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Life: 
 

 
“Wausau (WI) Pilot” Tuesday 23 Aug 1904 p 4 

 
 



 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 26 May 1906 p 1 

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 26 Feb 1907 p 1 

 



 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Friday 19 Jul 1907 p 5 

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 16 Sep 1907 p 8 

 
 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 14 Jan 1909 p 5 

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 14 Mar 1914 p 5 

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 11 Apr 1914 p 5 



 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 7 Jul 1914 p 8 

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 3 Feb 1915 p 4 

 

 
Mexican border conflict – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Friday 23 Jun 1916 p 8 

 
 
 
 



 

 



Excerpts - “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 26 Jun 1916 p 1 & p 8 
 
 

 



 
Excerpts – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 12 Aug 1916 p 1 

 



 
Excerpt – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 26 Jun 1916 p 8 

 

 

 
Service in the Mexican border war - “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Friday 3 Mar 1917 p 3 

 



 
“Neenah (WI) Daily Times” Tuesday 10 Apr 1917 p 1 

 
 
 



 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Wausau (WI) Pilot” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 5 

 



 
While caring for the wounded, Theodore was hit by a piece of high explosive shrapnel in the 

left shoulder on 30 Jul 1918 in the battle of Chateau-Thierry – spent 6 weeks recovering in 
the hospital – upon his release, caught a cold and spent 2 to 3 months in a convalescent 
hospital, now assigned to clerical duty in the central department office - “Appleton (WI) 

Post-Crescent” Wednesday 5 Feb 1919 p 5 
 



 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 7 Apr 1919 p 2 

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 26 Apr 1919 p 2 

 



 
“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Monday 12 May 1919 p 8 

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 30 Jun 1919 p 2 

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 10 Jul 1919 p 2 

 



 
“Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Friday 18 Jul 1919 p 3 

 

 
“Wausau (WI) Pilot” Tuesday 22 Jul 1919 p 4 

 
 
 
 

 



 
Eligible bachelor in Leap Year – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 6 Jan 1920 p 7 

 



 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 5 Feb 1920 p 8 

 



 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Wednesday 23 Feb 1921 p 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 30 Apr 1921 p 3 

 
 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 30 Apr 1921 p 3 

 



 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 9 Jun 1921 p 7 

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 4 May 1925 p 16 

 
 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 4 Feb 1928 p 17 

 



 
“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Thursday 29 Jan 1931 p 11 

 



 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 30 Apr 1932 p 17 

 

 
“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Tuesday 6 Feb 1934 p 2 



 

 
“Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Wednesday 26 Sep 1934 p 4 

 

 
Death of aunt - “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 13 Jul 1935 p 4 

 
 



 
“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Wednesday 5 Feb 1936 p 16 

 

 
“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Friday 31 Jan 1941 p 4 

 



 
“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Monday 19 May 1947 p 17 

 

 



“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Thursday 2 Feb 1967 p 6 
 

       
Father: 

 



  



 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 28 Nov 1912 p 8 
 



 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 26 Nov 1912 p 1 

 



 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Friday 22 Nov 1912 p 1 

 
 

Mother: 
 



 

 
Leona Suberville Dane Briggs – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 31 Dec 1928 p 17 

 



 
“Sheboygan (WI) Press” Wednesday 2 Jan 1929 p 13 

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 27 Jul 1901 p 1 

 
 
 
 



 
“Appleton (WI) Post” Thursday 15 Aug 1912 p 1 

 
Siblings: 

 

 
Brother Eugene Curtis Briggs (1863-1888) – “Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Thursday 17 Jul 

1884 p 3 
 



 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Monday 16 Apr 1888 p 4 
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“Appleton (WI) Crescent” Saturday 21 Apr 1888 p 3 



 

 
“Waukesha (WI) Freeman” Thursday 28 Jun 1894 p 5 

 

 
“Waukesha (WI) Freeman” Thursday 17 Sep 1908 p 5 

 
 



