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TUSCANIA 
 

Bowman, Alva William 
1891 IL – 1973 SD 

 

 
Alva William Bowman – “Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/196634694/person/222560454433/media/87911aa0-cdfc-
418a-9a9e-32891f9ed995?queryId=2b9dea39-6481-4eda-9134-

51261630e693&_phsrc=cPx18301&_phstart=successSource 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/196634694/person/222560454433/media/87911aa0-cdfc-418a-9a9e-32891f9ed995?queryId=2b9dea39-6481-4eda-9134-51261630e693&_phsrc=cPx18301&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/196634694/person/222560454433/media/87911aa0-cdfc-418a-9a9e-32891f9ed995?queryId=2b9dea39-6481-4eda-9134-51261630e693&_phsrc=cPx18301&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/196634694/person/222560454433/media/87911aa0-cdfc-418a-9a9e-32891f9ed995?queryId=2b9dea39-6481-4eda-9134-51261630e693&_phsrc=cPx18301&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/196634694/person/222560454433/media/87911aa0-cdfc-418a-9a9e-32891f9ed995?queryId=2b9dea39-6481-4eda-9134-51261630e693&_phsrc=cPx18301&_phstart=successSource
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“Carmi (IL) Times” Friday 21 Jun 1985 p 1 

 
 

 
US Veterans Administration Master Index - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-24WW-
8?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8B-

HQGQ&action=view  
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"Rapid City [SD] Journal" Tuesday 6 Mar 1973 p 2, dateline Sturgis, burial Black Hills 
National Cemetery on 7 Mar, b. 24 Jan 1893 Martin Co. IN to Jacob & Mackey Bowman, 
WWI vet, lived at Ft. Pierre prior to Ft. Meade, only survivor is sister Ina Still, Chelsa [sic] 
OK. Note: His daughter Phyllis is still alive, as is his ex-wife.  
 
Excerpt from book “The Sinking of the Tuscania” by Marilyn C. Gahm, page 203: 

The residents of Port Ellen generously made their two hotels available to survivors, with 
three men to a room.  One of these was the White Hart Hotel, one the Machrie family 
hotel. The night of the disaster, the White Hart was converted into an emergency 
hospital. In 1955, Everett Harpham visited the hotel room to which he had been carried 
37 years earlier. A look at the hotel’s register showed Harpham the names of the 
comrades who had joined him there. In addition, survivors were billeted in Islay homes, 
about two or three in every house.  Schoolgirl Isabelle Macgilvary recounted visiting 
them and singing to the men, including those at 8 Charlotte Street (the current Trout Fly 
Bed & Breakfast), then the residence and shop of Mrs. MacGibbon who cared for her 
motherless granddaughters, Anna and Mary. Four men were lodged in the local 
schoolhouse, with two apiece in the homes at the distillery.  Edward C. Barker told his 
son Robert that he had been housed in the school. Supposedly Anna MacGibbon later 
moved to the U.S. and married one of the soldiers; that turned out to Stanley 
Pemberton Brady, in Hanford, California, in 1922, when she was 18.  
 
Mrs. Curtis Reedy of Sioux Falls, South Dakota, wrote Miss Jean Currie of Port Ellen, 
who had sheltered Mrs. Reedy’s brother, Alva William Bowman. “I hope that if Fay [her 
and Alva’s brother] should meet with the same misfortune that Alva did he will also be 
as fortunate in reach a place of safety and his lot cast among people so hospitable.” 

