
1 
 

TUSCANIA 

 

Boughner, William Ernest 
1893 Canada – 1940 MI 

 
       

   
 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-2497-
K?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZ2-
DC51&action=view 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-2497-K?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZ2-DC51&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-2497-K?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZ2-DC51&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-2497-K?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZ2-DC51&action=view
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Alabama WWI service card - Error: born in Canada not Filsonburg 
MIhttps://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSTC-MSLR-
3?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZZ-
KC4N&action=view 
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https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LVS6-SDS 
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Obituary "Battle Creek [MI] Enquirer" Friday 2 Aug 1940 p 2 - age 46, resident of 
Birmingham, Oakland Co. MI - b. 10 Oct 1893 Tiltonsburg, Ontario, 100th Aero Squadron in 
WWI, survived by wife Esther in San Francisco CA, sister Mrs. James Walton (Birmingham 
MI) & brother Charles Walton [sic/Boughner] of Birmingham MI.  
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Death in Battle Creek MI – “Detroit Free Press” Saturday 2 Aug 1940 p 14 
 



6 
 

 
Obituary from “Birmingham (MI) Eccentric” 8 Aug 1940 p 1 – from Find A Grave 46301837 
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MI Death Record: William Ernest Boughman, d. at Camp Custer, Bedford township, 
Calhoun Co. MI on 10 Oct 1893 at age 46 years, 9 months, 22 days. B. Tilsonburg, Ontario, 
Canada. Automobile mechanic. Married, wife: Esther Boughner. Father: Leander S. 
Boughner, b. Canada. Mother: Fannie Farrah [surname crossed off & “Farrsh” substituted], 
b. Canada. Resident of Birmingham, Oakland MI. Unknown how long lived in U.S. In 
hospital from 18 Jul 1935 to 2 Aug 1940. Died from “general paralysis of insane, tabetic” 
[tabetic is an outdated psychiatric term referring to syphilitic tabes dorsalis, a condition in 
which advanced syphilis affects walking] - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355078-
01240?pId=1933900 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355078-01240?pId=1933900
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355078-01240?pId=1933900
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9WL-
SHVB?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVS1-
186C&action=view 
 

Life: 
 

 

 
“Detroit (MI) Evening Times” Friday 11 Jul 1913 p 5 

 
“Stockton (CA) Evening & Sunday Record” Monday 10 Jul 1916 p 3 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9WL-SHVB?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVS1-186C&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9WL-SHVB?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVS1-186C&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9WL-SHVB?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQVS1-186C&action=view
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“Port Huron (MI) Times Herald” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 4 

 
“Detroit Free Press” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 2 
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Excerpt: 

 
“Yale (MI) Expositor” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Escanaba (MI) Morning Press” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 4 

 
Wife Esther Schnitman 
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marriage 24 Oct 1919 - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-95N9-
23P?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQL4T-

5XHH&action=view 
 

Wife: 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-95N9-23P?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQL4T-5XHH&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-95N9-23P?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQL4T-5XHH&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-95N9-23P?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQL4T-5XHH&action=view
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https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LVFG-DZY 
 

 
“San Francisco (CA) Examiner” Sunday 5 Feb 1922 p 86 

 

 
“San Francisco Examiner” Tuesday 8 Dec 1953 p 23 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LVFG-DZY
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“Berkeley (CA) Gazette” Wednesday 30 Apr 1980 p 30 

 
 
 

 
Daughter: 

 

  
Daughter Marilyn Jane Boughner Saunders (1920-2004) – University of California, Berkeley, 
yearbook 1940 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1428986140:1265 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1428986140:1265
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University of California, Berkeley yearbook 1939 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1429019452:1265 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/442984:60954 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1429019452:1265
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1429019452:1265
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/442984:60954
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4193320:1141 

 
 

 
“Berkeley (CA) Gazette” Wednesday 12 Jun 1963 p 31 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4193320:1141
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/44008706:60901?tid=34165858&pid=162475442837&queryId=c0c09394-
264e-48f7-a055-6fe173d9afd6&_phsrc=cPx18283&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/44008706:60901?tid=34165858&pid=162475442837&queryId=c0c09394-264e-48f7-a055-6fe173d9afd6&_phsrc=cPx18283&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/44008706:60901?tid=34165858&pid=162475442837&queryId=c0c09394-264e-48f7-a055-6fe173d9afd6&_phsrc=cPx18283&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/44008706:60901?tid=34165858&pid=162475442837&queryId=c0c09394-264e-48f7-a055-6fe173d9afd6&_phsrc=cPx18283&_phstart=successSource


18 
 

 

 
“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Thursday 29 Apr 2004 p 18 
 

Father: 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J68P-JT5 
 

Mother 
 

 
“Detroit Evening Times” Wednesday 4 Jun 1913 p 2 

 

