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Bresnahan, Harold William 
1895 WI – 1968 WI 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-HSZX-

M?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZY-8F9Y&action=view 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1021382%3A2544 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1021382%3A2544 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/387142:61483?tid=109001053&pid=210138488402&queryid=fe2d05ef-
b5dd-49ee-94c9-bdfda7333d4f&_phsrc=cPx20668&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1021382%3A2544
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“Fond du Lac (WI) Reporter” Thursday 16 Jul 1968 p 22 
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“Fond du Lac (WI) Reporter” Thursday 18 Jul 1968 p 32 
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“Fond du Lac (WI) Reporter” Wednesday 31 Jul 1968 p 25 

 
 
 
 
 

Life: 
 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 6 Aug 1917 p 3 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 4 Sep 1917 p 3 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 21 Sep 1917 p 3 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday * Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 

 

 
Excerpt – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 2 

 

 

 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 4 
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“Fond du Lac (WI) Trade Extension” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 7  
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 27 Mar 1918 p 3 
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List continues – “Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 14 May 1919 p 2 
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Excerpt – “Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 31 May 1919 p 8 

 
 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 20 Sep 1920 p 3 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 24 Dec 1920 p 3 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 11 Mar 1921 p 3 

 
 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 12 Apr 1922 p 3 

 
 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 5 Sep 1922 p 3 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 6 Apr 1923 p 12 
 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 13 Aug 1923 p 4 

 
 
 

 
With sister Eva Bresnahan Tilson – “Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 26 Dec 1923 p 4 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 6 Oct 1928 p 4 
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Excerpts – “Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 26 Nov 1928 p 1 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 1 Feb 1930 p 7 

 

 
Move to Fond du Lac – “Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 2 Jun 1930 p 4 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Friday 10 Apr 1930 p 1 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 14 Jan 1932 p 3 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 4 Feb 1933 p 11 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 26 Feb 1936 p 7 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” left: Saturday 13 Jan 1940 p 4 and right: Monday 15 Jan 1940 

p 11 
 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 16 Jun 1940 p 14 

 



23 
 

 
“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Saturday 20 Jan 1940 p 4 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Monday 7 Jun 1943 p 5 
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“Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Wednesday 9 Feb 1955 p 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wife: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/558718:4750?tid=109001053&pid=212237041978&queryid=5fff73ba-64c4-
4c0e-a784-7abfe60498b7&_phsrc=cPx20682&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 5 Apr 1920 p 3 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Monday 26 Jul 1920 p 3 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 3 Aug 1920 p 3 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 5 Aug 1920 p 3 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 11 Aug 1920 p 3 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/936977:61483?tid=109001053&pid=212237041978&queryid=61d693e3-
093c-47c9-80dd-f5ce39030117&_phsrc=cPx20684&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Divorce 29 Jun 1936 – “Kenosha (WI) News” Wednesday 1 Jul 1936 p 7 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/936977:61483?tid=109001053&pid=212237041978&queryid=61d693e3-093c-47c9-80dd-f5ce39030117&_phsrc=cPx20684&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/936977:61483?tid=109001053&pid=212237041978&queryid=61d693e3-093c-47c9-80dd-f5ce39030117&_phsrc=cPx20684&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/936977:61483?tid=109001053&pid=212237041978&queryid=61d693e3-093c-47c9-80dd-f5ce39030117&_phsrc=cPx20684&_phstart=successSource
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 22 Mar 1990 p 4 

 
 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Tuesday 9 Jul 1935 p 4 

 
 
 

Daughter: 
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“Racine (WI) Journal Times” Thursday 13 Mar 1947 p 31 

 
 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” Thursday 9 Oct 1947 p 4 
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“Kenosha (WI) News” Saturday 18 Oct 1947 p 3 
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“Manitowoc (WI) Herald-Times-Reporter” Friday 19 Aug 2016 p A6 

