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TUSCANIA 

  

Brewster, Lawrence Earle 
1888 PA – 1950 PA 

 
Lawrence Earle Brewster is seated on the right, his father William seated on the left, his 

mother Alice Smith Brewster standing behind his son Lawrence Earle Brewster Jr. - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/184960367/person/372421037348/media/52f693cc-f757-
41b0-81a7-656629a73ff7?queryId=5705232e-7d69-487b-be20-

8e54902546df&_phsrc=cPx20939&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/184960367/person/372421037348/media/52f693cc-f757-41b0-81a7-656629a73ff7?queryId=5705232e-7d69-487b-be20-8e54902546df&_phsrc=cPx20939&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/184960367/person/372421037348/media/52f693cc-f757-41b0-81a7-656629a73ff7?queryId=5705232e-7d69-487b-be20-8e54902546df&_phsrc=cPx20939&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/184960367/person/372421037348/media/52f693cc-f757-41b0-81a7-656629a73ff7?queryId=5705232e-7d69-487b-be20-8e54902546df&_phsrc=cPx20939&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/184960367/person/372421037348/media/52f693cc-f757-41b0-81a7-656629a73ff7?queryId=5705232e-7d69-487b-be20-8e54902546df&_phsrc=cPx20939&_phstart=successSource
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Note name is spelled Lawrence EARL Brewster – “Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Monday 8 

Feb 1918 p 9 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-N9FC-

M?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPC7-
LV51&action=view 

 

  
“Jeffersonian-Democrat” (Brookville PA) Thursday 18 May 1950 p 1 
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Left: “Brookville (PA) American” Thursday 18 May 1950 p 1 – and right: “Punxsutawney (PA) 
Spirit” Tuesday 16 May 1950 p 3 
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PA service card - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1960963%3A60884 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1967/images/31501_B018112-
00791?pId=271704 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1960963%3A60884
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1967/images/31501_B018112-00791?pId=271704
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1967/images/31501_B018112-00791?pId=271704
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1960965:60884?tid=&pid=&queryid=07f1aaf7-3555-4fb8-9486-
c45838756ded&_phsrc=cPx20971&_phstart=successSource 
 
         
 

Life: 
 

 
“Clarion (PA) Democrat” Thursday 24 Jun 1909 p 8 

 
 

 
“Reynoldsville (PA) Star” Wednesday 20 Apr 1910 p 6 

 

 
“Reynoldsville (PA) Star” Wednesday 31 Aug 1910 p 8 
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“Clarion (PA) Democrat” Thursday 7 Sep 1911 p 2 

 
 
 

 
“Sykesville (PA) Post-Dispatch” Friday 29 Sep 1911 p 8 

 

 
Leeper PA news: “Franklin (PA) News-Herald” Friday 29 Mar 1912 p 7 

 

 
Reynoldsville PA news: a “racket store” was a variety store – “Punxsutawney (PA) Spirit” 

Friday 21 Feb 1913 p 6 
 

 
“Jeffersonian-Democrat” (Brookville PA) Thursday 10 Jul 1913 p 8 
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“Franklin (PA) News-Herald” Friday 24 Oct 1913 p 11 

 

 
“Clarion (PA) Democrat” Thursday 6 Nov 1913 p 7 

 

 
“Brookville (PA) Republican” Thursday 30 Apr 1914 p 5 
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“Sykesville (PA) Post-Dispatch” Friday 8 May 1914 p 1 

 

 
“Clarion (PA) Democrat” Thursday 1 Oct 1914 p 5 

 

 
“Punxsutawney (PA) Spirit” Tuesday 19 Jan 1915 p 5 
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“Punxsutawney (PA) Spirit” Friday 28 May 1915 p 5 

 

 
Note name is spelled Lawrence EARL Brewster – “Jeffersonian-Democrat” (Brookville PA) 

Thursday 3 Feb 1916 p 3 
 

 
“Pittsburgh (PA) Press” Tuesday 14 Dec 1915 p 16 
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“Brookville (PA) Republican” Thursday 21 Jun 1917 p 1 
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Note name is spelled LAURENCE  EARL – “Brookville (PA) Republican” Thursday 26 Jul 

