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TUSCANIA 

 

Bolding, Lester Dee 
1894 TX – 1948 TX 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-2789-

H?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZ5-
NR3N&action=view 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-2789-H?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZ5-NR3N&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-2789-H?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZ5-NR3N&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-2789-H?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZ5-NR3N&action=view
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-L9MN-

Q39M?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-
DSDT&action=view 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/22384921:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=b1068d3f-1d43-4330-8d87-
06ba505ea2bc&_phsrc=cPx16306&_phstart=successSource 

 
Life: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/22384921:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=b1068d3f-1d43-4330-8d87-06ba505ea2bc&_phsrc=cPx16306&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/22384921:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=b1068d3f-1d43-4330-8d87-06ba505ea2bc&_phsrc=cPx16306&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/22384921:2272?tid=&pid=&queryId=b1068d3f-1d43-4330-8d87-06ba505ea2bc&_phsrc=cPx16306&_phstart=successSource
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 7 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Friday 21 Sep 1928 p 19 

 
 

Wife: 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/25923390:9168?ssrc=pt&tid=2827313&pid=1445833605 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/25923390:9168?ssrc=pt&tid=2827313&pid=1445833605
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/25923390:9168?ssrc=pt&tid=2827313&pid=1445833605
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“Longview (TX) News-Journal” Monday 31 Jan 1955 p 15 

 
 

 
“Longview (TX) News-Journal” Wednesday 9 Feb 1972 p 10 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062851-

00638?pId=1219757 
 
 

Siblings: 
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Sister Hattie Lee Bolding Foster (1883-1966) – Find A Grave 45197554 
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Brother LeRoy Bolding (1887-1969) – Find A Grave 45741305 
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Find A Grave 45741305 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/61180452:2272 
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Published in “Tyler County Booster” 18 Dec 1969 – Find A Grave 45741305 
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Sister Veatrice Bolding Grissom (1895-1969) – Find A Grave 5489952 

 

 
Veatrice Bolding Grissom (1895-1969) – Find A Grave 5489952 
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Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Lester Dee Bolding 
Name variations:   
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 18th/Co. F - private 
Serial number:  250,769 
Entered service from:  Thicket, Hardin TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Lester D. Bolding 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. D.E. Bolding, Thicket TX 
Returned from war on:  "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Lester Bolding 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Delura E. Bolding, Fostoria TX (PFC, 18th 
Co., 20th Engrs, Forestry)  
 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Lester D. Bolding - b. 29 Aug 1894 Avinger, Cass TX; 
res: Mill, Pittsburg, Camp TX. Single. Mother dependent on him. Night ticket clerk for M K & 
T Railroad [Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad, the “Katy”] and express clerk for American 
Express. Medium height; stout build. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Lester Dee Bolding - b. 29 Aug 1894 Avinger, Cass 
TX; res: Pittsburg, Camp TX (mailing address: Jefferson, Marion TX]. Wife Mrs. Willie Bolding 
of Pittsburg TX.  Employed by L & A Ry [Louisiana & Arkansas Railway] at Jefferson TX, from 
Shreveport, Caddo Parish LA. Height: 5’9 ½” – 180 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 19 Sep 1917 
Discharged 11 Jun 1919 
Address: Pgh TX [i.e., Pittsburg TX] 
Rank/unit: private 1st class, 18th Co., 20th Engineers 
TX WWI record: serial 250769, resident Pittsburgh [sic], Camp TX. Inducted at Pittsburg TX 
19 Sep 1917 at age 22 years, 7 months. Born Pittsburg TX. Co. K, 359th Infantry to ---, MG 
Co., 359th Inf. to 29 Dec 1917, Cas Det 10 Engineers to 25 Jul 1919 [i.e. 1919], 18th Co. 20 
Engineers to discharge. Became private 1st class 1 Apr 1918. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 28 
May 1919. Discharged 11 Jun 1919. 0% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  29 Aug 1894 Avinger, Cass TX 
Died: 26 Aug 1948 Pittsburg, Camp TX 
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Find A Grave record: 127430698, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Pittsburg, Camp TX 
Cemetery: Rose Hill 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: James Monroe (Jim/J.M.) Bolding, Sep 1856 Abilene, Taylor TX – 1901 Cass Co. TX.  
Son of David (Dave/W.H.) Bolding & Rebekah Jane Black. 
On his son Leroy’s Find A Grave record 45741305, it says that James was killed in a shingle 
mill or a grist mill or other explosion. The 1900 census the year prior to his death lists him 
as the proprietor of a shingle mill. 
Buried in Avinger Cemetery, Avinger, Cass TX.. 
Find A Grave: 104521032 
 
Mother: Delura Elizabeth Darnell Bolding, 28 Dec 1866 Cleveland, White TX – 27 Jun 1940 
Conroe, Montgomery TX.  
Daughter of John Bennett Darnell (1839-1875) & Anna Myrtle or W. Davidson. 
When Lester’s mother died, her surviving children were Mrs. O.A. Grissom (Fort Worth TX), 
Mrs. J.S. Foster (Magnolia TX), Roy Bolding (Warren TX) & L.D. Bolding (Pittsburg TX). 
Buried in Avinger Cemetery, Avinger, Cass TX. 
Find A Grave: 53994171 
Married: 25 Jun 1882 Marion Co. TX. 
 
