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TUSCANIA 

 

Brooks, Millard Francis 
1894 MO – 1967 MO 

 
Millard Francis Brooks – courtesy of Steven Schwartz 
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President of the sophomore class of Southeast Missouri Teachers College 1922-1923 

https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/1265/43135_b171894_00049?pid=353921124&bac
kurl=https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-

bin/sse.dll?indiv%3D1%26dbid%3D1265%26h%3D353921124%26tid%3D1298142%26pi
d%3D-

1946525837%26usePUB%3Dtrue%26_phsrc%3DyGI2296%26_phstart%3DsuccessSourc
e&treeid=1298142&personid=-

1946525837&hintid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=yGI2296&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJ
s=true and at: 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1298142/person/-
1946525837/media/76fe6efb-5a53-44e9-bf40-189d9d0b63ce?queryId=f2847378-661c-

4868-bbce-6c21687240e6&_phsrc=cPx21638&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/1265/43135_b171894_00049?pid=353921124&backurl=https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv%3D1%26dbid%3D1265%26h%3D353921124%26tid%3D1298142%26pid%3D-1946525837%26usePUB%3Dtrue%26_phsrc%3DyGI2296%26_phstart%3DsuccessSource&treeid=1298142&personid=-1946525837&hintid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=yGI2296&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/1265/43135_b171894_00049?pid=353921124&backurl=https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv%3D1%26dbid%3D1265%26h%3D353921124%26tid%3D1298142%26pid%3D-1946525837%26usePUB%3Dtrue%26_phsrc%3DyGI2296%26_phstart%3DsuccessSource&treeid=1298142&personid=-1946525837&hintid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=yGI2296&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/1265/43135_b171894_00049?pid=353921124&backurl=https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv%3D1%26dbid%3D1265%26h%3D353921124%26tid%3D1298142%26pid%3D-1946525837%26usePUB%3Dtrue%26_phsrc%3DyGI2296%26_phstart%3DsuccessSource&treeid=1298142&personid=-1946525837&hintid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=yGI2296&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/1265/43135_b171894_00049?pid=353921124&backurl=https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv%3D1%26dbid%3D1265%26h%3D353921124%26tid%3D1298142%26pid%3D-1946525837%26usePUB%3Dtrue%26_phsrc%3DyGI2296%26_phstart%3DsuccessSource&treeid=1298142&personid=-1946525837&hintid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=yGI2296&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/1265/43135_b171894_00049?pid=353921124&backurl=https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv%3D1%26dbid%3D1265%26h%3D353921124%26tid%3D1298142%26pid%3D-1946525837%26usePUB%3Dtrue%26_phsrc%3DyGI2296%26_phstart%3DsuccessSource&treeid=1298142&personid=-1946525837&hintid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=yGI2296&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/1265/43135_b171894_00049?pid=353921124&backurl=https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv%3D1%26dbid%3D1265%26h%3D353921124%26tid%3D1298142%26pid%3D-1946525837%26usePUB%3Dtrue%26_phsrc%3DyGI2296%26_phstart%3DsuccessSource&treeid=1298142&personid=-1946525837&hintid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=yGI2296&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/1265/43135_b171894_00049?pid=353921124&backurl=https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv%3D1%26dbid%3D1265%26h%3D353921124%26tid%3D1298142%26pid%3D-1946525837%26usePUB%3Dtrue%26_phsrc%3DyGI2296%26_phstart%3DsuccessSource&treeid=1298142&personid=-1946525837&hintid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=yGI2296&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true
https://www.ancestry.com/interactive/1265/43135_b171894_00049?pid=353921124&backurl=https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv%3D1%26dbid%3D1265%26h%3D353921124%26tid%3D1298142%26pid%3D-1946525837%26usePUB%3Dtrue%26_phsrc%3DyGI2296%26_phstart%3DsuccessSource&treeid=1298142&personid=-1946525837&hintid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=yGI2296&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1298142/person/-1946525837/media/76fe6efb-5a53-44e9-bf40-189d9d0b63ce?queryId=f2847378-661c-4868-bbce-6c21687240e6&_phsrc=cPx21638&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1298142/person/-1946525837/media/76fe6efb-5a53-44e9-bf40-189d9d0b63ce?queryId=f2847378-661c-4868-bbce-6c21687240e6&_phsrc=cPx21638&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1298142/person/-1946525837/media/76fe6efb-5a53-44e9-bf40-189d9d0b63ce?queryId=f2847378-661c-4868-bbce-6c21687240e6&_phsrc=cPx21638&_phstart=successSource
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“Greenville (MO) Sun” Thursday 27 Dec 1945 p 3 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/589166300/ 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1967_00025175-
01578?pId=79390466 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-HQNZ-

