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TUSCANIA 

 
 

Bost, James Robert 
1882 NC – 1950 MN 
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“Atlanta (GA) Journal” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 4 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/970890235/ 
 
 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-236B-

H?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZN-5LTJ&action=view 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-236B-H?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZN-5LTJ&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-236B-H?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZN-5LTJ&action=view
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQ8M-79MM 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:WQ8M-79MM
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:V4QC-JXB 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:V4QC-JXB
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:HP8H-YVMM 
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Georgia, World War I Service Cards - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/31331:3129?tid=&pid=&queryId=28ebb627-2cf8-4434-a40f-

f18ec204b2a4&_phsrc=cPx18162&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 

 
Obituary - “Louisville (KY) Courier-Journal” Tuesday 21 Mar 1950 p 14 

 
 

 
“Austin (TX) American-Statesman” Monday 20 Mar 1950 p 16 

 

 
“El Paso (TX) Herald-Post” Monday 20 Mar 1950 p 24 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/31331:3129?tid=&pid=&queryId=28ebb627-2cf8-4434-a40f-f18ec204b2a4&_phsrc=cPx18162&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/31331:3129?tid=&pid=&queryId=28ebb627-2cf8-4434-a40f-f18ec204b2a4&_phsrc=cPx18162&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/31331:3129?tid=&pid=&queryId=28ebb627-2cf8-4434-a40f-f18ec204b2a4&_phsrc=cPx18162&_phstart=successSource
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“Nashville Banner” Saturday 18 Mar 1950 p 10 

 
https://books.google.com/books?id=B73eOMEshtEC&pg=PA1707&lpg=PA1707&dq=journ
al+of+the+american+medical+association+1918+%22james+robert+bost%22&source=bl
&ots=VVVubZwTCw&sig=ACfU3U1IVbWbhWiCpWBtaQ_HhC94kxYfZA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=
2ahUKEwiT2ZLS76aHAxWtk4kEHX43DVMQ6AF6BAgJEAM#v=onepage&q=journal%20of%2
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0the%20american%20medical%20association%201918%20%22james%20robert%20bos
t%22&f=false 

 
Life: 

 
 

 
“Newton (NC) Enterprise” Friday 19 Dec 1890 p 2 

 

 
“Newton (NC) Enterprise” Friday 18 Jan 1895 p 3 
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“Newton (NC) Enterprise” Friday 21 Mar 1902 p 3 
 

 
“Goldsboro (NC) Daily Argus” Thursday 10 Apr 1902 p 1 

 

 
“Newton (NC) Enterprise” Friday 19 Dec 1902 p 3 
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“Newton (NC) Enterprise” Friday Feb 27 Nov 1903 p 3 

 
 

 
“Newton (NC) Enterprise” Friday 30 Sep 1904 p 3 

 

 
“Newton (NC) Enterprise” Thursday 21 Dec 1905 p 3 

 

 
“Newton (NC) Enterprise” 3 Nov 1906 p 3 
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“Newton (NC) Enterprise” Thursday 13 Feb 1908 p 2 

 

 
Father Edward Bost - “Newton (NC) Enterprise” Thursday 21 Apr 1910 p 4 

 
 

 
 

“Louisville (KY) Courier-Journal” Saturday 21 Jun 1913 p 7 
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“Cashion (OK) Independent” Thursday 15 Oct 1914 p 4 

 
 
 

 
“Cashion (OK) Independent” Thursday 5 Nov 1914 p 5 

 

 
“Cimarron Valley Clipper” (Coyle OK) Thursday 18 Jan 1917 p 4 
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Dr. Bost does not plan to return to OK after the war - “Cimarron Valley Clipper” (Coyle OK) 

Thursday 27 Sep 1917 p 1 
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“Greensboro (NC) News & Record” Tuesday 9 Oct 1917 p 4 
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“Cashion (OK) Independent” Thursday 6 Dec 1917 p 1 

 

 
“Montgomery (AL) Advertiser” Friday 7 Dec 1917 p 18 
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“Atlanta (GA) Constitution” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Atlanta (GA) Journal” Friday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 

 
“Chattanooga (TN) News” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 5 
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“Greensboro (NC) News & Record” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 8 
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“Hickory (NC) Daily Record” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 3 
 

 
 
 

 

 
“Brooklyn (NY) Times Union” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 4 
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“Cimarron Valley Clipper” (Coyle OK) Thursday 28 Nov 1918 p 2 