 
Father: 
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William Bresnahan - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/167302341/person/132175174940/media/560cc428-23f5-473e-b25c-
195456073dd2 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/167302341/person/132175174940/media/560cc428-23f5-473e-b25c-195456073dd2
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/167302341/person/132175174940/media/560cc428-23f5-473e-b25c-195456073dd2
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/167302341/person/132175174940/media/560cc428-23f5-473e-b25c-195456073dd2
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Is this him? - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-99K4-
F63Z?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV5B-

YN3P&action=view 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:ZZ9D-XGMM 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:ZZ9D-XGMM
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L93H-19X6-

9?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3A8349-3C3Z&action=view 



40 
 

 



41 
 

 

 



42 
 



43 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2632492%3A9088 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/167302341/person/132175174940/facts 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/167302341/person/132175174940/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/167302341/person/132175174940/facts
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1905 Fond du Lac WI city directory - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/921145863:2469?tid=167302341&pid=132185929245&queryid=ac38d54a-
3407-444e-ad4b-ddf45a435d17&_phsrc=cPx20715&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

 
Mother: 

 

 
“Kenosha (WI) News” 7 Oct 1937 p 7 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern) Thursday 7 Oct 1937 p 12 

 
 

Half-siblings: 
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Hal-brother Martin Bresnahan (1871-1955) – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Monday 7 Feb 

1955 p  
17 
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Martin Bresnahan & family - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/167302341/person/132175281378/media/41a85a2b-f91b-4095-a399-
d00446ccfbce 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/167302341/person/132175281378/media/41a85a2b-f91b-4095-a399-d00446ccfbce
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/167302341/person/132175281378/media/41a85a2b-f91b-4095-a399-d00446ccfbce
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/167302341/person/132175281378/media/41a85a2b-f91b-4095-a399-d00446ccfbce
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/167302341/person/132175281378/factsnar 
 

 
Siblings: 
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Sister Mary L. Bresnahan Potter (1877-1959) – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Saturday 11 

Apr 1959 p 11 
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Sister Julia Bresnahan Henderson (1879-1978) – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Tuesday 31 

Oct 1978 p 27 
 

 
Julia M. Bresnahan Henderson - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/109001053/person/210138488405/media/a61f961f-0582-4ef5-aa7e-
8853ba602474 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/109001053/person/210138488405/media/a61f961f-0582-4ef5-aa7e-8853ba602474
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/109001053/person/210138488405/media/a61f961f-0582-4ef5-aa7e-8853ba602474
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/109001053/person/210138488405/media/a61f961f-0582-4ef5-aa7e-8853ba602474
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Sister Nellie Ellen Elizabeth Bresnahan (1881 -    https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/109001053/person/210138488396/facts 
 
 

 
https://billiongraves.com/grave/Nellie-E-Bresnahan/17116527 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/109001053/person/210138488396/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/109001053/person/210138488396/facts
https://billiongraves.com/grave/Nellie-E-Bresnahan/17116527
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:V8SM-8CL 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/548312:61483?tid=109001053&pid=210138488396&queryid=045fe4ae-
97ed-42a6-81fb-4249301555a3&_phsrc=cPx20743&_phstart=successSource 

 
******************************** 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:V8SM-8CL
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Sister Annabelle Bresnahan Arnold (1884-1936) - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/3983378:61483?tid=167302341&pid=132185929245&queryid=356c7015-

e034-4d7e-b7fb-4f240b5dc9f5&_phsrc=cPx20711&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91333950%3A61484 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3983378:61483?tid=167302341&pid=132185929245&queryid=356c7015-e034-4d7e-b7fb-4f240b5dc9f5&_phsrc=cPx20711&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3983378:61483?tid=167302341&pid=132185929245&queryid=356c7015-e034-4d7e-b7fb-4f240b5dc9f5&_phsrc=cPx20711&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3983378:61483?tid=167302341&pid=132185929245&queryid=356c7015-e034-4d7e-b7fb-4f240b5dc9f5&_phsrc=cPx20711&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91333950%3A61484
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Sister Nora M. Bresnahan (1887-1969) – “Fond du Lac (WI) City Reporter” Wednesday 29 

Oct 1969 p 24 
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Sister Theresa Agatha Bresnahan Doenitz (1890-1988) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/93193550:61484?tid=109001053&pid=210138488398&queryid=2bfa123b-