1917 p 1 
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“Brookville (PA) Republican” Thursday 2 Aug 1917 p 1 

 

 
Note name is spelled Lawrence EARL Brewster – “Brookville (PA) Republican” Thursday 6 

Sep 1917 p 1 
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List continues – “Jeffersonian-Democrat” (Brookville PA) Thursday 15 Nov 1917 p 8 

 

 
“Harrisburg (PA) Telegraph” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 4 

 

 
“New Castle (PA) Herald” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 9 
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“Jeffersonian-Democrat” (Brookville PA) Thursday Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 8 

 

 
“Kane (PA) Republican” Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 5 

 

 
“Brookville (PA) Republican” Thursday 21 Feb 1918 p 5 

 
 

 
“Jeffersonian-Democrat” (Brookville PA) Thursday 28 Feb 1918 p 8 
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Survivor Lawrence Brewster wrote home: “All my friends and chums are gone. Poor Clea 
Bargerstock, of Marienville, had his life crushed out on the rocky shoes of Scotland; was 
dashed to death by the waves on the shore.” – “Brookville (PA) Republican” Thursday 21 

Mar 1918 p 1 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/994473722/ 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/994473722/
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Note name is signed Lawrence EARL Brewster - “Titusville (PA) Herald” Thursday 21 Mar 

1918 p 3 
 

 
“Brookville (PA) American” Thursday 24 Apr 1919 p 1 
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“Jeffersonian-Democrat” (Brookville PA) Thursday 19 Jun 1919 p 5 

 

 
Lawrence & Sara (Lynch) Brewster – “Brookville (PA) Republican” Thursday 28 Aug 1924 p 7 
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“Brookville (PA) American” Thursday 28 Jul 1938 p 4 
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“Jeffersonian-Democrat” (Brookeville PA) Thursday 14 Sep 1939 p 1 & p 2 
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“Jeffersonian-Democrat” (Brookville PA) Thursday 6 Dec 1945 p 7 

 

 
“Jeffersonian-Democrat” Thursday 1 Jul 1948 p 6 
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“Jeffersonian-Democrat” (Brookville PA) Thursday 25 May 1950 p 15 

 
Wife Jessie S. Stahlman 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/161906375/person/172172006526/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/161906375/person/172172006526/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/161906375/person/172172006526/facts
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“Jeffersonian-Democrat” (Brookville PA) Thursday 31 Mar 1910 p 8 (same story in 

“Brookville [PA] Republican” Thursday 31 Mar 1910 p 1 
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“Brookville (PA) Republican” Thursday 31 Mar 1910 p 8 

 

 
“Punxsutawney (PA) Spirit” Saturday 13 Jul 1912 p 5 

 

 
“Punxsutawney (PA) Spirit” Monday 16 Sep 1912 p 6 
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“Brookville (PA) Republican” Thursday 7 Aug 1913 p 5 

 

 
“Brookville (PA) American” Thursday 25 Sep 1919 p 5 
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Obituary of Jessie’s mother – “Jeffersonian-Democrat” (Brookville PA) Thursday 17 Aug 

1944 p 2 
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Wife Sara Ellen Lynch: 
 

 
Married 2 Oct 1919, one week after divorce – “Clarion (PA) Democrat” Thursday 9 Oct 1919 

p 5 
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PA death record - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421406272_07
23-02960?pId=453940109 

 
 

 
“Brookville (PA) American” Thursday 13 Feb 1941 p 7 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421406272_0723-02960?pId=453940109
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/5164/images/42342_2421406272_0723-02960?pId=453940109
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Mrs. L.E. Brewster, not O.E. – “Brookville (PA) American” Thursday 27 Feb 1941 p 12 
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“Brooklyn (PA) American” Thursday 6 Mar 1941 p 12 
 

Wife Verna May Graham Porter 
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“Clarion (PA) Democrat” Thursday 14 Jun 1945 p 2 

 
 

 
“Brookville (PA) American” Thursday 6 May 1948 p 9 
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13 Nov 1944 marriage license application of Verna Graham Porter’s son Kenneth M. Porter 
- https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1203073741%3A61381 
 