 
 
 
 

 
“Marion (IN) Chronicle Tribune” Friday 27 Jul 1923 p 1 
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“Houston (TX) Post” Friday 27 Jul 1923 p 1 and p 2 
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“Houston (TX) Post” Wednesday 1 Aug 1923 p 1 

 
 
 
 



26 
 

 
“Louisville (KY) Courier-Journal” Saturday 19 Feb 1927 p 11 

 

 
“Brownsville (TX) Herald” Tuesday 21 May 1929 p 18 

 
 

 
“Greenville (SC) News” Sunday 8 Sep 1929 p 14 
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“Austin (TX) American” Saturday 28 Feb 1931 p 1 

 

 
“Austin (TX) American-Statesman” Thursday 11 Jun 1931 p 13 
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“Austin (TX) American Statesman” Thursday 30 Jul 1931 p 10 

 

 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Wednesday 19 Aug 1931 p 10 
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“Greenville (SC) News” Sunday 10 Jul 1932 p 17 

 

 
“Cimarron Valley Clipper” (Coyle OK) Thursday 31 Aug 1933 p 1 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Tuesday 3 Jul 1934 p 2 
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“Des Moines (IA) Register” Sunday 31 Jul 1938 p 27 

 

 
“Nashville (TN) Banner” Monday 10 Oct 1938 p 5 
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“Harlingen (TX) Valley Morning Star” Sunday 19 Mar 1939 p 5 

 
Wife: 
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Note indexed version spells his surname as BORT - 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LT5V-DBZ 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/LT5V-DBZ
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“Charlotte (NC) Observer” Wednesday 25 Dec 1929 p 4 
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TX death certificate of Helen Bost - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062678-
03364?pId=23817672 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/302171493:61441 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062678-03364?pId=23817672
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062678-03364?pId=23817672
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Grinnell College (Grinnell IA) yearbook photo 1917 –  

Far right, 2nd row from front - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1002344999:1265 

 
Father: 
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Edward Ramseur Bost – Find A Grave 27610288 
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“Newton (NC) Enterprise” Thursday 19 May 1910 p 3 

 
 

 
“Charlotte (NC) News” Saturday 4 Jun 1910 p 2 

 
 

Mother: 
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Martha Ann Estes Reister Bost - “Hickory (NC) Daily Record” Wednesday 21 Feb 1923 p 1 
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“Atlanta (GA) Journal” Monday 19 Feb 1923 p 2 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1954105:60548 
 

Her 1st husband: 
 
 

 
“Baltimore (MD) Sun” Monday 8 Sep 1873 p 2 

 

 
 

John C. Reister – “Yorkville (SC) Enquirer” Thursday 11 Sep 1873 p 2 
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“Southern Home” (Charlotte NC) Monday 15 Sep 1873 p 2 

 
Siblings: 
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Brother Joseph Edward Bost (1881-1963) – “Greenville (SC) News” Monday 18 Feb 1963 p 1 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/601700820:8741 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/601700820:8741
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“Greenville (SC) News” Thursday 18 Jul 1968 p 8 
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Sister Estell Bost Bridgers (May 1884 -    )  

Estell at party - “Charlotte (NC) Observer” Sunday 1 Dec 1907 p 3 
 
 



47 
 



48 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/15266922:60548?tid=&pid=&queryId=0c582d08-d59f-4b29-86f8-
f360bea77ee6&_phsrc=cPx18173&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1561035:2525 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15266922:60548?tid=&pid=&queryId=0c582d08-d59f-4b29-86f8-f360bea77ee6&_phsrc=cPx18173&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15266922:60548?tid=&pid=&queryId=0c582d08-d59f-4b29-86f8-f360bea77ee6&_phsrc=cPx18173&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/15266922:60548?tid=&pid=&queryId=0c582d08-d59f-4b29-86f8-f360bea77ee6&_phsrc=cPx18173&_phstart=successSource
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Remarriage of Estell’s husband - Marriage license of Arthur T. Bridgers & Esther B. Wilson - 

“Nashville (TN) Banner” Wednesday 10 Sep 1919 p 11 
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Obituary of Roy Ramseur Bost (1886-1943) - “Nashville (TN) Banner” Monday 1 Mar 1943 p 
14 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/16049399:2376 



