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TUSCANIA 

 

Ball, Luther Thomas 
1893 TX – 1963 TX 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Tuesday 2 Jul 1918 p 7 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/634407729/ 
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TX death record of Luther Thomas Ball - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/22642926:2272 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/22642926:2272
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/22642926:2272
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1621755:2375 

 

 
Obituary – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Tuesday 30 Apr 1963 p 28 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1621755:2375
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-W9HS-

N?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZR-
LNTH&action=view 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9MN-ZS8G-

D?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-J3YQ&action=view 
TX, WWI Records – serial 251368. Residence: RFD 2, Cleburne, Johnson TX. Born Collin Co. 
TX. Inducted into Army 18 Sep 1917 at Cleburne TX, 23 years 10 months. HF 345 Field 
Artillery to --- ; 165th Dep Brig to --- ; Co. K., 23rd Inf. to --- ; Co. D, 110 Inf. to discharge. 
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Severely wounded 6 Jun 1918. Overseas 23 Jan 1918 to 11 May 1919, discharged 26 May 
1919. 0% disabled.  
 

Life: 
 

 
First & middle names are flipped – “Houston (TX) Post” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 

 
“Daily Ardmoreite” (Ardmore OK) Monday 24 Jun 1918 p 2 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Record-Telegram” Tuesday 25 Jun 1918 p 9 

 
 

 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Sunday 13 Oct 1918 p 32 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Thursday 5 Dec 1918 p 9 
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TX death record of father William Thomas Ball, skull fracture/brain concussion after 
“knocked to pavement by automobile about 9 a.m. May 24, 1940” – died 26 May 1940 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062184-
02001?pId=21896276 
 

 
Obituary of father William Thomas Ball – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Monday 27 May 

1940 p 21 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062184-02001?pId=21896276
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062184-02001?pId=21896276
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Lawsuit filed by Zora & son Luther (who is “physically unable to work”) following the death 
of William Thomas Ball when, as a pedestrian, he was struck by an Eckstine gasoline truck 

– “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Thursday 15 Aug 1940 p 3 
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TX death record of mother Zora Jane Mabry Ball – 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062386-
02776?pId=22183878 

 
 

Siblings: 
 
 

 

 
TX death record of sister Etna May Ball Cartwright (1891-1955) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062468-
01544?pId=772874205 

 

https://www/
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062468-01544?pId=772874205
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062468-01544?pId=772874205
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Obituary of Etna Mae Ball Cartwright – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” – left: Tuesday 2 

Aug 1955 p 24 and right: Wednesday 3 Aug 1955 p 12 
 
 
 
 

   
TX death of brother Jasper Lee Ball (1896-1991) - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/159785885/person/392114313681/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/159785885/person/392114313681/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/159785885/person/392114313681/facts
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Obituary of Jasper Lee Ball – “Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Thursday 31 Jan 1991 p 28 
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TX death record of brother Price Kelly Ball (1899-1979) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063060-
04380?pId=61330999 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063060-04380?pId=61330999
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063060-04380?pId=61330999
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TX death record of sister Lida Bell Ball Ellis Cartwright (1901-1975) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/18840008:2238?tid=&pid=&queryId=dfd63e9eac78cfaa89e49bbebc1dc5d5

&_phsrc=cPx3781&_phstart=successSource 
 
 



16 
 

 

 
TX death record of brother Cornelius M. Ball (1908-1975) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062957-
01910?pId=61372697 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name: Luther Thomas Ball 
Name variations: Thomas Luther Ball 
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private 
Serial number: 251,368 (this number also listed as that of Tom Boone on an incoming ship) 
Entered service from:  Cleburne, Johnson TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Luther Thomas Ball 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father W.G. Ball, RFD 2, Cleburne TX 
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Returned from war on: "Edgar Luckenbach" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Luther T. Ball 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father William P. Ball, Rte 1, Box 202-A, Ft. Worth TX (pvt, 
Co. D, 110th Inf.) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Luther Thomas Ball - b. 28 Nov 1893 McKinney TX; 
res: Route 2, Cleburne, Johnson Co TX. Single. Laborer on farm, J.D. Stroud, R. #2, 
Cleburne, Johnson Co. TX. Single. Medium height, slender build. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Luther Thomas Ball - 28 Nov 1893 McKinney TX; 
res: 4540 E. Belknap, Ft. Worth, Tarrant TX.  NOK Zora Jane Ball, Rt. 1, Box 799, Fort Worth 
TX. Unemployed. Height: 5’9” – 157 lbs. 
  