  
Sister Cornelia Spaulding Briggs Burch (1865-1952) – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 

Saturday 27 Feb 1892 p 1 
 



 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 15 Apr 1952 p 12 

 

 
“Elmira (NY) Advertiser” Wednesday 16 Apr 1952 p 6 

 



 
Sister Mary Elizabeth Briggs Brooks Horr (1869-1955) – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” 

Wednesday 2 Sep 1891 p 1 
 



 



 



 
“Appleton (WI) Crescent” Saturday 5 Sep 1891 p 5 

 



 



 



 
“Appleton (WI) Post” Thursday 10 Sep 1891 p 1 

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post” Thursday 5 Jan 1893 p 5 

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Crescent” Saturday 17 Feb 1894 p 4 

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post” Thursday 6 Dec 1894 p 5 

 



 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 25 Oct 1897 p 4 

 

 
Divorce – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 10 Mar 1900 p 3 

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 14 Mar 1901 p 3 

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post” Thursday 28 Mar 1901 p 5 

 

 



Married again? – “Appleton (WI) Post” Thursday 9 Oct 1903 p 1 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post” Thursday 29 Oct 1903 p 5 

 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 29 Feb 1904 p 4 

 



 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Monday 29 Feb 1904 p 4 

 



 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Thursday 29 Dec 1904 p 6 

 



 

 



“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Saturday 31 Dec 1904 p 3 
 

 

 
Sister Caroline Hamilton Briggs Mathie (1872-1958) – “Appleton (WI) Post” Thursday 28 Jul 

1892 p 1 
 



  



 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 30 Jul 1892 p 1 

 



 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 28 Dec 1901 p 1 

 



 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Saturday 8 Jul 1922 p 3 

 
 
 
 



 
“Appleton (WI) Post” Thursday 4 Aug 1892 p 1 

 



 



 



 
Obituary of Karl Mathie – “Appleton (WI) Post” Thursday 4 Aug 1892 p 1 

 



 
“Tampa Bay Times” (St. Petersburg FL) Friday 23 Nov 1958 p 29 

 



“Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Wednesday 27 May 1959 p 2 
 

 
“Wausau (WI) Daily Herald” Friday 29 May 1959 p 2 

 



  



  



  



  



  



  



 
 

Brother Jeremiah B. (“Jay”) Briggs (1873-1891).- “Appleton (WI) Post” Thursday 22 Jan 1891 
p 17 

 
 
 

 
Sister Ina Frances Briggs Neller (1881-1965) – “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Tuesday 18 

Dec 1900 p 3 
 
 
 

 
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 12 Feb 1903 p 3 



 

 
“Wausau (WI) Pilot” Tuesday 17 Feb 1903 p 2 

 

  
“Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” Thursday 19 Feb 1903 p 3 

 



 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Monday 27 Dec 1965 p 25 

 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 



Name:  Theodore Louis Briggs 
Name variations:  Find A Grave record: Theodore Lewis Briggs. His WWI draft card & 
Veterans Administration Master Index card spell his middle name as “Louis.” 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Sanitary #1 - private 
Serial number:  18,183 
Entered service from:  Appleton, Outagamie WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Theodore L. Briggs 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Leona S. Briggs, 496 South St., Appleton WI 
Returned from war on: "Julia Luckenbach" Jun 1919 
Sailed on return ship as:  Theodore L. Briggs 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Leona S. Briggs, 496 South St., Appleton WI 
(cpl, Med. Det. Sub. Post A.E.F.U.) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Theodore Louis Briggs b.2 Jul 1888 Appleton WI; 
res: 787 Drew, Appleton, Outagamie WI. Single. Unemployed. Military experience: private 
1st class, Hosp. Corps, 6 years in WI National Guard, member WI National Guard. Medium 
height & build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  2001 G St., Bakersfield CA 

