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TUSCANIA 

    
 
 

Brownell, Edgar David 
1892 CA – 1939 CA 

                                   
(left) Edgar David Brownell – “San Francisco Examiner” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2, at 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/457853551/ – (right) “San Francisco Chronicle” 
Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 – at https://www.newspapers.com/image/27330696/ 
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“San Francisco Examiner” Friday 26 May 1939 p 11 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/491163:5187?tid=5642065&pid=1932261045&queryid=fb422ccf-b974-4628-
bcf3-7ecce3371da5&_phsrc=cPx22693&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-HQ7V-

C?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZB-
HK5N&action=view&cc=2968245 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/491163:5187?tid=5642065&pid=1932261045&queryid=fb422ccf-b974-4628-bcf3-7ecce3371da5&_phsrc=cPx22693&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/491163:5187?tid=5642065&pid=1932261045&queryid=fb422ccf-b974-4628-bcf3-7ecce3371da5&_phsrc=cPx22693&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/491163:5187?tid=5642065&pid=1932261045&queryid=fb422ccf-b974-4628-bcf3-7ecce3371da5&_phsrc=cPx22693&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1756333%3A2590 

 
Life: 
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“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Wednesday 3 Feb 1909 p 2 

 

 
“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Tuesday 5 Dec 1911 p 8 
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“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Thursday 11 Feb 1915 p 6 
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“Oakland (CA) Enquirer” Friday 22 Jun 1917 p 5 
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“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 8 
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List continues – “San Bernardino (CA) Evening Index” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 8 

 

 
“San Francisco Examiner” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Oakland Enquirer” Wednesday 13 Mar 1918 p 2 
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“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Thursday 21 Mar 1918 p 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Sunday 6 Jul 1919 p 7 
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Advertisement in the “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Monday 13 Dec 1920 p 6 
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And wife Maybell Louise Colburn Roach, married Apr 1927 – “Grass Valley (CA) Union” 

Tuesday 31 May 1927 p 3 
 

 
“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Sunday 28 May 1938 p 5 

 
 
 

Wife Florence J. Remmert Brownell Gyger 
 

 
“San Francisco Chronicle” Wednesday 28 Jan 1914 p 5 
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“Oakland Tribune” Tuesday 27 Jan 1914 p 1 
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“Red Bluff (CA) Weekly Sentinel” Friday 30 Jan 1914 p 5 
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“Oakland Tribune” Monday 26 Jan 1914 p 1 

 

 
“Red Bluff (CA) Evening Sentinel” Thursday 29 Jan 1914 p 1 
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Wrong Edgar in the story - “San Francisco Examiner” Wednesday 28 Jan 1914 p 3 
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“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Friday 30 Jan 1914 p 2 
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“Oakland Tribune” Friday 6 Feb 1914 p 4 

 

 
Divorce “San Francisco Recorder” Thursday 28 Aug 1919 p 4 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G93W-
N4FX?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AK8F1-

NVB&action=view&cc=1804002 
 

 
“Sacramento Bee” Tuesday 20 Jul 1932 p 5 

 
 
 

Wife Marian Francis Cole Brownell Traverso 
 

 
‘Oakland (CA) Tribune” Friday 28 Jan 1921 p 6 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G93W-N4FX?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AK8F1-NVB&action=view&cc=1804002
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G93W-N4FX?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AK8F1-NVB&action=view&cc=1804002
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G93W-N4FX?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AK8F1-NVB&action=view&cc=1804002
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/144360:8797?tid=5642065&pid=1932261045&queryid=2bc08959-0dd3-
40f0-a82b-a37d43e6a50b&_phsrc=cPx22696&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
“Sacramento Bee” Saturday 5 Feb 1921 p 26 
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“Sacramento (CA) Bee” Thursday 3 Feb 1921 p 9 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/25503:8797?tid=5642065&pid=1932261045&queryid=a979bc6e-2b15-446a-
a903-456a77a8c0ce&_phsrc=cPx22689&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Tuesday 1 Feb 1921 p 6 
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Thursday 5 Jan 1922 p 6 