 
  

 
Life: 
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“Bad River (SD) News” Thursday 5 Aug 1909 p 8 

 

 
“Bad River (SD) News” Thursday 16 Sep 1909 p 5 
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“Rapid City (SD) Journal” Wednesday 27 Apr 1910 p 5 
 
 

 
“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Saturday 18 Jan 1913 p 8 
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Saturday 23 Sep 1916 p 10 
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Brothers Alva & Fay - “Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Saturday 7 Jul 1917 p 9 

 
 
 

 
“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Monday 23 Jul 1917 p 1 
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Friday 7 Dec 1917 p 11 
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Friday 7 Dec 1917 p 10 
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Thursday 20 Dec 1917 p 8 
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“Rock Island (IL) Argus” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 1 – Pvt. Alva Bowman landed at Port Ellen 

on the isle of Islay, Scotland - https://www.newspapers.com/image/436574548/ 
 



13 
 

 

 
“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 – 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/229676868/ 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/229676868/
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“Mount Carmel (IL) Daily Republican-Register” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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List continues – “Chicago Tribune” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Sioux City (IA) Journal” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Madison (SD) Daily Leader” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Philip (SD) Pioneer” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Philip (SD) Pioneer-Review” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 5 

 

 
His sister is Mrs. Reedy, not Reed - “Mitchell (SD) Capital” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 2  
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Residing at 58 Frederick Crescent, Port Ellen, Islay – believes only 140 survivors out of 
2,700 soldiers - “Mount Carmel (IL) Daily Republican-Register” Friday 8 Mar 1918 p 2 
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“Mount Carmel (IL) Daily Republican” Friday 8 Mar 1918 p 3 
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City Temple Church is erecting a bronze plaque in its vestibule to honor those in WWI 
service, including the name of Alva Bowman. “Sioux Falls Argus-Leader” Thursday 17 Jul 
1919 p 14 – 
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Saturday 16 Aug 1919 p 16 

 
 

 
“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Wednesday 27 Aug 1919 p 10 
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Wednesday 27 Aug 1919 p 10 

 

 
“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Monday 6 Oct 1919 p 8 
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Monday 13 Oct 1919 p 2 

 

 
“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Thursday 16 Oct 1919 p 3 
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Thursday 12 Feb 1920 p 2 

 

 
Alva purchases land from sister Willmina (Ina) Bowman Reedy – “Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-
Leader” Tuesday 21 Dec 1920 p 8 
 

 
 
 



28 
 

 

 
“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Tuesday 4 Jun 1921 p 10  
 

 
“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Monday 22 Aug 1921 p 5  
 

 
“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Saturday 27 Aug 1921 p 7  
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Tuesday 24 Oct 1922 p 2 
 

 
 

 
“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Tuesday 24 Oct 1922 p 2 
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Thursday 24 May 1923 p 3 
 
 