6?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8L-
XMYK&action=view 
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“Poplar Bluff (MO) Republican” Thursday 15 Jun 1967 p 4 

 
 

 
Life: 
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“Wayne County Journal” (Greenville MO) Thursday 30 Jan 1913 p 1 
 

 
“Wayne County Journal” (Greenville MO) Thursday 14 Jun 1917 p 1 
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“Kansas City (MO) Star” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 
 

 
“Iron County Register” (Ironton MO)  Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 5 
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“Wayne County Journal” (Greenville MO) Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 
 

 
“Piedmont (MO) Weekly Banner” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Part of a letter from London, England, 8 Jun 1918, to his father, Isaac Louis Brooks 

From the “Piedmont (MO) Weekly Banner” 11 Jul 1918 p 5 
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“Piedmont (MO) Weekly Banner” Thursday 11 Jul 1918 p 5 

 
 

 
“Greenville (MO) Sun” Thursday 20 Mar 1919 p 1 
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“Greenville (MO) Sun” Thursday 5 Jun 1919 p 8 

 
 

 
“Piedmont (MO) Weekly Banner” Thursday 19 Jun 1919 p 3 
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“Wayne County Journal” (Piedmont MO) Thursday 26 Jun 1919 p 1 

 
 

 
“Wayne County Journal & Piedmont (MO) Weekly Banner” Thursday 12 Aug 1920 p 8 
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 “Jefferson City (MO) Daily Capital News” Thursday 3 May 1923 p 1 
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“Central Missourian” (Russellville MO) Friday 18 Apr 1924 p 1 

 

 
“Wayne County Journal & Piedmont (MO) Weekly Banner” Thursday 15 Oct 1925 p 5 
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“Greenville (MO) Sun” Thursday 3 Jun 1926 p 1 
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“Wayne County Journal-Banner” (Piedmont MO) Thursday 11 Aug 1927 p 1 
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“Wayne County Journal-Banner” (Piedmont MO) Thursday 30 Jul 1931 p 8 

 

 
“Wayne County Journal-Banner” (Piedmont MO) Thursday 13 Jul 1933 p 1 
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“Greenville (MO) Sun” Thursday 22 Mar 1945 p 1 

 

 
“Greenville (MO) Sun” Thursday 6 Sep 1945 p 4 
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“Greenville (MO) Sun” Thursday 27 Dec 1945 p 1 
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“Greenville (MO) Sun” Thursday 21 Aug 1947 p 1 

 
 
 
 
 

Wife: 
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“Wayne County Journal & Piedmont (MO) Weekly Banner” Thursday 2 Jun 1921 p 3 

 

 
Marriage license – “Greenville (MO) Sun” Thursday 2 Jun 1921 p 1 

 

 
“Eminence (MO) Current Wave” Thursday 9 Jun 1921 p 1 

 



25 
 

 
“Wayne County Journal & Piedmont (MO) Weekly Banner” Thursday 9 Jun 1921 p 1 

 
 

 
“Poplar Bluff (MO) Daily American Republic” Wednesday 25 Mar 1998 p 6 
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“Greenville (MO) Sun” Thursday 14 Apr 1940 p 1 
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Obituary does not mention son Charles Brooks (died 1974) - “Poplar Bluff (MO) Daily 

American Republic” Thursday 26 Mar 1998 p 6 
 

Children: 
 
 

 
Son Melburn Francis Brooks (1922-1982) – “Eminence (MO) Current Wave” Thursday 3 Aug 

1922 p 8 
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Melburn - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1298142/person/-

1406378911/media/b2a87d13-c0e2-45bd-a530-d1cc6fdb1202 
 

different spelling of 1st name – same photo as above – Southeast Missouri State University 
(Cape Girardeau MO) yearbook 1942 (junior class) -

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/1265_b884547-
00047?pId=1420856529 

 

 
“Wayne County Journal-Banner” (Piedmont MO) Thursday 6 Jun 1940 p 6 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1298142/person/-1406378911/media/b2a87d13-c0e2-45bd-a530-d1cc6fdb1202
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1298142/person/-1406378911/media/b2a87d13-c0e2-45bd-a530-d1cc6fdb1202
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Other articles found with “Melbourne” spelling also – “Wayne County Journal-Banner” 

(Piedmont MO) Thursday 26 Apr 1945 p 4 
 

 
“Wayne County Journal-Banner” Thursday 26 Apr 1945 p 4 
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https://www.bendbulletin.com/localstate/obituaries-published-10-24-

2002/article_544451b6-f9e4-5dcd-be2c-026dd76b15d3.html 
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Son John Millard Brooks, b. 23 Jul 1949 Cape Girardeau MO - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/16466519:1170?tid=&pid=&queryid=27dbd1b8-0d68-482e-a25c-

