
1 
 

TUSCANIA 

 

Ballentine, Charles Nelson 
1886 MI – 1938 FL 

 

 

 

 
University of Michigan 1909 yearbook - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/31916_b032610-
00079?pId=13191582 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/31916_b032610-00079?pId=13191582
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/31916_b032610-00079?pId=13191582
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Obituary of Charles Nelson Ballentine, who was NOT on the Lusitania – “Port Huron (MI) 

Times Herald” Monday 25 Jul 1938 p 1 
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Obituary of Charles Nelson Ballentine – “Detroit (MI) Free Press” Thursday 28 Jul 1938 p 16 

 
 



4 
 

 
“Port Huron (MI) Herald Times” Friday 29 Jul 1938 p 7 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/209426065/ 
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Charles Nelson Ballentine - “Port Huron (MI) Times-Herald” Friday 16 Nov 1917 p 1 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/208821346/ 
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Charles Nelson Ballentine – “Detroit Free Press” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 3 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/118576347/ 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-HS2T-

N?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8H-
WQ64&action=view 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/G7W8-1L3 

MI Census of WWI Veterans: inducted 11 May 1917 Ft. Sheridan, Lake IL, resident of Port 
Huron, St. Clair MI. Co. 7, 107th Engineers, 32nd Division. Captain. Son of Albert R. & Jennie 
L. Ballentine. 
 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-HS2T-N?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8H-WQ64&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-HS2T-N?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8H-WQ64&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-HS2T-N?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8H-WQ64&action=view
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University of Michigan 1923 list, Class of 1910 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2207/images/32217_632606_1393-
00350?pId=1346142 

 
 

Life: 
 
 

 
“Port Huron (MI) Times Herald” Tuesday 6 Sep 1904 p 5 
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“Port Huron (MI) Daily Herald” Wednesday 7 Sep 1904 p 3 
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“Port Huron (MI) Times Herald” Friday 9 Sep 1904 p 6 
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“Port Huron (MI) Daily Herald” Thursday 2 Mar 1905 p 3 

 

 
Yale High School, not University – “Port Huron (MI) Daily Herald” Monday 10 Apr 1905 p 7 
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“Port Huron (MI) Times Herald” Friday 23 Oct 1908 p 5 

 
 

 
“Port Huron (MI) Times Herald” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/209748705/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/209748705/
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“Port Huron (MI) Daily Herald” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 4 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/209748735/ 
 
 
 



14 
 

 



15 
 

  
“Port Huron (MI) Times-Herald” Friday - 15 Mar 1918 p 5 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/209749357/?terms=tuscania&match=1 
 

Father: 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/209749357/?terms=tuscania&match=1
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MI death record of father Albert Reid Ballentine - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355020-
01635?pId=1549171 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355020-01635?pId=1549171
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355020-01635?pId=1549171
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“Port Huron (MI) Times-Herald” Tuesday 22 Jan 1929 p 1 & p 14 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/209891982/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/209891982/
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“Port Huron (MI) Times Herald” Wednesday 30 Jan 1929 p 1 

 
 
 

Mother: 
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Obituary of Janie Lynette Nelson Ballentine – published in the “Kalamazoo (MI) Daily 

Telegraph” 11 Jan 1888 p 7 – Find A Grave 84836879 
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Obituary of mother – “Port Huron (MI) Times Herald” Monday 9 Jan 1888 p 2 

 
 
 

Sibling: 
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“Port Huron (MI) Times Herald” Sunday 25 Apr 1937 p 7 
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Marriage of brother James Macallan Ballentine to Jean Virginia Birck 30 Jul 1932 – “Port 

