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TUSCANIA 
    

 

Bales, Ansel Loyd 
1896 IN – 1961 IA 

 

 
 

Ansel Loyd Bales - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/1183547/person/1558491236/media/41536e09-aba5-4443-91f4-

f6ca0d1587fb?_phsrc=yGI501&_phstart=successSource 
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Ansel Loyd Bales & Alva Metcalf Bales- https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/1183547/person/1558491236/media/47c09cc2-9fe7-4b20-82b5-
9d40c715c777?_phsrc=yGI502&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
Ansel Loyd Bales - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/1183547/person/1558491236/media/57abf50c-6ffa-44b4-
8459-86c3d5e8c2f0?_phsrc=cPx3768&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

           

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1183547/person/1558491236/media/47c09cc2-9fe7-4b20-82b5-9d40c715c777?_phsrc=yGI502&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1183547/person/1558491236/media/47c09cc2-9fe7-4b20-82b5-9d40c715c777?_phsrc=yGI502&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1183547/person/1558491236/media/47c09cc2-9fe7-4b20-82b5-9d40c715c777?_phsrc=yGI502&_phstart=successSource
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WWI draft registration - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/16929126:6482 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-ZS6C-

X?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-J3YM&action=view 
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Texas WWI records – records under name Anson Bales but awarded Victory Medal to Ansel 
Bales 

Victory Medal to Ansel Loyd Bales- serial 251358, private, Co. B, 165th Inf., 42nd Div. French 
Command. Recruiting Station, El Paso TX. Resident of Plainview TX, applied 18 Oct 1920. In 

campaigns of Champagne-Marne, Aisne-Marne & Meuse-Argonne. 
Records under name Anson L. Bales – serial 251358, resident of Spring Lake, Lamb TX. 

Inducted into Army at Olton TX 19 Sep 1917 at 21 years, 8 months. Born Mooreland IN. 12th 
Bn, 165th DB to --- ; Camp Travis TX 1 Repl Draft to 31 Mar 1918; 7th Co., 1st Inf Tng Regt to 5 

Apr 1918; Co. B, 165th Inf to discharge. Promoted from private to PFC on 1 Oct 1918. In 
campaigns of Champagne-Marne, Aisne-Marne, Meuse-Argonne, Baccarat & Rendezvous 

de Chausseurs. Slightly wounded 2 Aug 1918. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 – 21 Apr 1919. 
Discharged 15 May 1919. 0% disabled. 

Victory Medal – 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-

W51T?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZR-
J3SM&action=view 
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Obituary of Anson Loyd Bales – “Hampton (IA) Chronicle” Saturday 7 Dec 1963 p 2 
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[page is difficult to read on Newspapers.com] 
Ansel L. Balees of Hampton, d. 1 Dec 1963 at the Lutheran Hospital in Hampton IA. Funeral 
on 3 Dec in Hampton, with military rites at the burial site in the Hampton Cemetery.  In 
failing health for several years & patient in hospital since 24 Nov 1963. Ansel Loyd Bales 
was b. 25 Jan 1896 Henry Co. IN, near Moreland, the son of Mr. & Mrs. Charles Elmer Bales. 
He moved to TX in Oct 1908 & they settled in Lamb Co. TX. Entered the Army 19 Sep 1917, 
discharged 17 May 1917 (later contradicted in same article). Member 1st Battalion 
Replacement & 20th Engineers Replacement until Jan 1918. Tuscania survivor. In Mar 1918 
in Co. B, 165th Infnatry, 42nd Div., 1st Regiment. Sent home 22 Apr 1919 & honorably 
discharged 15 May 1919. Received 4 awards: Purple Heart, Oak Leaf Cluster, Silver Star, 
Presidential Citation. Married 11 Sep 1921 to Mrs. Alva Frances Metcalf in Spring Lake TX. 
One son, Byron Loyd Bales, b. Feb 1925. Family moved to Franklin Co. IA & resided here 
since. Farmed until retired due to ill health Jan 1947. Mr. & Mrs. Bales moved to Hampton & 
he worked in various places, the last being the US Post Office until 1 May 1955. Survived by 
wife Alva, son Byron L. & 1 brother, Arthul O. Bales of Texline TX. Preceded in death by 
parents, 2 brothers & an aunt, Mrs. Evart Martin, Sr., who as a young girl lived with his 
parents. Member Disabled American Veterans.  
 