8cec2e328f33&_phsrc=cPx21649&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 

 
Son Charles Paul Brooks (1924-1974) – “Greenville (MO) Sun” Thursday 17 Jul 1924 p 1 
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“Greenville (MO) Sun” Thursday 24 Jan 1946 p 1 
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“Wayne County Journal-Banner” (Piedmont MO) Thursday 6 Jun 1946 p 1 
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Wife Margaret Evelyn Mabury (1924-2021), married 7 Jun 1947 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/289042499:2190?ssrc=pt&tid=191885708&pid=202487044298 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/289042499:2190?ssrc=pt&tid=191885708&pid=202487044298
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/289042499:2190?ssrc=pt&tid=191885708&pid=202487044298
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https://www.rueggfuneralhomes.com/obituary/Margaret-Brooks 
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2nd wife Winifred Dale Brooks Haynes – “St. Louis (MO) Post-Dispatch” Friday 25 Nov 1977 

p 49 
 

 
“Tampa Bay Times” (St. Petersburg FL) Saturday 29 May 1965 p 17 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2565686%3A8784 

 

 
“Tampa Bay Times” (St. Petersburg FL) Monday 2 Nov 1964 p 25 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2565686%3A8784
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Son Jones Henry Brooks (1935-2006) – “Poplar Bluff (MO) Daily American Republic” 

Wednesday 30 Aug 2006 p 6 
 



40 
 

 
Father: 
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Isaac Louis Brooks – Find A Grave 33212993 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1298142/person/-

1946786685/media/27372f2e-ad76-4669-b285-bb9095858117 
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“Wayne County Journal Banner” (Greenville MO) Thursday 5 Apr 1934 p 5 

 
Mother: 
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Mary Rowena Thornburgh Brooks - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/1298142/person/-1946786686/media/ca1de07c-60fd-4715-a8a5-
651410c40e65 
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“Wayne County Journal & Piedmont Weekly Banner” (Piedmont MO) Thursday 1 Jan 1925 p 

1 
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“Wayne County Journal-Banner” (Piedmont MO) Thursday 30 Jul 1931 p 1 
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MO death certificate - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1931_00027977-
00691?pId=615413 
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“Greenville (MO) Sun” Thursday 30 Jul 1931 p 1 
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Siblings: 

 

 
Sister Sadie Rowena Brooks Neely (1876-1964) – Find A Grave 85476456 

 

 
“Los Angeles Times” Monday 27 Mar 1946 p 8 
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Brother William Donley Brooks (1880-1973) – “Poplar Bluff (MO) Daily American Republic” 

Friday 16 Nov 1973 p 6 
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“Wayne County Journal” Thursday 28 Sep 1905 p 1 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/90734694%3A61775 
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Sister Ruth Alice Brooks (1882-1963) – “Wayne County Journal-Banner” (Piedmont MO) 

Thursday 2 May 1963 p 4 
 

 
“Poplar Bluff (MO) Daily American Republic” Tuesday 23 Jul 1963 p 4 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1963_00027194-

00604?pId=1987805 
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Brother Eli Isaac Brooks (1886-1972) – “Poplar Bluff (MO) Daily American Republic” 

Wednesday 16 Feb 1972 p 12 
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Eli Isaac Brooks & wife Mable McCollum Wilkiinson- https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/15339929/person/1628194204/media/155564a0-e086-4aee-

ba5e-6f114edd20d3?queryId=7635add8-ea59-4005-9a5e-
25e124f74af4&_phsrc=cPx21642&_phstart=successSource 
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Sister Estella May Brooks Henson (1889-1985) – “Poplar Bluff (MO) Daily American 

Republic” Friday 5 Jul 1985 p 18 
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Estella - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1298142/person/-

1946526862/media/9c3a458b-4b49-4193-8a93-442b1afb27d1 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/1298142/person/-1946526862/facts 

 

 
 

 
Sister Virgie Louisa Brooks Hovis (1891-1940) – “Wayne County Journal” (Greenville MO) 

Thursday 19 Sep 1912 p 1 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1298142/person/-1946526862/media/9c3a458b-4b49-4193-8a93-442b1afb27d1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1298142/person/-1946526862/media/9c3a458b-4b49-4193-8a93-442b1afb27d1
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“Wayne County Journal-Banner” (Piedmont MO) Thursday 25 Apr 1940 p 1 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60382/images/1940_00014317-
03208?pId=2204323 
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Brother Charles Edwin Brooks (1898-1990) – “Poplar Bluff (MO) Daily American Republic” 

