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Brockey, Christopher Frank 
1897 PA – 1975 PA 

 
             
 

 



2 
 

 
Christopher Frank Brockey – certificate for 45 years of service as a forest fire warden, 

“Bedford County Press & Everett (PA) Press” Thursday 23 Mar 1972 p 22 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/297731872/ 
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“Bedford County Press & Everett (PA) Press” Thursday 30 Mar 1969 p 15 

 
Chris Brockey standing, 3rd from left 
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Chris Brockeys standing at far right -  

“Bedford County Press & Everett (PA) Press” Thursday 21 Dec 1967 p 22 
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Chris Brockey in front row, 2nd from left - “Bedford County Press & Everett (PA) Press” 
Thursday 3 Oct 1968 p 8 

 
 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-FQPW-
T?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZ2-1VSQ&action=view 
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PA, WWI service card - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/927384%3A60884 
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“Bedford County Press & Everett (PA) Press” Thursday 9 Oct 1975 p 15 

 
Life: 
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“Cincinnati (OH) Enquirer” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

 
“Everett (PA) Press” Friday 6 Mar 1936 p 1 
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“Bedford (PA) Gazette” Friday 16 Mar 1945 p 1 

 
 
 

Wife 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/41548306/person/102051467238/facts 
 

 
Marriage license 30 Sep 1917 Hagerstown, Washington Co. MD – “Harrisburg (PA) 

Telegraph” Saturday 1 Oct 1927 p 11 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/41548306/person/102051467238/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/41548306/person/102051467238/facts
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“Cumberland (MD) Evening Times” Monday 14 Oct 1963 p 16 

 
 
 



13 
 

 
“Bedford County Press & Everett (PA) Press” Thursday 17 Oct 1963 p 3 
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Father-n-law Van Buren Ratcliff “Cumberland (MD) Evening Times” Wednesday 6 Mar 1957 
p 20 

 

 
“Everett (PA) Press” Friday 30 Jul 1937 p 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Children: 
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Daughter Phyllis Loretta Brockey Reed (1928-1981) – ‘Shippensburg (PA) News-Chronicle” 

Friday 24 Nov 1950 p 3 
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Phyllis – Find A Grave139667032 

 

 
“Bedford (PA) Gazette” Thursday 17 Oct 1946 p 10 

 

 
Phyllis marries – then divorces – Alden Reed – “Shippensburg (PA) News-Chronicle” 

Tuesday 29 Mar 1949 p 2 
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“Everett (PA) Press” Friday 2 Jun 1950 p 9 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/163053331:9279?tid=&pid=&queryid=b501be41-5928-478e-9310-

8c04f12d7d13&_phsrc=cPx21467&_phstart=successSource 
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“Harrisburg (PA) Evening News” Wednesday 29 Nov 1950 p 44 
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“Chambersburg (PA) Public Opinion” Tuesday 3 Feb 1981 p 10 
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“York (PA) Daily Record” Monday 2 Feb 1981 p 11 
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“Latrobe (PA) Bulletin” Monday 2 Feb 1981 p 5 
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Son Christopher Brockey III (1930-2018) – Find A Grave 186417419 
 
 

 
https://www.akersfuneralhome.com/obituary/Christopher-Brockey 

 

https://www.akersfuneralhome.com/obituary/Christopher-Brockey
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daughter Lois V. Brockey Redinger (1936-2013) - 
https://www.donelsonfuneralhome.com/obituary/Lois-

