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TUSCANIA 

   
 

Brewer, Virgil Blaine 
1896 MO – 1952 CA 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS18-
NG3F?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPCC-

9B8C&action=view 
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https://oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/c8n87f5f/ 

 
 

https://oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/c8n87f5f/
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“Long Beach (CA) Press-Telegram” Friday 3 Oct 1952 p 5 

 
 

Life: 
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“Bloomfield (MO) Vindicator” Friday 1 Sep 1911 p 1 

 

 
“Missouri Herald” (Hayti MO) Thursday 12 Feb 1914 p 4 
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“New Madrid (MO) Weekly Record” Saturday 27 Jun 1914 p 6 

 

 
“Dexter (MO) Statesman” Friday 10 Sep 1915 p 3 

 

 
“Dexter (MO) Messenger” Thursday 17 May 1917 p 8 
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“Dexter (MO) Statesman” Friday 27 Jul 1917 p 1 
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“Bakersfield (CA) Morning Echo” Tuesday 14 Aug 1917 p 3 

 

 
“Dexter (MO) Messenger” Thursday 30 Aug 1917 p 8 

 

 
List continues – “Bakersfield (CA) Morning Echo” Wednesday 19 Dec 1917 p 8 
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“Daily American Republic” (Poplar Grove MO) Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 4 

 

 
“Dexter (MO) Messenger” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 
 
 



9 
 

 
“Stoddard Tribune” (Bloomfield MO) Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Dexter (MO) Statesman” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Cape Girardeau (MO) Morning Sun” Tuesday 26 Feb 1918 p 2 

 
 

 
“Dexter (MO) Messenger” Thursday 28 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Dexter (MO) Statesman” Friday 1 Mar 1918 p 3 

 

 
“Dexter (MO) Messenger” Thursday 7 Mar 1918 p 8 
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“Dexter (MO) Statesman” Friday 15 Mar 1918 p 1 
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“Dexter (MO) Statesman” Friday 29 Mar 1918 p 2 
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This photo accompanies an article which includes a letter mentioning Virgil Blaine Dexter, 

but is not identified, and may well be the image of a letter writer 
“Dexter (MO) Statesman” Friday 31 May 1918 p 4 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/581256271/ 
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“Dexter (MO) Statesman” Friday 7 Jun 1918 p 1 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/581256396/ 
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“Dexter (MO) Statesman” Friday 16 Aug 1918 p 3 
 

 
“Dexter (MO) Statesman” Friday 10 Jan 1919 p 8 
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“Dexter (MO) Messenger” Thursday 20 Mar 1919 p 1 

 

 
“Dexter (MO) Messenger” Thursday 1 May 1919 p 4 
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“Dexter (MO) Messenger” Thursday 4 Jun 1919 p 1 

 

 
“Dexter (MO) Statesman” Friday 6 Jun 1919 p 3 

 

 
“Dexter (MO) Statesman” Friday 20 Jun 1919 p 3 
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“Dexter (MO) Statesman” Friday 27 Jun 1919 p 3 

 

 
“Dexter (MO) Statesman” Friday 13 Jul 1919 p 2 

 

 
“Sisketon (MO) Daily Standard” Friday 1 Aug 1919 p 8 

 

 
“Sisketon (MO) Daily Standard” Tuesday 12 Aug 1919 p 3 
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“Dexter (MO) Messenger” Thursday 14 Aug 1919 p 4 

 
 

 
“Bakersfield (CA) Morning Echo” Wednesday 14 Jun 1922 p 8 
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“Long Beach (CA) Press-Telegram” Thursday 23 Jun 1938 p 16 

 
Wife Katherine Holland Brewer Saye: 

 

 
“Bakersfield (CA) Morning Echo” Tuesday 4 Jul 1922 p 7 
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Sisters on monthly honor roll – Sallie also on semester honor roll – “Bakersfield (CA) 

Morning Echo” Friday 26 Jan 1923 p 3 
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“Bakersfield (CA) Morning Echo” Friday 26 Jan 1923 p 3 
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“Bakersfield (CA) Morning Echo” Wednesday 21 May 1924 p 2 

 



27 
 

 
“Bakersfield (CA) Morning Echo” Sunday 20 Jul 1924 p 3 
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“Bakersfield (CA) Morning Echo” Wednesday 21 Jul 1926 p 3 

 

 
“Bakersfield (CA) Morning Echo” Thursday 30 Dec 1926 p 3 
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“Bakersfield (CA) Morning Echo” Wednesday 14 Sep 1927 p 4 

 

 
“Bakersfield (CA) Morning Echo” Sunday 23 Oct 1927 p 5 
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Christian Endeavor – “Bakersfield (CA) Californian” Wednesday 1 Jul 1936 p 15 

