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TUSCANIA 

 

Booth, John Alfred (Sr.) 
1888 IL – 1960 CA 

 

 
John Alfred Booth - "Chicago Tribune" 10 Feb 1918 p 2  

 

 
John Alfred Booth - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/12262329/person/-

250348419/media/6845a569-aa6f-4a9e-a200-
aed7aee0251f?_phsrc=yGI1298&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/12262329/person/-250348419/media/6845a569-aa6f-4a9e-a200-aed7aee0251f?_phsrc=yGI1298&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/12262329/person/-250348419/media/6845a569-aa6f-4a9e-a200-aed7aee0251f?_phsrc=yGI1298&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/12262329/person/-250348419/media/6845a569-aa6f-4a9e-a200-aed7aee0251f?_phsrc=yGI1298&_phstart=successSource
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1907 Springfield IL city directory - 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2469/records/364511632 
 

 
CA voter registration for Riverside Co. CA 1954 – John, his wife & son, two Republicans & 1 

Democrat - https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61066/records/68387955 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61066/records/68387955
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/722087?tid=&pid=&queryId=
26e37eb4-830e-429e-8e48-275b82e6dde9&_phsrc=cPx31306&_phstart=successSource 

 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/722087?tid=&pid=&queryId=26e37eb4-830e-429e-8e48-275b82e6dde9&_phsrc=cPx31306&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/722087?tid=&pid=&queryId=26e37eb4-830e-429e-8e48-275b82e6dde9&_phsrc=cPx31306&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/857629?tid=&pid=&queryId=
25afb8c4-7fc8-426f-8f25-5b84baff34d6&_phsrc=cPx31308&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-27LX-

X?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPT4-
33LQ&action=view&cc=2968245 

 
Life: 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/857629?tid=&pid=&queryId=25afb8c4-7fc8-426f-8f25-5b84baff34d6&_phsrc=cPx31308&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2375/records/857629?tid=&pid=&queryId=25afb8c4-7fc8-426f-8f25-5b84baff34d6&_phsrc=cPx31308&_phstart=successSource
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-27LX-X?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPT4-33LQ&action=view&cc=2968245
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-27LX-X?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPT4-33LQ&action=view&cc=2968245
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-27LX-X?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPT4-33LQ&action=view&cc=2968245
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“Chicago Tribune” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 2 
 

 
“Paxton (IL) Record” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“San Bernardino County Sun” (San Bernardino CA) Wednesday 3 Dec 1924 p 9 
 
 

Wife Sarah K. Allison 
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Sarah K. Allison Booth Hickey Kessler  - Find A Grave 177371909 

 
Wife Margaret Evans 

 



9 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5180/records/11077563?tid=&pid=&queryI
d=dc0ce059-71b1-4f9a-a4ce-

b77a4e906509&_phsrc=cPx31299&_phstart=successSource 
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“Fort Collins (CO) Coloradian” Saturday 5 Nov 1921 p 8 

 
 

Son by Sarah K. Allison 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/61682/records/49747?tid=&pid=&queryId=
8723f18d-bfa4-4c4e-bbd4-22b38b748603&_phsrc=cPx31264&_phstart=successSource 

 
Son by Margaret Evans 

 

 
“Riverside (CA) Daily Press” Friday 4 Jun 1926 p 11 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/5247/records/1274233?tid=&pid=&queryId
=57297fd1-f715-41bf-9a38-b566fd345f91&_phsrc=cPx31273&_phstart=successSource 
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WWII draft registration of John Jr. on 5 Jun 1944 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2238/records/18396921?tid=&pid=&queryI

d=7629c9b4-d486-4beb-977e-
6dbd051ebc7a&_phsrc=cPx31283&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7545/records/310162595?tid=&pid=&quer

yId=5b09765e-d929-4b25-899e-
10b07057ebce&_phsrc=cPx31275&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3693/records/89387665 
 
 

Father:  

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7545/records/310162595?tid=&pid=&queryId=5b09765e-d929-4b25-899e-10b07057ebce&_phsrc=cPx31275&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7545/records/310162595?tid=&pid=&queryId=5b09765e-d929-4b25-899e-10b07057ebce&_phsrc=cPx31275&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7545/records/310162595?tid=&pid=&queryId=5b09765e-d929-4b25-899e-10b07057ebce&_phsrc=cPx31275&_phstart=successSource
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“Riverside CA Daily Press” Saturday 17 May 1930 p 11 