Spouse: Willie Thompson Bolding, 6 May 1890 Upshur Co. TX – 7 Feb 1972 Camp Co. TX. 
Daughter of James Garner Thompson & Sarah Emmaline (Emma) Garrett Thompson.   
Obituary: “Longview (TX) News-Journal” 9 Feb 1972 p 10 – funeral for Mrs. Willie Bolding, 
age 81, of Pittsburg on 10 Feb. Long-time resident of Camp Co. Died 7 Feb 1972 at the 
Medical & Surgical Hospital after a long illness.  Retired employee of Southwestern Bell 
Telephone Co. Survived by nieces & nephews. 
Buried in Rose Hill Cemetery, Pittsburg, Camp TX.                
Spouse Find A Grave: 127430748 
Marriage: 28 Oct 1922 Titus Co. TX 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: an additional sibling is noted in the 1900 census but not listed there 

• Hattie Lee Bolding Foster, 25 Apr 1883 Cass Co. TX – 3 Sep 1966 Conroe, 
Montgomery TX. Wife of James Singleton Foster (1880-1950, F: 45197395) whom 
she married 22 Dec 1909 in Marion Co. TX. Buried in Conroe Memorial Park, Conroe, 
Montgomery TX. F: 45197554 

• LeRoy (“Roy”) Bolding, 19 Aug 1887 Sipe Springs, Cass Co. TX – 9 Dec 1969 
Woodville, Tyler TX. Biography on Find A Grave record notes he had “carrot red 
hair.” Married 14 Jun 1914 in Tyler Co. TX to Dora Cordelia Justice (1898-1994, F: 
45741361). Buried in Warren Cemetery, Warren, Tyler TX. F : 45741305  
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• Veatrice Bolding Grissom, 25 Mar 1895 Avinger, Cass TX – 2 Oct 1969 Fort Worth, 
Tarrant TX. Wife of Ollie Alvin Grissom (1895-1966, F: 5489947) whom she married 3 
Feb 1918 in Titus Co. TX. Buried in Masonic Cemetery, Mount Pleasant, Titus TX. F: 
5489952 

 
Notes: 
Wartime: 
Post-war: 
Obituary: 
TX Deaths: resident Lafatte St., Pittsburg, Camp TX. Resident for 30 years. Died 26 Aug 
1948. Married. Born 29 Aug 1894 Cass Co. TX. Was railroad cashier [misspelled “cashiar”], 
doing railroad work. Son of Jim Bolding (birthplace unknown) & Delorie Darnell (b. TX). Died 
of valvular heart disease, cerebral hemorrhage. Card is signed by Mrs. Willie Bolding. Burial 
in Pittsburg TX. 
 
Social Security Number: 703-12-5942 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 8, Cass Co. TX 
J.M. Bolding, 43 TX, Sep 1856, parents b. TN, married 18 years, proprietor, shingle mill 
D.E., 34 TX, Dec 1856, parents b. TN, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Hattie L., 17 TX, Apr 1883 
Leroy, 12 TX, Aug 1887 
Veatrice, 9 TX, Mar 1891 
Lester, 4 TX, Aug 1895 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 8, Cass Co. TX 
Delura E. Bolding, 40 TX, father b. TN, mother b. IL, widow, dressmaker, at home – indexed 
as Delusa but can also be read as Delura 
Leroy J., 22 TX, parents b. TX, single, driver, sawmill 
Lester D., 16 TX, parents b. TX, laborer, sawmill 
Jerusha Darnell [indexed as Darrell but can be read as Darrell, her & Delura’s birth 
surname], 30 TX, single, father b. TN, mother b. IL, no occupation [sister] 
 
1920 Pittsburg, Camp TX – line 69 
Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/105669614:6061?tid=&pid=&queryId=b0c1819e-01cc-4b8e-8922-
f5a090da7f1c&_phsrc=cPx16316&_phstart=successSource 
Lester D. BOLTON [sic], 25 TX, parents b. TX, single, laborer, railroad. 
With 2 other male boarders, lodging with the Esker & Hylma Williams family.  
 
1930 Pittsburg, Camp TX – Church St. – rental property 
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Lester Bolding, 35 TX, parents b. TX, age 27 at 1st marriage, telegraph operator, railroad, 
WWI veteran 
Willie, 39 TX, father b. TX, mother b. GA, age 31 at 1st marriage, operator, telephone 
company [wife] 
 
1940 Pittsburg, Camp TX – LaFayette St. – same house in 1935 
Sandy BOLDIN, 49 TX, agent, railroad 
Willie, 45 TX, operator, telephone office [wife] 
 
1950 Pittsburg, Camp TX 
Willie Bolding, 60 TX, widowed 
 
 


