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One of the Baraboo 21 
  Bray, James Francis 

1896 WI – 1959 WI 
 
 
 

 
James Francis Bray 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Tuesday 5 Feb 1935 p 6 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/868615823/ 
James is then the president of the National Tuscania Survivors Association 

 
 

 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/868615823/
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James Francis Bray is 2nd from the right in the front row (light-colored suit) – “Madison (WI) 

Capital Times” 4 Feb 1949 p 12 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Friday 10 Apr 1959 p 5 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Friday 10 Apr 1959 p 14 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/788795%3A2375 

 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-

HXCF?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP82-
H2ZL&action=view 

 
 

Letter home written 13 Feb 1918 from England: 
Headquarters 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/788795%3A2375
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American Rest Camp in England 
Winchester Feb 13 1918 
 
Dear Folks: 
 
Just a line to say hello and to say I am well and fine. Of course it seems kind of funny to be with out our 
clothing and things we brought from America. For we lost everything even money and etc. All I had on was a 
shirt and breeches and shoes. I dont know when we will receive any money but the American Y.M.C.A. has 
made it possible to get money from your home banks. So I guess we will have to do it today. It is a from 
[sic/form] of check. And Lieut. Stewart goes good for it. We won’t need very much but it is impossible to get 
along with out some to buy soap, razor and things like that. I dont know if the Bank will say something to you 
about it, but if they do you will know what it is (Bank of Baraboo) 
 
The weather is fine here just now only we get a little rain now and then. The Red Cross is doing fine work hear 
[sic] and so are the K of C and Y.M.C.A. There is a priest hear [sic] at camp and church every day. It sure is 
fine. 
 
How are your people at home? I sure hope you are well. Do you remember the fellow there called Hutchins or 
Grandma in Hdqs. [Otis Hutchins] He sleep beside the tall slim fellow. He had a cola when you were down. 
Well, the poor fellow is dead or at least he can not be found. The Supply Train lost 14 men. That’s not bad 
considering to number a  men in the Sup Train. Of course it’s bad enough. 
 
The people of Irland [sic] were sure very fine to us fellows. We stayed in Irland [sic] about five days. Now we 
are in England and will stay hear [sic] for some time I beleive [sic]. Hows [sic] Martin and Bob? Give them my 
regards. The Baraboo boys are fine. We eat hole [sic] wheat bread hear [sic] altogether. I sure do like it and 
could eat it all day. The English boys dont like it. 
 
Hows Grandma? It seems funny not to hear from any one, but I guess we will in a few weeks. The fellows that 
got hear [sic] Christmas hasnt received any as yet. Did you get our cable message sent to Nick Straus? 
 
And did you get my things out of Kiers truck? [Wayland Kier is another Baraboo men on board.]You can guess 
where my trunk is. The fish is using it now for a winter home. I may get that package of yours some day and it 
will come in handy. 
 
Well I guess I will close for this time and will write again soon. Don’t worry about me for I will be alright. 
 
Your Loving Son, 
Jim 
 
P.S. Write once in awhile and I will do likewise. Love to you all. 

 
Life: 
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“Fennimore (WI) Times” Wednesday 29 Aug 1906 p 8 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Friday 16 Jun 1911 p 2 
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“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 11 Jan 1912 p 11 

 
 
 
 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Friday 5 Mar 1915 p 4 
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“Baraboo (WI) Weekly News” Thusday 12 Jul 1917 p 3 
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“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 23 Aug 1917 p 6 
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Casualty count was 215 – “Baraboo (WI) Weekly News” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Monday 4 Mar 1918 p 8 
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“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 7 Mar 1918 p 9 
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“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 14 Mar 1918 p 10 

 
 
 



18 
 

 
“Baraboo (WI) Weekly News” Thursday 15 Aug 1918 p 4 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Saturday 7 Sep 1918 p 4 
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Excerpt: 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Tuesday 10 Sep 1918 p 1 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 6 Feb 1919 p 2 
 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Saturday 19 Apr 1919 p 1 

