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TUSCANIA 

 

Balvin, Emil Fred 
1893 IA – 1962 SD 

 

 
As Emanuel Ferdinand Balvin - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP8H-78C9 

 

 
Emil Fred Balvin - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/86945167/person/44558575057/media/ad9ffd5d-8dd0-401c-
9c67-fabc0a9289fb?_phsrc=cPx3808&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QP8H-78C9
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/86945167/person/44558575057/media/ad9ffd5d-8dd0-401c-9c67-fabc0a9289fb?_phsrc=cPx3808&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/86945167/person/44558575057/media/ad9ffd5d-8dd0-401c-9c67-fabc0a9289fb?_phsrc=cPx3808&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/86945167/person/44558575057/media/ad9ffd5d-8dd0-401c-9c67-fabc0a9289fb?_phsrc=cPx3808&_phstart=successSource
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Baptized 19 Nov 1893 as Emanuel Ferdinand Balvin – born 15 Aug 1893 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/86945167/person/44558575057/media/1f8561d6-8193-4977-

b75e-d979adff4539?_phsrc=cPx3809&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-HS6P-

L?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8H-
78C9&action=view 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-HS6P-L?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8H-78C9&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-HS6P-L?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8H-78C9&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-HS6P-L?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8H-78C9&action=view
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SD death record of Emil Balvin -0 https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/86945167/person/44558575057/media/341665f4-4c00-40d4-
9a34-16ff53fb4416?_phsrc=cPx3810&_phstart=successSource 

 
Life: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/86945167/person/44558575057/media/341665f4-4c00-40d4-9a34-16ff53fb4416?_phsrc=cPx3810&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/86945167/person/44558575057/media/341665f4-4c00-40d4-9a34-16ff53fb4416?_phsrc=cPx3810&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/86945167/person/44558575057/media/341665f4-4c00-40d4-9a34-16ff53fb4416?_phsrc=cPx3810&_phstart=successSource
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Emil & his older brother Joseph – “Tabor (SD) Independent” Thursday 26 Jul 1917 p 4 

 

 
“Scotland (SD) Citizen-Republican” Thursday 13 Dec 1917 p 8 
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Translated from the Czech using Google translator: 

Emil Balvin, who is still in aviation with the army, sent a cablegram to his mother that he 
was on the Tuscania, which was sunk by a German submarine off the coast of Ireland. He 

was saved. None here knew that he was on the ship until after the possession of the 
cablegrams. There will be more messages like this. 
“Tabor (SD) Independent” Thursday 21 Feb 1918 p 5 

 

 
“Scotland (SD) Citizen-Republican” Thursday 6 May 1920 p 5 
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Purchases farm equipment from his brother-in-law, Albert S. Woerderhoff – “Scotland (SD) 

Citizen-Republican” Thursday 30 Dec 1920 p 1 
 

 
“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Friday 8 Nov 1940 p 5 

 

 
“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Sunday 5 Nov 1944 p 17 
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“Mitchell (SD) Daily Republic” Tuesday 15 Jul 1958 p 12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wife: 
 

 

 
Marriage to Julia Fay Payne on 22 Sep 1920 in Charles Mix Co. SD -  

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8561/images/SDVR_M_7-
4709?pId=432449 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8561/images/SDVR_M_7-4709?pId=432449
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8561/images/SDVR_M_7-4709?pId=432449
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2694247:3693?tid=26388494&pid=162100248347&queryId=58be2d34faebf
880b179a24296ed075d&_phsrc=cPx3828&_phstart=successSource 

 
Children: 

 

  
Daughter Dorothy Delores Balvin Ferwerda (1925-2006) – Find A Grave 143841853 
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Son Donald Dean Balvin (1925-1995) – left: “Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Friday 8 Nov 

1940 p 5 and right: Tuesday 27 Feb 1945 p 10 
 
 

Father: 
 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3348754:8823?tid=26388494&pid=162100248427&queryId=60a9ba1957f357168efa28a593847528&_phsrc=cPx3817&_phstart=successSource
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content/view/3348754:8823?tid=26388494&pid=162100248427&queryId=60a9ba1957f35
7168efa28a593847528&_phsrc=cPx3817&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/103453:8659 