51 
 

 
Roy - “Nashville (TN) Tennessean” Monday 1 Mar 1943 p 2 
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Roy Ramseur Bost - “The Tennessean” (Nashville TN) Tuesday 2 Mar 1943 p 2 
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Sister Ruth Carolyn Bost Lanier (1891-1960)  - “Atlanta (GA) Constitution” Thursday 1 Dec 

1960 p 28 
 

 
Half-siblings: by his mother Martha Ann Estes’s 1st marriage, to John C. Reister 

 
 



54 
 

 
Half-sister Adeline (Addie) Winnifred/Winfred Reister White - “Hickory (NC) Daily Record” 

Tuesday 16 Jan 1945 p 1 
 
 



55 
 

 
“Winston-Salem (NC) Journal” Thursday 18 Jan 1945 p 7 
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Half-brother John C. Reister (1870-1917) – left: “Hickory (NC) Daily Record” Wednesday 8 
Aug 1917 p 3 and right: “Greensboro (NC) News & Record” Wednesday 8 Aug 1917 p 2 
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Left: “Salisbury (NC) Post” Wednesday 8 Aug 1917 p 4 and right: “Charlotte (NC) Observer” 
Wednesday 8 Aug 1917 p 11 
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“Lincoln (NC) Times-News” Monday 13 Aug 1917 p 4 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/23407894:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=abc75202-f32c-4f22-9c6c-
fd2f96d0e99d&_phsrc=cPx18178&_phstart=successSource 
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Sister Martha Ann Reister (1872-1891) – “Newton (NC) Enterprise” Friday 18 Dec 1891 p 3 
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Half-sister Anna Margaret Reister Ballard (1873-1940) – “Hickory (NC) Daily Record” Friday 

6 Dec 1940 p 12 
 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  James Robert Bost 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  158th Aero Squadron – 1st lieutenant 
Serial number:  officers in WWI were not assigned serial numbers 
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Entered service from:  Atlanta, Fulton GA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: James R. Bost 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Martha Bost, 496 Piedmont Ave., Atlanta GA 
Returned from war on: "Aquitania" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: James R. Bost 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Martha Bost, 205 Holland Ave., Atlanta GA 
(1st lt., Med. Corps, Detachment Medical Dept., 60th Inf.) 
World War I draft registration (1917):  
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  5314 San Jacinto, Houston TX (listed 
as Dr.) 
World War II draft registration (1942): as James Robert Bost - b. 18 Aug 1882 Newton NC; res: 
2941 Chevy Chase Dr. Houston, Harris, TX. NOK wife Helen Lenora [sic] Bost, same address. Self-
employed, physician, 726 Medical Arts Building, Houston TX. “palm of left hand scarred and 
fingers stiff.” Was 5’9” & 200 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlistment date not given 
Discharged 12 Aug 1919 
Address: Louisville, Jefferson KY 
Rank/unit: 1st lieutenant, M C Dem Gr USA 
 
GA, WWI Service Cards 
Enlisted 3 Oct 1917 at age 35, resident of 496 Peedmont [sic/Piedmont] Ave., Atlanta GA. 
B. Newton NC. 1 Lt. M C (ORC). MD AS Sig C to discharge. At Fort Oglethorpe GA, 
Montgomery AL & France. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 20 Jul 1919. Discharged 12 Aug 1919. 
40% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  18 Aug 1882 Newton, Catawba NC  
Died:  16 Mar 1950 Rochester, Olmsted MN (in Worrall Hospital, which accommodated 
Mayo Clinic patients, of coronary sclerosis) 
Find A Grave record: 70437980, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Houston, Harris TX 
Cemetery: Forest Park 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: Edward Ramseur Bost, 31 May 1853 Catawba Co. NC – 28 May 1910 Newton, 
Catawba NC.  
Son of Joseph Mahaffey Bost & Anna Caroline Ramseur. Edward’s father Joseph Bost was 
first a 2nd lieutenant, then a captain, in the SC Infantry in the Confederate Army & died at 
the Battle of Stony Creek VA. –  
“Newton (NC) Enterprise” 19 May 1910 p 3 – rural mail carrier on Rte. 4, dying of pellagra. 
Last 3 days his mind is blank, can’t sleep. Has had illness for 4-5 years. 
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 “Charlotte (NC) News” 4 Jun 1910 p 2 – E.R. Bost, age 57, rural mail carrier on Rte. 4 from 
Newton, died 28 May 1910 at his home from pellagra, which he had for several years but 
which was only diagnosed a few months ago. He had been the carrier on Rte. 4 for 7 years, 
the first to serve that route. He is survived by his widow, 3 sons & 2 daughters.  
Buried in Eastview Cemetery, Newton, Catawba NC. 
Find A Grave: 27610288 
 