8e22-4306-811e-394ca88d9f3c&_phsrc=cPx20640&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/93193550:61484?tid=109001053&pid=210138488398&queryid=2bfa123b-8e22-4306-811e-394ca88d9f3c&_phsrc=cPx20640&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/93193550:61484?tid=109001053&pid=210138488398&queryid=2bfa123b-8e22-4306-811e-394ca88d9f3c&_phsrc=cPx20640&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/93193550:61484?tid=109001053&pid=210138488398&queryid=2bfa123b-8e22-4306-811e-394ca88d9f3c&_phsrc=cPx20640&_phstart=successSource
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Theresa Bresnahan & Harold Leon Doenitz – perhaps their wedding day? - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/167302341/person/132175281801/media/3e23bee9-5f1d-4de0-beed-

9e7bb930f631 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/167302341/person/132175281801/facts 
 

 
“Fond du Lac (WI) Reporter” Wednesday 20 Jan 1988 p 20 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/167302341/person/132175281801/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/167302341/person/132175281801/facts
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Ripon College yearbook 1912 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/41349_920600178_006
2-00055?treeid=109001053&personid=210138488398&rc=&queryId=43204fa6-d44c-

44cb-baea-
95d63292a205&usePUB=true&_phsrc=cPx20642&_phstart=successSource&pId=2949577

78 
 

 
Theresa – “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Thursday 5 Sep 1940 p 5 

 

 
Theesa & Nora - “Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Tuesday 5 Nov 1940 p 7 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/41349_920600178_0062-00055?treeid=109001053&personid=210138488398&rc=&queryId=43204fa6-d44c-44cb-baea-95d63292a205&usePUB=true&_phsrc=cPx20642&_phstart=successSource&pId=294957778
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/41349_920600178_0062-00055?treeid=109001053&personid=210138488398&rc=&queryId=43204fa6-d44c-44cb-baea-95d63292a205&usePUB=true&_phsrc=cPx20642&_phstart=successSource&pId=294957778
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/41349_920600178_0062-00055?treeid=109001053&personid=210138488398&rc=&queryId=43204fa6-d44c-44cb-baea-95d63292a205&usePUB=true&_phsrc=cPx20642&_phstart=successSource&pId=294957778
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/41349_920600178_0062-00055?treeid=109001053&personid=210138488398&rc=&queryId=43204fa6-d44c-44cb-baea-95d63292a205&usePUB=true&_phsrc=cPx20642&_phstart=successSource&pId=294957778
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/41349_920600178_0062-00055?treeid=109001053&personid=210138488398&rc=&queryId=43204fa6-d44c-44cb-baea-95d63292a205&usePUB=true&_phsrc=cPx20642&_phstart=successSource&pId=294957778
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Harold Leon Doenitz was 1st married to Kathryn Breshanah – widowed, he married 

Kathryn’s sister Theresa Bresnahan - “Stevens Point (WI) Journal” Wednesday 12 Feb 1958 
p 8 

 

 
 

 
Sister Kathryn Agnes Bresnahan Doenitz (ca. 1880 – 1934) – this WI death record says died 

22 May 1934 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3918475%3A61483 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3918475%3A61483
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This record says died 1 Aug 1938 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/3827882:61483?tid=109001053&pid=210138488399&queryid=22e4c9f3-
1517-4e93-9269-7bdb4d5d970a&_phsrc=cPx20646&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91129513%3A61484 

 
 

 
“Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune” Tuesday 5 Jun 1934 p 6 

 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3827882:61483?tid=109001053&pid=210138488399&queryid=22e4c9f3-1517-4e93-9269-7bdb4d5d970a&_phsrc=cPx20646&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3827882:61483?tid=109001053&pid=210138488399&queryid=22e4c9f3-1517-4e93-9269-7bdb4d5d970a&_phsrc=cPx20646&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3827882:61483?tid=109001053&pid=210138488399&queryid=22e4c9f3-1517-4e93-9269-7bdb4d5d970a&_phsrc=cPx20646&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/91129513%3A61484
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Sister Erma F. Bresnahan (1893-1988) – “Fond du Lac (WI) Reporter” Friday 11 Nov 1988 p 