 
Mother: 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3348754:8823?tid=26388494&pid=162100248427&queryId=60a9ba1957f357168efa28a593847528&_phsrc=cPx3817&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3348754:8823?tid=26388494&pid=162100248427&queryId=60a9ba1957f357168efa28a593847528&_phsrc=cPx3817&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/103453:8659
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Obituary of mother Anna Skala Balvin – “Sioux City (IA) Journal” Wednesday 3 Sep 1941 p 2 
 

Siblings: 
 

 
Brother Frank Bernard Balvin (1882-1961), wife Mary Beatrice Schneider Balvin – Find A 

Grave 104779786 
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Obituary of Frank Bernard Balvin – “Mitchell (SD) Daily Republic” Saturday 10 Jun 1961 p 1 
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Frank Balvin – IA birth record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/150207599:61441 
 

 
Obituary of brother Joseph Balvin (1891-1978) – “Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Thursday 7 

Dec 1978 p 53 
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Obituary of sister Rose Anne Balvin Woerderhoff (1895-1983) – “Cedar Rapids (IA) Gazette” 

Wednesday 18 May 1983 p 14 
 



15 
 

 
Obituary of sister Emaline A. Balvin Weisser (1897-1968) – “Sioux City (IA) Journal” 

Wednesday 4 Sep 1968 p 8 
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Obituary of brother Edward William Balvin (1899-1950) – “Sioux City (IA) Journal” Sunday 

26 Feb 1950 p 8 
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Obituary of sister Christine Balvin Gripp (1902-1964) – “Cedar Rapids (IA) Gazette” Friday 

30 Oct 1964 p 3 
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IA death record of Christine Balvin Gripp  - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1351964930:61442 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Emil Fred Balvin 
Name variations:  Emanuel Ferdinand Balvin (baptismal name) 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  249,948 
Entered service from:  Tyndall, Bon Homme SD 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Emil F. Balvin 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Anna Balvin, RFD 1, Tyndall SD 
Returned from war on: "Mexican" Feb 1919 
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Sailed on return ship as: Emil F. Balvin 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Annie Balvin, Tyndall SD (PFC, 158th Aero 
Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Emil F. Balvin - b. 15 Aug 1894 Woodberry [sic] IA; 
res: Tyndall, Bon Homme SD. Single. Agriculturist, for self, at Tyndall SD. Medium height, 
slender build. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Emil Fred Balvin - b. 15 Aug 1893 Woodbury Co. IA; 
res: Rte. 3, Springfield, Bon Homme SD. NOK wife Mrs. Faye Balvin, no address provided. 
Self-employed, at Rte. 3, Springfield SD. “Short 3rd finger on left hand.” Height: 5’9” – 140 
lbs. 
  
Veterans Administration Military Index: birth date of 15 Aug 1891 
Enlisted 1 Dec 1917 
Discharged 22 Mar 1919 
Address: Springfield SD 
Rank/unit: private 1st class, 158th Aero Squadron A S A 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  15 Aug 1893 Moville, Woodbury IA (WWI draft: 1894) (Veterans Administration 
Master Index 1891) – but baptismal record in Nov 1893 cites birth on 15 Aug 1893 
Died: 28 Jan 1962 Tyndall, Bon Homme, South Dakota 
Find A Grave record: 128310288 - presence on Tuscania noted in text & flower 
Burial location: Springfield, Bon Homme SD 
Cemetery: Springfield 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: Jan (John) Balvin, 15 Jun 1856 Chvalenice, Okres Plzen-mesto, Pizen, Bohemia 
(now the Czech Republic) – 10 Sep 1938 Bon Homme Co. SD. Son of Frantisek Balvin & 
Maria Silhankova. Buried in St. Leo Cemetery, Tyndall, Bon Homme SD. 
Find A Grave: 87555348 
 