Redinger?utm_source=tributearchive.com&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ta-of-
obituary-referrals&utm_content=official-obit-click-

obituary&utm_term=Lois%20V.%20Redinger 
 
 
 

https://www.donelsonfuneralhome.com/obituary/Lois-Redinger?utm_source=tributearchive.com&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ta-of-obituary-referrals&utm_content=official-obit-click-obituary&utm_term=Lois%20V.%20Redinger
https://www.donelsonfuneralhome.com/obituary/Lois-Redinger?utm_source=tributearchive.com&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ta-of-obituary-referrals&utm_content=official-obit-click-obituary&utm_term=Lois%20V.%20Redinger
https://www.donelsonfuneralhome.com/obituary/Lois-Redinger?utm_source=tributearchive.com&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ta-of-obituary-referrals&utm_content=official-obit-click-obituary&utm_term=Lois%20V.%20Redinger
https://www.donelsonfuneralhome.com/obituary/Lois-Redinger?utm_source=tributearchive.com&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ta-of-obituary-referrals&utm_content=official-obit-click-obituary&utm_term=Lois%20V.%20Redinger
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baby boy Brockey - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/603153709%3A5164 
 

Father: 
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“Pittsburgh (PA) Press” 26 Oct 1907 p 1 
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“Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Sunday 27 Oct 1907 p 24 

 

 
“Pittsburgh (PA) Post” Sunday 27 Oct 1907 p 2 
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“Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Monday 28 Oct 1907 p 16 

 
 
 
 

Mother: 
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Anna Margaret Humberston Brockey – “Cumberland (MD) Evening Times” Saturday 18 Sep 
1943 p 5 

 

 

 
“Everett (PA) Press” Friday 24 Sep 1943 p 5 
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“Bedford (PA) Gazette” Friday 24 Sep 1943 p 2 

 
 
 

 
“Frostburg (PA) Mining Journal” Saturday 12 Jul 1890 p 3 

 

 
“Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Saturday 18 Jul 1903 p 9 

 
 
 
 

Siblings: 
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Brother George Ellsworth Brockey (1890-1960) – “Cumberland (MD) News” Wednesday 1 

Jun 1960 p 10 
 

 
“Cumberland (MD) Evening Times” Tuesday 31 May 1960 p 20 
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Sister Eunice M. Brockey Knoll (1892-1971) – “Bedford County Press & Everett (PA) Press” 

Thursday 24 Jun 1971 p 3 
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Eunice – PA death certificate - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/454534528:5164?tid=41548306&pid=102051470018&queryid=b8e4a3cc-
a358-4e84-9b07-448f2ff633a9&_phsrc=cPx21451&_phstart=successSource 
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“Bedford (PA) Gazette” Tuesday 24 May 1955 p 3 
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Brother John Stein Brockey (1902-1970) – “Cumberland (MD) News” Saturday 14 Feb 1970 

p 8 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Christopher Frank Brockey 
Name variations:  Chris F. Brockey (listed on his tombstone) 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  100th Aero Squadron, Medical Attachment - private 
Serial number:  4,774 
Entered service from:  Corriganville, Allegany MD 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Christopher Brockey 
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Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Margaret  Brockey, Carrigonville MD 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Christopher Brockey 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Margaret Brockey, RFD 1, Flintstone MD 
[sgt, 100th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917): 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Christopher Brockey - b. 8 Oct 1898 Cumberland 
MD; res: Flintstone, RD 1, Box 14, Bedford PA. NOK Mrs. Lulu I. Brockey, same address. 
Works for self – school bus driver, Bedford PA. height 5’6” & weight 135 lbs.  “a scare 
[sic/scar] on the nose” 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 8 May 1917 
Discharged 7 Jun 1919 
Address: Flinstone [sic/Flintstone] MD 
Rank/unit: sergeant, 100th Aero Squadron 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1235605:1967?tid=&pid=&queryid=6573fc7a-3a19-4413-8400-
ef2a24fdddf2&_phsrc=cPx21465&_phstart=successSource 
PA, Veterans Burial Cards – Chris F. Brockey, b. 8 Oct 1897, d. 1 Oct 1975. Sergeant, Army, 
Medical Detachment. Enlisted 8 May 1917, discharged 7 June 1919. Serial #4774.  Buried in 
Chaneysville Methodist Cemetery.  
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/927384%3A60884 
PA, WWI Veterans Service & Compensation Files 
Christopher Brockey, in service 8 May 1917 – 7 Jun 1919. Serial 4774. Legal residence at 
time of entry into service: Friends Hospital, Philadelphia PA. Enlisted in Philadelphia PA 8 
May 1917. Born Cumberland MD 8 Oct 1897. Wife Lula I. Redcliffe [sic] nee Brockey [?]. 
Minor children: Van C. & Phyllis L. Mother Marguete Humberson [sic], nee Brockey [?], b. 
Channeysville [sic] PA – father Christopher Brockey, b. Channeysville PA (deceased). In 
Med Corps 8 May 1917 to 7 Jun 1919. Promoted to sergeant 28 Aug 1917. Overseas 24 Jan 
1918 to 1 Jun 1919. Honorably discharged 7 Jun 1919 Mitchell Field, Long Island NY. Not 
previously asked for bonus. Paid 10 a month for total of 20 months service = $200. 
 