Mother: Martha Ann (“Mattie”) Estes Reister Bost,15 Feb 1850 Chester Co. SC – 17 Feb 
1923 College Park, Fulton GA.  
Her mother was Winneyfred Wilkes Estes (1820-1898, F: 130648152, who is buried in 
Eastview Cemetery also. 
Her father has been found as James Alexander Estes (b. ca. 1821), but as “Jonas” Estes on 
her marriage record with Edward Bost, and as Jno. (John) & also as William Estes on her GA 
death certificate. There are numerous Estes families living in Chester Co. SC with similarly 
named daughters called “Martha.” Might he be the William A. Estes, birthdate unknown, d. 
27 May 1855, buried in Calvary Baptist Church Cemetery, Leeds, Chester SC, F: 73535044? 
In the 1860 census for Chester Co. SC, Winnie Estes (41) has 2 children living with her: 
Sallie (15) & Martha (12). This age does not agree with Martha’s 1850 birthdate. 
Martha was first married to John C. Reister (1844 MD- 6 Sep 1873 Chester Co. SC 1873, F: 
130648412, buried in Eastview Cemetery). In 1870, John was Chester Co. SC auditor. 
Notice of his death was published in “Yorkville (SC) Enquirer” Thursday 11 Sep 1873 p 2 – 
died in Chester Sat. 6 Sep 1873 of consumption (tuberculosis).  He was called a carpet-
bagger “luminary” in another account of his death. 

 
Find A Grave 130648412 
 
Martha Bost is buried in Eastview Cemetery, Newton, Catawba NC. 
Find A Grave: 33228309 
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Parents’ marriage: E.R. Bost (age 28) & Mattie E. Reister (age 30), daughter of Jonas & 
Winfred W. Estes, married 27 Jul 1880 Hickory township, Catawba Co. NC. 
 
Spouse:  Helen Lenore Shawver Bost, 26 May 1897 Warren Co. IA – 23 Sep 1950 Galveston, 
Galveston TX. Daughter of Franklin William Shawver & Bertha Eldora Barker. In the 1900 
census she was a resident of Indianola, Warren IA – in 1910 resident of SD – in 1930 & 1940 
a resident of Houston TX. 
Buried in Forest Park Lawndale Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 70437979. 
Marriage: 24 Dec 1929 in Manhattan, NYC, NY – Helen Lenore Shawver (indexed as 
Shawuer), 32, single, b. Spring Hill IA, daughter of Frank W. Shawver & Bertha Barker & J.R. 
Bost, 47, single, b. Newton NC, son of Edward R. Bost & Martha Estes. 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: full siblings 

• Joseph Edward Bost, 5 May 1881 Newton, Catawba NC – 17 Feb 1963 Greer, 
Greenville SC. - Married Lillian Wood, b. Greer, Greenville SC, d. 16 Jul 1968 at 
Orangeburg, Orangeburg SC, the daughter of Augustus Reid Wood & Elia Anna 
Robinson, buried in Mountain View Cemetery, but not on Find A Grave as of 14 Jul 
2024. - Obituary: “Greenville (SC) News” 18 Feb 1963 p 12 –- Dr. Joseph Edward 
Bost, of 218 N. Main St., Greer SC, age 81, d. 17 Feb 1963 after 5 years of declining 
health & 3 weeks of illness. Born Newton NC, son of the late Edward Ramseur & 
Martha Ann Estes Bost. Last member of his immediate family. Educated at Catawba 
College & Page’s Pharmaceutical College at Greensboro NC. After graduating, he 
was a professor of chemistry at Page’s. Served in Panama as a pharmacist with a 
US government hospital. Manager Marchant’s Pharmacy. Formerly associated with 
United Drug Co. Opened the Bost Drug Store in Greer, now called McClesky-Todd 
Drug Co. After retirement, was director of fish hatcheries for the SD Wildlife & Game 
Division. Survived by wife Lillian Wood Bost & daughter Frances Bost. Burial in 
Mountain View Cemetery, Greer, Greenville SC. F: 8878265 