 
“Detroit Evening Times” Friday 6 Jun 1913 p 4 
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William’s parents married 7 Dec 1886, the day William’s oldest brother Charles Boughner 

was born - https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/78551562/person/120196014169/facts?_phsrc=cPx18290&_phstart=suc

cessSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/2539489:60872?tid=&pid=&queryId=b9cf8b37-961a-4ca4-8de7-
8990a2b80add&_phsrc=cPx18286&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

Siblings: 
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Brother Charles Leslie Boughner (1886-1967) “Detroit Evening Times” Tuesday 18 Mar 
1913 p 2 
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24 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/11354608:1002?tid=&pid=&queryId=e2ce7124-4c80-465d-afab-
9e1a6fa0aa4e&_phsrc=cPx18291&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
Death of Charles’s 1st wife when car overturned in storm – “Battle Creek (MI) Moon-
Journal” Monday 29 Mar 1929 p 1 
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“Port Huron (MI) Times Herald” Monday 29 Mar 1929 p 12 
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Sister Frances Boughner Walton (1887-1955) – published in “Birmingham (MI) Eccentric” 

13 Jan 1955 p 1 – on Find A Grave 22694999 
 

 
 

Brother John Bauerbank Boughner (1892-1952) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/34165858/person/162475441225/media/6ff1f41c-e8db-40f1-8bd1-

6570d4990557 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/34165858/person/162475441225/media/6ff1f41c-e8db-40f1-8bd1-6570d4990557
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/34165858/person/162475441225/media/6ff1f41c-e8db-40f1-8bd1-6570d4990557
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/34165858/person/162475441225/media/6ff1f41c-e8db-40f1-8bd1-6570d4990557
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/34165858/person/162475441225/facts?_phsrc=cPx18278&_phstart=suc
cessSource 

 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/34165858/person/162475441225/facts?_phsrc=cPx18278&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/34165858/person/162475441225/facts?_phsrc=cPx18278&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/34165858/person/162475441225/facts?_phsrc=cPx18278&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/34165858/person/162475441225/facts?_phsrc=cPx18278&_phstart=suc
cessSource 

 

 
Brother Walter Stanley Boughner (1897-1898) - 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FMD2-P9N 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/34165858/person/162475441225/facts?_phsrc=cPx18278&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/34165858/person/162475441225/facts?_phsrc=cPx18278&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/34165858/person/162475441225/facts?_phsrc=cPx18278&_phstart=successSource
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:FMD2-P9N
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:J63Y-M29 
 

 
Tilsonburg MI news: “Yale (MI) Expositor” Monday 19 Dec 1898 p 4 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  William Ernest Boughner 
Name variations:  surname also found as Buchner, was of German ethnicity – nickname: 
Bill 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  100th Aero Squadron - sergeant 
Serial number:  249,808 
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Entered service from:  Birmingham, Oakland MI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: William E. Boughner 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: brother Charles Boughner, 414 Townsend St., Birmingham MI 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: William E. Boughner 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: brother Charles Boughner, Birmingham MI (sgt 1st class, 
100th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as William E. Boughner - b. 10 Oct 1893 Houghton 
township, Ontario, Canada; res: Woodward, Birmingham MI. Single. Citizenship status: 
alien. Claimed exemption from draft due to alien status. Mechanic, Boughner Bros., 
Birmingham MI. Tall in height, medium build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 16 Jul 1917 
Discharged 14 Jun 1919 
Address: 316 Park St., Birmingham MI 
Rank/unit: sergeant 1st class, 100th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  16 Oct 1893 Houghton Twp., Norfolk, Ontario, Canada (or Tillsonburg, Oxford, 
Ontario, Canada) (or obit: Tiltonsburg, Ontario, Canada) 
Died:  2 Aug 1940 Camp Custer, Bedford township, Calhoun Co. MI [in Veterans 
Administration facility where he had been a patient since July 1935 – 1,842 days according 
to his MI death certificate) 
Find A Grave record: 46301837, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Berkley, Oakland MI 
Cemetery: Roseland Park 
Tombstone: veteran flat - Michigan Sgt 1 CL 100 Aero Sq 
 
Father: Leander Sylvester Boughner, 9 Feb 1855 Middleton, Norfolk, Ontario, Canada – 26 
Apr 1902 Middleton, Ontario, Canada. Father listed as John Sylvester Boughner (F: 
46302725) & as William Boughner (on Find A Grave family trees, which in this family’s case 
are unreliable). Mother was Mariah Walker. On son William’s birth certificate, Leander’s 
occupation is farmer. Buried in Rosanna Cemetery, Rock’s Mills, Oxford County 
Municipality, Ontario, Canada. 
Find A Grave: 46302048 
 