Wednesday 21 Sep 1983 p 20 
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Brother Dr. Frederick Edwin Brooks (1898-1990) with 1st wife Hazel Ella Houghton – Find A 

Grave 46749109 
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Frederick & Hazel (left) – Find A Grave 46749089 
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“Greenville (MO) Sun” Thursday 13 Feb 1947 p 1 
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“St. Louis (MO) Post-Dispatch” Saturday 30 Jun 1990 p 9 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name:  Millard Francis Brooks 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  100th Aero Squadron, 1st Squad - private 
Serial number:  249,841 
Entered service from:  Brunot, WayneMO 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Millard Brooks 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Isaac Brooks, Brunot MO (there are “duplicate” rosters; 1 
list indicates Isaac is his mother) 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Millard Brooks 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: Isaac L. Brooks, Brunot, Wayne Co. MO (sgt, 100th Aero 
Sq)  
 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Millard Francis Brooks - b. 14 Jun 1893 Patterson 
MO; res: Greenville, Wayne MI. Single. Automobile machinist “for myself” in Greenville 
MO. Tall & slender. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  7442 Canton Ave., University City 
MO 

World War II draft registration (1942): as Millard F. Brooks - b. 14 Jun 1893 Patterson MO; 
res: 808 Leland, University City MO. NOK Glady E. Brooks, of same address. Employed at 
Ward Junior High School, University City. Height: 6’ – 145 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 16 Aug 1917 
Discharged 16 Jun 1919 
Address: Russellville MO 
Rank/unit: sergeant, 100th Aero Squadron 
 
MO Service Record: serial 249841. Resident of Greenville, Wayne MO. Inducted at 
Jefferson Barracks 16 Aug 1917 at age 24 years & 2 months. B. Patterson MO. In 127th Aero 
Squadron to 12 Oct 1917 & 100th Aero Squadron to discharge. Promoted to sergeant Apr 
1919. Torpedoed on Tuscania Feb 1918. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 – 31 Jun 1919. Discharged 
Jun 1919. 0% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  14 Jun 1894 (14 Jun 1893 – WWI draft card) Patterson, Wayne MO 
Died:  11 Jun 1967 St. Louis MO (Jefferson Barracks) 
Find A Grave record: 61675979, presence on Tuscania noted in text & flower 
Burial location: Des Arc, Iron Co. MO 
Cemetery: Mountain View 
Tombstone: 
 



73 
 

Father: Isaac Louis Brooks (Reverend), 10 Dec 1854 Marine, Madison IL – 29 Mar 1934 
Brunot, Wayne MO  
Son of Martin Louis Brooks & Margaret (Margrat) Lena Wetherby/Weatherby.  
Obituary: “Wayne County Journal-Banner” (Greenville MO) 5 Apr 1934 p 5 – Isaac Louis 
Brooks, b. 10 Dec 1854 near Marine IL, son of Martin & Margaret L. Brooks, d. 29 Mar 1934 
at age 79 years, 3 months, 19 days. He came to Wayne Co. MO at age 20. He married 
Rowena Thornburgh of near Patterson MO on 23 Dec 1874. The couple had 13 children, 9 
of whom survive him.  They are sons W.D. Brooks (Conway AR), Eli Brooks (Patterson MO), 
Millard Brooks (University City MO), Charles Brooks (Bloomfield MO) & Fred E. Brooks 
(Webster Groves MO) and daughters Mrs. Sadie Neely (Santa Ana CA), Miss Ruth Brooks 
(Brunot MO), Mrs. Estella Henson (Piedmont MO) & Mrs. Virgie Hovis (Patterson MO). All 
were able to attend his funeral except Sadie. He accepted Christ & became a member of 
the Christian Church at Marine IL around age 20 & was ordained at Peach Tree Fork in 
1895. He has preached in almost every town & country church in Wayne Co., over 40 years.  
Buried in Patterson Cemetery, Patterson, Wayne Co. MO 
Find A Grave: 33212993 
 