 
Death of Verna May Graham’s 1st husband - “Kane (PA) Republican” Tuesday 30 Aug 1927 p 
5 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1203073741%3A61381
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“Warren (PA) Tribune” Wednesday 31 Aug 1927 p 3 

 
 

 
Hospitalization - “Jeffersonian-Democrat” (Brookville PA) Thursday 5 Sep 1946 p 10 
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“Pittsburgh (PA) Post-Gazette” Friday 13 Feb 1976 p 16 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/90061944/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/90061944/
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PA death certificate of Verna May Graham Porter Brewster’s father John Smiley Graham - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3677172%3A5164 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3677172%3A5164
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Verna’s mother – PA death record of Sara Jane McCall Porter -
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3345435%3A5164 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3345435%3A5164
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/6767801:3693?tid=&pid=&queryid=e1efdcb7-cbb3-4970-a3cc-
f0053c7f6e51&_phsrc=cPx20997&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/8039181:2238?tid=&pid=&queryid=9d520b84-8428-481d-b8fd-
013b6607b807&_phsrc=cPx21006&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6767801:3693?tid=&pid=&queryid=e1efdcb7-cbb3-4970-a3cc-f0053c7f6e51&_phsrc=cPx20997&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6767801:3693?tid=&pid=&queryid=e1efdcb7-cbb3-4970-a3cc-f0053c7f6e51&_phsrc=cPx20997&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6767801:3693?tid=&pid=&queryid=e1efdcb7-cbb3-4970-a3cc-f0053c7f6e51&_phsrc=cPx20997&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8039181:2238?tid=&pid=&queryid=9d520b84-8428-481d-b8fd-013b6607b807&_phsrc=cPx21006&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8039181:2238?tid=&pid=&queryid=9d520b84-8428-481d-b8fd-013b6607b807&_phsrc=cPx21006&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8039181:2238?tid=&pid=&queryid=9d520b84-8428-481d-b8fd-013b6607b807&_phsrc=cPx21006&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSHW-6SVQ-

F?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQ2SV-
QGRF&action=view 

 
Son Lawrence Earle/Earl Brewster Jr. (by Jessie Stalhman): 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_9659_1931_0037?t

reeid=166433962&personid=282163425091&rc=&queryId=97c89128-bfbf-4681-8bc0-
66542e0df3fa&usePUB=true&_phsrc=cPx21046&_phstart=successSource&pId=67794596

0 
 

 

 
Reynoldsville PA news: “Punxsutawney (PA) Spirit” Saturday 13 Jul 1912 p 5 
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“Brookville (PA) Republican” Thursday 13 Aug 1925 p 1 
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Note name is spelled Lawrence EARL Brewster – “Jeffersonian-Democrat” (Brookville PA) 

Thursday 11 Aug 1949 p 11 
 
 
 

 
“Brookville (PA) American” Thursday 25 Aug 1929 p 7 
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Father: 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/3567972:5164?tid=161906375&pid=172172006762&queryid=f7d83c78-
dddf-4000-9f19-c8f58dee4baf&_phsrc=cPx20942&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3567972:5164?tid=161906375&pid=172172006762&queryid=f7d83c78-dddf-4000-9f19-c8f58dee4baf&_phsrc=cPx20942&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3567972:5164?tid=161906375&pid=172172006762&queryid=f7d83c78-dddf-4000-9f19-c8f58dee4baf&_phsrc=cPx20942&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3567972:5164?tid=161906375&pid=172172006762&queryid=f7d83c78-dddf-4000-9f19-c8f58dee4baf&_phsrc=cPx20942&_phstart=successSource
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“Jeffersonian-Democrat” (Brookville PA) Thursday 2 Feb 1933 p 1 
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Left: “Jeffersonnian-Democrat” Thursday 18 Feb 1937 p 2 – and right: "Brookville (PA) 