 

 
“Bakersfield (CA) Morning Echo” Saturday 27 Nov 1937 p 7 
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“Bakersfield (CA) Morning Echo” Wednesday 19 Jan 1938 p 10 

 
 

 
“Bakersfield (CA) Californian” Saturday 13 Apr 1940 p 12 
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“Bakersfield (CA) Californian” Monday 10 Nov 1947 p 6 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/8505894:1144?tid=&pid=&queryid=8d3760ea-1137-4d74-90c8-

b034819d0ad2&_phsrc=cPx20856&_phstart=successSource 

 
“Long Beach (CA) Press-Telegram” Tuesday 21 May 1940 p 17 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8505894:1144?tid=&pid=&queryid=8d3760ea-1137-4d74-90c8-b034819d0ad2&_phsrc=cPx20856&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8505894:1144?tid=&pid=&queryid=8d3760ea-1137-4d74-90c8-b034819d0ad2&_phsrc=cPx20856&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8505894:1144?tid=&pid=&queryid=8d3760ea-1137-4d74-90c8-b034819d0ad2&_phsrc=cPx20856&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6509205%3A5180 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/6509198:5180?tid=&pid=&queryid=ff615ec3-56a0-4a8f-bd21-
de6fe017f5d5&_phsrc=cPx20853&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/378442731:1732?tid=&pid=&queryid=98418acd-fe53-4f87-a11f-
f13a33328ebb&_phsrc=cPx20894&_phstart=successSource 

 
Daughter: 

 

 
Birth of Virgie Kay Brewer – “Bakersfield (CA) Californian” Monday 27 May 1944 p 8 
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“Bakersfield (CA) Californian” Tuesday 25 Apr 1944 p 11 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/3074797:5247?tid=&pid=&queryid=219c76ae-836e-4a8b-a9b0-
cc62e92bd439&_phsrc=cPx20870&_phstart=successSource 
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“Bakersfield (CA) Californian” Friday 21 Dec 1962 p 11 & p 13 
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“Long Beach (CA) Press-Telegram” Sunday 8 Dec 1963 p 84 
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East Bakersfield (CA) High School 1961 yearbook - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/587817055:1265?tid=&pid=&queryid=35a11d77-f736-4302-850d-
95c187fa431c&_phsrc=cPx20874&_phstart=successSource 
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Lost in election for mayor of Bakersfield, Kern CA – undated 
https://docs.bakersfieldcity.us/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=2144&dbid=0&repo=CITYREC
ORDS&cr=1 
 

 

 
Unsuccessful election for school board in Kern County CA  - 2 Nov 2004 - 
http://www.smartvoter.org/2004/11/02/ca/kr/school.html - 
 

 

 

https://docs.bakersfieldcity.us/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=2144&dbid=0&repo=CITYRECORDS&cr=1
https://docs.bakersfieldcity.us/WebLink/DocView.aspx?id=2144&dbid=0&repo=CITYRECORDS&cr=1
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Excerpt: 
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“Long Beach (CA) Press-Telegram” Sunday 8 Dec 1963 p 84 
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Bakersfield (CA) College yearbook 1963 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/317443004%3A1265 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/317443004%3A1265
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/317443004%3A1265
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“Los Angeles Times” Friday 21 Mar 1986 p 96 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6913036%3A1144 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/6913036%3A1144


48 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3943353%3A1141 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/225518574:1788?tid=&pid=&queryid=f44b8dff-04e2-4c59-85df-
6d48ca5f419d&_phsrc=cPx20886&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3943353%3A1141
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/8363927:1144?tid=&pid=&queryid=ae55699e-07d3-4f11-affb-
bf1cb028fa6c&_phsrc=cPx20872&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8363927:1144?tid=&pid=&queryid=ae55699e-07d3-4f11-affb-bf1cb028fa6c&_phsrc=cPx20872&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8363927:1144?tid=&pid=&queryid=ae55699e-07d3-4f11-affb-bf1cb028fa6c&_phsrc=cPx20872&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/8363927:1144?tid=&pid=&queryid=ae55699e-07d3-4f11-affb-bf1cb028fa6c&_phsrc=cPx20872&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.performanceracing.com/magazine/industry-news/11-03-2021/owen-kearns-

receives-2021-jim-chapman-award 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7254480%3A1100 
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https://www.redcross.org/local/california/southern-california/about-us/news-and-

events/news/volunteer-of-the-month-ken-witte.html 
 

 
https://www.mountain-news.com/news/soroptimists-make-a-difference-for-women-at-

awards-luncheon/article_dec51ed8-056a-11ee-b26f-bfcf3640c095.html 
 

https://www.redcross.org/local/california/southern-california/about-us/news-and-events/news/volunteer-of-the-month-ken-witte.html
https://www.redcross.org/local/california/southern-california/about-us/news-and-events/news/volunteer-of-the-month-ken-witte.html
https://www.mountain-news.com/news/soroptimists-make-a-difference-for-women-at-awards-luncheon/article_dec51ed8-056a-11ee-b26f-bfcf3640c095.html
https://www.mountain-news.com/news/soroptimists-make-a-difference-for-women-at-awards-luncheon/article_dec51ed8-056a-11ee-b26f-bfcf3640c095.html
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Father: 
 