 
“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Wednesday 28 Aug 1929 p 24 – “claims and 
counterclaims” - Alva W. Bowman filed for divorce against Vera M. Bowman of Sioux Falls, 
claiming cruelty. Vera said that in Apr 1928 Alva was committed to the state hospital at 
Yankton SD.  [The Yankton State Hospital for the Insane] On 28 Jun 1928 an order released 
Alva to Clarence M. Weirauch, who was later appointed Alva’s guardian. [Clarence was 
Alva’s brother-in-law, married to Alva’s sister Sarah Alice.] Vera stated that on 10 May 1929 
his guardian made the first annual report, showing receipts of $649.63 (all funds from the 
U.S. government as Alva’s veterans’ compensation) and disbursements of $513.10. She 
said that around 1 Apr 1928 Alva armed himself with an axe and threatened to kill her, her 
child & her mother. She is requesting a property settlement & separate maintenance. 
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Thursday 20 Aug 1931 p 11 – The U.S. government & the 
guardian of incompetent Alva Bowman were ordered to pay alimony to Vera M. Bowman of 
Sioux Falls, who was granted a court order for divorce from Alva M. [sic/W.] Bowman, a 
patient at Battle Mountain Sanitarium in Hot Springs SD. Vera received a divorce, custody 
of a minor child & $38 per month in alimony. The U.S. government will pay $20 & Alva’s 
guardian Clarence M. Weirauch [husband of Alva’s sister Sarah Alice Bowman] the 
remaining $18. 
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“Rapid City (SD) Journal” Wednesday 17 Jun 1936 p 4 – federal regulations making soldiers’ 
bonus bonds “attachment free” will have a test case in South Dakota courts because of an 
action filed in Circuit Court by Vera M. Bowman against Alva W. Bowman of Fort Pierre SD, 
her former husband. “Bowman, an incompetent,” was ordered to appear before Judge L.J. 
Wall on 22 Jun & show cause why his bonus bonds should not be delivered to Vera as part 
payment on $1,332 in past-due alimony. Alva’s guardian, Alice Weirauch [his sister], was 
named a correspondent in the case. Vera is a teacher in Sioux Falls. Alva is totally disabled 
as a result of his war service. [note Alva was playing basketball & football after leaving the 
service]   and was confined until recently in the veterans’ hospital at Hot Springs SD. Vera 
has custody of their 10-year-old child. She claims Alva has paid no alimony or support 
since 12 Apr 1930. Alva cannot dispose of his bonds until the court determines the 
outcome. 
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Uncredited newspaper, apparently 1951 (33 years since the Tuscania sinking) & likely from 
Fort Pierre SD - link on vhttp://andis.azboman.net/jacob_&_nackey%27s_children_-
_notes.htm 
“Old Letter tells of Troop Ship Sinking Thirty-three Years Ago” – Mrs. C.M. Weirauch has a 
part of the “Carmi Tribune” from Carmi IL in 1918, which printed a letter written by her 
brother, Alva W. Bowman, to his parents in IL, about the torpedoed Tuscania. “Bowman 
now lives at the Weirauch home in Ft. Pierre. The letter is being reprinted here, not only 
because of its historical interest, but also because many people who see Mr. Bowman 
every day do not realize the experience he went through.” The 1918 Carmi paper printed an 
introduction, explaining that Alva was in Co. I, 20th Regiment, Battalion 6, attached to the 
Forestry Regiment, and had undergone training at American University, Washington DC, 
before departing for France. Written from 58 Frederick Crescent, Port Ellen, Islay, Febr. 7. 
He landed safely on Islay. Ship carried 2,700 boys [overestimate] “and only 140 accounted 
for so far alive” [casualties numbered 215, so majority lived]. Many were “beat to death by 
the waves” on the rocks on the shore. “The coast is strewn with dead bodies. We have 
been picking them up as soon as we can.” Torpedoed at 6 p.m. Tuesday after dusk & rode 
in the lifeboat for 12 hours before carried ashore by the tide. Within 10 feet of death many 
times. “But God only spared our lives, although I was ready to die if I had been killed; you 
may all thank God that He spared my life. Many of my best friends are dead.” [paragraph 
omitted in original letter by censor]. Said the submarine fired twice at the ship, with the 
first torpedo hitting & the second missing. “It seemed that the Germans knew just the date 
we sailed from New York and the time we should arrive in the strait, so they were waiting 
for us.” “The people claim that the Irish people are helping the Germans.” He & others 
were “entertained” in a quaint Scottish village of 10,000 inhabitants.” [This was a higher 
number than the entire population of Islay.] “All the houses are built of stone and together 
in one solid block many blocks in the town.” He and another friend were entertained “in a 
wealthy Scottish home. They try to do too much for us and all the good things to eat beats 
America. The hills are green with the grass. It is fairly warm, rains every day. I like the place 
so well I would like to make my home here. If anything ever happens to me I will come here 
to stay until after the war.” 

 
Wife: 
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Saturday 24 Jun 1922 p 5 
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Wedding shower for Vera Howard - “Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Thursday 8 Jun 1922 p 
17 

 
 

 
Vera’s upcoming wedding - “Des Moines (IA) Register” Sunday 18 Jun 1922 p 29 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3690445:8823 
 
 

 
“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Tuesday 10 Mar 1959 p 2 

 
“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Wednesday 11 May 1960 p 6 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3690445:8823
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Friday 8 Jun 1960 p 6 

 

 
“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Wednesday  8 Jun 1960 p. 7 

 

 

 
“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Sunday 15 Nov 1970 p 14 
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“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Monday 13 Feb 1989 p 11 
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“Minneapolis Star Tribune” Monday 13 Feb 1989 p 14 

 
Daughter: 
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Sunday 9 Jul 1950 p 9  
 