 
 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 22 May 1919 p 8 
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“Baraboo (WI) Weekly News” Thursday 5 Jun 1919 p 3 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 3 Jul 1919 p 6 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Wednesday 30 Jun 1920 p 5 

 
 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Tuesday 21 Sep 1920 p 2 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Wednesday 15 Dec 1920 p 8 
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“Baraboo (WI) Weekly News” Thursday 28 Jul 1921 p 6 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Saturday 12 Nov 1921 p 8 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Wednesday 28 Jun 1922 p 8 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) Weekly News” Thursday 27 Jul 1922 p 8 

 

 
“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Saturday 12 Jan 1924 p 1 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Tuesday 10 Nov 1925 p 1 

 

 
“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Friday 24 Dec 1925 p 20 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Monday 3 Jan 1927 p 11 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Monday 3 Jan 1927 p 1 & p 4 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Friday 16 Dec 1927 p 20 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” Saturday 4 Feb 1928 p 7 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Monday 4 Feb 1929 p 10 

 

 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Thursday 17 Oct 1929 p 18 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Tuesday 28 Jan 1930 p 1 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Saturday 7 Feb 1931 p 1 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Wednesday 25 Nov 1931 p 7 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Friday 5 Feb 1932 p 1 
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James, father Dennis F. Bray, mother Loretta Conway Brag, sister Edna Braun Kaiser – 

death of James’s maternal grandmother – “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 17 Mar 
1932 p 4 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” left: Wednesday 18 Oct 1933 p 1 and right: Monday 18 Dec 

1933 p 4 
 

  
Left: “Waukesha (WI) County Freeman” Tusday 6 Feb 1934 p 10 and right: “Wausau (WI) 

Daily Herald” Tuesday 6 Feb 1934 p 6 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Wednesday 19 Dec 1934 p 6 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Wednesday 19 Dec 1934 p 6 

 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/517924570/ 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” Friday 25 Jan 1935 p 9 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” Friday 25 Jan 1935 p 9 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Tuesday 5 Feb 1935 p 1 & continued on page 7 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Tuesday 5 Feb 1935 p 1 
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Excerpts – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Wednesday 6 Feb 1935 p 9 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Friday 6 Feb 1935 p 4 
 

 
‘Madison (WI) Capital Times” Monday 9 Feb 1942 p 2 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Tuesday 10 Feb 1942 p 4 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” Sunday 7 Feb 1943 p 11 
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“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Friday 4 Feb 1944 p 9 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 12 Apr 1945 p 4 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Tuesday 27 Aug 1946 p 4 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Friday 5 Feb 1954 p 1 & p 2 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Monday 23 May 1955 p 4 

 
 

Wife Edna A. Zimmerman 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic Thursday 21 Nov 1985 p 5 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/175096:61482?tid=&pid=&queryid=25b957ce-e419-4751-8282-
f7ad50fdbac2&_phsrc=cPx20575&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Saturday 3 Jun 1922 p 1 
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“Baraboo (WI) Weekly News” Thursday 15 Jun 1922 p 2 
 

 
“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Tuesday 10  
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 12 Oct 1950 p 4 

 
 
 

Children 
 



60 
 

 
Son James Conway Bray (1924-1990) – “Baraboo (WI) News-Republic” Wednesday 3 Jan 

1990 p 2 
 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Wednesday 22 Oct 1924 p 5 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Monday 31 Jan 1944 p 4 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Tuesday 10 Feb 1948 p 4 

 
 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Wednesday 23 Aug 1950 p 4 
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Obituary of Nancie Miller Bray – “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Friday 25 Nov 2005 p 18 
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Daughter Mary Jane Bray Shaheen (1924-    ) “Madison (WI) Capital Times” Monday 14 Jun 

1954 p 8 
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Mary Jane Bray at far left – “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Friday 8 May 1949 p 1 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Saturday 25 Nov 1950 p 4 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Thursday 19 Apr 1934 p 10 
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“Tampico (IL) Tornado” Thursday 1 Jul 1954 p 1 

 