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlistment date not given 
Discharge date not given 
Address: Frisco TX 
Rank/unit: private, Co. D, 110 US Infantry Dem Det 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  28 Nov 1893 McKinney (or Lebanon), Collin Co. TX 
Died: 29 Apr 1963 Fort Worth, Tarrant TX ( 
TX Deaths: Luther T. Ball, age 69, b. 28 Nov 1893 Collin Co. TX, d. 29 Apr 1963 (at Exchange 
Hotel, 2415 Ellis, Fort Worth, where he had lived for 22 years). Disabled veteran. WWI 
veteran. Son of William T. Ball & Zora J. Maberry. Died of coronary occlusion; inquest held 
29 Apr 1963. Burial in Mt. Olivet, Fort Worth TX. Never married. 
Find A Grave record: 113785941 - presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Fort Worth, Tarrant TX 
Cemetery: Mount Olivet 
Tombstone: veteran flat - Texas Pvt US Army WWI PH [Purple Heart]  
 
Father: William Thomas Ball, 29 Mar 1869 KY – 26 May 1940 Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. Son of 
John Pendleton Ball & Susan Jane Miller. Died from a “probable fracture of skull” two days 
after being knocked to the pavement by a car. Buried in an unmarked gravesite in Mount 
Olivet Cemetery, Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. 
Find A Grave: 168080057 
 
Mother: Zora Jane Mabry Ball, 22 Aug 1872 Sumner Co. TN – 13 Jun 1951 Fort Worth, 
Tarrant TX. Daughter of Phillip Mabry & Sarah Gant Mabry. Buried in an unmarked gravesite 
in Mount Olivet Cemetery, Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. 
Find A Grave: 181673703 
Parents’ marriage: William & Zora married 6 Jul 1890 in Collin Co. TX. She was 18 years old. 
 
Spouse:  never married 
 
Children: 
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Siblings: 

• Etna Mae/May Ball Cartwright, 12 Jun 1891 Lebanon (or Frisco), Collin TX – 2 Aug 
1955 Fort Worth, Tarrant TX (Jun 1890 in 1900 census). Age 18 in 1910 census (born 
ca. 1892) Wife of William Clarence Cartwright (1895-1940, F: 17274582). Buried in 
Mount Olivet Cemetery, Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. F: 17274577. 

• Jasper Lee Ball, 29 Jun 1896 Lebanon, Collin TX (listed as Jun 1896 in 1900 census) – 
29 Jan 1991 Burleston, Johnson TX. WWI veteran, 30 years a florist. Husband of 
Birtie Lou Moon (1900-1969, F: 114091553). Buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery, Fort 
Worth, Tarrant TX. F: 113785808 

• Price Kelly Ball, 14 Mar 1899 Frisco, Collin TX (WWII draft: Lebanon, Colllin TX) – 12 
Aug 1979 Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. Middle name spelled Kelley on his WWI draft 
registration. Listed as Bricie K. Ball in 1900 census & Tricie Kelly Ball in 1910 
census. Married 24 Dec 1926 to Sadie Amelia Antwiler (1905-1996, F: 105524181). 
Buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery, Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. F: 105524180 

• Lida Bell Ball Ellis Cartwright, 11 Feb 1901 TX – 26 Oct 1975 Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. 
Age 18 in 1920 census; she is living with her parents, named Lida Ellis & is divorced. 
Wife of Henry Talmage Cartwright (1897-1967, F: 115848292). Buried in Mount 
Olivet Cemetery, Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. F: 115848293 

