Brunette (1923-1927) - “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Thursday 

16 Aug 1923 p 5 
 
 
 

 
“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Saturday 15 Jan 1927 p 18 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Monday 17 Jan 1927 p 2 

 

 
Son Fr. Brunette Milton Brunette (1926-2004) – Find A Grave 135173711 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Saturday 27 Nov 2004 p 10 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Saturday 27 Nov 2004 p 10 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Tuesday 27 Apr 1954 p 10 

 
 
 

Father: 
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Mose Brunette & wife Jane Fredenberg/Fredenburg - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/81434721/person/32445110094/media/c5fbd64c-1f08-49b1-

ac5b-4072a32600ef?queryId=7b741ee2-5634-4ee5-9079-
f55e4caf97b9&_phsrc=cPx22937&_phstart=successSource 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Monday 7 Aug 1944 p 19 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Wednesday 16 Sep 1925 p 13 

 
Mother: 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Thursday 19 Dec 1929 p 21 

 

 
maternal grandmother – 12 Oct 1887 Watertown WI - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/191679279/person/392577749119/media/d433e642-3059-4338-a4d6-
c74baa8a2481 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Siblings: 
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Brother Emanuel Abraham Brunette (1882-1908) -  

“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Friday 3 Apr 1908 p 11 
 



53 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1286554:2544?tid=191679279&pid=392577748668&queryid=eb1123dc-
c94b-4581-9eb6-18017d6a8d11&_phsrc=cPx22942&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1286554:2544?tid=191679279&pid=392577748668&queryid=eb1123dc-c94b-4581-9eb6-18017d6a8d11&_phsrc=cPx22942&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1286554:2544?tid=191679279&pid=392577748668&queryid=eb1123dc-c94b-4581-9eb6-18017d6a8d11&_phsrc=cPx22942&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1286554:2544?tid=191679279&pid=392577748668&queryid=eb1123dc-c94b-4581-9eb6-18017d6a8d11&_phsrc=cPx22942&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/35034921:61482 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/1574239/person/959293784/media/17db2621-33cd-4bab-
8597-af00ac2290fa?queryId=cfb38fd9-c0c0-4809-9985-

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/35034921:61482
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2d5cce96b120&_phsrc=cPx22944&_phstart=successSource

 
 

St. John the Baptist Church burials – last entry on right side - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/1574239/person/959293784/media/17db2621-33cd-4bab-
8597-af00ac2290fa?queryId=cfb38fd9-c0c0-4809-9985-

2d5cce96b120&_phsrc=cPx22944&_phstart=successSource 
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Sister Mayme Catherine Brunette Salscheider (1883-1977) – “Green Bay (WI) Press-

Gazette” Thursday 3 Nov 1977 p 42 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61482/images/47503_00012-

02469?pId=35035492 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61482/images/47503_00012-02469?pId=35035492
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61482/images/47503_00012-02469?pId=35035492
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61484/images/45638_00010-

01777?pId=91686877 
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Sister Helen Cecily Brunette (1885-1887) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61483/images/47735_00005-
01109?pId=2725860 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61483/images/47735_00005-01109?pId=2725860
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61483/images/47735_00005-01109?pId=2725860
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2726956:61483?tid=191679279&pid=392577748763&queryid=3bf37625-
af3a-4401-a63c-3baffca230ff&_phsrc=cPx22949&_phstart=successSource 
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Sister Grace Brunette Matzke (1887-1962) - “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Thursday 10 

May 1962 p 34 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Wednesday 9 May 1962 p 48 
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Robert as best man – “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Thursday 28 Oct 1915 p 11 
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Sister Loretta Brunette Kuester (1889-1947) – “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Friday 21 

Nov 1947 p 4 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Friday 17 Aug 1923 p 14 
 

 

 
Sister Mabel Alma Brunette Walter (1890-1985) – “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” 

Wednesday 30 Jan 1985 p 32 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Tuesday 27 Jan 1914 p 7 

 

 
“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Wednesday 29 Apr 1914 p 10 
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Brother Robert William Brunette (1893-1965) – “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Wednesday 

10 Mar 1965 p 2 
 
 