 

Life: 
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“Waterloo (IA) Courier” Tuesday 18 Aug 1931 p 6 

 
 

 
“Waterloo (IA) Courier” Tuesday 1 Sep 1931 p 6 

 



11 
 

 
“Waterloo (IA) Courier” Tuesday 8 Sep 1931 p 10 

 

 
“Waterloo (IA) Courier” Tuesday 22 Aug 1933 p 6 
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“Waterloo (IA) Courier” Tuesday 20 Aug 1935 p 6 
 

 
“Greene (IA) Recorder” Wednesday 5 Aug 1936 p 8 
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“Greene (IA) Recorder” Wednesday 11 Aug 1937 p 7 

 

 
“Greene (IA) Recorder” Wednesday 8 Sep 1937 p 7 
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“Richmond (IN) Item” Tuesday 30 Aug 1938 p 3 
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“Greene (IA) Recorder” Wednesday 13 Aug 1941 p 5 
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“Greene (IA) Recorder” Wednesday 13 Aug 1941 p 5 
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“Mason City (IA) Globe-Gazette” Saturday 11 Aug 1945 p 7 

 

 
“Waterloo (IA) Courier” Sunday 12 Aug 1945 p 18 
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“Waterloo (IA) Courier” Friday 22 Aug 1947 p 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Hampton (IA) Courier” Thursday 25 Feb 1954 p 14 
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Death of granddaughter – “Mason City (IA) Globe-Gazette” Thursday 16 May 1957 p 2 
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Ansel died 1 Dec 1961 – this article is incorrectly dated as 1963 instead of 1961 on 

Newspapers.com – published in the “Hampton (IA) Chronicle” Saturday 14 Sep 1961 p 7 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/24598289/ 

 
 

 
Wife: 

 

  
marriage to Alva Francis Metcalf on 11 Sep 1921 in Deaf Smith Co. TX - 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/526389:8795?ssrc=pt&tid=7386084&pid=5109726194 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/526389:8795?ssrc=pt&tid=7386084&pid=5109726194
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/526389:8795?ssrc=pt&tid=7386084&pid=5109726194
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“Hampton (IA) Chronicle” Thursday 16 Aug 1962 p 6 
 

 
Article continues – “Mason City (IA) Globe-Gazette” Monday 18 Feb 1946 p 6 
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Children: 

 

 
Son Byron Loyd (Barney) Bales (1923-2011) – Find A Grave 72113690 

 
Father: 

 

 
Charles Elmer Bales - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/7386084/person/5109726037/media/c53643f9-d58e-4d78-a6e3-
7e269667aa9a 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7386084/person/5109726037/media/c53643f9-d58e-4d78-a6e3-7e269667aa9a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7386084/person/5109726037/media/c53643f9-d58e-4d78-a6e3-7e269667aa9a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7386084/person/5109726037/media/c53643f9-d58e-4d78-a6e3-7e269667aa9a
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Lydia Minerva Manifold Bales - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/7386084/person/5108883941/media/d00cc5be-9b14-476d-8223-

c4deef240f1e 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7386084/person/5108883941/media/d00cc5be-9b14-476d-8223-c4deef240f1e
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7386084/person/5108883941/media/d00cc5be-9b14-476d-8223-c4deef240f1e
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7386084/person/5108883941/media/d00cc5be-9b14-476d-8223-c4deef240f1e
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IN death record of mother Lydia Manifold Bales - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1051323:60716 
 

Stepmother: 
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TX death record of Minerva Wilson Bales - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/21836415:2272 
 

 

 
 https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/593103:60282 
 

Siblings: 
 

 
Brother Arthul Owen Bales (1894-1977) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/7386084/person/5109726172/media/a78dc33a-7044-4329-bdcc-

c5f5c539cd5a 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/21836415:2272
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/21836415:2272
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7386084/person/5109726172/media/a78dc33a-7044-4329-bdcc-c5f5c539cd5a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7386084/person/5109726172/media/a78dc33a-7044-4329-bdcc-c5f5c539cd5a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7386084/person/5109726172/media/a78dc33a-7044-4329-bdcc-c5f5c539cd5a
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Brother Gordon Russell Bales (1898-1941) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/7386084/person/5109726203/media/7f3b3a33-c6b8-46e8-ad66-
8e6946d7a016 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7386084/person/5109726203/media/7f3b3a33-c6b8-46e8-ad66-8e6946d7a016
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7386084/person/5109726203/media/7f3b3a33-c6b8-46e8-ad66-8e6946d7a016
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/7386084/person/5109726203/media/7f3b3a33-c6b8-46e8-ad66-8e6946d7a016
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TX death record of Gordon Russell Bales - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062205-
03317?pId=23151661 