• Estell/Estelle Bost Bridgers, May 1884 NC – 7 May 1938?  - In 1900 census, resided 
with the Bost family in Newton, Catawba NC, b. May 1884 NC. – In 1905, Estelle 
Estes Bost was named a substitute mail carrier for Newton, Catawba NC. - Estelle 
Bost, age 24, daughter of E.R. & Martha Bost, married Arthur T. Bridgers (or Bridgus 
or Bridges) on 22 Mar 1908 Newton, Catawba NC.  Their wedding record has been 
misread, turning BOST into BUSH. He was age 30, son of John H. & Laura Bridges. 
Buried as Arthur Travis Bridgers (10 Dec 1878 Cherokee Co. SC – 5 Aug 1945 
Spartanburg SC, F: 140243774) but the SC death record lists him as Arthur Travis 
Bridges, divorced. -  Listed as the daughter of Edward & Martha Bost, married 
status, been married for 2 years, residing with her parents & siblings in 1910 census 
in Newton, Catawba NC, age 25. This census was conducted 27 Apr 1910; her 
father died 28 May 1910. She appears (unnamed) as 1 of his surviving daughters in 
his obituary. – In her mother’s Feb 1923 obituary, Estell is listed as 1 of her children, 
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but the offspring are not differentiated as survivors or not, and the daughters do not 
have married names listed. – In Sep 1919, her husband (ex-husband? Widower?) 
Arthur T. Bridges [sic] applies for a marriage license with Esther B. Wilson in TN; 
they are listed as husband & wife in the 1920 Charlotte, Mecklenburg SC census. –  

• Roy Ramseur Bost, 4 Jul 1886 Gastonia, Gaston NC – 28 Feb 1943 Nashville, 
Davidson Co. TN.  –-Married Mary Margaret Bohan (1877-1959, F: 142971645) on 30 
Dec 1912 in Davidson Co. TN. - Obituaries: “Nashville Tennessean” 1 Mar 1943 p 2 
and“Nashville Tennessean” 2 Mar 1943 p 2 – Dr. Roy Ramseur Bost, age 56, d. 28 
Feb 1943 at his home, 333 Marshall Ave., Nashville. Age 56. Former drugstore 
operator. Born Newton NC. Came to Nashville over 30 years ago & has lived here 
since. Until he retired 2 years ago due to ill health he was proprietor of a drugstore 
at 1226 Lischey Ave. Survived by widow Margaret Bohan Bost, 3 daughters & 2 
brothers: Dr. James R. Bost (Houston TX) & Joseph E. Bost (Greer SC) & sisters Mrs. 
Ruth Lanier (Atlanta GA) & Mrs. John [sic] White of Newton NC. – Buried in Calvary 
Cemetery, Nashville, Davidson TN. F:132669561 

• Bert Bost, 1889-1890. Buried in Eastview Cemetery, Newton, Catawba NC. F: 
130647459 

• Ruth Carolyn Bost Lanier, 1891 Newton, Catawba NC – 29 Nov 1960 Atlanta, Fulton 
GA. - Obituary: “Atlanta Constitution” 1 Dec 1960 p 28 – Mrs. Ruth Bost Lanier, age 
68, of 71 – 13th St. NE, an Atlanta resident for 35 years. Retired clerk of Georgia-
Florida Railroad. Widow of Bailey Lanier. Survived by a daughter. Born Newton NC, 
funeral there on 2 Dec. – Ruth Carolyn Bost married Bailey B. Lanier on 2 Jun 1913 in 
Nashville, Davison TN. Their daughter Evelyn Lanier (1914-2003, F: 260967489) 
married Nathan/Nathaniel Gould on 18 Jun 1939 in Cleburne Co. AL. Evelyn’s birth 
announcement in the newspaper gives a birthdate of 31 Aug 1916, born to Mr. & 
Mrs. Bailey Brown Lanier of 926 W. Eastland, Nashville TN. Her husband may have 
been Bailey Brown Lanier, b. 3 Mar 1888 TN. His WWI draft registration (5 Jun 1917) 
places him at 926 W. Eastland, Nashville TN. In the 1914 Nashville TN city directory, 
Bailey B. Lanier, sales for Organ Ptg. Co., resides at 1024 Jackson NE. – Ruth Lanier 
is buried in Eastview Cemetery, Newton, Catawba NC. F:130647932 