 
Brother Arnold Louis Brunette (1896-1974) – “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Thursday 9 Jul 

1896 p 5 
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Sister Ethel Marie Brunette Brewer (1898-1971) – “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Thursday 

10 Jun 1926 p 21 
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“Chicago (IL) Tribune” Sunday 16 May 1971 p 40 

 
? - Partner Frances Heath & reportedly his daughter Jane (Jennie) Heath Weso 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/8298842/person/300172810370/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/8298842/person/300172810370/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/91271571:61484?tid=8298842&pid=300173212519&queryid=1b5ae7f9-
8a01-41df-abc4-570b47c33ea0&_phsrc=cPx22961&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2136756:61483?tid=8298842&pid=300173212519&queryid=b9daf27c-ff58-
4ecd-bb9d-4b5f44b798d2&_phsrc=cPx22965&_phstart=successSource 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Russell Joseph Brunette 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - corporal 
Serial number:  250,479 
Entered service from:  Suring, Oconto WI 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91271571:61484?tid=8298842&pid=300173212519&queryid=1b5ae7f9-8a01-41df-abc4-570b47c33ea0&_phsrc=cPx22961&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91271571:61484?tid=8298842&pid=300173212519&queryid=1b5ae7f9-8a01-41df-abc4-570b47c33ea0&_phsrc=cPx22961&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91271571:61484?tid=8298842&pid=300173212519&queryid=1b5ae7f9-8a01-41df-abc4-570b47c33ea0&_phsrc=cPx22961&_phstart=successSource
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Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Russell J. Brunette 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Mose Brunette, Suring WI 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Russell J. Brunette 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Mose Brunette, RFD 1, Suring WI (sgt, 17th Co., 
20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Russell J. Brunette - b. 7 Oct 1891 Duck Creek WI; 
res: Suring, Oconto WI. Single. Employed as sawmill laborer for Brooks-Scanlon Lbr. Co., 
Bend OR – registered in Bend OR. “thumb off on right hand” – Caucasian – Height: 5’6” – 
157 lbs. Card signed Russell (with two L’s). Registered early, on 25 May 1917, in advance of 
5 Jun 1917 national registration day 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Russell Joseph Brunette - b. 7 Oct 1891 Brown WI; 
res: 818 S. Roosevelt St., Green Bay, Brown WI. NOK Mrs. Leslie Brunette, of same 
address. Employed at Green Bay Home Building Co., 404 N. Adams St., Green Bay, Brown 
WI. Height 5’ 5 ½ inches, 160 lbs. “Thumb amputated at 1st joint on right side” 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 8 Dec 1917 
Discharged 12 Jun 1919 
Address:1165 Law St., Green Bay WI 
Rank/unit: sergeant, 17th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 7 Oct 1891 Duck Creek, Brown WI  
Died:  17 Jul 1981 Green Bay, Brown WI (in a Green Bay convalescent home, after a short 
illness)  
Find A Grave record: 84403727, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Green Bay, Brown WI  
Cemetery: Allouez Catholic  
Tombstone: veteran flat - Sgt US Army WWI 
 