 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/24350988/person/281003291504/media/ac655455-553e-
4e82-9cdf-ddfc56590e39?queryId=25f830af-b827-4f42-8f6b-
d80a67e9b332&_phsrc=cPx22702&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/24350988/person/281003291504/media/ac655455-553e-4e82-9cdf-ddfc56590e39?queryId=25f830af-b827-4f42-8f6b-d80a67e9b332&_phsrc=cPx22702&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/24350988/person/281003291504/media/ac655455-553e-4e82-9cdf-ddfc56590e39?queryId=25f830af-b827-4f42-8f6b-d80a67e9b332&_phsrc=cPx22702&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/24350988/person/281003291504/media/ac655455-553e-4e82-9cdf-ddfc56590e39?queryId=25f830af-b827-4f42-8f6b-d80a67e9b332&_phsrc=cPx22702&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/24350988/person/281003291504/media/ac655455-553e-4e82-9cdf-ddfc56590e39?queryId=25f830af-b827-4f42-8f6b-d80a67e9b332&_phsrc=cPx22702&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/24350988/person/281003291504/facts 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7420620%3A5180 

 
 

Wife Maybell Louise Colburn Roach 
 



31 
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https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LYB2-7BY 
 

 
“San Francisco Examiner” Sunday 3 Apr 1927 p 18 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2015956%3A8797 
 

 
Maybell’s son by James R. Roach – “San Francisco Chronicle” Saturday 3 Aug 1918 p 4 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2015956%3A8797
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Divorce from Roach – “San Francisco Recorder” Tuesday 19 May 1925 p 1 
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37 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/286693%3A2118 
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“San Francisco Recorder” Friday 18 Oct 1929 p 1 
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“San Francisco Examiner” Tuesday 16 Feb 1960 p 4 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/427910%3A2118 
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Maybell’s mother – “San Francisco Examiner” Friday 13 Oct 1916 p 4 
 

 

 
“San Francisco Examiner” Saturday 2 Jan 1937 p 11 

 
 
 
 
 

Father: 
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Edgar W. Brownell – “Nevada City (CA) Miner-Transcript” Monday 13 May 1901 p 3 
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“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Sunday 12 May 1901 p 4 

 



46 
 

 
“Nevada City (CA) Daily Miner-Transcript” Saturday 17 Aug 1901 p 2 
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“Grass Valley (CA) Morning Union” Tuesday 14 May 1901 p 7 

 

 
“Nevada City (CA) Daily Miner-Transcript” Wednesday 24 Aug 1887 p 3 
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“Nevada City (CA) Daily Miner-Transcript” Thursday 13 Dec 1888 p 3 

 

 
“Nevada City (CA) Daily Miner-Transcript” Sunday 8 Dec 1889 p 3 

 
 
 
 
 

Mother: 
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Julia Randolf Binkelman Brownell – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Friday 19 Jan 1951 p 47 – on 

Find A Grave 182314096 – also published in “Oakland Tribune” Thursday 18 Jan 1951 p 49 
(https://www.newspapers.com/image/245545509/?article=554fdf65-0299-4812-9d84-

adcdbf69f914)  
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/245545509/?article=554fdf65-0299-4812-9d84-adcdbf69f914
https://www.newspapers.com/image/245545509/?article=554fdf65-0299-4812-9d84-adcdbf69f914


50 
 

 
“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Thursday 25 Jun 1951 p 8 
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“Sacramento (CA) Bee” Monday 8 Mar 1933 p 9 
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“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Thursday 18 Jan 1951 p 8 
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“Nevada City (CA) Daily Miner-Transcript” Friday 16 Feb 1883 p 1 
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“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Sunday 16 Feb 1913 p 4 

 

 
“San Francisco (CA) Call & Post” Sunday 24 Oct 1897 p 28 

 
 
 
 

Siblings: 
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Brother Carl Stephen Brownell (1884-1951) – Find A Grave 49276199 – published in “San 