 
Half-siblings: from his mother Martha’s 1st marriage to John C. Reister 

• Adeline (Addie) Winnifred Reister White, 1868 SC - 15 Jan 1945 Newton, Catawba 
NC. -Wife of Lucius Tyrus White (1856 OH – 1922 NC, F: 130605274). Usually 
referred to as Mrs. L.T. White. - Listed as A.W. Reister, age 12, in 1880 census. Addie 
W. Reister married Lucius T./ White on 7 Sep 1889 in Catawba Co. NC.  - Her 
obituary does not use her first name: “Charlotte (NC) Observer” 17 Jan 1945 p. 6 – 
Mrs. L.T. White, age 76, “well known Newton woman,” died at her home on Ashe 
Avenue on Mon., 15 Jan 1945, after a lengthy illness. Lifelong resident of Newton. 
Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. John Register [sic/Reister]. Survived by 2 half-brothers: Dr. 
James R. Bost (Houston TX) & J.E. Bost (Greer SC) & half-sister Mrs. Ruth Lanier 
(Atlanta GA).  Buried in Eastview Cemetery, Newton, Catawba NC. F: 130605331 
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• John C. (J.C.) Reister, 31 Jul 1870 Chester Co. SC – 1 Aug 1917 San Antonio, Bexar 
TX, in the Losoya Hotel on 5th, where he committed suicide with a gunshot wound to 
the head. Was age 10 in the 1880 census. – Wife was C. Ava Lawrence, the daughter 
of Max & Maggie Lawrence. John C. Reister, age 23, married Ava (as she was known) 
on 3 Jan 1894 in Catawba Co. NC. - In the 1910 San Antonio TX city directory, John 
C. Reister (wife Ava) was a traveling freight agent for the SA & AP. They resided at 
247 Washington. – In the 1910 census for San Antonio, Bexar TX, John C. Reister, 38 
SC, parents b. SC, traveling freight agent & wife Ava (28 NC, parents b. NC) were 
roomers with Paulina Barbeck (54 TX, widow), her single son & daughter, a married 
daughter & her sister-in-law. John & Ava had been married 10 years; she had not 
given birth to any children. - At time of his death, was married, railroad man. Son of 
J.C. Reister (b. SC) & Martha Bost (b. NC). Had spent ½ day in San Antonio before 
killing himself. – In the 1918 San Antonio TX city directory, Ava Reister, widow of J.C. 
Reister, resides at 914 S. Alamo. – As Ava Willing Reister, age 37, resident of San 
Antonio TX, she marries Joseph A. Smith, age 45, of DeWitt Co. AR, on 24 Sep 1920. 
Joseph is the son of J.A. Smith & Margaet Bensol, both of whom had been born in 
New Orleans LA. Joseph was born 3 Oct 1873 [also found as 2 Oct 1874] in New 
Orleans, Orleans Parish LA & died 25 Jan 1930 in Little Rock, Pulaski AR & is buried 
in Crowley LA as Joseph D. Smith, F: 6551419. In 1930, the census for Little Rock, 
Pulaski AR lists Mrs. J.A. Smith, residing at 2301 [street name missing], age 45, b. 
NC, parents b. NC, age 19 at her 1st marriage. In the 1937 Little Rock AR city 
directory, Ava Smith, widow of Joseph A. Smith, resides at 2301 Battery.-  Buried in 
Mission Burial Park South, San Antonio, Bexar TX. F: 50137861. 

• Martha Ann (Mattie) Reister, 1872 NC – 1891 (presumably Dec 1891 NC). Listed as 
“M.A.” age 8 in 1880 census. She was a Sunday School teacher. Buried in Eastview 
Cemetery, Newton, Catawba NC. F: 130648250 

• Anna Margaret Reister Ballard, 11 Mar 1873 Catawba Co. NC – 4 Dec 1940 
Gastonia, Gaston NC. Listed as A.M. Reister, age 6m in 1880 census. – Her 
tombstone spells her maiden name as RISTER and inscribes a birthdate of 1863, 
which is incorrect. – Married in 1895 to Walter Daniel Ballard (Sr.) (1895-1953, F: 
96947593). She is listed as Mrs. W.D. Ballard of Gastonia NC in her mother’s Aug 
1917 obituary. – Buried in Hollywood Cemetery, Gastonia, Gaston NC. F: 96947653. 