Father: Mose Brunette, 17 Nov 1857 Green Bay, Brown WI – 5 Aug 1944 Green Bay, Brown 
WI. Son of Charles Dominick Brunette (1835-1928, F: 147652420) & Philomene Allard 
(1843-1915, F: 147652420). According to Philomene’s Find A Grave record, the couple had 
15 children.  
Obituary: “Green Bay Press-Gazette” 7 Aug 1944 p 19 – d. age 86 on 5 Aug at a local 
hospital, resident 223 – 12th Ave., commercial fisherman in Duck Creek for many years, 
later farmed in Suring WI. During the last 18 years lived with his daughter, Mrs. Joe Walter, 
in Green Bay. Survived by 5 daughters – Mrs. Joe Walter, Mrs. George Salscheider, Mrs. 
Felix Matzke, Mrs. Richard Kuester (all of Green Bay) & Mrs. L.H. Brewer of Chicago IL – and 
3 sons: Russell Brunette (Green Bay), Robert Brunette (Milwaukee WI) & Arnold Brunette 
(Suring WI). Funeral 9 Aug; burial in Duck Creek. 
Buried in St. Joseph the Baptist Church Cemetery, Howard, Brown WI. 
Find A Grave: 147652005 
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Mother: Jane Fredenburg/Fredenberg Brunette, 10 Mar 1861 Brown Co. WI – 19 Dec 1929 
Green Bay, Brown WI.  
Daughter of Abraham Fredenberg (Fredenburg) (1816 VT – 1900, F: 148207708 & Mary Pe-
Tah-Kow Moses (a Native American, 1824 WI – 1 Mar 1887 Howard, Brown WI) 
Obituary: “Green Bay Press-Gazette” 19 Dec 1929 p 21 – Mrs. Jane Brunette, age 68, d. 19 
Dec 1921 at the home of her daughter, Mrs. George Salscheider, 225 S. Clay. She was ill 
about 1 year. Survived by 8 children: Mrs. George [Mayme] Salscheider, Mrs. Felix [Grace] 
Matzke, Mrs. Joseph Walters [Mabel/Mable] & Mrs. Richard Kiester [Loretta Kuester] & 
Russell Brunette – all of Green Bay WI – plus Robert Brunette (Milwaukee WI), Mrs. Lewis 
[Ethel] Brewer of Chicago IL & Arnold Brunette of Suring WI. Maiden name found spelled a 
variety of ways, such as Fredenberg, Friedenberg, Vradenberg. She is listed as Indian 
(Native American) in the 1910 census, a member of the Menominee tribe. In this census, 
her children were originally entered as white & then “IND” written over those entries. Her 
father, Abraham/Abram Fredenburgm was white, born in VT. Her mother Mary Moses 
(1824-1887) appears to be Native American, the daughter of W-Tah-Quah-Ne & So-Was-
Ka-Kum. 
Buried in St. John the Baptist Church Cemetery, Howard, Brown WI. 
Find A Grave: 147652018 
Parents’ marriage: 1881 
Family tree: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/191679279/person/392577747754/facts 
 
Partner? 
Ancestry.com genealogy indicates that Russell fathered a child with Frances Heath, 1894 
Menominee Indian Reservation, Shawano Co. WI – 30 May 1932 at the same location. 
Frances was the daughter of Walter & Magagie Heath.  
Allegedly, Russell’s daughter was Jane (Jennie) Heath, born 26 Mar 1911. She married 
Monroe Kaso Weso (1904-1983) on 2 Oct 1913 (also found as 8 Nov 1913) in Kashena, 
Menominee WI. Frances Morgan died 23 Feb 1979. Jane Weso is buried in St. Michael’s 
Catholic Church Cemetery, Kashena, Menominee WI.  
On 8 Nov 1913 Frances Heath married Thomas Morgan (17 Sep 1877 – 10 May 1932 WI) in 
Keshena, Menominee WI.  
 
Spouse: Elizabeth V. (Lizzie) Lawe Brunette Worden, 8 Aug 1892 Keshena, Menominee WI – 
29 Oct 1971.      
Daughter of Jerome Mamahawa Lawe Sr. (1861-1947) & Margaret Zepherine (Maggie) 
Bennett (ca. 1875 -           ).            
In the 1900 census for the Menominee Indian Reservation in Shawano WI, “Lizzie” Lawe (8 
WI, born Aug 1891) lived with parents James Lawe (39 WI, parents b. WI, hotel keeper) & 
Maggie (25 WI, Sep 1874) plus brothers Jerome J. (8 WI, Mar 1894) & Raymond (4 WI, Jan 
1896). Her parents had been married 11 years; her mother had given birth to 3 children, 3 
of whom were living. Everyone’s parents had been born in Wisconsin.      