24 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:JYV8-WMQ 
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Sister Eva M. Bresnahan Tilson (1893-1981) – “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Saturday 18 

Feb 1922 p 4 
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“Fond du Lac (WI) Reporter” Thursday 3 Dec 1981 p 24 
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MI death record of John Charles Tilson - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/455652:60872?tid=&pid=&queryid=2161b1ca-ad49-432c-96d8-
6bb27d56de4a&_phsrc=cPx20728&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name:  Harold William Bresnahan 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Supply Co. B - private 
Serial number:  251,035 
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Entered service from:  Ripon, Fond du Lac WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Harold William Bresnahan 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. William Bresnahan, 216 Oshkosh St., Ripon WI 
Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Harold W. Bresnahan 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Anna Bresnahan, 216 Oshkosh St., Ripon WI 
(cpl, Co. B, 107th Supply Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Harold Bresnahan - b. 11 Oct 1895 Ripon WI; res: 
213 Park St., Kenosha WI. Single. Hotel clerk, D.T. (?) McOwen, Kenosha Hotel, Kenosha 
WI. Claimed exemption from draft: yes – eyes – also sick in hospital mth pneumona” – 
adds on 2nd page: “ill with pneumonia now”- short in height, medium build. Registered 4 
Jun 1917 in advance of the 5 Jun 1917 national registration day.   
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  16 - 7th St., Fond du Lac WI 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Harold William Bresnahan - b. 11 Oct 1895 Ripon 
WI; res: 954 Main St., Oshkosh, Winnebago WI. Contact Mr. L.B. Davis of same address. 
Note: Menasha B3 late due to illness. Height: 5’ 5 ½ “, 140 lbs. Registered 28 Apr 1942.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged 29 May 1919 
Address: 467 Julius St., Kenosha WI 
Rank/unit: corporal, QMC 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  11 Oct 1895 Ripon, Fond du Lac WI [WI birth record lists his name as William Herato 
Bresnahan] 
Died:  15 Jul 1968 Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac WI (at the South Hills Golf & Country Club, 
where he was employed) 
Find A Grave record: 175564951, with presence on Tuscania noted in text & flower (text 
correction in erroneous obituary that he was on the “Titanic”)  
Burial location: Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac WI   
Cemetery: Calvary Cemetery & Mausoleum 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: William Bresnahan, 12 Apr 1834 Boherbee, County Cork, Ireland – 12 Apr 1917 
Ripon, Fond du Lac WI. Surname also listed as Bornihan. 
In the 1910 census, he indicates he was married previously before marrying Anna O’Malley. 
His 1st wife was Catherine Callahan, 1836 Ireland (also from County Cork) – 1876 Ripon, 
Fond du Lac WI. She is also buried in St. Patrick Catholic Cemetery, Ripon, Fond du Lac 
WI, F: 128110696. Catherine was the mother of Martin Bresnahan. 
William is buried in St. Patrick CatholicCemetery, Ripon, Fond du Lac WI. 
Find A Grave: 128110575 
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Mother: Anna O’Malley (O’Maley/O’Malia) Bresnahan, 4 Dec 1851 NY – 3 Oct 1937 Ripon, 
Fond du Lac WI.  
Daughter of Patrick [William in her obituary] O’Malley & Mary Howley.  
Obituary: “Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” 7 Oct 1937 p 12 – Funeral 7 Oct 1937 at St. 
Joseph’s, Fond du Lac, with burial in St. Patrick Cemetery, for Mrs. Anna Bresnahan, age 
85, widow of William Bresnahan. Died 4 Oct 1937 in her Fond du Lac home. Born 4 Dec 
1851 NY, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. William O’Malley. Moved west with her parents, settling on 
a farm near Osceola WI, then moved to Ripon WI. She was married 60 years ago at St. 
Patrick’s to William Bresnahan, who died 21 years ago. Four years after his death, she 
moved to Fond du Lac. She is survived by 9 children: Martin Bresnahan (Proctor MN), Mrs. 
Frank Potter [Mary] of Ripon WI, Mrs. Alex Henderson [Julia] of Oshkosh, Harold Bresnahan 
of Oshkosh, Mrs. G.C. Pilson [more likely Eva Tilson] of Fond du Lac, and the Misses Nellie, 
Nora, Theresa [later Doenitz] & Erma Bresnahan, at home. 
Buried in St. Patrick Catholic Cemetery, Ripon, Fond du Lac WI.  
Find A Grave: 128110860 
Marriage: ca. 1877 
 