Mother: Mary Rowena Thornburgh Brooks, 12 May 1857 Marine, Madison Co. IL – 29 Jul 
1931 Brunot, Wayne MO.  
Daughter of William Oglesby Thornburgh & Sarah Catherine Crandall.  Died of Bright’s 
disease. 
Buried in Patterson Cemetery, Patterson. Wayne Co. MO 
Find A Grave: 33213051 
Parents’ marriage: 23 or 24 Dec 1874 Patterson, Wayne MO. Golden wedding anniversary: 
Wayne County Journal & the Piedmont Weekly Banner” 1 Jan 1925 p 1 – Mr. & Mrs. I.L. 
Brooks of Brunot, pioneer & highly respected citizens of Wayne Co., celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary at their home on 24 Dec 1924. They were married near Patterson on 
24 Dec 1874 & have lived in Wayne Co. since. Miss Rawena [sic] Thornburn came here 
from Madison Co. IL with her parents when she was 10 years old, and settled on a farm 
near Patterson. Isaac was also born & raised on a farm near Marine IL, and came to Wayne 
Co. to farm near the Cherry Grove school. Soon after his arrival, he married Rowena & the 
couple later moved to Patterson. They are active in the social & religious life of the 
community. They have 9 surviving children: Mrs. L.H. Henson (Piedmont MO), Mrs. G.W. 
Nelly (Santa Ana CA), Mrs. H.L. Hovis (Patterson MO), Miss Ruth Brooks (who lives with her 
parents), W.D. Brooks (Searcy AR), Eli Brooks (Patterson), Millard Brooks (Russelville), 
Chas. Brooks (Risco) & Fred E. Brooks (St. Louis MO). The children gave their parents $50 in 
gold. 
 
Spouse:  Gladys Emily Jones Brooks, 6 Apr 1903 Brunot, Wayne MO – 24 Mar 1998 
Doniphan, Ripley MO.  
Daughter of Charles Henry Jones (M.D.) & Sarah Anna Brewington.  
Buried in Mountain View Cemetery, Des Arc, Iron MO. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 61678035 
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Marriage: 25 May 1921 Brunot, Wayne MO. “Current Wave” (Eminence MO) 9 Jun 1921 p 1 – 
word received of the marriage of Millard Brooks to Miss Gladys Emily Jones on 25 May at 
Brunot. He taught in the high school here last year. 
 
Children: 

• Melburn Francis Brooks, 18 Jul 1922 Brunot, Wayne MO [born at home] – 19 Oct 
1982. Often found in newspaper articles with his 1st name spelled “Melbourne.” – In 
the 1950 census, - On 15 Sep 1947 Melburn married Mary Francis/Frances Miller, b. 
2 Jul 1922 in the Panama Canal Zone, the daughter of Grover Cleveland & Alice Jane 
Miller. In the 1950 census, Mary F. Brooks (27 Panama, status: separated) lived with 
son John M. Brooks (b. Jul 1949 in Cape Girardeau MO – actual city listed in census) 
in the home of her parents Grover C. Miller (58 NC) & Alice J. Miller (56 IA), in El 
Paso, El Paso TX.  On 2 Nov 1946 in Guadalupe Co. TX, she married Raphael Joseph 
Holdgrafer (1916-1968). In 1953, Mary Frances married Virgil Jennings Rindom 
(1915-1990. Mary Rindom died 20 Oct 2002 in Bend, Deschutes OR, F: 61747713. 
Besides son John Millard Brooks (b. 23 Jul 1949 MO), she was survived by son David 
Brooks (also of OR). - Melburn Brooks (27 MO, reporter for the “Jefferson County 
Press” newspaper, status: married) was a lodger with Sara P. Beck (62 AR, widow) & 
other lodgers in Festus, Jefferson MO. Buried in Mountain View Cemetery, Des Arc, 
Iron MO. F: 61675953 

• Charles Paul Brooks, 9 Jul 1924 Brunot, Wayne MO [born at home] – 25 Jul 1974 Des 
Arc, Iron MO. – On 6 Jun 1946, in the Piedmont Christian Church in Piedmont, 
Wayne MO, Charles married Margaret Evelyn Mabury (1924-2021), the daughter of 
Jesse Mabury & Margaret Leona Wilson. – in Jun 1965 in Pinellas Co. FL, he married 
Winifred Dale Johnson Haynes (6 Jul 1924 Chicago, Cook IL – 24 Nov 1977 
Manchester, St. Louis MO, F: 61676012), whose earlier husband was Donald 
Charles Haynes (b. 16 Nov 1919 Cleveland OH – 1 Nov 1964 FL, F: 249900349). In 
1950, Winifred Haynes (25 IL) had lived in Chicago, Cook IL with Donald C. Haynes 
(30 OH, magazine editor, publishing magazines) & son David (3 IL).  - Buried in 
Mountain View Cemetery, Des Arc, Iron MO. F: 29030864 

• Jones Henry Brooks, 20 Jul 1935 St. Louis Co. MO – 28 Aug 2006 Piedmont, Wayne 
MO [also found as Fairdealing, Ripley MO]. Birth: “Wayne County Journal-Banner” 8 
Aug 1935 p 4 – Birth of son Jones Henry on 27 Jul [Find A Grave says 20 Jul] 1935 at 
Christian Hospital, St. Louis MO, to Mr. & Mrs. Millard Brooks. Jones’s mother is the 
daughter of Dr. & Mrs. C.H. Jones of Piedmont MO. – Husband of Donna Kay Jones 
(1935-2010. F: 49451136) whom he married 17 or 18 Sep 1954 in Piedmont, Wayne 
MO. Donna was the daughter of Robert L. Jones (1910-1976, F: 231486730) & Lively 
E. Hunter (1911-2011, F: 67633853). - Jones is buried in Mountain View Cemetery, 
Des Arc, Iron MO. F: 2903096628 