 
“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Tuesday 11 Jul 1950 p 2 

 

 
“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Sunday 16 Jul 1950 p 17  
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Thursday 20 Jul 1950 p 4  

 

 
“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Monday 20 Jul 1953 p 17 
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Monday 20 Jul 1953 p 17 
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Saturday 26 Feb 2000 p 32 

Father 
 

 
Jacob Wilson Bowman - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/17789089/person/555938069/media/c5eb6556-d50e-4a19-ac53-
d326a3e7a271 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17789089/person/555938069/media/c5eb6556-d50e-4a19-ac53-d326a3e7a271
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17789089/person/555938069/media/c5eb6556-d50e-4a19-ac53-d326a3e7a271
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17789089/person/555938069/media/c5eb6556-d50e-4a19-ac53-d326a3e7a271
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/17789089/person/555938069/facts 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/17789089/person/555938069/facts
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https://andis.azboman.net/jacob_wilson_bowman.htm 
 

Mother: 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/17789089/person/555938069/facts 
 

 
 

 
Nackey Ann Manley Bowman - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/17789089/person/555936803/media/d2ecee26-cec2-4277-bc7b-
eda68c0b8adf 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/17789089/person/555938069/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17789089/person/555936803/media/d2ecee26-cec2-4277-bc7b-eda68c0b8adf
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17789089/person/555936803/media/d2ecee26-cec2-4277-bc7b-eda68c0b8adf
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17789089/person/555936803/media/d2ecee26-cec2-4277-bc7b-eda68c0b8adf
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Saturday 23 Mar 1940 p 14 
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https://andis.azboman.net/nackey_ann_manley.htm 

 
 
 

Siblings: 
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Sister Mary Ella Bowman Griesel (1878-1963) – Find A Grave 62290784 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/17789089/person/555938071/facts 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/17789089/person/555938071/facts
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“Ventura (CA) County Star” Thursday 4 Apr 1963 p 5 
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https://andis.azboman.net/mary_ella_bowman.htm 
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Sister Sarah Alice Bowman Weirauch (1879-1967) – left: “Rapid City (SD) Journal” Sunday 
10 Dec 1967 p2 & Find A Grave 52669341 and right: https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/17789089/person/555938072/media/1522009e-403d-4923-9f22-
b4306a6087e9 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17789089/person/555938072/media/1522009e-403d-4923-9f22-b4306a6087e9
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17789089/person/555938072/media/1522009e-403d-4923-9f22-b4306a6087e9
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17789089/person/555938072/media/1522009e-403d-4923-9f22-b4306a6087e9
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Wednesday 22 Apr 1953 p 23 
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Sarah Alice “Rapid City (SD) Journal” Sunday 10 Dec 1967 p 2  
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https://andis.azboman.net/sarah_alice_bowman.htm 
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Sarah  Alice Bowman is in the 2nd row from the front, 2nd from left (i.e., between the 2 
women at the front. She has a dark dress, with what appears to be a stand-up collar & a 
dark lace overlay) – The Nora Bowman Stotts in this photo is not Sarah’s sister, as Nora 

Bowman was 10 years old when she died, admittedly in 1904 when this photo was 
apparently taken, but too young to be the woman pictured - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/196634694/person/222560453689/media/d2e334cd-5fb5-

4255-9186-6f69afbe5a5c?queryId=e43b4cfd-5833-4dbd-b01d-
efa541db5e2a&_phsrc=cPx18320&_phstart=successSource 
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Sister Zola May Bowman Waggoner (1884-1961) (on left), other woman not identified – Find 

A Grave 62290712 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/751065624:61442 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/751065624:61442
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https://andis.azboman.net/zola_may_bowman.htm 

 

 

 
 

Sister Willmina Bowman Reedy Still (1886-1976) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/17789089/person/20449983612/media/97d3e40d-dfdd-4915-9229-

2b221ab7b811 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17789089/person/20449983612/media/97d3e40d-dfdd-4915-9229-2b221ab7b811
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17789089/person/20449983612/media/97d3e40d-dfdd-4915-9229-2b221ab7b811
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17789089/person/20449983612/media/97d3e40d-dfdd-4915-9229-2b221ab7b811
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/17789089/person/20449983612/facts 