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/191679279/person/392577747754/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/191679279/person/392577747754/facts
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In the 1905 WI state census, she is living with her parents Jerome (45 WI, hotel keeper) & 
Maggie (29 WI) Lawe on the Menominee Indian Reservation at Shawano WI. She is listed as 
age 10, b. WI. Her siblings are Jerome Jr. (11 WI) & Raymond (9 WI). All are listed as 
“Indian” (Native American). 
In 1910, Elizabeth Law [sic] (18 WI) lives on the Menominee Indian Reservation, Shawano 
WI with parents Jerome Law (48 WI, keeper of a general store) & wife Maggie (35 WI) & 
brothers Jerome (15 WI) & Raymond (14 WI) Her parents are both in their 1st marriages, 
married 20 years. Her mother has given birth to 3 children, 3 of whom are living. All are 
Indian. 
Following her marriage in 1915 to Russell Brunette, Elizabeth married Simon F. Worden.  
Simon was born 15 Jun 1892 on the Menominee Indian Reservation in Shawano WI, 
according to his WWII draft registration. His next-of-kind was “Mrs. Simon Worden” and he 
worked at the Menominee Indian Mills in Neopit WI.  
In the 1940 census for the Menominee Indian Reservation in Shawano WI, Simon is listed 
as Simon Kakquitak (48 WI), residing with wife Elilzabeth Kakquitak (48 WI) & children 
Jerome (20 WI) & Virginia (22 WI). Virginia later marries a man named Waukau. Theirr 
In the 1950 census for the Menominee Indian Reservation in Shawano WI, Simon F. 
Worden (57 WI) lives with wife Elizabeth V. (57 WI). Both are Native American; neither has 
an occupation. 
Simon appears in newspaper accounts as an interpreter, mentioned through 1953. His 
name also appears as Simion Kakwitch.  
Buried in St. Michael’s Catholic Cemetery, Kashena, Menominee WI 
Spouse Find A Grave: 243011160 
1st marriage: 26 Jan 1915 in Menominee, Menominee MI to Elizabeth Lawe. Russell 
Brunette was a resident of Neopit WI, b. Duck Creek WI, age 23, setter in mill, son of Mose 
Brunette & June Fredenburg. Elizabeth was a resident of Keshena WI, b. Keshena WI, age 
22, cook, daughter of Jerome Lawe & Margaret Bennett. Married by justice of the peace. (in 
the eyes of the Catholic Church, would not be considered a valid marriage) 
 
Spouse:  Leslie E. Houle Brunette, 22 Aug 1889 Suring, Oconto WI – 15 Jul 1977 Green Bay, 
Brown WI.  
Daughter of Gabriel Houle Jr. (1848-1907, F: 107586237) & Theresa Nancy (Ne kik o qua) 
Grignon (1844/1845 – 1924, F: 86686869).  
Her son, Rev. Bernard Brunette, a Catholic priest, officiated at her funeral.  
Buried in Allouez Catholic Cemetery, Green Bay, Brown WI.  
Spouse Find A Grave: 84403714 
2nd marriage: to Leslie E. Houle on 5 Apr 1920 in Green Bay, Brown WI. 
 
Children: by 2nd wife Leslie Houle: 

• Marcella Marie Brunette, 15 Aug 1923 Green Bay, Brown WI – Jan 1927 Rhinelander. 
Oneida WI. Obituary: “Green Bay Press-Gazette” 17 Jan 1927 p 2 – Funeral of 
Marcella Brunette, 3-year-old daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Russell Brunette of 1165 
Lewis, who died at Rhinelander WI, will be held at St. Willebrords on 17 Jan 1927. 
Buried in Allouez Catholic Cemetery, Green Bay, Brown WI. F: 84403718 
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• Bernard Milton Brunette, 5 Mar 1926 Green Bay, Brown WI – 26 Nov 2004 St. Norbert 
Abbey, De Pere, Brown WI. A Catholic priest. Obituaries: “Green Bay Press-Gazette” 
28 Nov 2004 p 18 – photo  - Father Bernard Milton Brunette, O. Praem. (Ordo 
Praemonstratensis, the Norbertine fathers), age 78, of St. Norbert Abbey in De Pere 
d. on 26 Nov at his home.  Burial in the Abbey Cemetery. Member of the Norbertine 
Community of St. Norbert Abbey & a Norbertine priest. Born 26 Mar 1926 in in Green 
Bay to Russell & Leslie (Houle) Brunette. Home parish was St. Willebrord Parish in 
Green Bay. Graduate Central Catholic High School, Green Bay, in Jun 1944. B.A. in 
philosophy from St. Norbert College, De Pere WI, 1948. M.A. in education from the 
University of Delaware 1957. Entered St. Norbert Abbey & professed as a novice on 
28 Aug 1944. Took simple vows 28 Aug 1946 & solemn vows 28 Mar 1949. Ordained 
a priest 19 May 1951. Member of faculty at St. Norbert High School (De Pere WI) – 
Archmere Academy (Claymont DE) – Abbot Pennings High School (De Pere). 
Associate pastor of St. Willebrord. Pastor of St. Joseph Parish (Milwaukee WI) for 21 
years. Preceded in death by parents & 1 sister Marcella. – Buried in Saint Norbert 
Abbey Cemetery, De Pere, Brown WI. F: 135173711 