 
Siblings: 

• Sadie Rowena Brooks Neely, 29 Mar 1876 Marine, Madison IL – 4 Sep 1964 Los 
Angeles, Los Angeles CA. Wife of George Washington Neely (1858-1928, F: 



75 
 

142865434), whom she married 15 Oct 1894 in Patterson, Wayne Co. MO. Buried in 
Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Glendale, Los Angeles CA. F: 85476456 

• Martin Louis Brooks II, 16 Sep 1878 Marine, Madison IL – 25 Jul 1879 Patterson, 
Wayne  MO. Buried in Hixson Cemetery, Wayne Co. MO. F: 74458625 

• William Donley Brooks, 10 Jun 1880 Patterson, Wayne MO – 14 Nov 1973 Piedmont, 
Wayne MO. - Married Ada Jane Cline (1883-1967, F: 33214241) on 20 [or 21] Sep 
1905 in Greenville, Wayne MO; divorced 1937. - Married Beulah Clark McDowell (11 
Oct 1880 AR – 19 Jan 1952 AR on 6 Jul 1941 in Pope Co. AR. She is buried in Rankini 
Cemetery, Russellville, Pope AR, F: 140543736. Buried in Patterson Cemetery, 
Patterson, Wayne MO. F: 33214264 

• Ruth Alice Brooks, 31 Aug 1882 Patterson, Wayne MO – 10 Jul 1963. Lutesville, 
Bollinger MO. Buried in Patterson Cemetery, Patterson, Wayne MO. F: 33230310 

• Margaret Eugenia (“Maggie”) Brooks, 20 Jun 1884 Patterson, Wayne MO – 15 Dec 
1885 Patterson, Wayne MO [says IL on Find A Grave]. Buried in Hixson Cemetery, 
Wayne Co. MO F: 74458750 

• Eli Isaac Brooks, 27 Jul 1886 Patterson, Wayne MO – 16 Feb 1972 Poplar Bluff, 
Butler MO. Married Mable McCollum Wilkinson (1889-1979, F: 33212974) 5 Jun 
1907 in Greenville, Wayne Co. MO. Buried in Patterson Cemetery, Patterson, Wayne 
MO. F: 33212938 

• Estella May Brooks Henson, 20 Jun 1889 Patterson, Wayne MO – 4 Jul 1985 
Piedmont, Wayne MO [also found as Ellington, Reynolds MO]. Wife of Leander 
Haywood Henson (1884-1959, F: 28642661), whom she married 27 Jan 1907 in 
Piedmont, Wayne MO. F records not linked. Buried in Masonic Cemetery, Piedmont, 
Wayne MO. F: 28642694 

• Virgie Louisa Brooks Hovis, 5 Feb 1891 Patterson, Wayne MO – 21 Apr 1940 Poplar 
Bluff, Butler MO. Wife of Henry Lafayette Hovis (1889—1957, F: 33213077), whom 
she married 8 Sep 1912 (according to his obituary) or 3 Sep 1912 (according to her 
obituary) or 7 Sep 1912 according to newspaper article when married) in Patterson, 
Wayne MO. Died in the Poplar Bluff (MO) Hospital following a major operation. Her 
death certificate seems to read some version of appendicitis; she developed 
peritonitis. – The Tuscania sank on her 27th birthday. - Buried in Patterson Cemetery, 
Patterson, Wayne MO. F: 33213102 

• Mary Ethel Brooks, 22 Mar 1895 Patterson, Wayne MO – 24 Jul 1895 Patterson, 
Wayne MO. Buried in Patterson Cemetery. Patterson, Wayne MO. F: 33230887 

• Charles Ernest Brooks, 6 Mar 1896 Patterson, Wayne MO – 20 Sep 1983 Lowndes, 
Wayne PA (at his residence there, according to his obituary) or Piedmont, Wayne 
MO. Married Lestie Elizabeth Kennedy (1895-1974, F: 33230783) on 29 Sep 1915 in 
Brunot, Wayne MO. Buried in Patterson Cemetery, Patterson, Wayne MO. F: 
33230546 