 
“Chicago Tribune” Thursday 1 Jul 1954 p 38 
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“Tampico (IL) Tornado” Thursday 1 Jul 1954 p 3 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Monday 28 Jun 1954 p 4 
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“Chicago Tribune” Thursday 13 Apr 1995 p 259 

 



72 
 

 
“Chicago Tribune” Tuesday 5 Dec 2006 p 3-10 
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“Freeport (IL) Journal-Standard” Wednesday 14 Dec 1960 p 1 

 
Father: 
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“Fennimore (WI) Times” Wednesday 23 Mar 1904 p t 

 

 
“Fennimore (WI) Times” Wednesday 6 Apr 1904 p 12 

 

 
“Fennimore (WI) Times” Wednesday 3 Aug 1904 p 7 
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“Fennimore (WI) Times” Wednesday 1 Jul 1908 p 2 

 

 
“Fennimore (WI) Times” Wednesday 30 Sep 1908 p 8 
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“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 3 Dec 1914 p 7 

 
 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 11 Feb 1937 p 4 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Monday15 Feb 1937 p 1 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Wednesday 17 Feb 1937 p 5 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/448586:6944?tid=7408897&pid=352273986376&queryid=534540ec-2148-
4fbb-89b0-09956f18155e&_phsrc=cPx20528&_phstart=successSource 

 
Mother: 
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Mother Loretta Conway Bray – “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Wednesday 9 Jan1946 p 4 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1887423:61484?tid=7408897&pid=352273986376&queryid=d93e8bc8-

2cd0-4a35-95e2-db1e7687d665&_phsrc=cPx20530&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 

Sibling: 
 

 
Sister Edna Ellen Bray Kaiser Ross (1899-1990) Excerpt – “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” 

Thursday 12 Jun 1913 p 8 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/91813:4750?tid=7408897&pid=352273986715&queryid=d619459c-ff1f-

4d9a-8a6d-0b09d779ea65&_phsrc=cPx20537&_phstart=successSource 
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“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 30 May 1918 p 7 
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“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 8 Jul 1920 p 2 

 

 
Edna Bray Kaiser - “Madison (WI) Capital Times” Tuesday 28 Jun 1928 p 23 

 
Jan 1924 p 5 
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“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 10 Jun 1924 p 3 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 9 Jul 1931 p 4 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Wednesday 11 Aug 1937 p 1 
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“Oshkosh (WI) Northwestern” Wednesday 11 Aug 1937 p 4 
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Note her son Donald Kaiser is now Donald Ross – “Waukesha County Freeman” 

(Waukesha WI) Thursday 13 Dec 1990 p 5 
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“Waukesha County Freeman” (Waukesha WI) Tuesday 5 Mar 1991 p 5 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

Name:  James Francis Bray 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Eng. HQ (1938 NTSA record lists 107th Supply Train) - corporal 
Serial number:  250,918 
Entered service from:  Baraboo, Sauk Wi 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: James F. Bray 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Loretta Bray, 402 Ash St., Baraboo WI 
Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: James F. Bray 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Loretta Bray, 422 - 2nd St., Baraboo WI (cpl, 
HQ Co., 107th Supply Train) 
World War I draft registration (1917): signed James Francis Bray, top line on form appears 
to read James Franecas Bray - b. 10 May 1896 Madison WI; res: 402 Ash, Baraboo, Sauk WI. 
Single. Shoe clerk, M.H. Schey, Baraboo WI. Medium height, slender build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  1939 NTSA & 1955 WI Survivors: 126 
- 8th Ave., Baraboo WI. Served as president 1934-1935. 
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World War II draft registration (1942): as James Francis Bray - b. 10 Mar 1896 Madison WI; 
res: 126 – 8th St., Baraboo, Sauk WI. NOK wife Edna Bray, same address. Employed by New 
York Life Insurance Co., NY, NY, at Baraboo WI, Height: 5’9” – 170 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged 29 May 1919 
Address: 502 – 4th St., Baraboo WI 
Rank/unit: corporal 1st, HQ Co., 107th Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  10 May 1896 (WWI draft) or 10 Mar 1896 (Find A Grave record) Madison, Dane WI 
Died:  10 Apr 1959 Baraboo, Sauk WI (in a hospital) 
Find A Grave record: 118646358, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Baraboo, Sauk WI 
Cemetery: St. Joseph Catholic 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Wisconsin Cpl HQ Co 107 Supply Train WWI 
 