Republican” Thursday 25 Feb 1937 p 8 
 

Mother: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/5258354:5164?tid=161906375&pid=172172006815&queryid=a4b4781e-
212a-4beb-a8a8-e4911296735a&_phsrc=cPx20949&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5258354:5164?tid=161906375&pid=172172006815&queryid=a4b4781e-212a-4beb-a8a8-e4911296735a&_phsrc=cPx20949&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5258354:5164?tid=161906375&pid=172172006815&queryid=a4b4781e-212a-4beb-a8a8-e4911296735a&_phsrc=cPx20949&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5258354:5164?tid=161906375&pid=172172006815&queryid=a4b4781e-212a-4beb-a8a8-e4911296735a&_phsrc=cPx20949&_phstart=successSource
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Alice A. Smith Brewster - “Brookville (PA) Republican” Thursday 20 Sep 1934 p 5 

 

      
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 
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Name:  Lawrence Earle Brewster (Sr.) 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number:  250,265 
Entered service from:  Leeper, Clarion PA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Lawrence E. Brewster 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. W.W. Brewster, Leeper PA 
Returned from war on: "Wilhelmina" Apr 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Lawrence E. Brewster 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Alice A. Brewster, Leeper PA (pvt, 16th Co., 20th 
Engrs) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Lawrence Earl Brewster Sr. (on top line) but 
signature of Lawrence Earle Brewster Sr. - b. 21 May 1888 Tylersburg PA; res: Brookville, 
Jefferson PA. Married. Dependent: “one boy” - traveling salesman, Franklin Marcin (?) Co., 
state of PA. Asked exemption from draft due to support of child. Tall & stout.  
World War II draft registration (1942): as Lawrence Earle Brewster Sr. - b. 21 May 1888 
Clarion PA; res: 461 Madison, Brookville, Jefferson PA. NOK L.E. Brewster Jr. Self-employed 
on E. Main St., Brookville, Jefferson PA. Card signed L.E. Brewster. Height: 5’8” – 164 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 18 Sep 1917 
Discharged 8 Apr 1919 
Address: 35 – 8th St., Zanesville OH 
Rank/unit: private, 16th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
PA, Veterans Burial Cards – Lawrence E. Brewster, 21 May 1888 – 14 May 1950. WWI – 
Army. Served 18 Sep 1917 – 8 Apr 1919. Special Casual Co. #64, private. Buried in 
Westview, Summerville PA. 
 
PA, WWI Veterans Service & Compensation Files – Lawrence E. Brewster, b. 1 May 1888 
Tylersburg PA, as of 5 Mar 1934 resident of Moore Ave., Baden, Beaver PA. Served in Army 
18 Sep 1917 – 8 Apr 1919. Serial #25265. Living at 461 Madison St., Brookville, Jefferson PA 
when entered service.  Inducted into Army at Brookville 18 Sep 1917. Dependent: wife 
Sarah Ellen Lynch Brewster, no minor children. Mother Alice A. Brewster, father Wm. W. 
Brewster. In 156th Depot Brigade 18 Sep 1917 – Dec 1917, in 20th Engineers Forestry Dec 
1917 – Mar 1919, in Spec. Casualty Co. 64 Mar 1919 to 8 Apr 1919. Private. AEF, France. 
Overseas 24 Jan1918 – 25 Apr 1919. Honorably discharged 8 Apr 1919 at Mitchel Field, 
Long Island NY. Not previously applied for bonus or compensation. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  21 May 1888 Tylersburg, Clarion PA  
Died:  14 May 1950 Butler, Butler PA (Deshon Hospital, after hospitalized for 5 weeks – 
Veterans Administration hospital)  
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Find A Grave record: 113080064, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Summerville, Jefferson PA 
Cemetery: Westview 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: William W. Brewster, 15 Jul 1861 Tylersburg, Clarion PA – 16 Feb 1937 Brookville, 
Jefferson PA.  
Son of Peter Brewster & Priscilla Butler. Died of influenza. 
Obituary: “Jeffersonian-Democrat (Brookville PA) 18 Feb 1937 p 2 – d. at his home at 461 
Madison St. on 16 Feb 1937 at age 75 years, 7 months, 1 day. In poor health with heart 
trouble. Son of Peter & Priscilla (Butler) Brewster. B. Tylersburg PA 15 Jul 1861. Married 
Alice A. Smith of Tylersburg on 30 Jan 1883 in Fryburg PA. The couple had 1 son Lawrence 
E. Brewster, who lived with his father. He was a farmer, living in Leeper vicinity until 1922 
when he moved to Brookville. Survived by 1 sister, 1 brother, his son Lawrence & 1 
grandson, Lawrence E. Brewster Jr. of Ambridge PA. 
Buried in Westview Cemetery, Summerville, Jefferson PA. 
Find A Grave: 113082185 
 