World War II draft registration (1942): as Theo L. Briggs - b. 2 Jul 1888 Appleton WI; res: 421 
St Clair Ave., Sheboygan WI. No next-of-kin contact listed. Employed by W.H. Wingrove, 
Wingrove Oil Co., Sheboygan WI. Card signed Theo L. Briggs. Height: 5’9 ½ - 164 lbs. 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged 9 Jul 1919 
Address: 480 Wash [sic] St., Appleton WI 
Rank/unit: corporal, San Sq 7 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  2 Jul 1888 Appleton, Outagamie WI  
Died:  13 Oct 1978 Plymouth, Sheboygan WI (Rocky Knoll Health Care Facility, where he 
had lived for past several years)  
Find A Grave record: 90855448, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Sheboygan, Sheboygan WI   
Cemetery: Wildwood 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Cpl US Army WWI  
 
Father: Theodore Wood (Woods) Briggs, 20 Dec 1840 or 1842 [Find A Grave] Lisbon (or 
Ogdensburg), St. Lawrence NY –  25 Nov 1912 Appleton, Outagamie WI.  
Son of Robert Cornell Briggs & Mary Cutler Banister.  
Was the state agent for Home Insurance Co., at 779 Lawrence St., Appleton WI.  
Obituary: “Appleton Post-Crescent” 28 Nov 1912 p 8 – photo – pioneer resident of 
Appleton, well-known in insurance circles in this part of WI, d. at St. Elizabeth Hospital 25 
Nov 1912 after being ill a few days. B. St. Lawrence Co. NY 20 Dec 1840. He would have 
turned 72 in 3 weeks. Oldest of 6 children. Father also b. NY. Family moved to Appleton in 



1853 when Theodore was 13 & has lived here since. His father, a farmer in the east, took up 
masonry & contracting in Appleton, but died 2 years after moving here. Theodore received 
a common school education. At age 16, became clerk in Phinney Bros. store. In 1865 
moved to Pettibone store to be agent in Appleton for American Express. Also conducted a 
general store, which he discontinued in 1870. In 1874 turned his entire attention to fire 
insurance. With A.H. Conkey opened Conkey & Briggs Co. Four years later, took a traveling 
position with Fire Association of Philadelphia, its WI & MN agent. In 1887 was compact 
manager for all leading insurance companies in the vicinity, which post he resigned in 
1891. Became special agency for WI & MN of the Home Insurance Co. of NY, establishing a 
headquarters in Appleton. In 1893 became state agent & adjuster. Married Leona S. Dane, 
born in Nova Scotia, Canada, in 1862. Survived by his wife Leona, 4 daughters – Mrs. John 
Burch (Ashland WI), Mrs. Mary Horr (Appleton WI), Mrs. Karl Mathie (Wausau WI), Mrs. John 
H. Neller (Appleton) & 1 son (not named, but Theodore) & brother Louis Briggs. Served as 
Appleton city treasurer for 2 years & assessor for 1 term. Belonged to Masons & Knights 
Templar, being 1 of the 1st in Appleton to join the Knights. “Appleton Post-Crescent” 22 Nov 
1912 p 1 – Theodore W. Briggs operated on for cancer at St. Elizabeth Hospital. “Appleton 
Post-Crescent” 5 Dec 1912 p 2 – it appears the late Theodore was Appleton’s oldest 
business man as respects length of continuous business experience, which was about 50 
years 
Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Appleton, Outagamie WI. 
Find A Grave: 130419203 
 
Mother: Leona Suberville Dane Briggs, 20 Aug 1843 Nova Scotia, Canada – 31 Dec 1928 
Appleton, Outagamie WI.  
Maiden name: Dane. Daughter of Thomas Gilbert Dane & Elizabeth Frances Locke. She 
came to Appleton WI in 1860. 
Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Appleton, Outagamie WI. 
Find A Grave: 130419119 
Parents’ marriage: 10 [or 19?] Aug 1862 Appleton, Outagamie WI. “Appleton Post-
Crescent” 15 Aug 1912 p 1 – on 12 Aug 1912, Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Briggs, “pioneer and 
highly respected residents of this city,” observed their 50th wedding anniversary.  
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave: 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: 