• John Philip Ball, 31 Jul 1905 Lebanon, Collin TX – 29 Mar 1984 Frisco, Collin TX. 
Married 30 Jun 1926 to Johanna Mary Sonntag (1903-1985, F: 57176256).  Buried in 
Ridgeview Memorial Park, Allen, Collin TX. F: 57176291 

• Cornelius M. Ball, 4 Feb 1908 TX – Aug 1975 Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. Husband of 
Naomi Lillian Thomas (surname also found as Barrett) (1908-1989, F: 193399788). 
Buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery, Fort Worth, Tarrant TX. F: 193389781 

• Maudie Sue Ball Price, 13 Apr 1911 – 3 Apr 2001 Fort Worth Tarrant TX.  Listed as 
Maudie, age 9, in 1920 census. Wife of Bonnie Adolphus Price (1909-1991 F: 
67468973) whom she married 15 Jun 1895 in Tarrant Co. TX. Resident of White 
Settlement TX when her brother Jasper died May 1991 (listed in his obituary as “Sue 
Price”). Buried in Union Cemetery, Bonita, Montague TX. F: 5963450 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Houston Post” 10 Feb 1918 p 1 – Thomas Luther Ball, reported a victim, is safe. He was in 
the first draft, leaving Cleburne for Camp Travis. His father, W.T. Ball, has since moved 
from Cleburne to Fort Worth. 
 
“Daily Ardmorite” (Ardmore OK) 24 Jun 1918 p 2 – severely wounded: Luther Thomas Ball, 
R.F.D. No. 2, Cleburne, Texas (on 24 Jun 1918 casualty list) 
 
Post-war: 
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Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 6, Collin Co. TX 
William T. Ball, 30 KY, Mar 1870, parents b. KY, married 10 years 
J J Ball, 25 TN, Aug 1874, father b. TN, mother b. VA, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Etna W., 9 TX, Jun 1890, at school 
Luther T., 7 TX, Dec 1892 
Jasper L., 3 TX, Jun 1896 
Bricie K., 1 TX, Mar 1899 
& 2 boarders, who are farmers. 
No occupations listed for anyone in the family except Etna, who is at school. 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 2, Mitchell Co. TX 
Will T. Boll [indexed as Boll, but could be read Ball] 40 KY, parents b. KY, married 19 years, 
farmer, general farm 
Zora J., 38 TN, father b. NC, mother b. SC, gave birth to 7 children, 7 are living 
Etna May, 18 TX 
Luther T., 16 TX 
Jasper Lee, 13 TX 
Tricie Kelly, 11 TX [male] 
Lida Bell, 8 TX 
John P., 4 TX 
Cornelius M., 2 TX 
 
1920 Justice Precinct 1, Collin Co. TX 
William T. Ball, 50 KY, parents b. KY, farmer, cotton farm 
Zora J., 40 [blurred over, perhaps 48?) TN, father b. TN, mother b. SC 
Luther, 26 TX, farmer 
James R., 14 TX 
Cornelius, 11 TX 
Maudie, 9 TX 
Lida Ellis, 18 TX, divorced [daughter] 
 
1930 Precinct 4, Tarrant Co. TX 
William T. Ball, 61 KY, parents b. KY, married 61 years, age 21 at 1st marriage, farmer, 
general farm 
Zora J., 56 TN, age 16 at 1st marriage, father b. TN, mother b. NC 
Luther T., 37 TX, single, no job listed, WWI veteran 
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1940 Justice Precinct 1, Tarrant Co. TX – in 1935 at Joshua, Johnson Co. TX 
William T. Ball, 70 KY 
Zora J., 67 TN 
Luther T., 46 TX, single 
No one has a job listed 
 
1950 Fort Worth, Tarrant TX – 2814 Clinton 
Zora J. Ball, 78 TN, widow [head of household] 
Luther J., 67 TX, never married, no occupation listed [son] 
 