 
Brother Robert Paul Bales (1901-1902) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/7386084/person/5109726217/media/6c6baad0-ac6a-41a1-adcb-
26140e7c3c85 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062205-03317?pId=23151661
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062205-03317?pId=23151661
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name: Ansel Loyd Bales 
Name variations: Anson Bales (Tuscania passenger list) 
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private  
Serial number:  251,358 
Entered service from:  Springlake, Lamb TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Anson L. Bales 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Charles E. Bales, Springlake TX 
Returned from war on: "Harrisburg" Apr 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Ansel L. Bales 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Charles E. Bales, Spring Lake TX (PFC, Co. B, 
165th Inf.) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Ansel Loyd Bales - b. 25 Jan 1896 Moreland 
[sic/Mooreland] IN; res: Springlake TX. Single. Farming for Houston Bros., Dimmitt TX. 
Medium height & build. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Ansel Loyd Bales - b. 25 Jan 1896 Mooreland IN; 
res: Hampton (this is the city), Ingham, Franklin Co. IA. NOK Mrs. A.L. Bales of same 
address. Farmer, self-employed. Height: 5’7” – 170 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 19 Sep 1917 
Discharged 15 May 1919 
Address: R. #1, Hampton IA 
Rank/unit: private 1st class, Co. B, 165th Inf., 42nd Div. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 25 Jan 1896 Mooreland, Henry IN 
Died:  1 Dec 1961 Hampton, Franklin IA (Lutheran Hospital) 
Find A Grave record: 215939964 – presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location: Hampton, Franklin IA - IA Graves Registration info & obit "Hampton 
Chronicle" (Hampton IA) 7 Dec 1963 p 2  
Cemetery: Hampton 
Tombstone: “veteran World War I” 
 
Father: Charles Elmer Bales, 21 Apr 1871 Mooreland, Henry Co. IN – 30 May 1949 Earth, 
Lamb T. Son of Benjamin Franklin Bales & Mary Catharine Brown. Buried in Springlake 
Cemetery, Springlake, Lamb TX.  
Find A Grave: 25207676 
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Mother: Lydia Manifold Bales, 27 Jan 1874 Stoney Creek, Henry IN – 18 Feb 1902 Henry Co. 
IN. Daughter of Robert Manifold & Francena Waltz. Died of tuberculosis & pneumonia. 
Buried in Mooreland Cemetery, Mooreland, Henry Co. IN 
Find A Grave: 5137570 
Parents’ marriage: 1894 
 
Stepmother: Minerva A. Wilson Bales, 16 Aug 1868 New Lisbon, Henry Co. IN - 16 Dec 1954 
Amarillo, Potter TX. Daughter of James Wilson (1812 KY – 1881 IIN, F: 50697691) & Lucinda 
Pressel (1833 IN – 1891, F: 50697716). She appears to report in the 1910 census that her 
marriage to Charles Bales is her 2nd marriage. Ancestry.com family trees link her to “Minnie 
Meeks” who in 1900 resides in Pipe Creek, Madison IN, age 31, born Aug 1868 IN, father b. 
KY, mother b. IN, a widow. She resides with a widowed “sister,” Melisie Miller, 62 IN, born 
Jan 1838. But her parents are born in OH. -  A resident of Littlefield, Lamb TX at the time of 
her death, from multiple carcinomas. Buried in Springlake Cemetery, Springlake, Lamb TX.  
Stepmother’s Find A Grave: 25207690 
Stepmother’s marriage:  
 
Spouse:  Alva Frances/Francis (Metcalf) Bales, 22 Nov 1897 Shullsburg, Lafayette WI - 1 
Dec 1969 Hampton, Franklin IA.  
Daughter of Frank Richard Metcalf & Edna E. Rogers. Obituary: “Mason City Globe-
Gazette” 3 Dec 1969 p 23 – age 72, at Franklin General Hospital. Funeral 4 Dec in Hampton 
with burial in Hampton Cemetery. Survived by son Byron Bales, 3 brothers, 3 sisters. 
Buried in Hampton Cemetery, Hampton, Franklin IA with husband Ansel, son Byron & 
daughter-in-law Elizabeth Mennenga Bales. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 215939963 
Marriage:  of Ansel Bales & Alva Metcalf on 11 Sep 1921 in Deaf Smith Co. TX. 
 
Children: 

• Byron Loyd (“Barney”) Bales, 22 Feb 1923 Dimmitt, Castro TX – 24 Jun 2011 
Hampton, Franklin IA. Graduate of Hansell High School (1940). Served in the US 
Navy & Army. Married Elizabeth Louise Mennenga (1920-2009, F: 39268227) on 12 
Jan 1947 in Shell Rock IA. Farmer & carpenter. Buried in Hampton Cemetery, 
Hampton, Franklin IA. F: 72113690.  