Father: Dennis F. (D.F.) Bray, 2 Jun 1863 (obituary) or 1864 (Find A Grave) or Jun 1866 (1900 
census) LaValle, Sauk WI - 15 Feb 1937 Baraboo, Sauk WI at age 73. Sometimes listed as 
F.D. Bray.  
Son of Daniel Bray & Ellen Thompson. 
Obituary: “Madison (WI) Capital Times” 16 Feb 1937 p 6 – Dennis F. Bray, age 73, d. 15 Feb 
1937 at his home in Baraboo WI. Was critically ill for 1 week following a stroke. A Baraboo 
resident for 31 years. Before that lived in Lancaster & Madison. Came to Baraboo as a 
wrecker foreman for the North Western railroad. Retired from the railroad 9 years ago after 
30 years of service. Born in LaValle WI 2 Jun 1863 & spent his boyhood there. Married 
Lauretta Conway of Hillsboro WI at Union Center on 18 Sep 1894. Survived by his widow, 
son James F. Bray of Baraboo & daughter Mrs. E.W. Kaiser of Wauwatosa. 
Buried in St. Joseph’s Catholic Cemetery, Baraboo, Sauk WI. 
Find A Grave: 215012976 
 
Mother: Loretta/Lauretta Conway Bray, Jun 1875 Greenwood, Clark WI - 8 Jan 1946 
Wauwatosa, Milwaukee WI at age 72.  
Daughter of Owen P. Conway (1836-1881) & Catherine (Kate) Lynch (1850-1932).  
Obituary: “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 10 Jan 1946 p 8 – Mrs. Dennis Bray, age 
72, formerly of Baraboo, d. 8 Jan 1946 at the home of her daughter Mrs. William R. Ross in 
Wauwatosa. Burial in St. Joseph Cemetery (where James is buried). Spent most of her life 
in Baraboo WI. Survived by daughter Mrs. William R. Ross & son James F. Bray (Baraboo), 2 
sisters & brother James Conway (Hillsboro WI).  
Buried in St. Joseph’s Catholic Cemetery, Baraboo, Sauk WI. 
Find A Grave: 215012960 
Parents’ marriage: 24 Sep 1894 Union Center, Juneau WI 
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Spouse:  Edna A. Zimmerman Bray, 1 Mar 1896 Taylor Co. WI (Mar 1896 in 1900 census) – 
19 Nov 1985 Madison, Dane WI (in St. Mary’s Hospital).   
Daughter of William (Wilhelm) Zimmerman (Zimmermann) (1860 Germany – 1933, F: 
263223721) & Minnie (Wilhelmine) Pagel/Pagle (1870 Germany – 1957 WI, F: 263223688).  
In 1900 census, Edna, b. Mar 1896 WI, living with parents William (40 Germany, Feb 1860) 
& Minnie (30 Germany, Nov 1870) in Medford, Taylor WI.  
In 1910 census, age 14, in McHenry Co. ND with parents William F. (50 Germany) & Minnie 
(38 Germany).  
In 1920 census, age 24, resident of Medford, Taylor WI, teacher in public school, with 
mother Minnie, age 45 Germany, widowed & 5 siblings. Brother Benjamin Joseph 
Zimmerman’s obituary (“Cedar Rapids [IA] Gazette 20 Nov 1978 p 3 ) gives his birth in 
Bedford WI 17 Apr 1895 with death 19 Nov 1978 in Cedar Rapids IA. Believe she is the Edna 
Zimmerman b. 1 Mar 1896 WI  & d. 19 Nov 1985 in a Madison hospital, a resident of Sauk 
City, Sauk WI. The birth of a “Paulina Zimmerman” to William & Minnie is recorded in WI 
births as occurring 8 Mar 1896 in Medford, Taylor WI. 
Her tombstone is inscribed E.A.Z. Bray. Buried in St. Joseph’s Catholic Cemetery, Baraboo, 
Sauk WI. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 214994646 
Marriage: “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 16 Jun 1922 p 16 – James Bray & Miss 
Edna Zimmerman of Medford were married in the Catholic church on 14 Jun 1922. The 
bride has been a teacher in the schools here for several years. The groom is a partner in the 
Schey Shoe Co. & a Tuscania survivor. The couple will reside on 4th St. 
 