Francisco Examiner” Thursday 30 Aug 1951 p 12 
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“Berkeley (CA) Gazette” Thursday 30 Aug 1951 p 3 
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“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Wednesday 5 Sep 1951 p 3 
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“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Sunday 16 Mar 1913 p 8 
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“Sacramento (CA) Bee” Wednesday 19 Mar 1913 p 8 
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“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Saturday 24 Feb 1934 p 1 
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“Sacramento Bee” Saturday 16 Jan 1954 p 14 
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“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Tuesday 2 Sep 1958 p 6 

 



64 
 

 
“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Wednesday 24 Oct 1979 p 3 
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Find A Grave 49276169 

 

 
“Nevada City (CA) Daily Miner-Transcript” Friday 20 Jun 1890 p 3 
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Sister Elva Marie Brownell Compton Smith (1885-1990) – “Nevada City (CA) Daily Miner-

Transcript” Tuesday 13 Oct 1885 p 2 
 

 
“San Francisco Examiner” Friday 23 Feb 1990 p 19 
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“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Friday 23 Feb 1990 p 3 
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“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Friday 26 Apr 1907 p 2 
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“Nevada City (CA) Daily Miner-Transcript” Wednesday 12 Jun 1907 p 8 
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“Nevada City (CA) Daily Miner-Transcript” Wednesday 26 Jun 1907 p 8 

 

 
“San Francisco Bulletin” Friday 5 Jul 1907 p 10 
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“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Friday 17 Jan 1930 p 1 
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Sister Alice Louise Brownell McHugh (1887-1976) – Find A Grave  

 

 
Alice was born MAY 26, not March 26, 1888 – “Nevada City (CA) Daily Miner-Transcript” 

Tuesday 29 May 1888 p 3 
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Alice – “Nevada City (CA) Daily Miner-Transcript” Saturday 3 Jun 1893 p 2 

 

 
“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Saturday 31 May 1913 p 2 
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“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Saturday 16 Aug 1913 p 2 

 

 
“Sacramento Bee” Friday 26 Jun 1914 p 8 
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“Sacramento Bee” Saturday 27 Jun 1914 p 49 
 

 
“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Saturday 27 Nov 1915 p 2 

 

 
“San Francisco Examiner” Friday 18 Sep 1959 p 39 
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“San Francisco Examiner” Sunday 14 Mar 1976 p 33 

 
 
 

 
“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Wednesday 7 Jun 1916 p 3 
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“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Monday 2 Jun 1952 p 5 
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“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Monday 28 Jul 1958 p 5 
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“Grass Valley (CA) Union” Thursday 28 Sep 1961 p2 

 
 

 
“San Francisco Examiner” Monday 13 May 1963 p 47 
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Brother James Frederick Brownell (1895-1964) – “Oakland (CA) Tribune” Tuesday 14 Apr 

1964 p 6 
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Wednesday 7 May 1952 p 34 
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Tuesday 14 Apr 1964 p 37 

 
 
 

 
“San Francisco Examiner” Thursday 14 Feb 1935 p 23 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name: Edgar David Brownell 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 100th Aero Squadron, 13th Squad - private 
Serial number: 249,842 
Entered service from: Oakland, Alameda CAQ 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Edgar D. Brownell 
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Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Julia in one list/Hulia in other (Fold3, p. 424) Brownell, 
100 - 9th St., Oakland CA  
Returned from war on: "Leviathan" Jun 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Edgar D. Brownell 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Julia R. Brownell, 100 - 9th St., Oakland CA 
(cpl, 170th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Edgar David Brownell - b. 19 Sep 1892 Grass Valley 
CA; res: 100 – 9th St., Oakland CA. Married. Steam engineer, East Bay Water Co., Rose West 
St., Berkeley CA. Dependent mother. Claims exemption from draft to support mother. 
Medium height, slender build.  
 

Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 10 Aug 1917 
Discharged 20 Jun 1919 
Address: 1339 Rose St., Berkeley CA 
Rank/unit: corporal, 170th Aero Squadron 
 
National Cemetery Interment Control Forms – white, Cpl, 170th Aero Squadron, from CA. D. 
25 May 1939, buried 27 May 1939 in E-East 1428, in San Francisco National. Honorably 
discharged 20 Jun 1919. “Authority – Telegram QMG, dated May 26th 1939.” Enlisted 10 Aug 
1917.  
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 19 Sep 1892 Grass Valley, Nevada Co. CA   
Died:  25 May 1939 San Francisco, San Francisco Co. CA  
Find A Grave record: 87247550, presence on Tuscania noted in text & flower  
Burial location: San Francisco, San Francisco Co. CA 
Cemetery: San Francisco National  
Tombstone: veteran tombstone - California Corp 170 Aero Sq 
 
Father: Edgar W. Brownell, 15 Jun 1847 Delaware Co. NY [obituary: Stanford, Dutchess NY] 
– 11 May 1901 Grass Valley, Nevada Co. CA.  
Son of Robert Smilton (Smiton?) Brownell & Abigail Angeline Wetmore.  
Died of cancer, pneumonia & erysipolis.  
Obituary: “Grass Valley (CA) Morning Union” 12 May 1901 p 4 – Edgar W. d. 11 May from 
cancer, erysipelas & pneumonia, in pain & delirious for weeks. The first concern was 
cancer underneath his jaw; a surgeon removed it in a delicate operation. Then he 
developed erysipelas, then pneumonia. Born Stanford NY, died at age 53 years, 10 months, 
26 days. Came to Grass Valley 22 years ago; employed at mines most of the time. Was in 
charge of Providence Mill at Nevada City CA several years ago. For a time in charge of 
Austin Mining Company’s mill at Austin NV [which explains his son John’s birth there]. 
Since his return to Grass Valley, employed by the Pennsylvania Mining Co. & was in charge 
of one shift at the mill until the lawsuit currently being tried in San Francisco suspended 
operations. He was a specialist in amalgamating and was a “first-class all-around machine 



91 
 

man.” After arriving in Grass Valley, he married Miss Julia Binkleman, youngest daughter of 
the late David Binkleman. He is survived by his widow, 3 sons & 2 daughters. A “whole-
souled, kind-hearted man, fond of his family and his home. He was thoroughly reliable and 
honest … “ Obituary: “Grass Valley Morning Union” 14 May 1901 p 7 – the funeral of the late 
Edgar W. Brownell was held 13 May from the family residence on Alta Street, with rites by 
the Knights of Pythias, of which he was a member. Interment in Masonic Cemetery. The 
sorrow of his widow was very distressing; she was prostrate because she had not realized 
his death was near & she was unable to attend the funeral. His brother & sister attended. 
Buried in Odd Fellows & Masonic Cemetery, Grass Valley, Nevada Co. CO. 
Find A Grave: 48822778 
 
Mother: Julia Randolf Binkelmann/Binkleman/Binkelman Brownell, 1 Sep 1863 CA – 17 Jan 
1951 San Francisco, San Francisco CA.  
Daughter of Johann David Binkleman & Sophia Caroline Mader. 
Obituary: “San Francisco Examiner” 18 Jan 1951 p 21 – Julia R. Brownell d. 17 Jan 1951 in 
San Francisco. Survived by children Carl Brownell, Elva B. Compton, Mrs. Alice L. McHugh, 
J. Fred Brownell; son Edgar D. Brownell predeceased her. Sister of David J. Binkelmann of 
Grass Valley CA. Funeral 20 Jan, with burial in Cypress Lawn. 
Find A Grave: has 2 records. 
F: 87573712 with maiden name spelled Binkelmann, buried in Cypress Lawn Memorial 
Park, Colma, San Mateo CA. 
F: 182314096 with maiden name spelled Binkleman, a memorial stone in Odd Fellows & 
Masonic Cemetery, Grass Valley, Nevada Co. CA, with the actual burial noted in Cypress 
Lawn on the record. Some children are linked to one record & some to another, causing 
them to be incorrectly identified as half-siblings.  
Parents’ marriage: 14 Feb 1883 Nevada Co. CA 
 