Spouse:  Marie A. Mayer Bresnahan, 3 Jul 1898 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 20 Mar 1990 
Manitowoc, Manitowoc WI.  
Daughter of John Mayer & Phillipine Buscher. 
Obituary: “Kenosha News” 22 Mar 1990 p 4 – d. age 91 in Manitowoc, former resident of 
Kenosha. Died at Manitowoc Health Care Center 20 Mar 1990. Daughter of John & 
Phillipine (Buscher) Mayer. Born 3 Jul 1898 Kenosha WI.  Worked at American Motors Corp. 
in Kenosha, where she retired as chief operator in 1975. Then worked 6 years at the 
Kenosha Elks Club. Member American Legion Auxiliary. Survived by daughter Shirley (Mrs. 
Eugene) Meyers of Appleton WI. Also “Kenosha News” 22 Mar 1990 p 32 – Funeral for Marie 
on 22 Mar at Sacred Heart Church, Manitowoc, with interment in St. George Cemetery, 
Kenosha WI.  
Buried in St. George Cemetery, Kenosha, Kenosha WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 110207207 
Marriage: 11 Aug 1920 Kenosha, Kenosha WI in St. George Catholic Church -  “Kenosha 
Evening News” 5 Apr 1920 p 3 - on 4 Apr 1920, the engagement of Miss Marie Mayer, 
daughter of Mr. & Mrs. J.J. Mayer of 703 N. Chicago St., Kenosha, to Corporal Harold 
Bresnahan, son of Mrs. William Bresnahan of Ripon WI. The wedding will occur in early fall. 
“Miss Mayer is one of Kenosha’s best known and popular young ladies.” Harold was one of 
the 1st Kenosha men to answer the call to the colors, enlisting in Co. M. He survived the 
sinking of the Tuscania. 
 
Child: 

• Shirley Ann Bresnahan Meyers, 28 Nov 1926 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 15 Aug 2016 
Manitowoc, Manitowoc WI. Wife of Eugene Theodore Meyers (1926-2007, F: 
168613888). - Wedding: “Kenosha News” 18 Oct 1947 p 3 – photo – Miss Shirley Ann 
Bresnahan, daughter of Mrs. Marie Bresnahan, 11th Ave., Kenosha [note father 
Harold not mentioned] was married 18 Oct 1947 to Eugene T. Meyers, son of Mr. & 
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Mrs. Earl M. Meyers of Racine. Obituary: “Manitowoc (WI) Herald-Times” 18 Aug 
2016 p. B8 – Shirley Meyers, age 89, d. 15 Aug 2016 in Manitowoc WI. Born 28 Nov 
1926 Kenosha WI, daughter of Harold & Marie (Mayer) Bresnahan. Married 18 Oct 
1947 to Eugene T. Meyers, who d. 14 Jul 2007. Preceded in death by parents & 
husband. Buriedl in Highland Memorial Park, Appleton, Outagamie WI, with 
husband Eugene Theodore Meyers.F: 168613792 

 
Half-sibling: by his father William Bresnahan’s marriage to Catherine Callahan 

• Martin Bresnahan, 7 Jun 1871 Ripon, Fond du Lac WI – 6 Feb 1955 Madison, Dane 
WI (University Hospital). Resident of Proctor MN in Oct 1937 when his mother died. 
Husband of Delia Reynolds (1873 Ireland – 1925 MN, F: 128111212) whom he 
married in Manhattan NY on 25 Feb 1900. – Husband of Anna Fredericke Harder 
Carter (1888 IA – 1978 WI, F: 128110287), whom he married 8 Jun 1929 in Duluth, St. 
Louis Co. MN. - Buried in St. Patrick Catholic Cemetery, Ripon, Fond du Lac WI. F: 
128852848 