• Curtis Eugene Briggs / Eugene Curtis Briggs, 25 Feb 1863 Appleton, Outagamie WI – 
12 Apr 1888 Pueblo CO. - Married 16 Jul 1884 at the Presbyterian parsonage in 
Green Bay, Brown Co. WI to Carolyn (Carrie) Bolles Heath (5 Sep 1862 Pewaukee, 
Waukesha WI – 13 Jun 1948 Ray, Pinal AZ, F: 171472714).  “Appleton Post-
Crescent” 19 Jun 1888 p 1 – to liven up the meeting of the girls’ Lawrence Street 
Club, 3 girls dressed up like men & rang the doorbell after the others had 



assembled. No one guessed they were girls, at the start, “another might have been 
easily mistaken for Eugene Briggs, now in Colorado.” - “Oshkosh (WI) 
Northwestern” 16 Apr 1888 p 4 – Former Oshkosh resident Eugene Briggs d. 12 Apr 
1888 in Pueblo CO. His body should arrive in Appleton tonight. A letter received by 
his father in Appleton says he died of typhoid fever, along with other troubles. 
Eugene was b. in Appleton 22 Feb [1863] & was 25 years old at his last birthday. He 
spent most of his life in Appleton, but during the past few years lived in Oshkosh & 
other WI cities, working as a printer. He was a compositor for this paper (“Oshkosh 
Northwestern”) & was genial & companionable. Four years ago next July [i.e. 1884] 
he married Miss Carrie Heath of Appleton, formerly of Pewaukee WI; the couple had 
3 children, now fatherless. Finding his lungs to be diseased [tuberculosis?], he 
moved to Colorado last fall to counteract the danger. Funeral: “Appleton Post-
Crescent” 19 Apr 1888 p 5 – the body of Eugene C. Briggs arrived in Appleton on 18 
Apr 1888 on the evening train, accompanied by his father, wife & children. The 
funeral was held 19 Apr 1888 at 2 p.m. in the home of his father, Theodore Briggs. – 
Eugene’s daughter Lucille Briggs (1885-1914) died of tuberculosis, F: 171472845. - 
Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Appleton, Outagamie WI. F: 216980944 

• Cornelia Spaulding Briggs Burch, 9 Jun 1865 Appleton, Outagamie WI – 14 Apr 1952 
Elmira, Chemung NY. - Married John Henry Burch (1866-1937, F: 229795043) on 24 
Feb 1892 in Appleton, Outagamie WI. Obituary: “Elmira (NY) Advertiser” 16 Apr 1952 
p 6 – The funeral of Mrs. Cornelia Spaulding Burch, 825 W. Water St., Elmira, was 
held here today. The body is being sent to Ashland WI for further services & burial. 
“Appleton Post-Crescent: 15 Apr 1952 p 12 – Mrs. Cornelia Briggs Burch, age 86, 
formerly of Appleton, d. 14 Apr 1952 at the home of her son, Dr. Hobert A. Burch, 
Elmira NY. She had lived with him for several years. Survived by 2 sons & brother 
Theodore L. Briggs of Sheboygan WI & 3 sisters: Mrs. May Brooks (Sheboygan), Mrs. 
Karl Mathie (Wausau WI) & Mrs. John Neller (Appleton WI). A funeral was held in 
Elmira NY & a funeral in Ashland WI on 18 Apr, with burial in Ashland. Buried in 
Mount Hope Cemetery, Ashland, Ashland WI.  F: 202005587 

• Doubtful – although some genealogies indicate this brother: Jay Fred Briggs / Fred J. 
Briggs, 31 Dec 1866 Appleton, Outagamie WI – 14 Jul 1873 Appleton, Outagamie WI. 
He is not mentioned in the obituaries of Theodore W. and Theodore L.’s obituaries. 