Birth & death:  
Born: 8 Oct 1897 Cumberland, Allegany MD (WWWII) Sometimes listed asMcKeesport, 
Allegheny PA. 
Died:  1 Oct 1975 Everett, Bedford PA (dead on arrival at Bedford County Memorial Hospital 
– he was a resident of Flintstone, Allegany MD, which is just over the state border with PA) 
Find A Grave record: 155250795, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Chaneysville, Bedford PA   
Cemetery: Chaneysville Methodist 
Tombstone: buried as Chris F. Brockey 
 
Father: Christopher F. Brockey Sr., Jun 1863 MD (or 9 Feb 1862 MD) – found dead 26 Oct 
1907 McKeesport, Allegheny PA in the Hotel Jerome (death certificate says 24 Oct 1907 but 
doesn’t agree with newspaper reports). Death by suicide. 
“Pittsburgh (PA) Press” 27 Oct 1907 p 24 – Christopher F. Brockey, 40, foreman of the 
National Rolling Mill, was found dead in the Hotel Jerome, McKeesport with a bullet wound 
behind the right ear on 26 Oct. A revolver was found beside him on the bed. “It was 
evidently a case of suicide.” “He had had domestic unhappiness.” His wife sued him for 
assault & battery 22 Oct 1907 & since then he’d been living in the Hotel Jerome. The suit 
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was supposedly “amicably adjusted” but he was seen weeping on 25 Oct. His wife & 
children live at 708 Fairview St. [the left margin of this article is torn off] –  
“Pittsburgh (PA) Press” 26 Oct 1907 p 1 – Chris F. Brockey, about 40 years old, was found 
dead at 8 a.m. today in the Hotel Jerome on Jerome St. by the chambermaid. A .32-caliber 
revolver was next to him. He had been dead many hours. He was sued by his wife on 23 Oct 
& hotel proprietor Steven Miller gave him a $200 bond. Foreman in National Rolling Mill. 
Last seen alive 25 Oct around 4 p.m. “very distraught and was weeping.” His wife & 5 
children live at 708 Fairview Ave.  
“Pittsburgh (PA) Press” 28 Oct 1907 p 16 – coroner’s jury ruled his death suicide – “death 
due to gunshot wound in head; suicide, while temporarily insane.” C.F. Brockey was 
around 45 years old. In a statement from his widow, she said he came to their home at 708 
Fair View Ave. on 21 Oct & a quarrel ensued; after this, she made her accusation. The case 
was settled by her 22 Oct & she paid the costs & dropped the case. But her husband said 
he didn’t like his home but would try to do better. Jerome Hotel proprietor Steven Miller 
said Brockey asked him for a room there. Miller figures the noise from the tube mills 
drowned out the sound of the shot, which no one heard. Brockey had recently purchased 
the gun. PA death certificate: C.F. Brockey, b. 9 Feb 1862 MD, son of Joseph Brockey (b. 
Germany) & Margaret Holsheimer (b. Germany) [which agrees with 1900 census 
information]. Age 45 years, 8 months, 18 days. Married. Foreman. Signed by Mrs. C.F. 
Brockey of 718 Fair View Ave., McKeesport PA. Former resident of 718 Fairview Ave., 
McKeesport. Cause of death: suicide gun shot through head while temporarily insane. 
Buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery, McKeesport, on 29 Oct 1907. 
Buried in St. Mary’s Cemetery, McKeesport, Allegheny PA but not on Find A Grave as of 23 
Sep 2024. 
Find A Grave:  
 