Children: 

• James Conway Bray, 21 Oct 1924 Baraboo, Sauk WI - 2 Jan 1990 Baraboo, Sauk WI. 
Served in WWII & Korea. Obituary: “Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 3 Jan 
1990 p 21 – James C. Bray, 65, d. 2 Jan 1990 at his home on Elizabeth St. in Baraboo. 
Born 21 Oct 1924 in Baraboo, where he lived most of his life. Employed by Sauk 
County Sheriff’s Department for many years. Veteran of WWII & Korean War. 
Survived by wife Nancie & sister Jane (Ray) Shaheen of Highland Park IL. – Husband 
of Nancie Miller (4 Feb 1938 Ladysmith, Rusk WI – 22 Nov 2005 Janesville, Rock WI), 
the daughter of John Abram Miller (1899-1975, F: 122082268) & Fannie Irene 
Presher (1909-2003, F: 122082241). James and Nancie married 8 Sep 1962 in 
Ladysmith, Rusk WI.  

• Mary Jane Bray Shaheen, 17 Nov 1928 Baraboo, Sauk WI – Apr 1995 IL. Usually 
known as Jane. Graduate of Baraboo WI High School & the University of Wisconsin. 
Wife of Raymond Shaheen, whom she married 26 Jun 1954 in Cook Co. IL in the 
“Country Church in the City” (Granville Avenue Methodist Church). Raymond 
Shaheen (8 Feb 1918 Deer Grove IL – 2 Dec 2006 FL) was the son of Michael 
Shaheen (1888-1960, F: 127996212) & Sadie Saied (1894-1977, F: 127996227); both 
his parents were born in Lebanon. Raymond’s sister Ruth Shaheen (1921-2017, F: 
205212248) was married for 75 years to TV personality (news anchor, game show 
host, TV show host, broadcaster, ) Hugh Downs (1921-2020, F: 212153978)..  
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Sibling: 
• Edna Ellen Bray Kaiser Ross, 10 Jun 1899 (1900 census) or 1900 (tombstone) Dane 

Co. WI – 12 Dec 1990 Waukesha Co. WI birth record lists birth as 10 Jun 1889, so 
her tombstone inscription is incorrect. - Listed as Mrs. E.W. Kaiser of Wauwatosa 
WI in Feb 1937 when her father dies & as Mrs. William R. Ross of Wauwatosa in Jan 
1946 when her mother dies. - Married Erwin William (also Irwin) Kaiser (1900 MD – 
1979 WI, F: 79256310 )on 9 Jun 1924 in Baraboo, Sauk WI at the parsonage of St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church. “Wisconsin State Journal” 4 Oct 1925 p 9 – Daughter 
Betty Jane born 30 Sep 1925 to Mr. & Mrs. Irwin Kayser of Milwaukee. Betty’s mother 
is the former Edna Bray, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. F.D. Bray. “Madison Capital Times” 
10 Jun 1924 p 5 – Miss Elna E. Bray, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. D.F. Bray, 433 Second 
St., Baraboo WI, married Irwin W. Kaiser, son of Mr. & Mrs. O. Kaiser of Milwaukee, 
on 9 Jun 1924 in St. Joseph’s parsonage. The couple will live in Milwaukee. – Edna & 
Erwin divorced 11 Aug 1937. News carried in several WI newspapers, including 
“Madison Capital Times” 11 Aug 1937 p 1 – Mrs. Edna B. Kaiser, 38, Wauwatosa WI, 
was granted a divorce from Erwin W. Kaiser, 37, vice president of the 1st National 
Bank of Wauwatosa, today. She charged her husband with cruel & inhumane 
treatment. He called her a dumbbell & jackass, and exhibited an “indifferent, sullen 
and superior attitude to her.” She receives $16,000 in cash & real estate, household 
furniture, $100 per month for support of their two minor children, Betty Jean (11) & 
Donald (6) with custody awarded to her & visitation rights to father, with Erwin 
carrying life insurance on the children until each reaches 21 years of age. The 
couple were married 19 [9] Jun 1924 in Baraboo & separated on 10 Mar 1937. She 
said she was born in Madison & a former resident of Baraboo. [Another newspaper 
reports he struck her.] – Married to William R. (“Bud”) Ross (1896-1991, F: 
214822155). Buried in St. Joseph’s Catholic Cemetery, Baraboo, Sauk WI. F: 
214822177  