 
Siblings: 

• Emanuel Abraham (Manuel/Mannie) Brunette Jr., 9 Jul 1882 Duck Creek, Brown WI – 
1 Apr 1908 Duck Creek, Brown WI. Obituary: “Green Bay Press-Gazette” 3 Apr 
1908p 11 – “Emanuel Brunette is Killed in Runaway” – resident of Duck Creek for 25 
years, b. in Duck Creek & lived there entire life, killed in the woods near Phlix WI 
[Phlox, Langlade Co. WI?] when he was thrown out of the buggy he was driving. The 
team became frightened; it is believed his head hit a tree. His body arrived in Green 
Bay at 3:05 p.m. today on the Chicago & North Western Railroad & was taken to the 
home of his father, Joseph (?) at Duck Creek. Funeral at St. John’s Church, with 
burial in Duck Creek. He is survived by his parents, 3 brothers & 5 sisters. Buried in 
St. John the Baptist Church Cemetery, Howard, Brown WI.  F: 147652064 

• Mayme Catherine [born Mary Ellen] Brunette Salscheider, 3 Nov 1883 Green Bay, 
Brown WI – 2 Nov 1977 Green Bay, Brown WI. Husband of George Salscheider 
(1879-1938, F: 149362223), whom she married in Green Bay, Brown WI on 30 Jan 
1906. Obituary: “Green Bay Press-Gazette” 3 Nov 1977 p 42. When she died, was 
survived by 2 siblings: Russell Brunette & Mrs. Mable Walters, both of Green Bay. 
One online genealogy lists her as “Mary Elisa Brunette.” Buried in St. John the 
Baptist Church Cemetery, Howard, Brown WI. F: 149362303 

• Helen Cecily/Cecilia Brunette, 8 Oct 1885 Duck Creek, Brown WI – 26 Oct 1887 
Duck Creek, Brown WI. Her middle name on one WI death certificate is Cecily; on 
the other, it is Cecilia. Funeral at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church. Buried in 
Duck Creek Cemetery, Green Bay, Brown WI. F: 227118885 

• Grace Abby Brunette Matzke, 2 Sep 1887 Duck Creek, Brown WI – 9 May 1962 Green 
Bay, Brown WI. Wife of Felix F. Matzke (1884-1953, F: 123049397). They married 28 
Oct 1915 in St. Patrick’s Church, Green Bay, Brown WI. Obituary: “Green Bay Press-
Gazette” 9 May 1962 p 48 – b. Duck Creek WI, married 1915 to Felix Matzke. 
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Survived by 3 sisters: Mrs. Mayme Salscheider (Green Bay), Mrs. Mabel Walters 
(Green Bay) & Mrs. Lewis Brewer (Chicago) & 3 brothers: Russell Brunette (Green 
Bay), Robert Brunette (Milwaukee) & Arnold Brunette (Suring WI) Buried in Allouez 
Catholic Cemetery, Green Bay, Brown WI F: 123049398 

• Loretta L. Brunette Kuester (also listed as Kiester), 5 Nov 1889 (also found as 1901) 
Brown Co. WI – 20 Nov 1947 Green Bay, Brown WI. Wife of Richard W. Kuester 
(1879-1972, F: 82922820) whom she married in 1923. “Green Bay Press-Gazette” 17 
Aug 1923 p 14 – marriage license application of Richard Kuester, age 33, Green Bay 
WI to Loretta Brunette, 21, Oconto Co. WI. Appears to be the Loretta Kuester 1889-
1947 buried in St. John the Baptist Church Cemetery, Howard, Brown WI. F: 
148563506 