• Frederick Edwin Brooks (Dr.) 30 Jul 1898 Patterson, Wayne MO – 29 Jun 1990 
Ballwin, St. Louis MO. Received M.A. from Washington University; Ph.D. from 
University of Chicago & doctor of law from St. Louis University. Teacher, school 
administrator. -- Married Hazel Ella Houghton (1905-1994, F: 46749109) on 24 Jun 
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1922 in Webster Groves, St. Louis MO. – Married in 1983 to Minnie Reis (1905-1994, 
F: 158497344) who had been married for 43 years to John Grunk (1909-1974). - 
Buried in Oak Hill Cemetery, Kirkwood, St. Louis MO. F: 46749089 

• Merle Kathleen Brooks, b. & d. 27 Dec 1902, probably Wayne Co. MO. Buried in 
Patterson Cemetery, Patterson, Wayne MO. F: 104687827 

 
Notes: 
It appears Millard was named for his father Isaac’s brother, Millard. “Wayne County Journal 
& The Piedmont Weekly Banner” 3 Sep 1925 p 4 – Eli Brooks [Millard’s brother] & Eli’s 
father, Rev. I.L. Brooks of Brunot, left Patterson for Marine IL to attend the funeral of 
Isaac’s younger brother, Millard Brooks. 
 
There are hundreds of articles on Newspapers.com – found by searching Millard Francis 
Brooks, Millard F. Brooks, Millard Brooks and with many as M.F. Brooks. 
 
Pre-war: 
Member of Christian Endeavor in Greenville MO Sep 1914 
 
“Piedmont (MO) Weekly Banner” 12 Aug 1915 p- 1 – Millard returned home 8 Aug from St. 
Louis where he was attending automobile school. 
 
“Wayne County Journal” (Greenville MO) 29 Mar 1917 p 4 – Millard recently closed a 
successful term of school near Piedmont.  Then he came to Greenville to associate with 
his brother, W.D. Brooks, in a garage & automobile repair shop. He took a course in auto 
work in St. Louis some time ago & is a “competent and trustworthy mechanic.” 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Greenville Sun” 30 Aug 1917 p 1 – Millard, who is stationed at Jefferson Barracks, spent 
Sunday (26 Aug) with relatives & friends & left Monday morning, driving back to the 
barracks through Brunot MO, where he visited the home folks. 
 
“Greenville Sun” 20 Sep 1917 p 4 – with 127th Squadron at Kelly Field TX 
 
“Wayne County Journal” (Greenville MO) 14 Feb 1918 p 1 
“Millard Brooks Escapes Tuscania Disaster” – “considerable rejoicing in Greenville” when 
the Sunday St. Louis newspapers listed him as a survivor – “great fears were entertained 
here that he was lost.” In 100th Aero Squadron, probably only Wayne Co. boy on board. 
Think some local boys were on accompanying transports as some had been ordered from 
Camp Funston to NY. Casualty count on Tuscania 304 [incorrect]. 
 
“Piedmont (MO) Weekly Banner” 14 Feb 1918 p 1 – Mrs. Leander Hanson [his sister Estella] 
had been sick from nervousness after hearing her brother Millard was on the Tuscania. 
“But is better now.” 
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“Ironton (MO) County Register” 14 Feb 1918 p 5 – Millard of Brunot MO is Tuscania 
survivor. “Young Brooks was well known in this county having taught several terms of 
school in Iron.” 
 
“Greenville (MO) Sun” 14 Feb 1918 p 1 – “The people of Greenville were relieved of a great 
weight of anxiety and suspense” when he was reported saved. His parents live at Brunot. 
For several months prior to his enlistment, he lived in Greenville, where he was associated 
with his brother W.D. [William Donley] Brooks in the garage business. 
 
“Ironton (MO) County Register” 28 Feb 1918 p 5 – glad to hear that cable was received by 
his parents Sunday morning (24 Feb) that he was safe & well. “He was a popular young 
school teacher and has a host of friends.” 
 
“Greenville Sun” 7 Mar 1918 p 8 – On the Tuscania, arrived & is somewhere in France. 
Sound & well according to letters received this week by relatives & friends in Greenville. 
 
“Piedmont Weekly Banner” 27 Jun 1918 p 1 – a letter home from Leonard Lucy, of the 93rd 
Aero Squadron, to his parents Mr. & Mrs. O.C. Lucy noted: “I saw Millard Brooks of Brunot, 
about three weeks ago. He is O.K. Millard is the only boy I have met since in the Army I 
know.” 
 
“Piedmont (MO) Weekly Banner” 11 Jul 1918 p 5 – letter from London, England, dated 8 Jun 
1918 [partially copied above] to Mr. I.L. Brooks of Brunot MO. “Dear Dad” – working in aero 
repair work section. He takes badly broken machines, replaces damage with new parts. 
Very interesting work & enjoys working at it. Glad to hear about home efforts to help the 
poor & other church work. Resisting the many temptations available to soldiers in England, 
compared to those in France. 
 