Mother: Margaret Humberston Brockey, 23 (or 22) Sep 1867 MD – 15 Sep 1943 
Southampton, Bedford PA. 
Daughter of George Humberston.  
Obituary: “Everett (PA) Press” 24 Sep 1943 p 5 – Mrs. Margaret Brockey died at her home in 
Southampton township, Bedford Co. on 15 Sep 1943. Born 22 Sep 1867 in Frostburg MD to 
George E. & Marietta (Baker) Homberston [sic]. Married 1889 to Chris F. Brockey 
(deceased). Her surviving children: George E. Brockey (at home), Mrs. Eunice Knoll 
(McKeesport PA), with Chris Brockey Loretta Brockey & John S. Brockey at Rte. 1, Flintstone 
MD.  
Buried in Chaneysville Methodist Cemetery, Chaneysville, Bedford PA.            . 
Find A Grave: 201383161 
Parents’ marriage: 1889 or 1890 
 
Spouse:  Lula Iva Ratcliff, 10 Jan 1904 Rough Run, Grant WV (or Seemly, Grant WV) – 12 Oct 
1963 Washington DC (Georgetown University Hospital). Surname found as Ratcliffe & 
Radcliff. Daughter of Van Buren Ratcliff (1878-1957, F: 20136596) & Virginia B. (Jennie) 
Riggleman (spelled Riggeman on Find A Grave, F: 201366612).  
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Was a patient at Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore MD in Dec 1947; discharged Jan 
1948. Obituary: “Cumberland (MD) Evening Times” 14 Oct 1963 p 16 – Mrs. Lula I. Brockey, 
59, RD 1, Flintstone MD, d. 12 Oct 1963 in Georgetown University Hospital in Washington 
DC. B. Rough Run WV 10 Jan 1904, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Van B. Ratcliff. Survived by 
husband Christopher, 2 daughters: Mrs. Alden Reed (St. Thomas PA)& Mrs. Herman 
Redinger, RD 1 Flintstone MD & son Christopher Brockey Jr., RD 1, Flintstone MD. 
Interment Chaneysville Methodist Cemetery. – Buried in Chaneysville Methodist Cemetery, 
Chaneysville, Bedford PA. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 201383267 
Married: applied in Hagerstown, Washington Co. MD on 30 Sep 1927 for a marriage license 
 
Children: 

• Phyllis Loretta Brockey Reed, 5 Sep 1928 Chaneysville, Bedford PA – 1 (not 2) Feb1981 PA. - 
Married Alden Merle Reed (1927-1990) on 4 Nov 1950 in Winchester VA. Wedding: 
“Shippensburg (PA) News-Chronicle” 24 Nov 1950 p 3 – Miss Phyllis Loretta Brockey, 
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Brockey of RR 1, Flintstone MD, married Alden Merle 
Reed, son of Mr. & Mrs. Earl Reed, RR 1, Orrstown PA, on 4 Nov 1950 in the Methodist 
parsonage in Winchester VA. She is a 1946 graduate of Everett High School. Both in the 
1950 class at Shippensburg State Teachers College & are now teaching in the 
Chambersburg public school. Status was divorced at the time of her death. -  Obituary: 
“Chambersburg (PA) Public Opinion” 3 Feb 1981 p 10 – age 52, of 4552 Lincoln Way W., St. 
Thomas PA. Was 5th-grade teacher at St. Thomas Elementary School. Died 1 Feb 1981 at 
Bedford County Memorial Hospital of injuries received in a 4-car accident near 
Breezewood. Taught in the St. Thomas school for 12 years; previously employed as 4th-grade 
teacher at Andrew Buchanan Elementary School. B. 5 Sep 1928 in Southampton township, 
Bedford Co. PA. Survived by former husband Alden M. Reed, 2 sons, brother Christopher 
Brockey Jr. (Flintstone MD) & sister Lois Reddinger [sic], 2255 Dixie Dr., York PA. Buried in 
Shippensburg PA. F: 139667032 