 
Siblings: 

 

 
Brother Roy Booth (1877-          )  – is this him? “Daily Illinois State Journal” (Springfield IL) 

Friday 1 Jul 1898 p 3 
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Brother Dr. Robert P. Booth, DDS (1879-1960) – Find A Grave 180851011 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/records/9997008 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/1002/records/9997008
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2542/records/334755 

 

 

 
Sister Alma Elizabeth Booth Scharf (1881-1961) – “St. Louis (MO) Globe-Democrat” 

Saturday 21 Mar 1903 p 5 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2542/records/334755
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Brother Curtis William Booth (1884-1976) – 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2556/records/1386619?tid=105045721&pi
d=112388683252&ssrc=pt 

 

 
Death of Curtis’s wife Ola Fay Delano - “Chicago Tribune” Tuesday 27 Jan 1920 p 23 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2556/records/1386619?tid=105045721&pid=112388683252&ssrc=pt
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/2556/records/1386619?tid=105045721&pid=112388683252&ssrc=pt
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Death of Curtis’s wife Mabel B. Foute – “Chicago Tribune” Saturday 12 Sep 1953 p 30 

 
 
 
 
 

 
“Wichita (KS) Beacon” Friday 3 Sep 1976 p 11 
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Married Caroline in 1955 – “Wichita (KS) Eagle” Thursday 7 Aug 1980 p 16 
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“Tulsa (OK) World” Wednesday 10 Nov 1965 p 11 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
Name: John Alfred Booth (Sr.) 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  249,952 
Entered service from:  Springfield, Sangamon IL 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: John A. Booth 
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Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Sarah R. Booth, 1033 S. 4th St., Springfield IL 
Returned from war on: "Maui" May 1919, "walking patient requiring no dressing" 
Sailed on return ship as: John A. Booth 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Sarah Booth, 1033 S. 4th St., Springfield IL 
(pvt, 168th Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as John Alfred Booth - b. 19 Jan 1888 Springfield IL; 
res: 1452A – 42nd Ave., San Francisco CA. Married. Bartender, Grover Landis, 1444 – 48th 
Ave. Medium height & build. 
World War II draft registration (1942):  as John Alfred Booth - b. 19 Jan 1888 Springfield IL; 
res: 110 Pontiac St., Riverside, Riverside CA. NOK Dr. R.P. Booth, Springfield IL. Not 
employed. Height: 5’7” – 160 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 23 Nov 1917 
Discharged 20 Jun 1919 
Address: Spfld [Springfield] IL  [note: Los A.] 
Rank/unit: corporal, M D  
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  9 Jan 1888 Springfield, Sangamon IL 
Died: 9 Feb 1960 Riverside CA 
Find A Grave record: 7289541, presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Burial location: Riverside, Riverside CA 
Cemetery: Evergreen Memorial Park & Mausoleum 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Illinois Cpl 186th Aero Squadron  WWI 
Headstone application: serial 249952, enlisted 23 Nov 1917, discharged 20 Jun 1919, 
corporal, 186th Aero Squadron Air Service, b. 19 Jan 1888, d. 9 Feb 1960. Wanted flat stone, 
no religious emblem, burial in Riverside. Wife: Mrs. Margaret Booth, 3894 Pontiac Ave., 
Riverside CA) 
 
Father: William Booth, Nov 1852 IL - 13 May 1930 Riverside, Riverside CA at age 77.  
Following his divorce from Sarah, William moved to CA while she stayed in IL. 
Buried in Olivewood Cemetery, Riverside, Riverside CA. 
Find A Grave: 243305121 
 