Spouse:  Florence Janet (“Flossie”) Remmert Brownell Wilson Gyger, 16 Sep 1896 Joplin, 
Jasper MO – 21 Jul 1972 San Francisco, San Francisco Co. CA. Maiden surname also found 
as Remert, particularly in newspaper articles.   
Daughter of Charles Remmert & Eliza Jane Anthony.  
Florence was the daughter of Eliza Anthony (1858-1944, F: 85495675), who is buried with 
the surname Remmert. Eliza had married Caleb Pinkney Fulenwider Jr. (1846-1914) on 2 
Jun 1885 in Fredericktown MO.  
On 15 Sep 1921 in Los Angeles Co. CA, Florence Brownell married Arthur Robert (“Bob”) 
Wilson (29 Aug 1892 Chicago, Cook IL – 7 Oct 1978 Elverta, Sacramento CA). He is buried 
in Sacramento County Veterans Memorial Cemetery, Sacramento, Sacramento CA, F: 
194908966, 
She then married William Wernher Gyger (1901-1974, F: 85414950).  
Buried in Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Glendale, Los Angeles Co. CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 87850613 
Marriage: 26 Jan 1914 in Alameda Co. CA. “Grass Valley (CA) Morning Union” 30 Jan 1914 p 
2 – “Girl Believed to Be Lost Is On Honeymoon. Edgar Brownell, of This City, Figures in 
Romantic Elopement” – While the police of CA were searching for 17-year-old Miss 
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Florence Remert [sic], who disappeared from her home at 561 – 22nd St., Oakland CA, on 
Saturday night (24 Jan), she was on her honeymoon with Edgar D. Brownell, secretary of 
the Brownell Construction Co. [this is an error later corrected]. The couple was married by 
Justice of the Peace Geary of Oakland on Monday evening, 26 Jan 1914.  When the young 
bride read in the newspapers of her mother’s grief & that her mother had sent a description 
of her to all the police on the Coast, she returned to her home 29 Jan & asked for the 
parental blessing, which was given. Edgar is the son of Mrs. Julia Brownell of Grass Valley & 
has been living in San Francisco for several years. “Oakland Tribune” 6 Feb 1914 p 4 – 
“Identity of Name Misleads” – Edgar D. Brownell, secretary of the Brownell Construction 
Co., is not the man who took out a marriage license with Florence Lemert [sic] Brownell, 
age 17, telephone girl, who disappeared 26 Jan & on the next day [not accurate] phoned her 
parents to let them know she married Edgar D. Brownell. The groom is a stationery 
engineer, employed by the People’s Water Co. of Berkeley.  
Divorce: Aug 1919 San Francisco, San Francisco CA 
 
Spouse: Marian Francis Cole Brownell Traverso, 7 Jul 1896 Syracuse, Onondaga NY – 29 
Dec 1959 Alameda Co. CA.   Daughter of Benjamin F. Cole (1870-1935) & Clarissa (Clara) 
Leslie Winchell. First name also spelled as “Marion.”  
In 1920 Marian Cole was living in Oakland with parents Benjamin F. Cole & Clarissa Cole, 
single. Listed as Marian F. Brownell in 1925-1927 Oakland (CA) city directories. In the 1930 
census, her surname was Travers (Traverso), age 26, living with Fred Travers (age 30) in 
Oakland. 
Marian Brownell married Frederick Joseph Traverso, 27 Dec 1899 Oakland, Alameda CA – 
29 Dec 1954 Alameda Co. CA, buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery, Oakland, Alameda CA, F: 
201779510. Frederick was the son of Mary Casazzo Traverso. In the 1950 census, Fred 
Traverso (50 CA, house painter for the city school department) resides with his mother 
Mary Traverso (73 Italy, widowed) in Oakland, Alameda CA. His marital status is separated. 
Meanwhile, in the 1950 census for Berkeley, Alameda CA, Marion Traverso (53 NY) resides 
at 1422 Jefferson Avenue. She has no occupation listed; her marital status is separated.  
Marriage: (lasts only 1 year) 27 Jan 1921 Alameda Co. CA to Marian F. Cole, age 24, b. NY, 
daughter of B.F. Cole (NY) & Clara Winchell (NY), her 1st marriage, an office clerk. Edgar 
was 29, divorced, his 2nd marriage, son of E. Brownell (NY) & Julia Binkelman (CA), 
stationery engineer. “Sacramento (CA) Bee” 3 Feb 1921 p 9 – married in Oakland CA, 27 
Jan 1921, Edgar D. Brownell & Miss Marion F. Cole, her a former resident of Grass Valley, 
Nevada Co. CA.  
Divorce: “Oakland (CA) Tribune” 5 Jan 1922 p 6 – divorce filed by Marion F. Brownell vs. 
Edgar Brownell, grounds of cruelty.  
Find A Grave: 
 