• Christopher Brockey, III (or Jr.), also known as Christopher Van Brockey, buried as 
Christopher V. Brockey, 13 Apr 1930 Chaneysville, Bedford PA – 4 Jan 2018 Cumberland, 
Allegany MD. When he died, was a resident of Walnut Dr., Clearville PA. Preceded in death 
by 2 sisters: Phyllis Reed & Lois redinger. Owner of C & G Dairy Farm.  – Married 15 Feb 1961 
in Flintstone MD to Dolores M. Smith (1938-2019, F: 201020097). Buried in Chaneysville 
Methodist Cemetery, Chaneysville, Bedford PA. F: 186417419 

• Lois V. Brockey Redinger, 31 Aug 1936 Chaneysville, Bedford PA – 21 Jul 2013 Clearville, 
Bedford PA. “Bedford (PA) Inquirer” 11 Sep 2009 p 2 – photo of the Everett High School Class 
of 1954 at its reunion, with Lois Brockey Redinger. Husband was named Herman Redinger in 
her mother’s obituary. – Married to Herman E. Redinger Jr. (1927-1986, F: 201382255). 
Buried in Chaneysville Methodist Cemetery, Chaneysville, Bedford PA. F: 217698351 

• Baby boy Brockey, b. & d. 5 Jan 1938 Southampton, Bedford PA. “stillborn – asphyxia due to 
looping of cord” – father Chris Brockey (b. Cumberland MD) & mother Lula Ratcliffe (b. WV). 
Residents of Flintstone MD. 

 
Siblings: and one more sibling, not in 1900 or 1910 censuses but there were 5 children 
when his father died in 1907 
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• George Ellsworth Brockey, 12 Nov 1890 Frostburg, Allegany MD – 29 May 1960 Cumberland, 
Allegany MD.  - Obituary: “Cumberland (MD) Evening Times” 31 May 1960 p 20 – age 69, RD 
1, Flintstone MD, d. 29 May in Sacred Heart Hospital, where he had been a patient since 23 
May. Son of the late Christopher F. & Margaret Humberston Brockey. Born in Frostburg. 
Streetcar operator. Survived by 2 sistes: Mrs. Eunice Knoll & Miss Loretta Brockey, both at 
home, and 2 brothers: Christopher & John S. Brockey, both at home. Buried in Chaneysville 
Methodist Cemetery, Chaneysville, Bedford PA. F: 201383216 

• Eunice Matilda Brockey Knoll, 1 Mar 1892 Cumberland, Allegany MD – 19 Jun 1971 
Cumberland, Allegany MD (in 1 obituary) or Bedford Co. PA (other obituary). Wife of Charles 
H. Knoll. Obituary from Find A Grave: age 79, RD 1, Flintstone MD, d. 19 Jun 1971 in Bedford 
County Memorial Hospital. Daughter of late Christopher & Margaret (Humberston) Brockey. 
Wife of Charles H. Knoll, who died 17 Aug 1941. Survived by 2 daughters, brother 
Christopher F. Brockey & sister Loretta E. Brockey of RD 1, Flintstone MD. Buried in 
Chaneysville Methodist Cemetery, Chaneysville, Bedford PA. F: 155476384  

• Loretta E. Brockey, 1907 McKeesport, Allegheny PA – 20 Aug 1977 Flintstone, Allegany MD. 
Obituary: “Cumberland (MD) News” 22 Aug 1977 p 4 – Miss Loretta E., 76, RD 1, Flintstone 
MD, died at her home on 20 Aug 1977. Born McKeesport PA, daughter of late Chris & 
Margaret (Humberston) Brockey. Buried in Chaneysville Methodist Cemetery, Chaneysville, 
Bedford PA. F: 201384246 

• John Stein Brockey, 29 Aug 1902 McKeesport, Allegheny PA – 12 Feb 1970 Cumberland, 
Allegany MD. Husband of Anna May Kahl (1915-1985, F: 201383851). Buried in Chaneysville 
Methodist Cemetery, Chaneysville, Bedford PA. F: 201383839 

 
Notes: 
The 1908 McKeesport (PA) City Directory lists: 
Brockey, Christopher, lab, h 708 Fairview Ave. 
Brockey, George E., lab, bds, 708 Fairview Ave. 
 
