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TUSCANIA 

  
 

One of the Baraboo 21 
Brodie, Russell William 

1895 WI – 1920 SD 
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Photographs of all the Baraboo 21 - “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Saturday 2 Feb 1929 p 3 
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“Portage (WI) Daily Memorial” Tuesday 7 Feb 1933 p 1 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-

NCV?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZL-
SQY9&action=view 

 

 
Note birthname is registered as William R. Brodie - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/679623:2544?tid=110528513&pid=312027907839&queryid=e28a535c-fd87-

41ea-b95e-ce754fda3c22&_phsrc=cPx21500&_phstart=successSource 
 

Life: 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-NCV?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZL-SQY9&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-NCV?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZL-SQY9&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-NCV?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZL-SQY9&action=view
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/679623:2544?tid=110528513&pid=312027907839&queryid=e28a535c-fd87-41ea-b95e-ce754fda3c22&_phsrc=cPx21500&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/679623:2544?tid=110528513&pid=312027907839&queryid=e28a535c-fd87-41ea-b95e-ce754fda3c22&_phsrc=cPx21500&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/679623:2544?tid=110528513&pid=312027907839&queryid=e28a535c-fd87-41ea-b95e-ce754fda3c22&_phsrc=cPx21500&_phstart=successSource
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Inheritance from paternal grandfather James R. Brodie is made in Russell’s birthname: 

William Russell Brodie – “Portage (WI) Daily Register” Monday 17 Apr 1905 p 3 
 

 
“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Monday 14 Oct 1907 p 3 

 



6 
 

 
“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Monday 15 Aug 1909 p 3 

 

 
“Portage (WI) Daily Democrat” Monday 13 May 1912 p 3 

 

 
Draft – “Portage (WI) Daily Register” Tuesday 17 Jul 1917 p 3 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Friday 27 Jul 1917 p 4 
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“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Friday 24 Aug 1917 p 3 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 18 Oct 1917 p 3 
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“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Friday 14 Dec 1917 p 3 

 

 
“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 6 

 

 
“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 8 
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“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Monday 4 Mar 1918 p 1 
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“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 7 Mar 1918 p 9 
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“Baraboo (WI) Weekly News” Thursday 7 Mar 1918 p 11 

 

 
“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Monday 11 Mar 1918 p 1 
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“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Friday 12 Apr 1918 p 1 
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“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Tuesday 4 Jun 1918 p 1 
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“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Wednesday 27 Nov 1918 p 1 
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Receives Joan of Arc medal from the city of Verdun, France – “Portage (WI) Daily Register” 

Tuesday 4 Feb 1919 p 1 
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“Baraboo (WI) Weekly News” Thursday 13 Feb 1919 p 7 
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Of the 2,179 soldiers aboard, 215 died – so there were not a “few” rescued – “Portage (WI) 

Daily Register” Saturday 19 Apr 1919 p 3 
 

 
“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Thursday 12 Jun 1919 p 3 
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“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Wednesday 3 Sep 1919 p 3 

 

 
“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Saturday 26 Jun 1920 p 3 
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“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Monday 28 Jun 1920 p 1 
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“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Tuesday 29 Jun 1920 p 1 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Wednesday 30 Jun 1920 p 5 
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27 
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“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 1 Jul 1920 p 1 
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“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 1 Jul 1920 p 6 

 

 
“Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Friday 2 Jul 1920 p 8 
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“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Saturday 4 Sep 1920 p 4 
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“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Wednesday 25 May 1921 p 1 
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Russell Brodie died in 1920 in South Dakota, NOT overseas in the war - “Wisconsin State 

Journal” (Madison WI) Tuesday 8 Feb 1927 p 13 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Friday 3 Feb 1928 p 1 

 
 
 
 
 

Father: 
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“Portage (WI) Daily Democrat” Thursday 10 Oct 1901 p 3 
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“Portage (WI) Daily Democrat” Monday 14 Oct 1901 p 3 

 
Mother: 

 

 
Marriage - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/110528513/person/312026674152/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/110528513/person/312026674152/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/110528513/person/312026674152/facts


36 
 

 
Probably a good time in Nov 1895 to break the news of their 21 Jan 1895 marriage – as their 
son Russell was born 12 Dec 1895 - “Portage (WI) Daily Democrat” Wednesday 6 Nov 1895 

p 3 
 
 
 



37 
 

 
Marriage registered 5 Oct 1895 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1719838%3A61484 
 

Sister: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1719838%3A61484
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1719838%3A61484
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sister 
Florence Margaret Brodie Maloney (1897-1965) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/91094208%3A61484 
 

 
“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Tuesday 1 sep 1924 p 1 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Thursday 1 Apr 1993 p 38 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/35119638%3A61482 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