Mother: Alice A. Smith Brewster, 2 Apr 1866 Cambria Co. PA – 15 Sep 1934 Brookeville, 
Jefferson PA.  
Daughter of Henry Harrison Smith & Maria Elizabeth Brecht.  
Buried in Westview Cemetery, Summerville, Jefferson PA . 
Find A Grave: 113082164 
Parents’ marriage: 8 Feb 1883 Fryburg, Clarion PA (or 30 Jan 1883). 50th wedding 
anniversary: “Jeffersonian-Democrat” (Brookville PA) 2 Feb 1933 p 1 – golden wedding 
anniversary celebrated on 30 Jan 1933 by Mr. & Mrs. William Brewster in their Madison 
Street home. Residents of Brookville for 11 years. They were married in Fryburg on 30 Jan 
1933 [sic – obviously meant 1883], both being natives of Clarion Co. PA. The couple had 
one son - Lawrence E. Brewster- who attended the celebration. Mrs. Brewster was the 
former Miss Alice Smith, sister of Dr. A.B. Smith, pastor of the First Methodist Episcopal 
Church here in Brookville.  Among the attendees: Mr. & Mrs. L.E. Brewster of Baden PA. 
 
Spouse: Jessie S. Stahlman Brewster, 9 Oct 1886 Warsaw, Jefferson PA – Apr 1982 
Brookville, Jefferson PA.   
Daughter of Jackson Washington Stahlman (1857-1895) & Maretta J. Campbell. Her mother 
in 1905 became the wife of William H. Hall (1845-1915). In 1920, Jessie & her son Lawrence 
Earl Brewster Jr. were living with her widowed mother, Maretta Hall, in Brookville, Jefferson 
PA.  
Buried in Temple Cemetery, Hazen, Jefferson PA. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 151862354 
Lawrence’s 1st marriage:  married 30 Mar 1910 Brookville, Jefferson PA. “Jeffersonian-
Democrat” 31 Mar 1910 p 8 – a pretty home wedding held at the home of Mr. & Mrs. W.H. 
Hall at 417 Water St., Brookville of Mrs. Hall’s daughter – Miss Jessie Stahlman – to 
Lawrence Earl Brewster of Reynoldsville PA. A Baptist minister officiated. The bride wore 
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white silk. A sumptuous wedding dinner followed in the Hall dining room. The couple left 
on the evening eastbound train. Lawrence is an “enterprising merchant of Reynoldsville” & 
is the only son of Mr. & Mrs. W.W. Brewster. – Lawrence petitioned for a divorce, which was 
granted 22 Sep 1919 in Brookville, Jefferson PA. He remarried 10 days later. 
 
Spouse:  Sara Ellen Lynch Brewster, 25 Jul 1883 Linden, Lycoming PA – 12 Feb 1941 
Brookville, Jefferson PA.  
Daughter of James A. Lynch & Cordelia E. Hughes.  
Died of a cerebral hemorrhage at age 57. Obituary in a Brookville PA newspaper of 6 Mar 
1941 found on Ancestry.com (citation not provided) – Died 6 Mar 1941. Although ailing for 2 
years, death was a surprise since she was recently feeling better. Had 2 strokes & d. 11 Feb 
1941 in a Brookville hospital. Daughter of James A. & Cordelia E. (Hughes) Lynch, b. Linden 
PA 25 Jul 1883. Died at age 58 years, 6 months, 181 days. Spent girlhood in Williamsport 
PA. On 2 Oct 1919 married L.E. Brewster of Brookville in Clarion Co. PA. For a number of 
years the couple traveled in NY, OH, PA & WV. Lived in Brookville the past 7 years. Survived 
by husband L.E. & stepson Earl Brewster (Ambridge PA). Funeral held at her home, burial in 
Westview. Pallbearers from Irvin VFW Post where husband is a member. 
Buried in Westview Cemetery, Summerville, Jefferson PA. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 113080086 
Lawrence’s 2nd marriage: 2 Oct 1919 Clarion, Clarion Co. PA in the Presbyterian Church 
manse, 10 days after obtaining a divorce from wife Jessie Stahlman Brewster.  
 