 
 

 
“Camarillo Star” Wednesday 4 Aug 1976 p 3 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/17789089/person/20449983612/facts
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Willmina - “Ventura County Star“ Wednesday 4 Aug 1976 p 14  

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/7077910:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=62044df5-a2ac-474f-b3d3-

a84c6f9b89b1&_phsrc=cPx18356&_phstart=successSource 
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https://andis.azboman.net/willmina_bowman.htm 
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brother Fay David Bowman (1892-1965) – “Santa Rosa (CA) Press Democrat” Monday 20 
Dec 1965 p 16 
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“San Francisco Examiner” Monday 20 Dec 1965 p 55  

 

 
Fay’s marriage license with Margaret Schwarz - “San Francisco Chronicle” Saturday 19 Jun 

1920 p 5 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/17789089/person/20450131733/facts 

 

 
“San Francisco Examiner” Sunday 26 Jul 1931 p 9 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/17789089/person/20450131733/facts
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Fay - “Sacramento (CA) Bee” Monday 28 Jun 1920 p 13 
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Fay - “San Francisco Journal & Daily Journal of Commerce” Sunday 19 Feb 1922 p 7 
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Birth of Fay’s daughter on 15 Jul 1923– “San Francisco (CA) Journal & Daily Journal of 
Commerce” Saturday 21 Jul 1923 p 10 

 

 
“San Francisco Examiner” Monday 3 Sep 1923 p 23 

 
 

 
“Grass Valley (CA) Morning Union” Friday 10 May 1935 p 10 
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“San Francisco Examiner” Sunday 10 Nov 1935 p 40 

 

 
Fay’s marriage license - “San Francisco Examiner” Tuesday 10 Dec 1935 p 11  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



74 
 

 



75 
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77 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/85748:1174?tid=&pid=&queryId=43609700-a148-4d59-9f76-
11128521606c&_phsrc=cPx18327&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/85748:1174?tid=&pid=&queryId=43609700-a148-4d59-9f76-11128521606c&_phsrc=cPx18327&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/85748:1174?tid=&pid=&queryId=43609700-a148-4d59-9f76-11128521606c&_phsrc=cPx18327&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/85748:1174?tid=&pid=&queryId=43609700-a148-4d59-9f76-11128521606c&_phsrc=cPx18327&_phstart=successSource
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“San Francisco Examiner” Sunday1 5 Dec 1935 p 49 
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“San Mateo (CA) Times” Monday 23 Dec 1935 p 4 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/764212:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=572d828e-7c86-4793-bc17-
0f12b80de6ff&_phsrc=cPx18330&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/764212:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=572d828e-7c86-4793-bc17-0f12b80de6ff&_phsrc=cPx18330&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/764212:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=572d828e-7c86-4793-bc17-0f12b80de6ff&_phsrc=cPx18330&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/764212:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=572d828e-7c86-4793-bc17-0f12b80de6ff&_phsrc=cPx18330&_phstart=successSource
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https://andis.azboman.net/fay_david_bowman.htm 
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Sister Nora Bowman (1894-1904) - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/17789089/person/555938077/facts 
 

 

 
Sister Mildred V. Bowman Honsinger (1897-1966) – 1963 photo - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/17789089/person/555938078/media/4a44e681-1ca7-4fc1-a307-

82f0b335b3a8 
 
 

“Detroit Free Press” Sunday 25 Dec 1966 p 
16 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/17789089/person/555938077/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/17789089/person/555938077/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17789089/person/555938078/media/4a44e681-1ca7-4fc1-a307-82f0b335b3a8
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17789089/person/555938078/media/4a44e681-1ca7-4fc1-a307-82f0b335b3a8
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/17789089/person/555938078/media/4a44e681-1ca7-4fc1-a307-82f0b335b3a8
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https://andis.azboman.net/mildred_bowman.htm 