 
“Bakersfield (CA) Californian” Monday 12 Feb 1945 p 13 
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“Long Beach (CA) Independent” Thursday 15 Feb 1945 p 8 

 

 
“Bloomfield (MO) Vindicator” Friday 13 Jul 1894 p 2 
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“Bloomfield (MO) Vindicator” Friday 4 Aug 1899 p 3 

 

 
End of article is cut off – “Bloomfield (MO) Vindicator” Friday 21 Dec 1906 p 1 
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“Ripley County Democrat” (Doniphan MO) Friday 28 Dec 1906 p 1 

 

 
“Dexter (MO) Statesman” Friday 22 Oct 1915 p 3 
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“Dexter (MO) Statesman” Friday 25 Feb 1916 p 4 

 
 

 
“Bloomfield (MO) Vindicator” Friday 28 Feb 1902 p 2 
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“Dexter (MO) Statesman” Friday 12 Sep 1919 p 2 

 
 

 
“Bakersfield (CA) Morning Echo” Wednesday 14 Jun 1922 p 8 

 
Mother: 
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“Long Beach (CA) Independent” Wednesday 29 Apr 1953 p 22 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/39422%3A1169 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/39422%3A1169
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“Dexter (MO) Messenger” Thursday 1 Aug 1918 p 8 

 

 
“Dexter (MO) Messenger” Thursday 19 Sep 1918 p 10 

 
 

 
“Bakersfield (CA) Californian” Friday 21 Aug 1925 p 3 

 
Siblings: 
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Sister Nell Ray Brewer Magee (1892-1987) – “Bakersfield (CA) Morning Echo” Tuesday 9 

Oct 1923 p 3 
 

 
“Dexter (MO) Messenger” Thursday 17 Apr 1919 p 4 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/4531556:5180?tid=152024622&pid=242357416341&queryid=84362504-

3155-4985-8d49-4efa9ba47847&_phsrc=cPx20782&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/506053096%3A1171 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4531556:5180?tid=152024622&pid=242357416341&queryid=84362504-3155-4985-8d49-4efa9ba47847&_phsrc=cPx20782&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4531556:5180?tid=152024622&pid=242357416341&queryid=84362504-3155-4985-8d49-4efa9ba47847&_phsrc=cPx20782&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4531556:5180?tid=152024622&pid=242357416341&queryid=84362504-3155-4985-8d49-4efa9ba47847&_phsrc=cPx20782&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/506053096%3A1171
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“Dexter (MO) Statesman” Wednesday 27 Jan 1915 p 3 
 

 
Walter Goff Magee – “Long Beach (CA) Independent” Tuesday 7 May 1968 p 36 

 

 
Sister Erdel V. Brewer Morris Sproule Bagwell (1894-1973) – “Bakersfield (CA) Morning 

Echo” Friday 17 Aug 1923 p 3 
 

 
“Dexter (MO) Messenger” Thursday 11 Jul 1918 p 10 

 

 
“Dexter (MO) Statesman” Friday 27 Sep 1918 p 2 
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“Fresno (CA) Morning Republican” Wednesday 20 Aug 1924 p 6 

 

 
“Bakersfield (CA) Californian” Wednesday 20 Aug 1924 p 4 
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“Long Beach (CA) Sun” Saturday 2 Sep 1933 p 7 

 

 
“Long Beach (CA) Press-Telegram” Tuesday 5 Mar 1935 p 11 

 

 
Marriage license – “Los Angeles Times” Tuesday 30 Jul 1935 p 11 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L93H-

7L5H?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AK8JK-
JDD&action=view 
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“San Francisco Examiner” Sunday 27 Oct 1935 p 9 

 
“San Francisco Examiner” Sunday 27 Oct 1935 p 57 
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“Sacramento (CA) Bee” Thursday 14 Jan 1937 p 4 
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“San Francisco Examiner” Tuesday 19 Jan 1937 p 11 
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“Gardena (CA) Valley News & Gardena Tribune” Thursday 7 Oct 1954 p 1 
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“Long Beach (CA) Press-Telegram” Monday 24 Jan 1972 p 28 

 