 
Siblings: 

• Mary L. Bresnahan Potter, 25 Nov 1877 Ripon, Fond du Lac WI – 11 Apr 1959 Ripon, 
Fond du Lac WI. Wife of Frank J. Potter (1866-1947, F: 75674248)), whom she 
married 27 Jan 1897 in Ripon, Fond du Lac Co. WI.  Resident of Ripon WI in Oct 1937 
when her mother died. Her surviving sisters are listed as Nellie, Nora, Erma, 
Theresa, Eva & Julia. Buried in Loper Cemetery, Ripon, Fond du Lac WI. F: 75674249 

• Julia Bresnahan Henderson, 20 Dec 1879 Ripon, Fond du Lac WI – 30 Oct 1978 Fond 
du Lac Co. WI or New London, Outagamie WI. Wife of Alexander Henderson (1871-
1937, F: 148629629), whom she married 18 Nov 1903 in Fond du Lac Co. WI. Buried 
in St. Patrick Catholic Cemetery, Ripon, Fond du Lac WI.  F: 148629740 

• Nellie Ellen Elizabeth Bresnahan, 11 Jun 1881 Ripon, Fond du Lac WI – 13 Jun 1964 
Fond du Lac Co. WI. Listed by Social Security in Aug 1943 & in the 1944 Fond du Lac 
WI city directory & in sister Mary’s Apr 1959 obituary. Age 26 in 1910 census. 
Resident of Ripon WI in Oct 1937 when her mother died. – In the 1940 census for 
Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac WI, Nellie Bresnahan, 54 WI, single, resided with her 
sister at 263 – 6th St. - Nellie may be a nickname; her name appears to be Ellen 
Elizabeth. Buried in Calvary Cemetery & Mausoleum, Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac WI. 
Billion Graves #17116527 

• Annabelle Bresnahan Arnold, 25 May 1884 Ripon, Fond du Lac WI – 16 May 1936 
Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac WI. Wife of Clark Arnold (1883-1969, F: 97982921) whom 
she married 20 Dec 1907 in Fond du Lac Co. WI. Buried in Calvary Cemetery & 
Mausoleum, Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac WI. F: 97982916 

• Nora M. Bresnahan, 25 Apr 1887 Ripon, Fond du Lac WI – 29 Oct 1969 Fond du Lac, 
Fond du Lac WI. Age 23 in 1910 census. Miss Nora was living with her sister, Mrs. 
Teresa Doenitz, when she died. Buried in Calvary Cemetery & Mausoleum, Fond du 
Lac, Fond du Lac WI. F: 192072917 
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• Theresa (Teresa) Agatha Bresnahan Doenitz, 10 Jun 1890 Ripon, Fond du Lac WI – 
18 Jan 1988 Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac WI. Age 22 in 1910 census. Wife of Harold 
Leon Doenitz (17 Apr 1897 Plainfield, Waushara WI – 11 Feb 1958 Fond du Lac, Fond 
du Lac WI), the son of William E. Doenitz (1869 Germany – 1943, F: 74721665) & 
Selma E. Yohn (1874-1955, F: 74721664). Harold was the widower of her sister, 
Kathryn/Katherine Bresnahan, who died in 1934.  Theresa & Harold married 1 Aug 
1940 in Fond du lac, Fond du Lac WI. - Obituary, the widower of her sister Kathryn. 
“Fond du Lac Commonwealth Reporter” 20 Jan 1988 p 20 – Mrs. Theresa Doenitz, 
age 97, d. 18 Jan 1988 in Americana Healthcare Center. Born 10 Jun 1890 in Ripon 
to William & Anna (O’Malley) Bresnahan. Wife of Harold Leon Doenitz. Survived by 1 
sister: Miss Erma Bresnahan of Fond du Lac. Preceded in death by 7 sisters & 2 
brothers. Buried in Calvary Cemetery, Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac WI.   