Spouse: Verna May Graham Porter Brewster, Nov 1898 PA (1900 census) – 11 Feb 1976 
Esplen, Allegheny PA. 
Daughter of John Smiley Graham (16 Jul 1856 Oil City, Venango PA – 2 Dec 1936 Butler, 
Butler PA) & Sarah Jane McCall (27 Mar 1857 Butler Co. PA – 15 Jan 1937 Butler, Butler PA). 
According to their PA death certificates, both John & Sarah are buried in Zion Lutheran 
Cemetery. There are two cemeteries this might be: Zion Lutheran Cemetery, Chicora, 
Butler PA & Zion Lutheran Church Cemetery, Middle Lancaster, Butler PA. It is more likely 
the one in Chicora, but they are not on Find A Grave as of 19 Sep 2024. 
Wife of Herron H. (or G.) Porter, born ca. 1892 PA, killed 30 Aug 1930 when hit in the head 
while at his job at the Fretz Moon Tube Co., East Butler, Butler PA by a large pulley used to 
operate a travelling crane. His first name is also found spelled Hereon & Herson & Huron. 
Her sons by Herron were Kenneth Marshall Porter (6 Dec 1919 Butler PA – 1981, F: 
148679357, the husband of Sarah Irene Ford) & Donald John Porter (born 14 Nov 1921 
Butler PA). In the 1950 census of Chicago, Cook IL, Donald J. Porter (28 PA, IBM operator 
for the Department of Agriculture) lived with wife Dorlis A. (26 WI, proofreader, Tres.? 
Dept.).  
Buried in Allegheny Cemetery, Pittsburgh, Allegheny PA. 
Find A Grave: 122205089 
Lawrence’s 3rd marriage: obtained a license in Jun 1945 in Brookville, Jefferson PA. Married 
In May 1948, Lawrence published a notice that since his wife Verna had left his bed & 
board, he was no longer responsible for her debts.  
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Children: by 1st wife Jessie Stahlman 
• Lawrence Earle Brewster, Jr., 10 Jul 1912 Reynoldsville, Jefferson Co. PA – 26 Jan 

1991 PA. Used the name “Earl Brewster.” On his WWII draft card, he lists his name 
as (Laurence) Earl Brewster, age 28, b. 10 Jul 1912 Reynoldsville PA, resident 320 – 
14th St., Ambridge, Beaver PA. NOK mother Jessie Brewster of Pickening St., 
Brookville, Jefferson PA. Married Margaret Elizabeth Jones (1917-1988, F: 
140925032) in 1940 in Hancock Co. WV. - Buried as L. Earl Brewster in Butler 
Cemetery, Brookville PA. F: 140925011 

 
Siblings: none 
 
Notes: 
Wartime: 
 
“New Castle (PA) Herald” 11 Feb 1918 p 9 – Rev. A.B. Smith, pastor of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church here, received word that his nephew, Lawrence Brewster, of Leeper PA 
is safe & was rescued from the Tuscania. 
 
“Jeffersonian-Democrat” (Brookville PA) 14 Feb 1918 p 8 – it is understood that L.E. 
Brewster of Brookville was on the Tuscania, sunk last week, but no information as to 
whether he survived 
 
Post-war: 
Obituary: 
"Jeffersonian Democrat" (Brookville PA) 18 May 1950 p 1 - well-known Brookville PA 
resident, d. at 61 yrs. 11 mo. 23 days after a brief illness, died in Deshon Hospital at Butler 
where he had been a patient for 5 weeks, interment Westview (Summerville), b. Tylersburg 
1 May 1888, son of William & Alice (Smith) Brewster, res: 461 Madison Ave., Brookville, 
owned & operated service station on E. Main St., WWI vet, member of Rodgers-Dougherty 
American Legion post & Irvin VFW post, survived by 1 son Earl Brewster of Brookville. 
Funeral held 17 May, interment in Westview.  
 