• Mary Elizabeth (Mae) Briggs Brooks Horr, 16 Feb 1869 Outagamie Co. WI (or 16 Feb 
1867?) – 19 Nov 1955 Sheboygan, Sheboygan WI. - Married to Frank John Brooks 
(1869-1933, F: 130668804) on 1 Sep 1891 Appleton, Outagamie WI. They had 4 
children. Divorced 10 Mar 1900 in Appleton, Outagamie WI. - Married to Austin C. 
Horr (1882-1904, F: 130669230) on 18 Mar 1901 in Appleton, Outagamie Co. WI.  
Then, it appears they married again, reportedly on 4 Oct 1903 in Appleton, 
Outagamie WI but might have been later that month. Austin was injured when a 
sulfur pipe broke in a Menasha WI mill. Apparently recovering, he died a week later. 
She sued the company & won a sizeable judgment. Their 3rd child was born 4 
months after his death. Buried with the surname Brooks in Riverside Cemetery, 
Appleton, Outagamie WI. F: 130620574 



• Caroline Hamilton (Carrie) Briggs Mathie, 4 Apr 1872 (9 Jun?) Appleton, Outagamie 
WI – 22 Nov 1958 St. Petersburg, Pinellas FL. - Married on 27 Jul 1892 in Appleton, 
Outagamie WI to Karl Mathie (1866-1938, F: 86505889), a prominent Wausau WI 
figure.  His lengthy obituary appears with his photo in the “Wausau Daily Herald” 9 
Dec 1938 p 1. He died on vacation in Los Angeles CA.  - “Tampa Bay Times” (St. 
Petersburg FL) 23 Nov 1958 p 29 – Mrs. Caroline B. Mathie, resident of the Concord 
Hotel in St. Petersburg, d. 22 Nov 1958 in a St. Petersburg hospital. She lived in St. 
Petersburg for 3 years; was previously a seasonal resident. Survived by 2 daughters, 
brother Theodore Briggs (Plymouth WI) & sister Mrs. John Neller (Appleton WI). 
“Wausau Daily Herald” 27 May 1959 p 2 – Funeral held at the Pine Grove Cemetery 
graveside of Caroline Mathie, a former Wausau resident who died last winter in FL.  
“Wausau Daily Herald” 29 May 1959 p 2 – widow of Karl Mathie, d. 22 Nov 1958 in 
Fort Lauderdale FL [actually St. Petersburg], resided in FL since she left Wausau. 
Survived by 2 daughters, brother Theodore Briggs (Plymouth WI) & sister Mrs. John 
Nell (Appleton).  – Buried in Pine Grove Cemetery, Wausau, Marathon WI. F: 
231705655 

• Jeremiah B. (“Jay”) Briggs, 1873 Outagamie Co. WI – 17 Jan 1891 Appleton, 
Outagamie WI. Was sledding with 10 others when his sled, which also carried 2 
girls, hit a bridge rail & 9 of the riders fell in the river. He died at age 17. Find A Grave 
newspaper clipping said he was the only son of Theodore Briggs, manager of the 
local Underwriters Union [but Theodore Louis was already born].  Numerous 
newspaper articles about the accident, including “Appleton Post” 22 Jan 1891 p 17. 
Jay was lying on his stomach at the front of the bobsled, as steerer, on the Lawe 
Street hill. At the bottom of the hill, a sled had to turn to avoid the bridge railing, but 
the sled came out of the ruts due to the momentum – also speculation that the tow 
rope had gotten fouled in the runners – and although the riders tried to throw their 
weights to the side to avoid an accident, the bobsled hit the wooden bridge railing & 
the riders were thrown down into the river. At the inquest, it was decided that Jay 
had died instantly of a skull fracture. It was thought he had tried to turn his head 
when he saw the railing, as he had a “terrible cut” from temple to chin on the right 
side of his face. He was ruled to have died of drowning, unless he was already dead 
from the impact with his head. His body was found at 10 a.m. the following day at 
the 4th north pier of the railroad bridge, when the river was dragged. One of the dead, 
Emma Adsit, also hit her head, was bruised but also had water in her lungs. The 
other girl, May Carey, was swept away; her body was recovered 6 days later. He was 
the 3rd son of Theodore W. Briggs to die. Buried in Riverside Cemetery, Appleton, 
Outagamie WI. F: 168797965   