          
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Alva William Bowman 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,475 [Veterans Administration Military Index card: 450,475] 
Entered service from:  Carmi, White IL 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Alva Bowman 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father J.W. Bowman, Carmi IL 



84 
 

Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Alva Bowman 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Jacob W. Bowman, Carmi IL (pvt, 18th Co., 20th 
Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Alva William Bowman - b. 23 Jan 1891 Carmi IL; 
res: 809 S. Dul. [Duluth] Ave., Sioux Falls SD. Single. Student & physical director (spelling?) 
at Sioux Falls College, Sioux Falls SD. Tall in height, medium build. 
World War II draft registration (1942): 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as Alva Bowman 
Enlisted 10 Dec 1917 
Discharged 7 Jun 1919 
Address: Carmi IL 
Rank/unit: private, 20th Engineers, Co. E, 6th Battalion, 18th Co., Cas Det 669 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  23 Jan 1891 Carmi, White IL (obit: Martin Co. IL) 
Died:  3 Mar 1973 Fort Meade, Meade SD (Fort Meade Hospital) 
Find A Grave record: 24677159, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Sturgis, Meade SD 
Cemetery: Black Hills National 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: South Dakota Pvt 18 Co 20 Engineers WWI 
 
Father: Jacob Wilson Bowman, 25 Oct 1856 Martin Co. IN (or 11 Nov 1857 IN death?) – 29 
Apr 1936 Brownsville, White IN. Son of William H. Bowman & Julie Ann Andis. 
Buried in West Union Cemetery, Brownsville, White IL.                                        . 
Find A Grave: 9742560 
 
Mother: Nackey Ann Manley Bowman, 1 Feb 1858 Coffey Co. KS – 19 Mar 1940 Wessington 
Springs, Jerauld SD. Daughter of David Manley (1831-1905) & Elizabeth Ann Osborn Dillon 
(1827-1896). 
Buried in West Union Cemetery, Brownsville, White IL. 
Find A Grave: 9742557 
Parents’ marriage: 4 Aug 1877 Martin Co. IN 
 
Spouse: Vera Marie Howard Bowman, 12 Jun 1895 Shenandoah, Page IA – 10 Feb 1989 St. 
Louis Park, Hennepin MN. Daughter of Henry Woodford Howard & Carrie Ellie Oviatt. 
Buried in Rose Hill, Shenandoah IA. Obituary: “Minneapolis Star Tribune” 5 Jul 1989 p 22 – 
death of Vera Marie Bowman, age 93, in Hennepin Co. MN, resident of 7500 W. 22nd St., St. 
Louis Park MN. 
Buried in Rose Hill Cemetery, Shenandoah, Page IA. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 136274902 
Marriage: 20 Jun 1922 at the home of the bride’s parents, Shenandoah, Page IA 
Divorce: 1929 Sioux Falls, Minnehaha SD 
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Children:  

• Phyllis Marie Bowman Boll, 16 Jan 1927 MN – 3 Jun 2009 Cicero, Cook IL. Married 
Horst Egon Boll 12 Jul 1950 in Minnehaha Co. SD. He was a theology student at 
Marburg University near Frankfurt in Germany, who wrote to Phyllis Bowman after 
seeing her comments about world peace in the “Christian Science Monitor.” She 
was a teacher in a MInneapolis private school. They corresponded for 3 years, via 
airmail 3 times a week, before he came to the US in Jul.  He had sent her an 
engagement ring 17 months prior to his arrival. They married a few weeks later, on 
Wednesday 12 Jul 1950 in East Side Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls, Minnehaha SD. 
Phyllis petitioned for a divorce in Jul 1953 in Sioux Falls, Minnehaha SD. – He may be 
the Horst Boll (1928-2005), buried in Friedhof Bremen-Oberneuland, F: 211186241. 
– Phyllis Boll is buried in Rose Hill Cemetery, Shenandoah, Page IA where her 
mother Vera is buried. F: 136275592 