Mother: Hannah Francis (“Fanny”) Farrah Boughner, 28 Sep 1865 Courtland, Norfolk, 
Ontario, Canada – 28 Sep 1941 Oakland Co. MI.  
Daughter of James Dunwall Farrah & Eliza Jane Cornell, who later married Dennis Warner 
Young. 
Buried in Roseland Park Cemetery, Berkley, Oakland MI, the same cemetery as William. 
Find A Grave: 46302255 
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Parents’ marriage: 7 Dec 1886 Delhi, Norfolk, Ontario, Canada [this marriage date is also 
the birthdate of their 1st son, Charles Leslie Boughner.  
Incorrect family tree: which shows Ernest’s “mother” (not named Hannah Farrah) also as 
the mother of Ernest’s wife Esther Schnitman - https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/77332834/person/38404071857/facts - there are several erroneous 
attempts at family trees online. 
 
Spouse:  Esther Schnitman Boughner, 26 Nov 1894 IL – 28 Apr 1980 Alameda Co. CA.  
Daughter of Abraham Schnitman (F: 70492596) & Mary Pullman/Pullmon (F:70492630), 
both born in Poland.  
Obituary: “Berkeley (CA) Gazette” 30 Apr 1980 p 30 – survived by daughter Jane Saunders, 
sister Dorothy Schnitman (1888 NY – 1988 CA, F: 147408963) & sister Minnie Holbert.  
Buried in Home of Eternity Cemetery, Oakland. Alameda Co. CA with their daughter, 
Marilyn Jane Boughner Saunders. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 169709946 
Marriage: 24 October 1919 in San Francisco, San Francisco CA to Esther Schnitman. 
William Boughner, age 26, resident of Birmingham MI, single, 1st marriage, employed in 
automobile business at garage, father Leon Boughner (b. Canada) & mother Frances 
Farrah (b. Canada). Esther Schnitman, age 23, of 146 Dolores St., San Francisco, single, 1st 
marriage, employed as stenographer in wholesale women’s wear, father Abraham 
Schnitman (b. Poland) & mother Mary Pullman (b. Poland). Married by a police judge. 
 
Children: 

• Marilyn Jane Boughner Saunders, 14 Oct 1920 Detroit, Wayne MI – 26 Apr 2004 
Berkeley, Alameda CA. She used the name “Jane B. Saunders.” - She married 
Thomas Neugass Saunders on 15 May 1942 in Carson City NV. They divorced May 
1970 in san Francisco, San Francisco CA. - Thomas was born with the surname 
Neugass as his mother Babette Heller (1891-1941, F; 262072371) was married to a 
Neugass. Widowed, Babette Neugass married college professor Kenneth J. 
Saunders on 22 Nov 1921 in Alameda Co. CA. In the 1920 census, Thomas’s last 
name was Neugass. In 1930, he & his siblings who resided with Kenneth & Babette 
Saunders used the surname Saunders. Kenneth Saunders (born 10 Jan 1883 in 
South Africa) taught at the U of Alabama & in Honolulu HI & died in 1937 while 
visiting England. – Thomas Saunders & Jane divorced May 1970 in San Francisco CA; 
his birth year is recorded as 1916 on the divorce index. Thomas Neugass Saunders 
was born 20 May 1916 CA & died 24 Jul 2009 CA, F: 248372083. - Founder of The 
Body Shop in Berkeley CA in 1970, with partner Peggy Saunders Short, selling 
natural body care products. Had founded 6 stores & a national wholesale business 
when a British company of the same name purchased her operation. Her obituary 
says she & her widowed mother moved to San Francisco in 1935. [Mother Esther 
was not widowed; Marilyn Jane’s father William moved to the Veterans 
Administration hospital in 1935.] She was a graduate of the University of California, 
Berkeley. – Buried in Home of Eternity Cemetery, Oakland, Alameda CA. F: 
170413341 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/77332834/person/38404071857/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/77332834/person/38404071857/facts
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Siblings: 

• Charles Leslie Boughner, 7 Dec 1886 (9 Feb 1885 in 1901 Canada Census) 
Tillsonburg, Ontario, Canada – 2 May 1967 Birmingham, Oakland MI. Age 24 in 1910 
U.S. census, age 15 in 1901 Canada census. Married Nellie Gertrude Ford (1883-
1920, F: 232485017) on 9 Apr 1913 in Detroit, Wayne MI. Nellie died when the car in 
which she was a passenger turned over in a high wind. – When he registered for the 
WWI draft (12 Sep 1918) in the US., Charles was a British subject (from Canada), 
residing at 424 Townsend Ave., Birmingham, Oakland MI with wife Mrs. Nellie 
Gertrude Boughner. He was the proprietor of a garage named Boughner Bros. at 128 
Woodward Ave., Birmingham MI. - Married Helen M. Myers (5 May 1897-24 Jul 1988) 
in Detroit, Wayne MI on 17 Sep 1924. Helen was the daughter of Frank & Christina 
Myers. Charles’s burial details unknown. F: 232485079 