 
? – 10 years too young – “San Bernardino (CA) County Sun” Tuesday 15 Feb 1938 p 19 
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Address matches – “Long Beach (CA) Sun” Tuesday 5 Apr 1938 p 2 
 
 

 
CA voter registration – Los Angeles CA, 1938 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/28777805:61066?tid=152024622&pid=242357312017&queryid=a4178cda-
d28e-4bae-8e69-c63e72b6e65d&_phsrc=cPx20811&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Long Beach CA city directory 1938 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/200051098:2469?tid=&pid=&queryid=e0103546-30fd-40a5-855e-
d0d50bc3a39a&_phsrc=cPx20826&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
“Long Beach (CA) Press-Telegram” Tuesday 22 Oct 1940 p 22 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/28777805:61066?tid=152024622&pid=242357312017&queryid=a4178cda-d28e-4bae-8e69-c63e72b6e65d&_phsrc=cPx20811&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/28777805:61066?tid=152024622&pid=242357312017&queryid=a4178cda-d28e-4bae-8e69-c63e72b6e65d&_phsrc=cPx20811&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/28777805:61066?tid=152024622&pid=242357312017&queryid=a4178cda-d28e-4bae-8e69-c63e72b6e65d&_phsrc=cPx20811&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/200051098:2469?tid=&pid=&queryid=e0103546-30fd-40a5-855e-d0d50bc3a39a&_phsrc=cPx20826&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/200051098:2469?tid=&pid=&queryid=e0103546-30fd-40a5-855e-d0d50bc3a39a&_phsrc=cPx20826&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/200051098:2469?tid=&pid=&queryid=e0103546-30fd-40a5-855e-d0d50bc3a39a&_phsrc=cPx20826&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/576645%3A61460 
 

 
“Long Beach (CA) Independent” Tuesday 23 Oct 1973 p 15 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/303994:5180?tid=152024622&pid=242015131141&queryid=184f4a45-5440-
423c-8dbb-47df079a3c3a&_phsrc=cPx20795&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
“Long Beach (CA) Independent” Monday 12 May 1952 p 33 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/303994:5180?tid=152024622&pid=242015131141&queryid=184f4a45-5440-423c-8dbb-47df079a3c3a&_phsrc=cPx20795&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/303994:5180?tid=152024622&pid=242015131141&queryid=184f4a45-5440-423c-8dbb-47df079a3c3a&_phsrc=cPx20795&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/303994:5180?tid=152024622&pid=242015131141&queryid=184f4a45-5440-423c-8dbb-47df079a3c3a&_phsrc=cPx20795&_phstart=successSource


78 
 

 
“Long Beach (CA) Press-Telegram” Wednesday 22 Oct 1952 p 18 
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“Long Beach (CA) Independent” Sunday 12 Oct 1952 p 48 
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“Long Beach (CA) Press-Telegram” Tuesday 26 Aug 1952 p 13 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

           
Name:  Virgil Blaine Brewer 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  100th Aero Squadron, 7th Squad - corporal 
Serial number:  249,939 
Entered service from:  Dexter, Stoddard MO 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Virgil B. Brewer 
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Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Georgie Brewer, Dexter MO 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Virgil B. Brewer 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Georgia Brewer, Dexter MO (cpl, 100th Aero 
Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917): b. 6 May 1896 Idalia MO; res: 600 Oregon, Bakersfield, 
Kern CA. Single, Fireman, Southern Pacific, Bakersfield CA. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  
World War II draft registration (1942): b. 6 May 1896 Idalia MO; res: 1525 Quincy St., 
Bakersfield, Kern CA. NOK Mrs. Katherine Brewer of same address. Southern Pacific 
fireman, employed at 700 Sumner St., Bakersfield, Kern CA 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 11 Aug 1917 
Discharged 16 Jun 1919 
Address: 301 South St., Long Beach CA 
Rank/unit: corporal, 100th Aero Squadron, 800 Demo [Demob] Group 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  6 May 1896 Idalia, Stoddard MO 
Died:  28 Sep 1952 Kern Co. CA  
Find A Grave record: 13999079, presence on Tuscania noted in text 
Burial location: Bakersfield, Kern 
Cemetery: Greenlawn Cemetery & Mortuary 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: Joseph (Joe) Brewer, 22 Oct 1856 (or 1855) Robertson Co. TN – 10 Feb 1945 
Bakersfield, Kern Co. CA.  
Son of Henry Clay Brewer & Eliza Jane Blaine.  
Obituary: “Bakersfield Californian” 12 Feb 1945 p 13 – Joe Brewer, age 88, d. 10 Feb 1945 
at his home at 1521 Quincy St. Funeral 13 Feb, with interment in Greenlawn. Survived by 
son Virgil Brewer (Bakersfield) & daughters Mrs. W.G. Magee (Bakersfield) & Mrs. J.F. 
Bagwell (Long Beach). A resident of Bakersfield for 26 years, moving from Dexter MO where 
he was an elder in the Christian Church. 
Buried in Greenlawn Cemetery & Mortuary, Bakersfield, Kern CA. 
Find A Grave: 116381662 
 