“Ironton (MO) County Register” 3 Jul 1919 p 5 – arrived home from overseas last week. 
Escaped without injury on the Tuscania. Was with aero squadron & spent several months 
in England. 
 
Post-war: 
 
A few notices of sheriff’s sale of real estate for delinquent taxes in Wayne Co. MO against 
Millard Brooks & 2 others (with the C.H. Jones apparently his father-in-law) – Jul 1930 & Feb 
1931 
 
There are numerous articles at Newspapers.com about his teaching assignments. A 
selection: 
 
“Wayne County Journal-Banner” 26 May 1927 p 8 – Professor & Mrs. Millard Brooks of 
Brunot visited in Piedmont Saturday. They were on their way home from Hunter, where he 
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taught last quarter in the Hunter school, after finishing a term as principal of the Brunot 
school. 
 
“Wayne County Journal-Banner” (Piedmont MO) 20 Jun 1929 p 8 – Professor Millard Brooks 
of Brunot visited his sister Mrs. L.H. Henson of near Piedmont last week. He taught in the 
high school of University City last year & finished the sessions last Friday. He is one of the 
state’s outstanding educators. 
 
“Greenville Sun” 3 Sep 1936 p 2 – Millard Brooks & Fred Brooks & their families returned to 
University City from Bruno. Fred is principal of the University City schools & Millard is a 
teacher in them. 
 
“Wayne County Journal-Banner” 25 Aug 1938 p 1 – Millard is building 6 more terraces on 
his farm near Brunot to control erosion. He installed 2 terraces last summer. 
 
“Greenville Sun” 22 Mar 1945 p 1 – the superintendent of Des Arc Public Schools was 
elected superintendent of Greenville Consolidated District school 1945-1946 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 492-20-2984 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Logan, Wayne MO 
I.F. Brooks, 25 IL, father b. VA, mother b. PA, farmer 
Mary R., 23 IL, parents b. IL, keeping house 
Sarah, 4 MO 
 
1900 Logan Township, Wayne MO 
Isaac L. Brooks, 45 IL, Dec 1854, father b. VA, mother b. OH, married 25 years, farmer 
Mary R., 43 IL, May 1857, father b. KY, mother b. NY, gave birth to 12 children, 9 are living 
Eli L., 13 MO, Jul 1886 
Estella M., 10 MO, Jun 1889 
Virgie L., 9 MO, Feb 1891 
Millard F., 6 MO, Jun 1893 
Charles E., 4 MO, Mar 1896 
Frederick E., 4 MO, Jul 1898 
Sadie R. Neily, 24 IL, Mar 1876, married, married 5 years, gave birth to 2 children, 1 living 
[daughter] 
Lenora E. Neily, 3 MO, father b. MO, mother b. IL, Aug 1876 [granddaughter] 
 
1910 Cedar Creek, Wayne MO 
Isaac L. Brooks, 55 IL, father b. VA, mother b. OH, in 1st marriage, married 35 years, 
blacksmith, at home 
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Mary R., 52 IL, father b. KY, mother b. NY, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 13 children, 9 are 
living 
Ruth A., 26 MO 
Virgie E., 19 MO 
Millard F., 16 MO, laborer, at home 
Charles E., 14 MO, laborer, at home 
Fred E., 11 MO 
Lula L. Thornburgh, 42 IL, single, father b. KY, mother b. NY [Isaac’s sister-in-law] 
 
1920 Logan Township, Wayne MO 
Millard Brooks, 26 MO, single, parents b. IL, school teacher, boarder with the George Cline 
family 
 
1930 Central, St. Louis MO – 6723 Schofield Ave. (rented) 
Miller [sic] F. Brooks, 37 MO, parents b. IL, age 28 at 1st marriage, high school teacher, WWI 
veteran 
Cladys [sic], 27 MO, parents b. MO, age 28 at 1st marriage [?] 
Melburn, 7 MO 
Charles, 3 [? - illegible] MO 
Hughs Brooks, 21 MO, married, 1st marriage at age 21, auto washer, automobiles [nephew] 
 
1940 Normandy, St. Louis MO – 2638 Lynhurst Ave. (rented) – same place in 1935 
Millard Brooks, 47 MO, teacher, public school 
Gladys, 37 MO 
Melbourne, 18 MO 
Charles, 16 MO 
Jones, 5 MO 
 
1950 Cedar Creek, Wayne MO 
Millard F. Brooks, 57 MO, high school teacher, Desarc School 
Gladys, 47 MO 
Jones, 14 MO, farm helper, farm 
 
 
 