Huron (MI) Times Herald” Friday 6 Aug 1932 p 8 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1403438:7338 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Charles Nelson Ballentine 
Name variations: Nelson Ballentine, C. Nelson Ballentine 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Eng., 1st lieutenant 
Serial number: not assigned to officers in WWI 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1403438:7338
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Entered service from: Port Huron, St. Clair MI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Charles Nelson Ballentine 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Albert Reed Ballentine, 1440 - 6th St., Port Huron MI  
Returned from war on: "George Washington" Sep 1918 
Sailed on return ship as: Chas. N. Ballentine 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father A.R. Ballentine, Port Huron MI (1st lt., 107th Engrs) 
World War I draft registration (1917): b. 16 Jul 1886 Port Huron MI; res: 491 Jefferson, 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee WI. Single. Employed by “left as in apparently “left to go into Army”] 
Engineering Work, Bucyrus Co., S. Milwaukee WI. Handwritten note: Enlisted. Tall height, 
build left blank. Card not dated. Note: Ft. Sheridan, Ill. Claimed exemption from draft: 
“Yes, attending R.O.T.C.”  
 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlistment date not given 
Discharge date not given 
Address: 1440 – 6th St., Port Huron MI 
Rank/unit: 1st lt., 107th Engr. Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 16 Jul 1886 Port Huron, St. Clair MI  
Died: 23 Jul 1938 Lakeland, Polk FL (in hotel while on business trip) 
Find A Grave record: 84837322 - presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Port Huron, St. Clair MI 
Cemetery: Lakeside 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: Albert Reid Ballentine, 14 Jan 1837 Tillsonberg, Ontario, Canada – 21 Jan 1929 Port 
Huron, St. Clair MI. Son of James R. Ballentine & Sarah Reid. Obituary: “Port Huron Times-
Herald” 23 Jan 1929 p 1 – Albert R. Ballentine, age 72, 1 of the best-known merchants of 
Port Huron, died 21 Jan after 57 years in business here. Funeral 24 Jan at his home with 
Masonic rites. All stores will close from 3 to 4 p.m., prominent Chamber of Commerce 
member. Merchants Credit Exchange will also close. [James came from Cleveland OH 
when his father was dying.] Testimonial in “Port Huron Times-Herald” of 22 Jan 1929 p 6, to 
one of Port Huron’s most highly respected & successful businessmen, whose store was an 
institution. 
Buried in Lakeside Cemetery, Port Huron, St. Clair MI. 
Find A Grave: 84836879 
 
Mother: Janie (Jennie) Lynette Nelson Ballentine, 14 Jul 1858 Muskegon, Muskegon MI – 9 
Jan 1888 Port Huron, St. Clair MI. Listed as Jennie L. Ballentine on military records. 
Daughter of Charles D. Nelson & Caroline Wason. Buried in Lakeside Cemetery, Port 
Huron, St. Clair MI. 
Find A Grave: 84836879 



28 
 

Parents’ marriage: Albert R. Ballentine married Jennie Lynette Nelson in Kalamazoo, 
Kalamazoo MI on 18 Feb 1885 - he age 28, b. Ontario, Canada, merchant – she age 26, b. 
Muskegon MI. 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave: 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: 

• James Macallan Ballentine, 31 Dec 1887 MI – 17 May 1978 Palm Beach Co. FL. 
Married 30 Jul 1932 in Chicago, Cook IL to Jean Virginia Birck (1908-1989, F: 
84837737). Buried in Lakeside Cemetery, Port Huron, St. Clair MI. F: 848837134 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 – Charles & brother are living with their paternal grandmother, while their father lives 
with his sister 
 
1900 Bay City, Bay Co. MI – conducted 2 Jun 1900 
Sarah R. Ballentine, 73 ME, Jul 1827, parents b. ME, widow, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are 
living, housekeeper 
Edwin D., 44 ME, May 1856, parents b. ME, single, steamboat captain [son] 
Nelson C. Ballentine, 13 MI, Jul 1886, father b. ME, mother b. MI, at school [grandchild] 
James M., Ballentine, 12 MI, Jan 1888, father b. ME, mother b. MI, at school [grandchild] 
& servant Martha Novak, 20 MI, Jul 1880 
 
1900 Port Huron, St. Clair MI – Military St. – conducted 4/5 Jun 1900 
Bethnel Farrand, Jr., 40 MI, Dec 1860, father b. NY, mother b. CT, married 11 years, 
merchant, shoes 
Anna M. Farrand, 39 Canada, Mar 861, father b. at sea, mother b. New Brunswick, Canada, 
emigrated 1863, in US for 37 years, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living [wife] 
Helen L. Farrand, 10 MI, Nov 1890, father b. MI, mother b. Canada (English), at school 
[daughter] 
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Sarah E. Farand, 9 MI, Jan 1891, father b. MI, mother b. Canada (English), at school 
[daughter] 
Albert R. Ballentine, 41 Canada, Jan 1859, father b. at sea, mother b. New Brunswick, 
Canada, widowed, emigrated 1863, in US for 37 years, clerk, dry goods [brother-in-law] 
& servant Anna B. Wilke, 21 MI 
 
1910 Port Huron, St. Clair MI – 1440 – 6th St. 
Albert R. Ballentine, 52 Canada (English), widowed, father b. ME, mother b. Canada, 
emigrated 1865, naturalized 
Charles N. Ballentine, 24 MI [son] 
James M. Ballentine, 22 MI [son] 
Sarah R. Ballentine, 81 Canada (English), father b. Canada (English), mother b. MI, 
widowed, gave birth to 6 children, 5 are living [mother] 
Bertha E. Neville, 35 MI, father b. ME, mother b. Canada, divorced[sister] 
Marjorie Neville, 9 MI, parents b. MI [niece] 
Edward Ballentine, 55 Canada, father b. ME, mother b. Canada (English), single, captain, 
Great Lakes [brother] 
& servant Mollie Zielke, 21 MI 
 
1920 cannot locate 
 
1930 cannot locate 
 
 