Mother: Georgia L. Harris Brewer, 27 Apr 1869 Tuscaloosa, Tuscaloosa AL – 27 Apr 1953 
Long Beach, Los Angeles CA.   
Obituary: “Long Beach Independent” 29 Apr 1953 p 22 – Georgia, age 84, of Bakersfield, d. 
27 Apr 1953 in Long Beach. A former resident of Long Beach, she lived in Bakersfield for 10 
years. Born Tuscaloosa AL. Member Church of Christ. Survived by daughters Mrs. Nell 
Maagee [sic] & Mrs. J.S. Bagwell, both of Long Beach. [son Virgil had died the previous year] 
Buried in Greenlawn Cemetery & Mortuary, Bakersfield, Kern CA. 
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Find A Grave: 116381705 
Parents’ marriage: 21 Jun 1891, marriage of Joseph Brewer to G.L. Harris on 21 Jun 1891 
Carroll Co. TN. 
 
Spouse:  Katherine Holland Brewer Saye, 31 Dec 1906 VA – 3 Mar 1989 Kern Co. CA. 
Daughter of John Asa Holland (1880-1947, F: 13999085) & (Malissa) Ethel Hall (1883-1934, 
F: 13999082). 
Bakersfield city directories list her at 1525 Quincy in the 1960s & 1970s (through 1979); she 
is a teacher then as she was before her marriage. She was active in Christian Endeavor. 
In the 1937 Bakersfield CA city directory, residing at 331 Holtby Rd., were J. Asa Holland 
(chauffeur) – J. Asa Holland Jr. – Kath Holland (teacher, Lowell School) – Sallie Holland 
(bookkeeper Peacock Dairies. 
Katherine Brewer married Roy Frank Saye on 22 Jul 1979 in Kern Co. CA. Her birth year was 
estimated at 1907; she was age 72. 
Roy Frank Saye was born 14 Aug 1903 in Goldonna, Natchitoches Parish LA & died 25 Jun 
1991 in Orange Co. CA. He was the son of Allen Tilton Saye & Mary Cordelia Morrow & is 
buried with wife Ella (nee Salyer) Earp (1902-1978), whom he married 6 Nov 1926 in Caddo 
Co. OK. Roy Saye is buried in Loma Vista Memorial Park, Fullerton, Orange CA, F: 
143531995. 
Buried in Greenlawn Cemetery & Mortuary, Bakersfield, Kern CA. Her tombstone is 
inscribed “Beloved Katherine / Servant of the Almighty.” 
Spouse Find A Grave: 13999075  
Marriage:19 Apr 1940 in the First Christian Church junior chapel, Bakersfield, Kern Co. CA.  
“Bakersfield (CA) Californian” 13 Apr 1940 p 12 – marriage license: Virgil Blaine Brewer, 42, 
Long Beach & Katherine Holland, 33, Bakersfield CA. 
 
Children: 

• Virgie Kay Brewer Morrison Kearns Witte, 22 Mar 1944 Bakersfield, Kern CA -      Birth 
“Bakersfield Californian” 27 Mar 1944 p 8 – Virgie Kay, daughter, b. to Mr. & Mrs. 
Virgil Brewer, their 1st child, in Mercy Hospital. Mrs. Brewer (former Miss Catherine 
Holland) was a teacher here formerly. - Virgie Kay Brewer married Robert D. 
Morrison on 8 Aug 1964 Kern Co. CA. Robert was age 19. He was born 17 Feb 1945 
in OK. In 1950, he was listed as the stepson of William L. Chariton (30 OK, a café 
manager) & Ada M. Chariton (28 OK). Robert D. Morrison was age 5, b. OK. On 3 Sep 
1971 in Kern Co. CA Robert married Martha A. Hendricks.- Divorced Robert D. 
Morrison in Kern Co. CA in Jan 1971. In the 1971 Bakersfield CA city directory, 
Robert D. Morrison & wife Virgie K. lived at 1521 Quincy St. - Virgie K. Brewer married 
Owen Austin Kearns Jr. on 11 Feb 1973 Kern Co. CA. Owen was the son of Dr. Owen 
Austin Kearns Sr. & Helen Atherstone. He graduated from the U of MO. He had 
divorced wife Mollie Mosher in Kern Co. CA in May 1972.  – Married Kenneth (Kenny) 
Allan Witte, son of Philip & Leah Witte, on 3 Sep 1989 in Douglas Co. NV. Known as 
Virgie Kay Witte as of 2007, residing in Arvin CA.  