 
Pre-war: 
 
Graduated 30 May 1911 from University of Louisville – James Robert Bost of NC 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Charlotte (NC) News” 9 Feb 1918 p 5  
Lt. Bost sent a telegram to relatives in Atlanta that he was safe. His mother Mrs. Martha 
Bost lives at 496 Piedmont Ave. His sister is Mrs. Ruth Lanier & brother J.E. Bost is 
connected with the Rexall Co. here.  
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Post-war: 
 
 
In Jun 1931, he was team physician for a baseball team named the “Houston Buffs.” [The 
Houston Buffaloes were a minor league team, the first such team to be associated with a 
Major League Team, in its case, the St. Louis Cardinals.] 
 
 
U.S. Deceased Physician File (American Medical Association – death also recorded in MN 
death records: 
James Robert Bost of Houston TX, b. Newton NC 18 Aug 1882. University of Louisville (KY) 
Medical Department 1911. Clinical professor of orthopedic surgery at Baylor University 
College of Medicine. Member Clinical Orthopaedic Society & American Academy of 
Orthopaedic Surgeons. Fellow of the American College of Surgeons. Served in WWI. Chief, 
orthopedic service, Jefferson Davis Hospital. Attending orthopedic surgeon, Memorial 
Hospital. Orthopedic surgeon at St. Joseph’s Infirmary & Hermann Hospital. Consulting 
orthopedic surgeon, Methodist Hospital. Died in Worrall Hospital, Rochester MN, 16 Mar 
1950, age 67, of coronary sclerosis. 
 
Social Security Number: 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Newton, Catawba NC – his mother, her 1st husband dead & his half-siblings 
M.A. Reister, 29 SC, parents b. SC [Martha Ann Estes Reister] 
A.W., 12 SC, at school [Adeline Winnefred] 
J.C., 10 SC [John C.] 
M.A., 8 NC [Martha Ann] 
A.M., 6 NC [Anna Margaret] 
W. Estes, 60 NC, parents b. NC, house keeping [mother] 
 
1900 Newton, Catawba NC – indexed as BAST 
Edward R. Bost, 47 NC, Apr 1853, parents b. NC, married 20 years, policeman 
Matha A. [sic], 50 SC, Feb 1850, parents b. SC, gave birth to 10 children, 8 are living 
Joseph E., 19 NC, May 1881, cotton mill, sweeper 
James R., 17 NC, Aug 1882, cotton mill, corder (or carder?) 
Estell, 16 NC, May 1884, at school 
Ray, 13 NC, Jul 1886, at school 
Ruth, 8 NC, Jul 1891, at school 
 
1910 Newton, Catawba NC – 236 Oak Ave. – indexed as BART 
Ed Bost, 56 NC, parents b. NC, in 1st marriage, married 30 years, no occupation [indexed as 
Bart & Bort] 
Mattie, 59 SC, parents b. SC, in 2nd marriage, gave birth to 10 children, 8 are living 
Jim, 27 NC, single [son] 



67 
 

Roy, 25 NC, single, traveling salesman [son] 
Ruth, 18 NC [daughter] 
Estell Bridges, 25 NC, in 1st marriage, married 2 years [daughter] 
 
1920 Louisville, Jefferson KY – 1807 S. 1st – conducted 14 Jan 1920 – line 28 
James R. Bost, 38 NC, single, father b. NC, mother b. SC, physician, general practice, 
Boarding with: 
Dr. Otto F. Metcalf, 28 MN (a dentist), his wife, daughter, mother-in-law, 1 female boarder 
& 2 other male boarders (1 of whom is also a physician in general practice) 
 
1920 Atlanta, Fulton GA – Washington St. 
Martha Bost, 69 SC, parents b. SC, widow 
Ruth Lanier, 27 SC, father b. NC, mother b. SC, widow, stenographer, Red Cross [daughter] 
Evelyn Lanier, 5 TN, father b. TN, mother b. NC [granddaughter] 
 
1930 cannot locate 
 
1940 Houston, Harris TX – 2941 Chevy Chase – same place in 1935 
James R. Bost, 57 NC, physician, private practice 
Helen L. Bost, 42 IA, physiotherapist, private practice 
Lois L. Shawver, 35 IA, registered nurse, public health [sister-in-law] 
 
1950 Houston, Harris TX - 2941 Chevy Chase – conducted 10 Apr 1950 – James died 16 Mar 
1950 
Helen L. Bost, 52 IA, widow 
 
 
 