 
Siblings:vhttp://andis.azboman.net/jacob_&_nackey%27s_children_-_notes.htm 

• Mary Ella Bowman Griesel, 24 Jan 1878 Burns City, Martin IN – 3 Apr 1963 Ventura, 
Ventura CA. Married August George Henry Griesel (1880-1956, F:188405594) on 23 
Sep 1908 Stanley Co. SD; divorced after 1920.  Buried in Ivy Lawn Memorial Park, 
Ventura, Ventura CA. F: 62290784 

• Sarah Alice Bowman Weirauch, 2 Oct 1879 Burns City, Martin IN – 7 Dec 1967 
Pierre, Hughes SD (Find A Grave: Fort Pierre, Stanley SD). Married Clarence Merrill 
Weirauch (1879-1977, F: 52669419) on 7 Apr 1899 Norris City, White IN (her 
obituary reports date of 7 Apr 1900). Clarence was a minister, the Stanley Co. SD 
auditor & a SD state representative. - Buried with name Alice Weirauch on 
tombstone & as Alice Weirauch on Find A Grave record, in Scotty Philip Cemetery, 
Fort Pierre, Stanley SD. F: 52669341 

• David Delmer Bowman, 7 Aug 1882 IN – 23 Dec 1906, likely in White Co. IL. Shares 
his tombstone with his sister Nora. Buried in West Union Cemetery, Brownsville, 
White IL where his parents are buried. F: 9742552. 

• Zola May Bowman Waggoner, 9 Jan 1884 Burns City, Martin IN – 30 Jul 1961 Iowa 
City, Johnson IA [in the University of Iowa Hospital] (also found incorrectly as 
Anaheim, Orange CA.) Buried in IA. Wife of Charles Louis (Carl) Waggoner (1887-
1958), F: 124118029) whom she married 15 Nov 1917 in Sioux Falls, Lincoln SD. 
Buried in Murdoch-Linwood Cemetery, Cedar Rapids, Linn IA. F: 62290712 

• Willmina (“Ina”) Bowman Reedy Still, 30 May 1886 Shelby Co. IN – 2 Aug 1976 
Camarillo, Ventura CA. Buried in Ventura CA. - Married to Curtis Reedy, Sr. (1880-
1947, F: 132220646) on 19 Nov 1905 in White Co. IL. - Married to Toby Anderson 
(T.A.) Still (1890-1970, F: 20717825) on 21 Jun 1950 in Bentonville, Benton Co. AR, 
when she was age 64 & he age 60, both residents of Haven, Reno KS. He had 
married in 1913 to Myrtle Powell (1890-1947). She is buried under the surname 
“Reedy.” Buried in Ivy Lawn Memorial Park, Ventura, Ventura CA. F: 132220919 
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• Fay David Bowman, 7 Feb 1892 Brownsville, White IL – 18 Dec 1965 San Francisco, 
San Francisco CA. - Married Margaret Ann Schwarz on 19 Jun 1920 in San Francisco. 
She was the daughter of Charles Theodore Schwarz (1867-1953, F: 43523382) & 
Matilda H. Schulz (1879-1941, F: 43523375). Margaret died at the age of 39 on 24 Jul 
1931 in San Mateo CA; she was born in St. Louis MO in 1892.  - Married Louisa 
Wilhelmina Mueller (Muller) (F: 26816885) on 16 Dec 1935 in St. Mark’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, San Francisco, San Francisco CA. Louise was born 13 Mar 1901 
San Francisco, San Francisco CA & died 24 Sep 1991 San Mateo, San Mateo CA, the 
daughter of Rudolph Muller & Sophie Derphuss. Louise & Fay are buried in Olivet 
Gardens of Cypress Lawn Memorial Park, Colma, San Mateo CA. F: 26816875 

• Nora Bowman, 20 Jun 1894 IN – 25 Nov 1904 Heralds Prairie township, White Co. IL. 
Died at age 10. Shares her tombstone with brother David. Buried in West Union 
Cemetery, Brownsville, White IL, where her parents are buried. F: 9742555 