 
Siblings: 
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• Nell Ray (Nellie) Brewer Magee, 7 Apr 1892 Idalia, Stoddard MO – 22 Sep 1987 Kern 
Co. CA (also found as Anaheim, Orange CA). Wife of Walter Goff Magee (1888-1968, 
F: 130695193) whom she married 7 Feb 1915 in Dexter, Stoddard MO. Buried in 
Greenlawn Cemetery & Mortuary, Bakersfield, Kern CA. F: 130695164 

• Erdel Verdell (Verdelle) Brewer Morris Sproule Geers Bagwell, 29 Jan 1894 MO – 19 
Oct 1973 Los Angeles Co. CA. – Erdel Brewer married Frank James Morris, obtaining 
a marriage license in Visalia, Tulare CA on 19 Aug 1924 & marrying the same day. He 
was age 26, she age 25, both residents of Bakersfield, Kern CA – In the 1930 census 
for Long Beach, Los Angeles CA, Frank J. Morris (29 WA, parents b. WA, age 22 at his 
1st marriage, a garage foreman, lived at 2032 ½ Locust Ave. with wife Erdel V. Morris 
(32 MO, father b. TN, mother b. AL). Although Frank sued Erdel for divorce in 1928, 
he twice tried to reconcile, paid her $300 on 12 Aug 1930 claiming it was the total of 
her property settlement, got an interlocutory divorce in Nov 1930 and kept it secret 
from Erdel until a copy of the decree fell out ofher pocket. This made the news in 
Sep 1933; she had returned to living with Frank earlier in 1933 believing they were 
still married. They divorced in Nov 1933.. - When she married on 3 Aug 1935 in Los 
Angeles Co. CA, her name was listed as Verdell B. Morris, age 34, b. MO, resident of 
Long Beach CA, daughter of Joseph Brewer & Georgia Harris, married Harold Dale 
Sproule, age 38, b. OR, son of Andreas L. Sproule & Ella Dale, resident of San 
Francisco CA. By Oct 1935, the marriage was rocky. “San Francisco Examiner” 27 
Oct 1935 p 9 (with the ad in question on p. 67 & Sproule’s photo on p.9] reported 
“Employee Bared as Ex-Convict” – What looked like an innocuous legal notice that 
Mrs. Erdel Brewer Sproule, 912 Nile St., Bakersfield, was not responsible for her 
husband’s debts led to the realization that her husband, Harold Dale Sproule, had a 
long police record. He is currently employed in a position of trust in a well-known 
Richmond district real estate firm.  In Apr 1920 was introduced at New York City 
Bank as the son of a director & he deposited a fictitious check drawn on the US 
National Bank of Vale OR & made a withdrawal. He was traced to Washington DC, 
where he was wanted for several bad checks, and then arrested in Columbus OH, 
from where he was returned to D.C. He was sentenced to Sing Sing Prison in NY for 
1 year on 3 Mar 1923 for obtaining money under false pretenses. He was sentenced 
15 Apr 1928 in Chicago IL for 6 months. In Mar 1935 he was arrested in Long Beach 
CA for bad checks & 3 days later in Los Angeles on similar charges. His alias is J.J. 
Kelleher.  Harold had several wives: 1920 Elizabeth McPhail (Nova Scotia, Canada), 
1940 Zelma R. Kensinger, 1930 Grace M. Candida, 1969 Dorothy E. Schmidt. Then 
he was arrested in Santa Rosa CA in Jan 1937 on suspicion that he had killed a 10-
year-old boy but was cleared as a suspect in the sensational case of Charles 
Mattson. – Harold Dale Sproule, born ca. 1899, died 21 Jan 1972 CA. He had 
become “respectable.”  In the 1937 Long Beach CA city directory, Erdel V. Morris, 
stenographer, lived at 485 ½ Rosa Ave. - Married Joseph Geers in 1938. In the 1938 
CA voter registration for Los Angeles CA, Joseph Geers, salesman & Mrs. Erdel B. 
Geers, resided at 5919 Walnut Ave.; both registered as Democrat. In the 1939 Long 
Beach CA city directory, Mrs. Erdell Geers lived at 5919 Walnut Ave. In the 1940 CA 
voter registration, Mrs. Erdel B. Geers, housewife, Democrat, lived at 5919 Walnut 