Mother: Sarah Ann Milner (Miliner/Milliner) Booth, 1 Sep 1853 Terre Haute, Vigo IN - 30 Jan 
1943 Springfield, Sangamon IL. 
Daughter of John Milner & Jemima Hale. 
Following her divorce from William, she remained in Illinois. 
Buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery, Springfield, Sangamon IL, F: 23157743 
Find A Grave: 23157743 
Parents’ marriage: 30 May 1876 Terre Haute, Vigo IN. Divorced between 1900 & 1910. 
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Spouse:  Sarah K. Allison Booth Hickey Kessler, 26 Dec 1890 Springfield, Sangamon IL – 10 
Feb 1956 Chicago, Cook IL. 
Parents b. Scotland. From Roman Catholic Diocese of Springfield Sacramental Records: 
Daughter of Hugo Allison & Catherine Gillen.  
On 16 Nov 1906, she married John Booth, son of William Booth & Sadie Milliner, on 16 Nov 
1906 in St. Joseph’s Catholic Church Springfield IL.  The same records denote the baptism 
of their son, Carl Booth, born 18 Mar 1907, baptized 21 Apr 1907, the son of J. Booth & 
Sarah Allison, four months after his parents’ marriage. John is listed in 1910 census in San 
Francisco as married (but he is living in a hotel without a wife listed). Married on WWI draft 
registration (1917). He reported in the 1930 census that he had been first married at age 
21; he was age 42, so that computes the marriage as ca. 1909.  
By the 1910 census, Sarah is living with her mother Kathryn Allison, age 54, widow, b. 
Scotland & her 10 siblings in Springfield IL, using the surname “Allison” and listing herself 
as single.  There is no mention of Carl. She is employed in bench work in a watch factory.  
Circa 1911, Sarah K. Allison married John Edward Hickey (1890-1970, F: 108704347). A 
divorce was filed 14 Aug 1919 in Springfield, Sangamon IL. They had 2 children: Geraldine 
Myra Hickey & Charles Edward (“Bud”) Hickey. 
On 12 Dec 1922, Sarah married Bruno Kessler (1887-1971, F: 197150097. Her 2 Hickey 
children took the Kessler surname.  
Buried in Mount Emblem Cemetery, Elmhurst, DuPage IL. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 177371909 
Marriage: 16 Nov 1906 Springfield, Sangamon IL in St. Joseph’s Catholic Church. By the 
1910 census, Sara K. Allison reported she was single. 
 
Spouse: Margaret Evans Booth, 31 Aug 1901 CO – 9 Jun 1965 Riverside Co. CA.  
Daughter of Wiley Evans (1869 TX – 1931 Durango CO, F: 160984830) & Margaret Shermer 
(1874 Germany – 1964, F: 160984841).  
In the 1910 census for Durango, La Plata CO, Margaret Evans, age 8, b. CO, lived with 
parents Wiley W. (42 TX, meat cutter in a butcher shop) & Mary (35 Germany) & her 3 
siblings.   
In the 1920 census, age 18, Margaret Evans, age 18, b.CO, lived in Durango, La Plata CO 
with father Wiley Evans (53 TX) & Mary (45 Germany). She was a saleslady in a grocery 
store. 
Buried in Evergreen Memorial Park, Riverside, Riverside CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 143820494 
 
Spouse: Caroline 
 
Children: by Sarah Allison 

• Carl A. Booth, 18 Mar 1907 Springfield, Sangamon IL -   Baptized 21 Apr 1907 in St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church, Springfield, Sangamon IL.  Married Mary Hazel on 7 Jul 
1925.  

 
Children: by Margaret Evans 
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• John Alfred Booth, Jr., 4 Jun 1926 Riverside Co. CA – 11 Jan 2011 Logan, Cache UT . 
On his WWII draft registration, he is a resident of 110 Pontiac Ave., West Riverside 
CA. 

 
Siblings: 

• Roy Booth, Apr 1877 IL -   Listed in 1900 census as Rowey. An insurance agent. His 
mother reports she has given birth to 5 children, 5 of whom are living, in the 1910 
census (conducted 22 Apr 1910) which would imply that Roy is alive.   

• Robert Peter Booth, 9 Feb 1879 Springfield, Sangamon IL – 1 Mar 1960 Springfield, 
Sangamon IL. Dentist. – Married Lucy Ada Edelman (18 Jan 1887 IL – 21 Mar 1946 
Springfield, Sangamon IL, buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery also but not on Find A 
Grave as of 1 Feb 2025. Lucy was the daughter of William Edelman & Emily 
Hartwein. - On his WWII draft card, John lists Dr. R.P. Booth of Springfield IL as his 
next-of-kin. Was survived by his brother Curtis & his sister, Mrs. Alma Scharf. Buried 
in Oak Ridge Cemetery, Springfield, Sangamon IL. F: 180851011 

• Alma Elizabeth / Elizabeth Alma Booth, 13 Oct 1881 Springfield, Sangamon IL – 13 
Aug 1961 Springfield, Sangamon IL. Wife of Louis Levi Scharf (1880-1951, F: 
23157761). – Alma & Louis obtained a marriage license in St. Louis MO in Mar 1903. 
- Buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery, Springfield, Sangamon IL. F: 23157770 