Name:  Russell William Brodie 
Name variations:  birth name William R. Brodie – likely switched to avoid confusion with 
father William Brodie 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Supply Co. E - corporal  
Serial number:  251,212 
Entered service from:  Portage, Columbia WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Russell William Brodie 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Katherine Brodie, Portage WI 
Returned from war on: "Winifredian" Apr 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Russell W. Brodie 
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Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Catherine Brodie, 303 W. Marion St., 
Portage WI (cpl, Co. F, 101st Supply Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917): b. 12 Dec 1896 Portage WI; res: 505 W. Marion, 
Portage, Columbia WI. Single. Night clerk, Jackman & Brown, Portage WI 
National Tuscania Survivors Association (1939): Portage WI [since he was dead, someone 
else’s membership in his name] 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 14 Jul 1917 
Discharged 28 Apr 1919 
Address: 410 W. Conant St., Portage WI 
Rank/unit: corporal, QMC 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 12 Dec 1895 Portage, Columbia WI [name at birth: William R. Brodie]   
Died: 5 Feb 1920 Custer, Custer SD (at the sanitorium, of pnuemonia) [the 2nd anniversary 
of the sinking of the Tuscania] 
Find A Grave record: 179638462, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Portage, Columbia WI 
Cemetery: St. Mary 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: William Brodie, 3 Jul 1870 (also found as 1869) Portage, Columbia WI – 10 Oct 1901 
Portage, Columbia WI.  
Son of James Russell Brodie & Margaret Leadbetter/Margaret Leeds Potter, who had 
married in 1863 in Scotland.  
Obituary: “Portage (WI) Daily Register” 10 Oct 1901 p 4 – William Brodie d. at his home on 
E. Carroll St. on 10 Oct 1901 of a brain hemorrhage; been ill for some time. Oldest son of 
J.R. Brodie, b. in Portage 31 years ago. Survived by wife, son, daughter, father, sister Mrs. 
W.R. Forbes & brother James R. Brodie. His brother & sister live in Gibson NM. Funeral set 
for 12 Oct, with interment in Silver Lake Cemetery (Portage, Columbia WI) – the funeral was 
changed to 13 Oct when his brother, James R. Brodie Jr., left Gibson NM to attend the 
funeral.  
Buried in Silver Lake Cemetery, Portage, Columbia WI. 
Find A Grave: 231746240 
 
Mother: Catharine (Katherine) B. McCabe Brodie, 9 Sep 1873 Portage, Columbia WI – 16 
(not 19) Nov 1953 Portage, Columbia WI.  
Daughter of Peter McCabe & Mary Carroll. 
Obituary: “Portage Daily Register” 17 Nov 1953 p 3 – Mrs. Catherine Brodie, age 80, 
resident of 602 Prospect Ave., d. at Divine Savior Hospital on 16 Nov 1953 after an 
extended illness. 
Buried in St. Mary Cemetery, Portage, Columbia WI as are her 2 children. 
Find a Grave: 103913534 
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Parents’ marriage: 21 Jan 1895 Portage, Columbia WI. The marriage is kept a secret until 
Nov 1895. Their son Russell is born 12 Dec 1895.  
 
Spouse:  In a newspaper article, Russell indicates a wish to return to Ireland after the war & 
marry the “lassie” who had nursed him back “to nerve quiet.”  
Spouse Find A Grave: 
 
Children: 
 
Sibling: 

• Florence Margaret Brodie Maloney, 12 Nov 1897 Portage, Columbia WI – 18 Jul 1965 
Portage, Columbia WI. Wife of William Henry Maloney (1897-1993, F: 92005558) 
whom she married 31 Aug 1925 in Columbia Co. WI.. Obituary: “Portage Daily 
Register” 19 Jul 1965 p 8 – Mrs. William H. (Florence) Maloney, resident of 602 
Prospect Ave., Portage, d. 18 Jul 1965 after an extended illness. Interment in St. 
Mary’s Cemetery (where her mother & brother are buried). Survived by husband 
William H. & 2 sons. F: 92005547 

 
Notes: 
Wartime: 
 
“Portage Daily Register” 8 Feb 1918 p 3 – Cpl. Russell Brodie of Portage was on the 
Tuscania. Son of Mrs. Katherine Brodie, 303 W. Marion St., Portage. Prior to his enlistment 
he was employed in Baraboo WI & enlisted with the company from Baraboo. Mobilized with 
the company at Camp Louglas [sic/Douglas], leaving from there to Waco TX. 
 
“Portage Daily Register” 4 Mar 1918 p 1 – A Junior Red Cross benefit at the Ringling Theater 
in Baraboo WI netted around $700 in proceeds. The souvenir presented at the show 
showed a picture of the Tuscania & the 21 men from Baraboo on board, including Russell 
Brodie of Portage. His mother, Mrs. Catherine McCabe Brodie, received a postcard written 
by him on 2 Mar at Belfast, Ireland. It said “Am well and safe. This is a beautiful place.” 
 