84 
 

Ave.  In the 1941 Long Beach CA city directory, Mrs. Urdell Geers lived at 5845 
Walnut & worked at Wendt-Sonia Company. In the 1943 Long Beach CA city 
directory, Mrs. Verdell Greers lived at 5919 Walnut Ave. - V. Geers is reported as 
receiving a divorce from Joseph Geers in Oct 1940.   She is listed as “Sears” (or a 
misreading of “Geers’) in the 1940 census, living with parents Joseph & Georgia & 
brother Virgil B. Brewer in Long Beach, Los Angeles CA as of 9 Apr 1940, status: 
married. There are several men named Joseph Geers in southern CA at the time. -  
On 23 Jan 1945 in CA, Verdell Geers married John Frederick Bagwell Jr., 2 Mar 1898 
Charleston, Mississippi Co. MO – 6 May 1952 Long Beach, Los Angeles CA.  “Long 
Beach Independent Press” 12 Oct 1952 p 47 – Mrs. John F. Bagwell Jr., 5919 Walnut 
St., Long Beach CA, received word that the body of her son, Sgt. John Frederick 
Bagwell III, has returned to the US.  Her only child [actually her stepson, as he was 
the son of John Frederick Bagwell Jr. & Virginia Springer], , he was killed serving in 
the US Marine Corps in Korea. She was widowed 2 months ago when her husband 
died – her brother Virgil Brewer, formerly in the grocery business in Long Beach, died 
of a heart attack in Bakersfield 2 weeks ago – and now her son, b. 13 Oct 1925, Long 
Beach, has been killed. John Frederick Bagwell III’s Find A Grave record is 
75452143. John Jr. had married Virginia Springer, daughter of Erving & Anna 
Springer,  on 7 Feb 1925 in Benton, Scott MO; John III was born 13 Oct 1925 in 
Diehlstadt, Scott MO & died 16 Aug 1952 in Korea. Both John Bagwell Jr. & Erdel are 
buried in Sunnyside Cemetery, Long Beach, Los Angeles CA.  

• One sibling died between 1900 & 1910 census 
 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
“Bakersfield (CA) Morning Echo” 19 Dec 1917 p 8 – notice about draft that questionnaires 
are being mailed & must be returned within 7 days – one to Virgil Blaine Brewer 
 
“Dexter (MO) Messenger” 14 Feb 1918 p 1 – Virgil is in hospital in Ireland, son of Mr. & Mrs. 
Joseph Brewer of this city. Family received official notification that he was rescued & is 
now in the hospital. A member of the same squadron & his “boon companion” named 
Stetson was drowned. [no man of this name on passenger list]. His parents & sisters are 
worried. 
 
“Dexter (MO) Statesman” 15 Feb 1918 p 1 – Corporal saved, son of Mr. & Mrs. Joe Brewer of 
Dexter. Three days with no word, until Congressman Russell wired them he was safe. This 
news came ahead of the arrival of the afternoon dailies. Confined in Irish hospital. Just 
past 21 years old. “one of the brightest boys in Dexter”. “He always possessed a plenitude 
of dash and daring, and was just the type of recklessly fearless youth to be at home among 
Uncle Sam’s fliers.” 
 
Hospitalized in Larne, Ireland, following sinking 
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"Caruthersville (MO) Democrat-Argus" 26 Feb 1918 p 2 - Virgil Brewer, former resident 
Dexter MO, in Irish hospital. Nephew of attorney J.R. Brewer of Caruthersville, who tried to 
convince Virgil to join the Navy, “but it seems that would not provide him the action he 
wanted,” so he joined the aerial service. 
 
“Dexter Statesman” 1 Mar 1918 p 3 – On Sunday (24 Feb), Joe Brewer got word from 
Congressman Russell of this district & Congressman E.E. Dennison of the Cairo district 
that corporal Virgil was in a Larne, Ireland, hospital, slightly injured but would be out soon. 
No word had been received since the family originally heard he was in the hospital. 
 
“Dexter Messenger” 7 Mar 1918 p 8 – in letter to parents said he had very bad cold due to 
exposure when rescued & was in a Larne hospital for a couple of weeks. Two women from 
the U.S. who live in Larne visited the hospital & invited Virgil & a fellow soldier to their 
homes after their convalescence “and showered them with the kindest attentions.” 
 
“Dexter Statesman” 29 Mar 1918 p 2 – Joe J. Russell wrote Ed P. Crowe (the editor) that 
after reading Virgil’s letter in the “Statesman,” he was much interested & then wrote Virgil a 
letter expressing his congratulations & delight that Virgil was rescued 
 
“Dexter Statesman” 31 May 1918 p 4 – Editor complaining that the “St. Louis Daily 
Republic” had run an extensive letter from a soldier in France, but when Corporal Virgil 
Brewer was on the Tuscania & in the hospital before becoming a flyer in France, the 50 
words & his photo sent to the St. Louis newspaper were ignored, no story was run & the 
photo has not been returned. A photo of a soldier is the adjacent column, with no caption. 
Is this Virgil? See below. 
 