Spouse: Maybell Louise Colburn Roach Brownell Wheatley, 14 May 1893 CA – 13 Feb 1960 
San Francisco, San Francisco CA.  
Daughter of Louis Colburn (b. ca. 1867 Canada, d. 1 Jan 1937 San Joaquin Co. CA) & 
Thesesa V. Kearns (b. CA, d. 12 Oct 1916 San Francisco CA, F: 105568385). 
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Married James Ravenal Roach on 28 May 1913 in Alameda Co. CA. James was born 21 Jul 
1872 IA & died 17 Jun 1956 CA. He was the son of George W. Roach & Nancy E. Clantson. 
According to his CA death information, he is buried in Mountain View Cemetery, Oakland, 
Alameda CA but is not on Find A Grave as of 10 Oct 2024.  
Their son Jack Richard Roach died at age 4 months on 1 Aug 1918. Their daughter was 
Maybelle T. Roach Beyer (4 Sep 1914 CA – 23 Jan 1993 CA, F: 219209262), the wife of 
Nicholas Beyer (1909-1974). 
Maybell & James Roach divorced in San Francisco, San Francisco CA in May 1925. 
In the 1930 census for San Francisco, San Francisco CA, Maybell R. Brownell, 36 CA, father 
b. Canada, mother b. CA, lived at 2190 Grove St. She was a tailoress in a tailor ship; marital 
status “divorced.” Living with her was her daughter Maybell T. Roach (16 CA, father b. IA, 
mother b. CA, a student).  
Married James William Wheatley (1904-1977, F: 114879529). 
Buried in Golden Gate National Cemetery, San Francisco, San Francisco CA. 
Find A Grave: 3647523 
Marriage: 2 Apr 1927 in San Francisco, San Francisco CA. She was age 32, b. CA, a 
tailoress, daughter of Louis Colburn (b. Canada) & Thersa Kearns (b. CA). It was the 2nd 
marriage for Maybell Roach. Edgar was age 34, a steam engineer, son of Edgar W. Brownell 
(b. NY) & Julia R. Berkelman [sic] (b. CA). Both resided at 1450 Castro St., San Francisco 
CA. It was Edgar’s 3rd marriage.  
By the 1930 census, both Maybell and Edgar Browell were living separately; both were 
divorced. 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/KZ6T-FTQ/edgar-brownell-1849-1901 

• Carl Stephen Brownell, 19 Jan 1884 Grass Valley [or Nevada City], Nevada Co. CA – 
29 Aug 1951 Alameda Co. CA. Husband of Emily Lucille Wasley, whom he married 
15 Mar 1913 in the Congregational Church at Grass Valley, Nevada Co. CA. Emma 
was born10  Apr 1895 (Find A Grave) or Apr 1894 (1900 census) CA & died 22 Oct 
1979 in Nevada Co. CA, F: 117889192), the daughter of William Wasley (1845-1913, 
F: 49142275) & Louisa Cole (1851-1934, F: 49276072). – Carl & Emily’s daughter 
(Alice) Lorraine Brownell (F: 184669906) married 27 Jun 1942 to William Krumlinde. 
– Carl committed suicide through carbon monoxide poisoning in his garage. – 
Following Carl’s death, Emily Brownell married Kenneth Leigh Hodgkin (18 Sep 1885 
CA – 1 Sep 1958 CA, F; 182975330) obtaining a marriage license in Reno, Washoe 
NV in Jan 1954. – Carl is buried in Old Elm Ridge Cemetery, Grass Valley, Nevada 
Co. CA. F: 49276169 