• Ina Frances Briggs Neller, 6 [or 7] Mar 1881 Appleton, Outagamie WI – 27 Dec 1965 
Neenah, Winnebago WI (also found as Appleton, Outagamie WI). Married John 
Henry Lewis Neller (1880-1956, F: 22943924) on 18 Feb 1903 in Appleton, 
Outagamie WI. Marriage: “Appleton Post-Crescent” 16 Feb 1918 p 6 – 20 years ago: 
Miss Ina Briggs & John Neller were married at the home of Mr. & Mrs. Theodore 
Briggs (her parents) on 18 Feb 1903, with about 100 guests in attendance. Buried in 
Riverside Cemetery, Appleton, Outagamie WI. F: 22943930 



 
Notes: Through his mother, Leona Suberville Dane Briggs, Theodore was a descendant of a 
passenger on the “Mayflower” which arrived in Plymouth MA in 1620. 
 
Wartime: 
 
Recipient of the Purple Heart. Wounded at Chateau-Thierry on 30 Jul 1918. Spent 6 weeks 
in the hospital. Upon his releaese, contracted a cold and was in a convalescent hospital 
for 2 to 3 months. 
 
  “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 8 Feb 1918 p 1 – 1st Sanitary Squad, 32nd Division, was on 
the Tuscania, including Theodore L. Briggs of Appleton. 
 
"Chicago Tribune" 10 Feb 1918 p 2 – photo 
 
"Appleton [WI] Post-Crescent" 11 Feb 1918 p 1  
 
"Appleton Post-Crescent" 5 Feb 1919 p 5 – 1st anniversary of the Tuscania sinking. There 
were 9 local men aboard. Only 2 were wounded during the next 9 months of war. One of 
them was Irvin Meidam of the 107th Supply Train, wounded Aug 1919, recovered, now 
stationed in Germany. The other was Theodore Briggs, of Sanitary Square 7, who was 
struck by a piece of high explosive shrapnel in his left shoulder 30 Jul 1918 in battle near 
Chateau-Thierry while caring for the wounded. Spent 6 weeks in the hospital; upon release, 
caught cold & relapsed, then spent 2-3 months in a convalescent hospital. At present 
doing clerical work in central department office  
 
“Appleton Post-Crescent” 26 Apr 1919 p 2 – the 7th Sanitary Squad has been associated to 
the 32nd Division & will return home with them. They include the Appleton hospital corps 
boys, including Theodore Briggs. 
 
“Appleton Post-Crescent” 10 Jul 1919 p 2 – Theodore Briggs, a Tuscania passenger who left 
town in the hospital corps & was later transferred to a sanitary squad, arrived home this 
morning, having been discharged 
 
Post-war: 
 
 
“Sheboygan Press” 5 Feb 1936 p 16 – city used to have 3 Tuscania survivors, Fred A. 
Duxbury, Martin D. Bongers & Theodore L. Briggs. Briggs has left the city; when he lived in 
Sheboygan, it was at 902 Superior Ave. The men were with the 2nd Sanitary Squad of the 
32nd Division. 
 