Mother: Anna Skala Balvin, Mar 1861 (obit: 2 Oct 1861) Bohemia (now the Czech Republic) 
– 2 Sep 1941 Sioux City, Woodbury IA) while visiting her daughter Emaline. Daughter of 
Joseph Skala & Katherina Anna Paul. Obituary: “Sioux City (IA) Journal” 4 Sep 1941 p 9 – her 
funeral in Tyndall SD 4 Sep 1941. Mrs. Anna Balvin, age 79, d. 2 Sep 1941 at home of her 
daughter, Mrs. Emaline Weisser, 3917 Ridge Ave., Sioux City IA. “Sioux City Journal” 3 Sep 
1941 p 2 – age 79, of Tyndall SD, d. at home of daughter Mrs. Emaline Weisser. Born 2 Oct 
1861 Bohemia. Also survived by 2 other daughters: Mrs. Rose Woredeo & Mrs. Ira Gripp, 
both of Cedar Rapids IA. And survived by 4 sons: Amil [sic], Edward, Joseph & Frank, all of 
Tyndall. Buried in St. Leo Cemetery, Tyndall, Bon Homme SD. 
Find A Grave: 104775887 
Parents’ marriage: John & Anna married 6 Feb 1882 Oneida township, Tama IA 
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Spouse:  Julia Fay Payne Balvin, 15 Feb 1900 Ida Grove, Ida Co. IA – Jun 1977. Buried in 
Springfield Cemetery, Springfield, Bon Homme SD. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 128310334 
Marriage: 22 Sep 1920 in Charles Mix Co. SD. 
 
Children: 

• Twin boys Balvin, d. 11 Jul 1920. Buried in St. Leo Cemetery, Tyndall, Bon Homme 
SD. F: 180448687 

• Joyce Mae Balvin Halsey. 18 Feb 1923 Springfield, Bon Homme SD – 3 Jun 2004 
Tyndall, Bon Homme SD. Wife of Lloyd Carl Halsey (1918-199, F: 136218989). 
Married 8 Mar 1941 Hartington, Cedar NE, she 21, he 22. Buried in Springfield 
Cemetery, Springfield, Bon Homme SD. F: 136219212 

• Dorothy Delores Balvin Ferwerda, 20 Jun 1925 Yankton, Yankton SD – 25 Aug 2006 
Spencer, Clay IA. Twin of Donald Dean Balvin. Wife of Mr. Jean (“Gene”) Steven 
Ferwerda, 1926-2013, F: 106192874) whom she married 15 Aug 1948 in Springfield, 
Bon Homme SD.  A resident of Spencer IA when her brother Donald died May 1995. 
Buried in Springfield Cemetery, Springfield, Bon Homme SD. F: 143841853 

• Donald Dean Balvin, 20 Jun 1925 Yankton, Yankton SD – 29 May 1995 Aberdeen, 
Brown SD. Twin of Dorothy Delores Balvin. Served in US Navy (signalman, “Sioux 
Falls Argus-Leader” 29 Sep 1944 p 5). Married in Gettysburg, Potter SD on 26 Nov 
1948 to Phyllis Eileen Hinckley (1923-2016, F: 167792874). Buried in Riverside 
Memorial Park, Aberdeen, Brown SD. F: 107692958. 

 
Siblings: 

• Frank Bernard Balvin, 20 Nov 1882 Tama, Tama Co. IA – 8 Jun 1961 Bon Homme Co. 
SD. Married 31 Dec 1918 in Bon Homme Co. SD to Mary Emily Beatrice Schneider 
(1889-1980, F: 104779786). Obituary: “Mitchell (SD) Daily Republic” 10 Jun 1961 p 1 
– d. age 78, funeral 12 Jun, d. 8 Jun 1961 at Tyndall SD. Born 20 Nov 1882 Tama IA. 
Farmed south of Tyndall all his life. Survived by 2 brothers – Emil of Springfield & Joe 
of Tyndall – and 3 sisters: Mrs. Rose Worderhoff of Cedar Rapids IA, Christine Gripp 
of Cedar Rapids & Emaline Weisser of Sioux City IA. Buried in St. Leo Cemetery, 
Tyndall, Bon Homme SD. F: 104779764. 