• Elva Marie Brownell Compton Smith, 10 Oct 1885 Grass Valley [Nevada City 
according to birth announcement in newspaper], Nevada Co. CA – 21 Feb 1990 
Grass Valley, Nevada CA. - Married 26 Jun 1907 to Dr. George Tolman Compton 
(1876-1930, F: 207222968), a dentist. He was the son of Gaylord Compton. Elva is 
buried with George Compton. His obituary: “Sacramento Bee” 20 Jan 1930 p 8 – Dr. 
George Compton d. 15 Jan 1930 in San Francisco, son of the late Gaylor Compton, 
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husband of Mrs. Elva Compton, b. Grass Valley CA, age 50. – Elva’s 2nd husband, 
Charles Henry Smith, is buried with wife Genevieve in Evergreen Cemetery, 
Oakland, Alameda CA (his F: 183078158). Charles’s obituary “San Francisco 
Examiner” 14 May 1963 p 47 – d. 11 May 1963, husband of Elva B. Compton Smith, 
son of the late Henry & Catherine Smith, b. San Francisco. – Elva buried in Cypress 
Lawn Memorial Park, Colma, San Mateo CA. F: 87622196 

• Alice Louise Brownell McHugh, 26 May 1888 Grass Valley, Nevada Co. CA – 11 Mar 
1976 Grass Valley, Nevada CA. - Wife of William Edgar McHugh, Jr. (1890-16 Sep 
1959 San Francisco Co. CA) whom she married in Calvary Church, San Francisco, 
San Francisco CA on 24 Jun 1914. “Edgar” was the son of William Edgar McHugh Sr. 
(1864-1912, F: 165129613) & Lulu/Luella Devonia Wright, who married 4 Nov 1889 
in Oakland CA. They were divorced 21 Oct 1901 in Berkeley CA, with 11-year-old 
William Jr. called as a witness to his father’s physical & verbal abuse. - Obituary: 
“San Francisco Examiner” 14 Mar 1976 p 33 – Alice L. McHugh, d. in Grass Valley CA 
11 Mar 1976, late husband Edgar McHugh. Survived by 2 sons & sister Elva Smith. 
Funeral 16 Mar. Interment in Woodlawn Memorial Park, Colma, San Mateo CA 
according to obituary. Cremated on Find A Grave record; no burial location. F: 
269434638 

• James Frederick Brownell (Sr.), 23 Sep 1895 Austin, Lander NV – 13 Apr 1964 
Oakland, Alameda CA. – Also found as Fred Brownell. -= Did he divorce Dorothy in 
Feb 1935 San Francisco CA? – survived by wife Frances Margaret Kunz (17 Feb 1897 
CA – 6 Aug 1986 Alameda Co. CA), the daughter of Frank Kunzh & 
Christina/Christine Lotter (she died 18 Dec 1955 CA). - Obituary: “Oakland (CA) 
Tribune” 14 Apr 1964 p 6 – James F. Brownell, 68, who retired in 1962 after 45 years 
with the East Bay Municipal Utility Service, d. 13 Apr 1964 in the Oakland Hospital, 
b. NV. Brother of Mrs. Elva Compton Smith & Mrs. Alice McHugh. [interment not 
noted] 

 
Pre-war: 
 
“Grass Valley (CA) Morning Union” 11 Feb 1915 p 6 – the will of the late Mrs. Sophia 
Binkleman was delivered for probate yesterday. She left $25,000 in money, stocks & 
bonds, no real estate (that having been handled previously). The will, dated 2 Jan 1909, 
divides the property between her children David J. Binkleman & Mrs. Julia Brownell, and her 
11 grandchildren, which include the Brownell siblings: Mrs. Elva Compton, Carl Brownell, 
Edgar Brownell, Alice McHugh & Fred Brownell. 
 