• Kathryn/Katheryn/Katherine (Katie) Agnes Bresnahan Doenitz, ca. 1880 (1910 
census) WI - 22 May 1934 Fond du Lac Co. WI. Age 20 in 1910 census. Married 
Harold Leon Doenitz in Aug 1927 in Fond du Lac Co. WI. Following her death, Harold 
lived with her sisters in Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac WI & then married Kathryn’s sister 
Theresa Bresnahan. On 17 Sep 2024, her Find A Grave record read “Katherine 
Brennthan Doentz.” She is buried in Rienzi Cemetery, Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac WI. 
F: 72985806 

• Erma (Irma) F. Bresnahan, twin of Eva N., 5 Oct 1893 Ripon, Fond du Lac WI [her twin 
Eva’s obituary gives birth date of 5 Oct 1893 while Erma’s lists 5 Nov 1893; Erma’s WI 
birth record reads 5 Oct 1893 so Find A Grave as of 17 Sep 2024 is incorrect] – 10 Nov 
1988 Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac WI. Age 16 in 1910 census. Obituary: “Fond du Lac 
Commonwealth Reporter” 13 Nov 1988 p 2 – Miss Erma F. Bresnahan, age 95, died 10 
Nov 1988 at Americana Healthcare Center. She was born 5 Nov 1893 to William & Anna 
(O’Malley) Bresnahan. Preceded in death by 8 sisters & 2 brothers. Buried in Calvary 
Cemetery, Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac WI. 
• Eva M. N. Bresnahan Tilson, twin of Erma F., 5 Oct 1893 Ripon, Fond du Lac WI [her 

twin Erma’s obituary gives birth date of 5 Nov 1893]– 2 Dec 1981 Fond du Lac, Fond 
du Lac WI. Age 16 in 1910 census. Wife of John Charles Tilson (1 Aug 1885 Charles 
City IA – 9 Feb 1945 Detroit, Wayne MI, body returned to Fond du Lac WI. Listed as 
Mrs. G.C. PILSON in her mother’s Oct 1937 obituary. When John Charles Tilson 
registered for the WWII draft on 24 Apr 1942, he lived in the Savarine Hotel, Detroit 
MI & was employed at the US Naval Ordnance Plant, Centerline MI. His next-of-kin 
was Eva M. Tilson, 352 – 8th St., Fond du Lac WI. - Eva’s obituary: “Fond du Lac 
Commonwealth Reporter” 3 Dec 1981 p 24 – Mrs. Eva Tilson, age 88, d. 2 Dec 1981 
at Americana Healthcare Center. Born 5 Oct 1893 Ripon WI, daughter of William & 
Anna (O’Malley) Bresnahan. Married 15 Feb 1922 to John C. Tilson in Ripon WI; he 
died 9 Feb 1945. Survived by 2 sisters: Mrs. Theresa Doenitz & her twin, Miss Erma 
Bresnahan. Preceded in death by 2 brothers & 7 sisters. Buried in Calvary Cemetery, 
Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac WI. 

 
Who? 
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• Minnie Parr, resident of Ripon WI in 1955, listed as surviving sister of Martin 
Bresnahan. Unable to trace. 

 
Notes: 
Family tree at: https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/GXB7-QRY 
 
Family tree of half-brother Martin Bresnahan at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/167302341/person/132175281378/facts 
 
1940 Fond du Lac WI city directory – all residents of 263 – 6th 
Bresnahan 
Erma, saleswoman, Hill Bros. Dry Goods Co 
Nellie 
Nora 
Teresa, saleswoman, Wm. A. O’Brien Co. 
 
1942 Fond du Lac WI city directory – all residents of 263 – 6th 
Bresnahan 
Erma F., saleswoman, Hills Bros. Dry Goods 
Nellie E. 
Nora M. 
 