• Mabel Alma Brunette Walter, 24 Feb 1890 Howard, Brown Co. WI – 29 Jan 1985 
Green Bay, Brown WI. Wife of Joseph A. Walter (1880-1942, F: 149876316) whom 
she married 6 May 1914 – The last of the siblings to die. - Buried in St. John the 
Baptist Church Cemetery, Howard, Brown WI. F: 149876302 

• Robert William Brunette (Sr.), 13 Dec 1893 Green Bay, Brown WI – 2 Mar 1965 
Menominee Falls, Waukesha WI. Birth listed as Mar 1894 in the 1900 census, but all 
other records use the Dec 1893 date. - Married to Theresa Rheude (1897-1983, F: 
169175333) ca. 1916.  - Served in WWI; sailed to war on ship “22” on 4 Mar 1918 & 
home on the “Wilhelmina” in May 1919. Obituary: “Green Bay Press-Gazette” 10 
Mar 1965 p 2 – age 71, funeral was 6 Mar, with burial at Forest Hill. Died 2 Mar 1965 
at his Milwaukee home, 2961 N. 74th St. Wife Theresa. Survived by brothers Russell 
Brunette (Suring WI) & Russell Brunette (Green Bay) & 3 sisters: Mrs. George 
Salscheider & Mrs. Mabel Walter of Green Bay & Mrs. L.H. Brewr of Chicago. Buried 
in Holy Cross Cemetery & Mausoleum, Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. F: 169175171 

• Arnold Louis (“Doc”) Brunette, 8 Jul 1896 Duck Creek, Brown WI – 2 Jul 1974 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. Resident of Suring WI in 1962. 

• Ethel Marie Brunette Brewer, 29 Jun 1898 Brown Co. WI – 14 May 1971 Cook Co. IL. 
Wife of Lewis Herbert Brewer (1891-1981). Marriage: “Green Bay Press-Gazette” 10 
Jun 1926 p 21 – Miss Ethel Brunette, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Mose Brunette of Suring 
WI married 5 Jun 1926 to Lewis Brewer of Chicago at St. John’s parsonage, Green 
Bay. The wedding breakfast was hosted at her sister Mrs. Felix Matzke’s home at 5 
Madison St., Green Bay. The couple will live in Chicago. - Buried in Greenwood IL. F: 
102386121 

• Raymond Martyr Brunette, 10 Jun 1903 Howard, Brown WI – 29 Jan 1904 Duck 
Creek, Brown WI. Name also found as Martin Raymond Brunette. Buried in St. John 
the Baptist Cemetery. F: 179457779 

• Marie Philomene Brunette, 17 Mar 1906 Duck Creek, Brown WI – 20 Mar 1906 Duck 
Creek, Brown WI. 

 
Notes: Russell’s mother is half Native American. His wife Elizabeth Lawe was Native 
American, while wife Leslie Houle was half Native American. 
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Pre-war: 
 
Numerous newspaper reports in 1908 when his father Mose sues 
Emmanual/Manual/Samuel Brunette (Mose’s brother) for the loss of Russell’s right thumb 
tip. [A defect noted in Russell’s 1917 WWI draft application] –  
“Green Bay Semi-Weekly Gazette” 25 Mar 1908 p 3 – “Value Thumb Tip at $500” – 17-year-
old Russell got a settlement of $500 for the loss of the thumb tip on his right hand from his 
uncle, Emmanual Burnette, owner of the Duck Creek stone quarry. His thumb was torn off 
at the join when Russell was employed at the quarry, and got his thumb caught between a 
rope & a pulley (and a stone from other reports) as the stone was being raised.  – The 
amount of damages requested was much higher at the start:  
“Green Bay Press-Gazette” 14 Jan 1908 p 5 – In papers filed by Moses Brunette on the 
behalf of his son Russell, he is asking for $5,000 for the loss of his thumb tip from Samuel 
Brunette. Russell was working at the stone quarry owned by Manuel Brunette [the name 
changes from the use of Samuel in the headline to the use of Manuel in the text} in the town 
of Howard. 
 