Wartime: 
Post-war: 
 
“Everett (PA) Press” 23 Aug 1940 p 1 – Post 8 American Legion carnival to be held 7-14 Sep 
at Legion Park. Christopher Brockey on the Grounds Committee. 
“Bedford County Press & Everett Press” (Everett PA) 22 Aug 1958 p 1 – Bus driver for Everett 
Southern joint area – Mr. Christopher Brockey, R. 1, Flintstone (17) Southampton township 
 
Obituary: 
"Cumberland [MD] News" 2 Oct 1975 p 24 - Chris F. Brockey, age 77, b. 8 Oct 1897 
McKeesport PA, son of the late Chris F. & Margaret (Humbertson) Brockey. Wife Lula I. 
(Ratcliff) d. on 12 Oct 1963, WWI veteran, member of Everett WWI Veterans Association. 
Survived by 2 daughters: Mrs. Phyllis L. Reed (St. Thomas PA) & Mrs. Lois V. Redinger (York 
PA) & 1 son Chris Brockey Jr. (Flintstone MD) & 1 sister, Miss Loretta E. Brockey (Flintstone 
MD). Burial in Chaneysville Methodist (was its church member) 
  
Social Security Number: 200-28-3333 
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Censuses: 
 
1900 Versailles, Allegheny PA 
Christopher Brockey, 37 MD, Jan 1863, parents b. Germany, married 10 years, pipe tester, 
tube mill 
Maggie, 32 MD, Sep 1867, parents b. MD, gave birth to 5 children, 3 are living 
George, 9 MD, Nov 1890, at school 
Eunice, 8 MD, Mar 1892, at school 
Christopher, 2 MD, Oct 1897 
 
1910 McKeesport, Allegheny PA – 808 Abraham St. 
Margaret Brockey, 38 MD, parents b. MD, widow, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
George, 19 MD, laborer, tube works 
Christopher, 13 MD, parents b. MD 
Luretta, 9 PA, parents b. MD 
John, 7 PA, parents b. MD 
 
1920 is this him?: Barberton, Summit OH 
Christopher [Christpher] Brockey, 21 PA, father b. PA, mother b. MD, labor, potery 
[sic/pottery] 
A lodger with the William Wehling family 
 
1930 Southampton, Bedford PA – rented 
Christopher Brockey, 31 MD, parents b. MD, age 28 at 1st marriage, farmer, general 
farming, WWI veteran 
Lula I., 26 WV, parents b. WV, age 24 at 1st marriage 
Phyllis L., 1 PA 
& boarder Josephine Mitchell, 23 PA, public school teacher 
 
1940 Southampton, Bedford PA – same house in 1935 
Christopher Brockey, 41 MD, farming & bus operator, hauling children – self-employed 
Lula, 36 WV 
Phyllis, 11 PA 
Christopher Jr., 10 PA 
Lois, 1 (3?) PA 
 
1950 Southampton, Bedford PA 
Crist [sic] Brockey, 51 PA, bus driver, school bus 
Lula, 46 PA 
Phyllis, 21 PA 
Christopher Jr., 20 PA, farm helper, farm 
Lois, 13 PA 
& hired hand Herman McFarland, 35 PA, never married, farm hand, farm 
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The next census entry are Christopher’s unmarried siblings, residing in the same 
household: 
George Brockey, 59 PA, never married, no occupation listed 
Loretta, 48 PA, never married, no occupation listed [sister] 
Eunice Knoll, 58 PA, widowed, no occupation listed [sister] 
 
 