• Frances Boughner Walton, 31 Jul 1887 Ontario, Canada – 10 Jan 1955 Birmingham, 
Oakland MI. Wife of James Bernal Walton (1901 Canada-1960 MI, F: 22886704.), a 
jeweler, whom she married 25 Aug 1927 in Lucas Co. OH. - Frances is buried in the 
same cemetery as her brother William: Roseland Park Cemetery, Berkley, Oakland 
MI, F: 22694999 

• John Bauerbank Boughner, 28 Jun 1892 Tilsonburg, Ontario, Canada (WWI draft lists 
birth of 28 Jun 1891, as does the 1901 Canada census, but tombstone reads 1892) – 
6 May 1952 Shelby, Macomb MI. Age 18 in 1910 U.S. census. Married Mary B. Tyrrell 
(1901-1973, F: 6705920) in Birmingham, Oakland MI on 24 Nov 1917. Buried in Utica 
Cemetery, Utica, Macomb MI. F: 6705919 

• Walter Stanley Boughner, 31 May 1897 Middleton, Norfolk, Ontario, Canada - 18 
Dec 1898 in Canada, buried in same cemetery as his father Leander – Rosanna 
Cemetery, Rock’s Mill, Oxford County Municipality, Ontario, Canada. F: 202592420 

 
Notes: 
 
Pre-war: 
Immigrated to U.S. from Canada in 1902. His mother & sister Frances emigrated in the 
same year.  His father Leander had died in April 1902. 
 
Wartime: 
Post-war: 
Obituary: 
 
 
Social Security Number: 
Censuses:   
 
1901 Canada census – conducted 31 Mar 1901 – Norfolk, Ontario, Canada 
Found at: https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSS1-L7SY-
4?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKHLL-T1W&action=view 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSS1-L7SY-4?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKHLL-T1W&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSS1-L7SY-4?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AKHLL-T1W&action=view
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Leander Boughner, 45 Ontario, b. 9 Feb 1855, of German ethnicity/nationality, farmer 
Frances, 35 Ontario, b. 28 Sep 1865, of English ethnicity/nationality 
Charles, 15 Ontario, b. 7 Dec 1885 
Frances A., 13 Ontario, b. 31 Jul 1887 
John B., 9 Ontario, 28 Jun 1891 
William E., 7 Ontario, b. 10 Oct 1893 
The religion of all in the family: Methodist. The children are of German ethnicity/nationality. 
 
1910 Bloomfield, Oakland MI 
Fannie Boughner, 43 Canada, parents b. Canada, widow, was married 25 years, emigrated 
1900, naturalized, gave birth to 6 children, 4 are living [head of household] 
Charlie, 24 Canada, parents b. Canada, single, emigrated 1900, naturalized, laborer, 
automobile shop [son] 
Francis/Frances A., 22 Canada, parents b. Canada, single, emigrated 1901 [daughter] 
John, 18 Canada, parents b. Canada, laborer, automobile shop [son] 
William C., 16 Canada, parents b. Canada 
 
1920 US census – Bloomfield, Oakland MI – 132 Woodward Ave. 
Fanny Boughner, 54 Canada, parents b. Canada, widow, citizenship status unknown, 
emigrated 1902 [head of household] 
Frances Boughner, 30 Canada, single, parents b. Canada, emigrated 1902, citizenship 
status unknown, bookkeeper, garage [daughter] 
William E. Boughner, 26 Canada, parents b. Canada, married, emigrated 1902, citizenship 
status unknown, proprietor, garage [son] 
Esther Boughner, 25 IL, parents b. Poland, married [daughter-in-law] 
Tressa Boughner, 29 MI, parents b. Canada, single, bookkeeper, garage [niece] 
& a male boarder Ray Ebling, 25 MI, single, chauffeur, taxi service 
 
1930 US census – Birmingham, Oakland MI – 552 Park St. 
Wm. E. Boughner, 36 Canada, parents b. Canada, age 26 at 1st marriage, dealer, 
automobile, WWI veteran 
Esther, 34 IL, parents b. Poland, age 24 at 1st marriage 
Marilyn Jane, 9 MI 
 



35 
 

1940 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – Pacific Hebrew Orphan Asylum, 11 Homewood 
Dr. – in 1935 resided in Birmingham, Oakland MI – line 15 - conducted 6 May 1940 (William 
died 2 Aug 1940, cannot locate him in 1940 census) 
Esther Boughner, 43 IL, married, employee, house mother?/master? – social 
worker/orphanage 
  
 