1944 Fond du Lac WI city directory – all residents of 263 – 6th 
Bresnahan 
Erma F., saleswoman, Hills Bros. Dry Goods Co. 
Nellie E. 
Nora 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
“Oshkosh Northwestern” 20 Jan 1940 p 4 – Harold Bresnahan was sentenced to 1 to 3 
years at the State Prison in Waupun this morning. Age 45. On 8 Jan 1940 forged the name of 
his employer, W.G. Dodd, on a $30 check. Earlier this week he applied for parole; it was 
denied. Harold admitted he forged checks on a number of occasions but always made 
them good. He is divorced & the father of 1 child. He has lived in Fond du Lac & New 
London. In Oshkosh, he resided at 708 Mount Vernon St. 
 
“Oshkosh Northwestern” 7 Jun 1943 p 5 – Harold Bresnahan, age 47, a resident of the 
Milner Hotel, pled guilty in Municipal Court on 7 Jun 1943 to a charge of grand larceny. He 
stole $75 from Mrs. Viola Sprague, proprietor of the Blue Front Tavern on High Street, 
where he is employed as a bartender. He said he was intoxicated 2 Jun when he stole the 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/details/GXB7-QRY
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money. He went to Milwaukee where he spent all but $16, returning to Oshkosh 5 Jun 
where he was arrested at Main & High streets on his way to the tavern. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 391-05-6275 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 WI state census – Ripon, Fond du Lac WI – conducted 1 Jun 1880 
William Borsnihan [sic], 42 Ireland, father b. Ireland, farmer 
Anna, 28 NY, father b. Ireland, keeping house 
Martin, 9 WI 
Mary Sawn (?), 2 WI 
Julia, 5 months WI 
 
1905 WI state census – Ripon, Fond du Lac WI 
William Bresnahan, 69 Ireland, father b. Ireland, retired 
Annie, 53 NY, father b. Ireland 
Nellie, 24 WI 
Nora M., 18 WI, machine operator 
Teresa G., 17 WI, student 
Kathryn A., 15 WI, student 
Erma F., 11 WI, student 
Eva M., 11 WI 
Harold, 9 WI 
 
1910 Ripon, Fond du Lac WI – Oshkosh Street 
William Bresnaham [sic], 75 Ireland, parents b. Ireland, in 2nd marriage, married 34 years, 
emigrated 1858, naturalized, farmer, truck farm 
Anna, 60 NY, parents b. Ireland, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 10 children, 9 are living 
Nellie E., 26 WI, knitter, knitting factory 
Nora M., 23 WI, teacher, public school 
Teresa A., 22 WI, stenographer, land office 
Katie A., 20 WI, teacher, public school 
Erma F., 16 WI 
Eva N., 16 WI 
Harold W., 13 WI 
 
1930 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 7311 – 10th Ave. (rented) 
Harold Bresnahan, 35 WI, parents b. WI, age 25 at 1st marriage, commercial salesman, 
WWI veteran 
Marrie, 31 WI, parents b. WI, age 21 at 1st marriage 
Shirley Ann, 3 WI 
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Francis Kruger, 24 MN, parents b. MN, single, nurse, private home [lodger – female] 
 
1940 Waupun, Dodge WI – Wisconsin State Prison 
Harold Bresnahan, 44 WI, divorced, inmate 25369 – resident of Oshkosh, Winnebago WI in 
1935 
 
1940 Kenosha, Kenosha WI – 25th Ave. – same place in 1935 [misindexed as Mariel & 
Mariah] 
Marie A. Bresnahan, 41 WI, divorced, switch board operator, automobile factory 
Shirley Ann, 13 WI 
 
1940 Fond du Lac, Fond du Lac WI – 263 – 6th St. 
Emma Bresnahan, 45 WI, single, saleslady, retail department store [head of household] 
Thresa Bresnahan, 50 WI, single, saleslady, retail department store [sister] 
Nora Bresnahan, 52 WI, single 
Nellie Bresnahan, 54 WI, single 
Harold Doenitz, 42 WI, widowed, millwright, steam railroad [brother-in-law] 
Harold Doenitz was the widower of the women’s sister, Kathryn Bresnahan. He then 
marries Theresa Bresnahan.  
 
1950 cannot locate 
 
 