• Mildred V. Bowman Honsinger, 25 May 1897 White Co. IL – 23 Dec 1966 Detroit, 
Wayne MI. Wife of Gerald Edward Honsinger, 1897-1977, whom she married on 29 
Sep 1922 in Detroit, Wayne MI. Buried in Grand Lawn Cemetery, Detroit, Wayne MI. 
F: 39579559 

 
Notes: 
Wartime: 
Post-war: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/54212:1200 
 
1930-1932 U.S. National Homes for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers, Hot Springs SD 
Alva W. Bowman, enlisted 5 Dec 1917 in San Francisco CA. Private, 20th Engineers. 
Discharged 15 Jun 1919 Camp Dodge IA. Admitted with tertiary syphilis / paralysis of 
muscle, levator palpebrea superioris. Born Carmi IL 23 Jan 1891. Age 39, 5’10” tall, 
Protestant, superintendent of school. Resident of Fort Pierce SD. Divorced. Next-of-kin 
daughter Phyllis M. Bowman, 703 E. 20th St., San Francisco CA. Admitted to facility 8 Mar 
1930 – discharged 31 May 1932. 
 
Obituary: 
Social Security Number: 503-62-0107 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Brown, Martin IN – conducted 18 Jun 1880 
Jacob W. Bowman, 23 IN, father b. TN, mother b. IN, farmer 
Nackey A., 21 KS, father b. England, mother b. IN, keeping house 
Mary E., 2 IN 
Sarah A., 7 months IN 
& servant Jefferson Cundorf, 17 IN 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/54212:1200
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1900 Heralds Prairie, White Co. IL 
Jacob Bowman, 43 IN, Oct 1836, father b. TN, mother b. IN, married 22 years, occupation: 
N.G. 
Nackey A., 41 KS, Feb 1859, father b. England, mother b. IN, gave birth to 9 children, 9 are 
living [Sarah Alice has married & is not listed here] 
Ella M., 22 IN, Jun 1878 
D. Delmer, 18 IN, Aug 1881, farm laborer 
Zola M., 16 IN, Jan 1884 
Wilminia, 14 IN, May 1886 
W. Alva, 12 IN, Jan 1888 
Fay, 8 IL, Feb 1892 
Nora, 5 IN, Jun 1894 
Mildred, 3 IL, May 1897 
[note Fay & Mildred have Illinois birthplaces] 
 
1910 Philip, Sterling SD – Center Ave. – line 75 
Alva Bowman, 21 IL, parents b. US, single, clerk, general store 
Roomer with Herman A. Kumm, merchant, general store 
 
1920 Sioux Falls, Minnehaha SD – S. Duluth Ave. 
Alva Bowian/Bownay/Bowman, 28 US, parents b. US, single, occupation: none 
Roomer with Norton & Emma Odell, their 3 children & a female roomer 
 
1930 Township 7, Fall River Co. SD – Battle Mountain Sanitarium, Ward #18 – line 58 
W. Alva Bowman, 39 IL, parents b. IN, patient, occupation: sup – school, institutionalized, 
WWI veteran 
 
1930 Sioux Falls, Minnehaha SD – 711 – 20th St. 
Vera Marie Bowman, 35 IA, parents b. IL, divorced, teacher, public school 
Phyllis Marie Bowman, 3 MN, father b. IL, mother b. IA [daughter] 
Carrie E. Howard, 63 IL, father b. NY, mother b. IL, widow 
 
1940 Sioux Falls, Minnehaha SD – 500 Dakota Ave. – same place in 1935 
Vera Bowman, 44 IA, divorced, teacher, public school 
Phyllis Bowman, 13 MN [daughter] 
Carrie Howard, 72 IL, widow [mother] 
 
1950 Fort Pierre, Stanley SD 
Clarence M. Weirauch, 70 IL, auditor, South Dakota Taxation Department 
S. Alice Weirauch, 70 IN [wife] 
Alva W. Bowman, 61 IN, separated [actually divorced] [brother-in-law] 
Stewart L. Bowman, 48 IL, divorced, electrician, electrical cont. [his relationship is crossed 
through] 
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