PA Death Certificate: Lawrence E. Brewster, b. 14 May 1950 Tylersburg PA, d. 14 May 1950 
in the Veterans Administration hospital in Butler, Butler Co. PA. Married. Service station 
operator. Son of William W. Brewster & Alice A. Smith. Residence: 461 Madison St., 
Brookville, Jefferson PA. SSN ----  [not listed]. Served in armed forces. Died of cardiac 
decompensation.  
 
Social Security Number: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Farmington, Clarion PA  
William W. Brewster, 38 PA, Jul 1861, father b. PA, mother b. OH, married 17 years, farmer 
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Alice A., 35 PA, Apr 1865, parents b. PA, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
Lawrence P., 12 PA, May 1888, at school 
 
1900 Concord, Butler PA – his wife-to-be Verna May Graham 
John S. Graham, 43 PA, Jul 1856, parents b. PA, married 17 years, farmer 
Jane S., 46 PA, Mar 1854, parents b. PA, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
Campbell, 15 PA, Jul 1884 
Gertie, 13 PA, Jul 1886, at school 
Myrtle, 11 PA, Apr 1891 
Erla, 7 PA, Mar 1893 
Jessie, 3 PA, Jul 1896 
Verna, 1 PA, Nov 1898 
Rebecca McCall, 82 PA, parents b. PA, widowed, Sep 1827, gave birth to 1 child, 1 is living 
 
1910 Reynoldsville, Jefferson PA – Jackson St. (rented) – conducted 16 Apr 1910 [they were 
married 30 Mar 1910] 
Laurnce E. Brewster, 21 PA, parents b. PA, in 1st marriage, married zero years, retail 
merchant, racket store [a racket store was a “variety store”] 
Jessie S., 23 PA, parents b. PA, in 1st marriage, married zero years 
 
1910 Concord, Butler PA – his wife-to-be Verna May Graham 
John S. Graham, 55 PA, parents b. PA, in 1st marriage, married 27 years, farmer, general 
farm 
Sarah J., 55 PA, parents b. PA, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 6 children, 5 are living 
Myrtle, 21 PA 
Erla B., 17 PA 
Jessie M., 13 PA 
Verna M., 11 PA 
1920 – cannot locate Lawrence 
 
1920 – Brookville, Jefferson PA – 417 Water St. – ex-wife & son – conducted 7/8 Jan 1920 
Maretta Hall, 60 PA, widow, head of household 
Jessie Brewster, 32 PA, parents b. PA, divorced, stenographer, insurance office [Maretta’s 
daughter] 
Earl Brewster, 7 PA, parents b. PA [Maretta’s grandson] 
 
1920 Butler, Butler PA – future (3rd) wife Verna May Graham Porter – conducted 8 Jan 1900 
Herron H. Porter, 28 PA, parents b. PA, mill wright, steel mill 
Verna, 21 PA, parents b. PA 
Kenneth M., 1 month PA 
 
1930 Allentown, Lehigh PA – Cheer St. – with 2nd wife 
Lawrence R. Brewster, 41 PA, age 30 at 1st marriage [not accurate], parents b. PA, 
salesman, oil company, WWI veteran 



53 
 

Sarah E., 47 PA, parents b. PA, age 36 at 1st marriage 
 
1940 Brookville, Jefferson PA – 461 Madison St. – same place in 1935 
Lawerence [sic] E. Brewster, 52 PA, manager service station, automobile 
Sara E., 58 PA 
 
1940 Butler, Butler PA – 320 S. Main St. - future wife Verna May Graham Porter – same 
place in 1935 
Verna M. Porter, 41 PA, widowed, waitress, hotel 
Kenneth M., 20 PA, clerk, soil erosion [son] 
Donald J., 18 PA [son] 
& lodger Charles H. Slater, 41 NY, divorced, mechanic, auto shop 
 
1950 cannot locate 
 
 
 
          