 
Siblings: 

• Arthul Owen Bales (often spelled as Arthur), 15 Oct 1894 New Castle, Henry IN – 22 
Jan 1977 Bellevue, King Co. WA. Husband of Gladys C. [Roxie Gladys] Coventry 
(1897-1978, F: 6962005). Buried in Sunset Hills Memorial Park, Bellevue, King Co. 
WA. F: 6962007 

• Gordon Russell Bales, 8 Nov 1898 Henry Co. IN – 22 Aug 1941 Lubbock, Lubbock 
TX. Husband of Cora Ramsey (1902-1974, F: 47436737). Buried in Plainview 
Cemetery, Plainview, Hale TX.  F: 47436738 
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• Robert Paul Bales, 23 Aug 1901 Henry Co. IN – 28 Aug 1902 Henry Co. IN. Find A 
Grave record lists father (in text) as Clyde. Buried in Mooreland Cemetery, 
Mooreland, Henry IN. F; 51375715 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
 
World War veterans who hadn’t seen each other since being discharged from the Army 21 
years ago were reunited at Spirit Lake IA, when Frank Deel of Spirit Lake entertained Ansel 
Bales of Hampton IA as his house guest. The two had been planning the reunion since they 
learned of each others’ whereabouts. – cannot locate source as of 8 Nov 2023, could seem 
to be ca. 1940, as 21 years had passed since Ansel was discharged from the Army. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number:484-30-1259 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Stony Creek township, Henry Co. IN – conducted 15 Jun 1900 
Charley Bales, 29 IN, Apr 1872, parents b. IN, married 6 years, father b. IN, mother b. NC, 
farmer 
Lyddia M., 27 IN, Jan 1873, parents b. IN, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living 
Arthul O., 5 IN, Oct 1894 
Ancel [sic] L., 4 IN, Jan 1896 
Gordon R., 1 IN, Nov 1898 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 2, Lamb Co. TX 
Chas. E. Bales, 34 IN, parents b. US, in 2nd marriage, married 6 years, farmer, general farm 
Minerva, 40 IN, father b. KY, mother b. IN, in 2nd marriage, given birth to zero children [this is 
Ansel’s stepmother] 
Arthel O., 15 IN, parents b. IN, farm laborer, home 
Ansel L., 14 IN, parents b. IN, farm laborer, home 
Gordon R., 11 IN, parents b. IN 
& Charles’s sister Opal E. Bales, 18 IN, parents b. US, single, housework 
[for the children: both parents b. IN] 
 
1920 – Ansel is double-counted in the 1920 census 
1920 Justice Precinct 1, Castro Co. TX –  
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Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/105679288:6061?tid=&pid=&queryId=895f68be1ec57346397438cc9708e37
d&_phsrc=cPx3771&_phstart=successSource 

 
Arthred (or Arthel) O. Bales, 27 IN, single, farmer, pardners [sic] [cannot read] commercial 
Ansel L., 23 IN, single, same occupation as Arthul 
 
1920 Justice Precinct 2, Lamb Co. TX – double-counted in 1920 census 
Charles S. Bales, 47 IN, father b. IN, mother b. NC, farmer 
Minerva, 51 IN, father b. KY, mother b. IN 
Arthul Q., 24 IN, farmer 
Ansel L., 22 IN, farm laborer 
Gordon R., 21 IN, farm laborer 
[for the children: parents b. IN] 
 
1930 Ingham, Franklin IA – New Road I-50 
Ansel L. Bales, 34 IN, parents b. IN, age 25 at 1st marriage, farmer, general farm, WWI 
veteran 
Alva F., 32 WI, parents b. WI, age 23 at 1st marriage 
Byron L., 7 TX 
 
1940 Ingham, Franklin IA – in 1935 in rural 
Ansel Bales, 44 IN, farmer, farm 
Alve, 42 WI 
Byron, 17 TX 
 
1950 Hampton, Franklin IA – 204 -2nd Ave. NW 
Ansel L. Bales, 54 [misread & misindexed as 34] IN, janitor, postoffice [sic] 
Alva, 52 WI 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/105679288:6061?tid=&pid=&queryId=895f68be1ec57346397438cc9708e37d&_phsrc=cPx3771&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/105679288:6061?tid=&pid=&queryId=895f68be1ec57346397438cc9708e37d&_phsrc=cPx3771&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/105679288:6061?tid=&pid=&queryId=895f68be1ec57346397438cc9708e37d&_phsrc=cPx3771&_phstart=successSource