“Sheboygan (WI) Press” 5 Feb 1936 p 18 –Tuscania survivor Theodore L. Briggs, who has 
lived in Sheboygan since the war, recently moved to CA. [His move to CA was noted by Feb 
1934] 
 
“Sheboygan Press” 31 Jan 1941 p 4 – resident of Sheboygan, will likely attend NTSA annual 
reunion in Detroit MI. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Copied above: "Sheboygan [WI] Press" 13 Oct 1978 p 12 - "Tuscania Survivor Dies" - age 
90, last Sheboygan survivor of Tuscania, son of Theodore W. & Leona Suberville Dane 
Briggs, came to Sheboygan in 1922 where he worked for Wadhams Oil Co., Am. Legion, 3 
assns. Of 32nd Div. , told story of pushed off rope, "rough, cold & dark," floated for 20 min. 
before picked up by lifeboat, wore wet frozen clothes for days so no one else would take, 
fought in France, Purple Heart, discharged 1919, said Dr. Wilhelm "Saarbrucken" spoke at 
an NTSA reunion, survived by nieces, preceded in death by 4 sisters & 2 brother 
 
Social Security Number: 391-03-6244 
 
Censuses: 
 
1870 Appleton, Outagamie WI 
Theo. W. Briggs, 30 NY, insurance agent 
Leona, 26 Nova Scotia, keeping house 
 
1880 Appleton, Outagamie IW – 253 Fisk St. 
Theo. W. Briggs, 39 NY, parents b. NY, fire insurance agent 
Leona, 36 Nova Scotia, parents b. Nova Scotia, keeping house 
Eugene, 17 WI, printer 
Cornelia, 15 WI, at school 
Mary, 11 WI, at school 
Carrie, 8 WI, at school 
Jeremiah, 5 WI 
 
1900 Appleton, Outagamie WI – 779 Kimball St. 
Theodore Briggs, 59 NY, Dec 1840, parents b. NY, married 38 years, insurance man 
Leona, 56 Nova Scotia, Canada, Aug 1843, parents b. Nova Scotia, emigrated 1860, in US 
for 40 years, gave birth to 8 children, 5 are living 
Ina F., 19 WI, Mar 1881 
Theodore, 11 WI, Jul 1888, at school 
 
1905 WI state census – Appleton, Outagamie WI 
Theodore W. Briggs, 69 NY, parents b. NY, insurance agent 
Leona, 61 Canada, parents b. Canada 



Theodore L., 17 WI, student 
& 3 boarders named Bounds: 
Hulda, 54 WI 
Florence, 22 WI, student 
Hattie, 20 WI 
 
1910 Appleton, Outagamie WI – 778 Franklin St. 
Theodore Briggs, 69 NY, parents b. NY, in 1st marriage, insurance agent 
Leona, 66 Nova Scotia, Canada, parents b. Nova Scotia, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 8 
children, 5 are living 
Theodore Briggs, Jr., 21 WI, clerk, dry goods store 
 
1920 Appleton, Outagamie WI – Franklin St. 
Theodore Briggs, 30 WI, single, father b. NY, mother b. Nova Scotia, Canada, asst. city 
treasurer, city hall, 
Lodging with Louis Van Buren, his wife, 2 daughters, another male lodger & a servant 
 
1930 Sheboygan, Sheboygan CA – 909 New York Ave. - line 42 
Thedore [sic] Briggs, 42 WI, bookkeeper, oil warehouse, single, WWI veteran 
Lodging with Elfrida Bedford, 2 women lodgers & another male lodger 
 
1940 Sheboygan, Sheboygan WI – 621 St. Clair Ave. – line 6 
Theodore Briggs, 51 WI, father b. NY, mother b. Canada (English), single, office clerk, retail 
& wholesale oil company, lived in same place in 1935 
Listed as uncle, lodging with: 
R.F. Berger (24 WI) & wife Helen Berger (23 WI) & their daughter Joann 
 
1950 Sheboygan, Sheboygan WI – 1510 – 5th 
Theodore Briggs, 62 WI, never married, manager, retail liquor store, lodger with: 
John & Helen D. Youmans  
 
 