Post-war: 
Obituary: 
 
"Bakersfield [CA] Californian" 30 Sep 1952 p 25 - Virgil Blaine Brewer, age 56, res: 1525 
Quincy St., Bakersfield, railroad engineer for Southern Pacific, b. 6 May 1895 "Vandolia" 
MO, lived in Bakersfield 37 years. Member Rexland Christian Church, a Mason, Board of 
Locomotive Engineers. Survived by wife Katherine, daughter Virgie, mother Mrs. Georgia 
Blaine (all of Long Beach) & 2 sisters: Nell Magee (Long Beach) & Erdel Bagwell (Long 
Beach). Funeral 1 Oct 1952, interment Greenlawn.  
 
Social Security Number: 700-14-9558 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Liberty township, Dexter, Stoddard MO 
Joseph Brewer, 44 TN, Oct 1855, parents b. VA, married 10 years, grocer 
Georgie, 30 AL, Apr 1870, parents b. TN, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Nellie, 8 MO, Apr 1892, at school 
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Erdel, 6 MO, Jan 1894, at school 
Virgil, 4 MO, May 1896 
Joseph’s brother-in-law: William N. Harris, 25 TN, Dec 1874, single, salesman, grocery 
& female servant Fannie Wood 
 
1910 Dexter, Stoddard MO  - 222 Stoddard St. 
Joseph Brewer, 52 TN, parents b. US, in 1st marriage, married 18 years, commercial 
salesman, grocery 
Georgia, 38 AL, parents b. TN, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 4 children, 3 are living 
Nellie R., 18 MO 
Erdel V., 16 MO 
Virgil B., 13 MO 
 
1910 Fairfield, Henrico VA – future wife Katherine – conducted 15 Apr 1910 
John A. Holland, 30 VA, parents b. VA, in 1st marriage, married 7 years, carpenter, house 
Ethel M., 26 VA, parents b. VA, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Mary, 6 VA 
Sallie, 6 VA 
Helen D., 5 VA 
Eliza C., 3 VA [i.e. Katherine] 
Thomas M., 10 months VA 
 
1920 Bakersfield, Kern CA – 1119 Baker St. 
Joe Brewer, 63 TN, father b. NC, mother b. TN, salesman 
Georgie Brewer, 50 AL, parents b. TN 
Nell Mcgee, 27 MO [daughter], bookkeeper 
W.G. Mcgee, 32 IL, parents b. IL, contractor, building [son-in-law] 
Erdel Brewer, 24 MO, single, stenographer, office 
Virgil Brewer, 22 MO, single, salesman, automobile 
 
1920 Manchester, Chesterfield VA – 9th St. Rd. – future wife Katherine 
John Holland, 40 VA, parents b. VA, carpenter 
Ethel, 36 VA, parents b. VA 
Sallie, 16 VA 
May, 16 VA 
Katherine, 13 VA 
Asa, 8 VA 
Frank, 5 VA 
& Francis Witles, 80 VA, housekeeper, houses 
 
1930 Long Beach, Los Angeles CA – 5845 Walnut Ave. 
Joe Brewer, 72 TN, parents b. VA, age 40 at 1st marriage, merchant, groceries 
Georgia L., 61 AL, parents b. TN, age 29 at 1st marriage 
Virgil B., 32 MO, single, merchant, groceries, WWI veteran 
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1930 Bakersfield, Kern CA – future wife Katherine Holland 
John A. Holland, 50 VA, parents b. VA, age 22 at 1st marriage, carpenter, lumber mill 
Ethel M., 46 VA, age 19 at 1st marriage 
Sallie, 26 VA, bookkeeper, creamery 
Catherine E., 23 VA, teacher, public school 
John A., 19 VA, machinist, railroad 
Frank M., 18 VA, machinist, auto shop 
 
1940 Long Beach, Los Angeles CA – conduced 9 Apr 1940 
Joseph Bewers, 8e TN 
Georgia L., 70 AL 
Virgil B., 42 MO, single 
Erdel Sears [i.e. Geers], 44 MO, married 
 
1940 Bakersfield, Kern CA – 331 Holtby Rd. – conducted 6 Apr 1940 
Roomers: 
Katherine Holland, 33 VA, single, grade school teacher 
J. Asa Holland, 28 VA, single, machine helper, railroad 
Living with L. Duncan & Jennie V. Holland, their son Leland, a sister of the head of 
household & another roomer. 
 
1950 Bakersfield, Kern CA – 1525 Williams 
Virgil Brewer, 53 MO, locomotive engineer, railroad 
Katherine, 42 VA 
Virgie, 6 CA 
 

TUSCANIA 

 