“Portage Daily Register” 13 May 1918 p 1 – printed a letter from 2nd lt. R.W. Bulcahy, Co. F, 
128th Infantry, National Guard – “Soldiers from Home Town Meet” – written from 
“somewhere in France / April 17, 1918” – “Saw Russel [sic] Brodie a week ago in a town 
near here. He looked fine. Didn’t seem have have [sic] any bad effects on him after taking 
his involuntary bath off the Tuscania.” 
 
Obituary: 
 
“Portage Daily Register” 26 Jun 1920 p 3 
“Gallant Her of World War Dies” 
Russell Brodie succumbed to his injuries received during Army service. He died at the 
Custer SD Sanitarium following a lingering illness of lung trouble, believed to have been 
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contracted at the time of the Tuscania sinking. “Profound grief prevails throughout the city 
… “ When the Tuscania sunk, he was in the water several hours [questionable] before 
taken on a U.S. [Royal Navy] destroyer & revived. After improving, he was in Co. E, 32nd Div., 
107th Supply Train. He was guessed at Chateau-Thierry & was in serious condition several 
weeks. He sought medical aid upon his return home. For many months his mother & sister 
in Portage nursed him, but his condition worsened 3 months ago, so he & his mother went 
to Custer SD, where she & his aunt, Mr. W. Parry, stayed with him. Russell was b. 12 Dec 
1895 in Portage, the only son of Mr. & Mrs. William Brodie. His father died 19 years ago. He 
was a “likeable fellow.” His mother Mrs. Katherine Brodie & sister Florence Brodie survive 
him. His body will arrive in Portage 27 or 28 Jun & will be taken to the home of his 
grandmother, Mrs. Peter McCabe.  
 
“Portage (WI) Daily Register” 29 Jun 1920 p 1 
Taps were played for Russell Brodie, known to the people of Portage WI as a schoolboy, a 
neighbor, a friend, and “the volley thundered as the wasted body – sacrificed for love of 
home and country – was consigned to quiet rest in St. Mary’s” on Tuesday, 29 Jun 1920. 
Hundreds followed “to the young hero’s last bivouac – in tribute to what he did, what he 
suffered, in sympathetic expression to a devoted mother and loving sister.” He endured 
chilly ocean waters, long hours of suffering & exposure after his rescue, but recovered 
enough to join his comrades at the front in France. He was gassed at Chateau Thierry. 
Weakened & broken in body, it was a struggle against the inevitable, under his mother’s 
care. The funeral was held 28 Jun 1920 at St. Mary’s Catholic Church. Military exercises 
were conducted by the Richard W. Mulcahy American Legion post. The cortege was one of 
the largest ever seen in Portage. It included the Kilbourn band and the Elks lodge. The 
actual and honorary pallbearers were listed. The honorary pallbearers included 3 fellow 
Tuscania survivors: Earl Powell, James Bray & Arthur Bender. 
 
 

 
 
 
"Wausau [WI] Daily Herald" 2 Jul 1920 p 8 (same story in several papers) - Word received in 
Portage WI of death of local man Brodie at the Custer SD sanitorium [a Tuscania victim, 
who died exactly 2 years later], had gotten pneumonia during rescue, developed lung 
trouble which caused his death, body returned from SD to Portage for burial with full 
military honors. 
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Censuses: 
 
1900 Portage, Columbia WI – E. Howard St. 
William Brodie, 30 WI, Jul 1869, parents b. Scotland, married 5 years, boot & shoe 
salesman 
Catharine B., 25 WI, Sep 1874, father b. Ireland, mother b. WI, gave birth to 2 children, 2 
are living 
William R., 4 WI, Dec 1895 [this is Russell Brodie’s birthname] 
Florence M., 2 WI, Nov 1897 
 
1905 WI state census – Portage, Columbia WI 
Catherine Brodie, 31 WI, father b. Ireland, mother b. WI, widow 
Wm. R., 9 WI [this is Russell Brodie’s birth name] 
Florence M., 7 WI 
 
1910 Portage, Columbia WI – 914 E. Howard St. 
Catherine Brodie, 34 WI, father b. Ireland, mother b. WI, widow, gave birth to 2 children, 2 
are living 
William R., 14 WI, parents b. WI 
Florence, 12 WI, parents b. WI 
No occupations listed 
 
1920 Portage, Columbia WI – 514 Wisconsin St.- conducted 12 Jan 1920, Russell died 5 
Feb 1920 & was already living in SD] 
Kathryn Brodie, 44 WI, father b. Ireland, mother b. WI, saleslady, dry goods 
Florence, 21 WI, office girl, dentist 
Russell, 24 WI, clerk, gargage [sic/garage] 
 
 