• Joseph Balvin, 15 Jun 1891 Woodbury Co. IA – 6 Dec 1978 Tyndall, Bon Homme SD. 
Husband of Jane Cecilia Tierney (1894-1987, F; 104766740). Buried in St. Leo 
Cemetery, Tyndall, Bon Homme SD. F: 104766720 

• Rose Anne Balvin Woerderhoff (also listed as Worderhoff & Woredeo), 4 May 1895 
Moville, Woodbury IA (obituary: 15 Jun 1895) – 17 May 1983 Linn Co. IA. Wife of 
Albert S. Woerderhoff (1914-1953, F: 69873131). Buried in Mount Calvary Cemetery, 
Cedar Rapids, Linn IA. F: 69873251 

• Emaline A.  Balvin Weisser, 20 Mar 1897 IA (in 1900 census as Emma) -  2 Sep 1968 
Sioux City, Woodbury IA. Wife of Frederick C. Weisser (1901-1962, F: 206527479) 
whom she married 16 Sep 1924 in Sioux Falls, Minnehaha SD. Resident of Cedar 
Rapids IA. Buried in Calvary Cemetery, Sioux City, Woodbury IA. F: 206527480 



21 
 

• Edward William Balvin, 13 Mar 1899 Woodbury Co. IA – 21 Feb 1950 Bon Homme 
Co. SD. Buried in St. Leo Cemetery, Tyndall, Bon Homme SD. F: 10476838 

• Christine Agnes Balvin Gripp, 10 Feb 1902 Tyndall, Bon Homme SD - 30 Oct 1964 
Cedar Rapids, Linn IA. Buried in IA. Wife of Ira N. Gripp (1896-1962, F: 69873068). 
Buried in Mount Calvary Cemetery, Cedar Rapids, Linn IA. F: 69873272 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 504-38-2945 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Moville, Woodbury IA 
John Balvin, 45 US, Jun 1855, parents’ birthplaces unknown, married 18 years, emigrated 
1876, in US for 29 years, naturalized, farmer [he was not born in the US, but Bohemia – he 
would not have answered emigration questions if born in the US – but his answers are 
crossed off] 
Annie, 40 US, Mar 1860, parents’ birthplaces unknown, emigrated 1876, in US for 29 years, 
gave birth to 9 children, 6 are living [she was not born in the US, but Bohemia – she would 
not have answered emigration questions if born in the US] 
Frank, 17 IA, Nov. 1882 
Joseph, 8 IA, Jun 1891, at school 
Emil, 6 IA, Aug 1893, at school 
Rosa, 5 IA, Mar 1895 
Emma, 3 IA, Mar 1897 
Edwin, 1 IA, Mar 1899 
 
1910 Cleveland, Bon Homme SD 
John Balvin, 52 Bohemia, parents b. Bohemia, married 28 years, emigrated 1876, 
naturalized, farmer, general farm 
Anna, 49 Bohemia, parents b. Bohemia, no emigration data, gave birth to 11 children, 7 are 
living 
Frank, 26 IA, single, farm laborer, farm home 
Joseph, 18 IA, farm 
Amail [Emaal], 16 IA 
Rosa, 14 IA 
Ama/Anna, 13 IA 
Edward, 11 IA 
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Christine, 8 SD 
 
1920 Cleveland, Bon Homme SD 
Frank Balvin, 36 (?, hard to read) IA, parents b. Bohemia, farmer, farm 
Mary, 30 SD, father b. IA, mother b. MD [wife] 
Emil, 27 IA, parents b. Bohemia, single, farmer, labor [brother] 
Edward, 20 IA, parents b. Bohemia, single, farmer, labor [brother] 
 
 
1930 Albion, Bon Homme SD 
Emil Balvin, 36 IA, parents b. Czechoslovakia, age 26 at 1st marriage, farming, general farm, 
was a veteran 
Faye, 30 IA, age 20 at 1st marriage, father b. IA, mother b. MA 
Joyce, 7 SD 
Donald, 4 SD [twin] 
Dorothy, 4 SD [twin] 
 
1940 Albion, Bon Homme SD – same house in 1935 
Emil Balvin, 46 IA, farming, on farm 
Faye, 40 IA 
Joyce, 17 SD 
Donald, 14 SD 
Dorothy, 14 SD 
 
1950 Albion, Bon Homme SD 
Emil Balvin, 56 IA, farmer, farm 
Faye, 50 IA 
 
 