 
Notes: James Bray’s wife and his sister are both named Edna, so avoid confusing the two. 
 
There is another James F. Bray residing in Wisconsin, in Sheboygan, at the same time as 
James of Baraboo. 
 
Wartime: 
Post-war: 
 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) 4 Feb 1944 p 9 - Baraboo 21 reunion on 5 Feb is 26 
years after the sinking, now fathers of sons in service, or themselves working behind the 
lines for war – James has son in military 
 
Obituary: 
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“Madison Capital Times” (WI) 10 Apr 1959 p 14 – James Bray, survived by wife, the former 
Edna Zimmerman of Medford WI, son James Bray, Jr. of Baraboo [not a junior] & daughter 
Mrs. Jane Shaheen (North Brook IL) & sister Mrs. Edna Ross, Wauwatosa WI. 
 
"Madison Capital Times” [WI] 11 Apr 1959 p 3 - age 63, well-known Baraboo businessman, 
NY Life Insurance Co. agent about 20 years, before that partner in Bray & Schey and Bray & 
Stewart shoe stores, b. Madison, WWI vet, president NTSA, funeral 14 Apr 1959 at St. 
Joseph’s.  
Social Security Number: 
 
Veteran headstone application lists wife as Mrs. Edna Bray of 126 – 8th Ave., Baraboo WI 
 
Social Security Number: 398-12-2086 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Montfort, Grant WI - conducted 1 Jun 1900 
Daniel or Dannis or Dennis Bray, 33 WI, Jun 1866, parents b. Ireland, married 5 years, 
railroad car repairer 
Lena E., 24 WI, Jun 1875, parents b. Ireland, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
James F., 4 WI, Mar 1896 
Edna E., 11 months, Jun 1899 
 
1905 WI state census – Lancaster, Grant WI 
Dennis Bray, 36 WI, parents b. Ireland, car repairer [i.e. railroad car] 
Etla, 30 WI, father b. Ireland, mother b. WI 
James F., 9 WI 
Etna [or Edna] H., 6 WI 
 
1910 Baraboo, Sauk WI – house #402, street not listed 
Denis F. Bray, 42 WI, parents b. Ireland, in 1st marriage, married 14 years, wrecker foreman, 
railroad 
Loreta, 32 WI, parents b. WI, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
James F., 13 WI 
Edna E., 11 WI 
 
1920 Baraboo, Sauk WI – 433 Second St. 
Dennis F. Bray, 50 WI, parents b. Ireland, wrecker foreman, railroad 
Loretta, 43 WI, parents b. Ireland 
James F., 23 WI, salesman, shoe store, single 
 
1930 Baraboo, Sauk WI – 510 Second St. – rented – conducted 7 Apr 1930 
James F. Bray, 34 WI, parents b. WI, age 24 at 1st marriage, retail merchant, shoes, WWI 
veteran 



96 
 

Edna, 34 WI, parents b. WI, age 24 at 1st marriage 
James F. Jr., 5 WI 
Jane, 4 months WI 
 
1940 Baraboo, Sauk WI – same house in 1935 – owns house – house #320 
James Bray, 44 WI, salesman, insurance 
Edna, 44 WI 
James, 15 WI 
Jane, 11 WI 
 
1950 Baraboo, Sauk WI – 126 – 8th 
James F. Bray, 54 WI, sales agent, insurance 
Edna, 54 WI 
 
 