Wartime: 
Post-war: 
Obituary: 
 
"Green Bay [WI] Press-Gazette" 19 Jul 1981 p 44 - age 89, former residence: 818 S. 
Roosevelt St., Green Bay, b. Howard WI, son of Mr. & Mrs. Mose Brunette, married Leslie 
Houle 1920 in Green Bay (she d. 15 Jul 1955), daughter Marcella d. 1927, survived by son, 
Rev. Bernard Brunette, a Catholic priest, who celebrated his father's funeral Mass 21 Jul 
1981 at St. Willebrord's. Was building contractor in Green Bay WI. His only surviving sibling 
is his sister, Mrs. Mabel Walters, of Green Bay.   
 
Social Security Number: 396-03-7803 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Howard, Brown WI 
Moses Brunette, 42 WI, Nov 1857, parents b. WI, married 19 years, fisherman 
Jane, 39 WI, Apr 1861, father b. PA, mother b. WI, Apr 1861, gave birth to 10 children, 8 are 
living 
Abram, 17 WI, Jul 1882, day laborer 
Mamie, 16 WI, Nov 1883, at school 
Grace, 12 WI, Oct 1887, at school 
Mabel, 11 WI, Feb 1889, at school 
Russel, 8 WI, Oct 1891, at school 
Robert, 6 WI, Mar 1894, at school 
Arnold, 4 WI, Jul 1895 
Ethel, 2 WI, Jul 1897 
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Note: all family members are listed as white 
 
1905 WI state census – Howard, Brown WI 
Moses Brunette, 47 WI, parents b. WI, fisherman 
Jane, 40 WI, parents b. WI 
Manuel, 22 WI, bar tender 
Maurice (spelling? – this is Mayme), 21 WI 
Grace, 17 WI 
Mable, 15 WI 
Rusell [sic], 13 WI 
Robert, 11 WI 
Arnold, 9 WI 
Ethel, 6 WI 
Loretta, 3 Wi 
 
1910 Menominee Indian Reservation, Oconto WI – Southbranch Rd. 
June Brunette, 48 WI, head of household, Indian, father b. VT, mother b. WI, in 1st marriage, 
married 29 years 
Mose, 52 WI, white, parents b. WI, in 1st marriage, laborer, farm 
Grace, 23 WI, what appears to be white overwritten with Ind, postmistress, post office 
Russell, 19 WI, what appears to be white overwritten with Ind, odd jobs 
Robert, 15 WI, what appears to be white overwritten with Ind 
Names are entered again at bottom of page in the Indian section, as members of the 
Menomonee tribe, with 
June listed as ½ Indian, Mose as white, children as ¼ Indian & ¾ white 
 
1920 Green Bay, Brown WI – S. Adams St. 
Joseph A. Walter, 39 WI, parents b. WI, engineer, steam railway 
Mable A. Walter, 29 WI, parents b. WI [Russell’s sister] 
& 3 Walter children, plus their boarder: 
Russell Brunette, 28 WI, parents b. WI, divorced, receiving clerk [actually Joseph’s brother-
in-law] 
 
1930 Green Bay, Brown WI – 320 S. Baird St. 
Russel [sic] Brunette, 48 WI, parents b. WI, age 28 at 1st marriage [not accurate], carpenter, 
house, WWI veteran 
Leslie, 39 WI, parents b. WI, age 29 at 1st marriage 
Bernard, 4 WI 
Everyone is listed as white. 
 
1940 Green Bay, Brown WI – 818 S. Roosevelt – same place in 1935 
Russel [sic] Brunette, 48 WI, carpenter, lumber building 
Leslie, 50 WI 
Bernard, 14 WI 
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1950 Green Bay, Brown WI – 818 S. Roosevelt 
Russel [sic] J. Brunette, 58 WI, carpenter foreman, meat packing company 
Leslie E., 60 WI 
 
 
 
 