Wartime: 
 
"Oakland Tribune" 8 Feb 1918 p 2 - Oakland resident, enlisted Aug 1917 in aviation corps, 
formerly employed East Bay Water Co. (Berkeley), wife Florence moved to Los Angeles in 
Aug 1917  
 
"San Francisco Examiner" 8 Feb 1918 p 2 - photo  
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“Grass Valley (CA) Morning Union” 9 Feb 1918 p 8 – Telegram received her 8 Feb by 
relatives from Mrs. Julia Brownell that Edgar was safe. He was born & raised in Grass 
Valley, but has lived in Oakland for several years. 
 
“Grass Valley (CA) Morning Union” 10 Feb 1918 p 8 – an official telegram from Washington 
DC received 9 Feb by Mrs. Julia Brownell of Oakland CA that her son, a private in the 100th 
Aero Squadron, was on the Tuscania but safe 
 
“San Francisco Examiner” 10 Feb 1918 p 2 – The “Examiner” gave Mrs. Julia Brownell, of 
the Madison Apartments in Oakland, the first information that her son was on the Tuscania 
& safe. In a choking voice, she said, “I thank you very much. This is the first news I have had 
of my boy. I am too full of emotion to say much, but I do thank you.” 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
"San Francisco Examiner" 27 May 1939 p 11 - d. in San Francisco, son of Mrs. Julia R. 
Brownell (who survives), 2 sisters: Mrs. Elva B. Compton & Mrs. Edgar McHugh, 2 brothers: 
Carl S. & Fred J. Brownell, Grass Valley newspapers asked to copy. Funeral 27 May, 
interment in National Cemetery, Presidio 
 
Social Security Number: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Grass Valley, Nevada CA – N. Plado Rechsteiner 
Edgar Brownell [also indexed as Edger] 57 NY, Jun 1848, parents b. NY, married 17 years, 
machinist in mill 
Julia, 36 CA, Sep 1867, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Carl, 15 CA, Jan 1884, at school 
Elva, 14 CA, Oct 1885, at school 
Alice, 12 CA, Mar 1888, at school 
Edgar, 9 CA, Sep 1890, at school 
Fred, 4 CA, Sep 1895 
 
1910 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 1434 O’Farrell St. 
Lodging with Will B. Barrow (54 CA), his wife Mrs. Lou Barrow & daughter Hazel Barrow, are 
Brownell family members: 
George T. Compton, 34 CA, father b. NY, mother. PA, dentist, own office, married 3 years, 
in 1st marriage 
Elva M. Compton, 24 CA, father b. NY, mother b. CA, in 1st marriage, zero children 
Alice L. Brownell, 22 CA, single, father b. NY, mother b. CA 
Edward [sic] D. Brownell, 18 CA, single, father b. NY, mother b. CA, clerk, laundry 
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1920 Oakland, Alameda CA – 9th St. 
Julia R. Brownell, 56 CA, widow, parents b. Germany 
Edgar D., 29 CA, single [actually divorced], father b. NY, mother b. CA, chief engineer, 
water co. 
James F., 26 NV, father b. NY, mother b. CA, collector, water company 
 
1930 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 1200 Jackson St. 
Edgar McHugh, 39 CA, parents b. CA, age 24 at 1st marriage, manager, drug co. [husband of 
Edgar’s sister Alice] 
Alice McHugh, 41 CA, father b. NY, mother b. CA, age 26 at 1st marriage [Edgar’s sister] 
& the 2 McHugh children (Tyler, age 14 CA & Jack, 11 CA), plus 
Julia Brownell, 66 CA, parents b. Germany, widow, age 20 at 1st marriage [Edgar McHugh’s 
mother-in-law] 
Elva Compton, 44 CA, widow, father b. NY, mother b. CA, age 22 at 1st marriage [Edgar 
McHugh’s sister-in-law] 
Edgar Brownell, 37 CA, father b. NY, mother b. CA, divorced, age 22 at 1st marriage, 
engineer, water company,, WWI veteran [Edgar McHugh’s brother-in-law] 
 
 