• Curtis William Booth, 16 Sep 1884 [Sep 1883 in 1900 census)- - Sep 1976 Cedar 
Vale, Chautauqua KS. – Married in 1906 to Ola Fay Delano (1889-1920, F: 
122338619), buried in Illinois, daughter of Arthur Franklin Delano. – Married Mabel 
B. Foute (1887-10 Sep 1953 Dunedin FL, F: 143875817, buried in Illinois. Mabel died 
10 Sep 1953 in Dunedin FL. She was the daughter of John & Barbara M. Foute – 
Married in 1955 to Caroline B. Meldrum (1894- died 5 Aug 1980 KS, F: 23983728). - 
Buried in Cedar Vale Cemetery, Cedar Vale, Chautauqua KS. F: 23983728  
 

Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
U.S. National Homes for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers – records at Sawtelle CA – enlisted 23 
Nov 1917 in Springfield IL. Private, 186th Aero Squadron, discharged 20 Jun 1919 at Camp 
Grant IL. Admitted with constipation & neurasthenia. B. IL, age 42, Protestant, mechanic, 
CA resident, married. NOK Margaret Booth, 116 – 20th St. RR 2, Riverside CA. Admitted 27 
Jul 1930. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 552-12-9437 
 
Censuses: 
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1880 Springfield, Sangamon IL- conducted 7/8 Jun 1880 – 1107 E. Capital Ave. 
Wm. Booth, 27 IL, parents b. England, machinist 
Sarah, 20? 22? IL, parents b. England, keeping house 
Roy, 3 IL, “born crippled hand” (with is misindexed as “born crippled head”) 
Robert, 1 IL 
 
1900 Springfield, Sangamon IL – 1229 S. 5th St. – conducted 9 Jun 1900 – line 80 
Found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/7602/records/3453822?tid=&pid=&queryId
=b6966b7f-9370-4f9a-be82-314176df562d&_phsrc=cPx31325&_phstart=successSource 
William Booth, 47 IL, Nov 1852, parents b. England, married 24 years, insurance agent 
Sarrah, 46 IN, Sep 1853, parents b. England, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Rowey, 23 IL, Apr 1877, single, insurance agent, parents b. IL [other children father b. IL, 
mother b. IN] [son] 
Robert P., 21 IL, Feb 1879, grocery salesman [son] 
Elizabeth A., 28 IL, Oct 1871, at school [daughter – believe this should be Oct 1881, age 18 
Curtis, 26 IL, Sep 1878, at school [son – believe this should be Sep 1883, age 16] 
John A., 22 IL, Jan 1878 or 1888 [written over], at school [son – believe this should be Jan 
1888, age 12] 
A note on the Ancestry.com record says “Springfield Roman Catholic Ursuline Academy” 
from line 67 on 
 
1910 San Francisco, San Franciso CA – 146 Jackson St. – conducted 6 May 1910 – line 87 
John A. Booth, 24 IL, status: married, married 5 years, father b. IL, mother b. IN, in 1st 
marriage, salesman, draperies, living with hotel operator Henry Esche with 15 other 
lodgers 
 
1910 Springfield, Sangamon IL – conducted 22 Apr 1910 
Sarah Booth, 55 IN, parents b. England, divorced, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
R.F., 30 IL, father b. IL, mother b. IN, single, dentist 
 
1920 
 
1930 West Riverside, Riverside CA – 601 [no street name] 
John A. Booth, 42 IL, father b. IL, mother b. IN, age 21 at 1st marriage, disabled war veteran, 
WWI veteran 
Margaret, 28 CO, father b. TX, mother b. Germany, age 20 at 1st marriage 
John A., 3 years 10 months CA, father b. IL, mother b. CO (birth computes to ca. Jun 1926) 
 
1930 Riverside, Riverside CA – his father William – Riverside County Hospital – census 
conducted 4 Apr 1930] [William died 13 May 1930 in Riverside CA] 
William Booth, 79 IL, parents b. IN, “inmate” in Magnolia P---.  
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1940 West Riverside, Riverside CA – 110 Pontiac – same place in 1935 – census page 
undated, previous page dated 18 Apr 1940, succeeding page not dated 
John A. Booth, 52 IL, no occupation 
Margaret, 38 CO, no occupation 
John A., Jr., 13 CA 
 
1950 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


