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TUSCANIA 

  
 

Bluhm, Bruno Edward 
1891/1892 TX – 1975 TX 

 

 
Bruno Edward Bluhm was the census taker (enumerator) for the 1930 census – and entered 

himself on this same page for residents of Precinct 8, Refugio County TX. He listed his 
occupation as “census taker.” 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-2QCF-

V?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP86-
CNPH&action=view 

 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-2QCF-V?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP86-CNPH&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-2QCF-V?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP86-CNPH&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-2QCF-V?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP86-CNPH&action=view
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QSQ-G9MN-39VW-

F?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-D9TD&action=view 
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Left: “Victoria (TX) Advocate” Thursday 5 Jun 1975 p 12 and right: Friday 6 Jun 1975 p 12 
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Bruno & Mary serve as postmasters of Austwell, Refugio Co. TX - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1932/images/30439_065511-
00338?pId=949558 

 
 
 

Life: 
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“Austin (TX) American-Statesman” Thursday 21 Sep 1911 p 4 

 

 
“Victoria (TX) Daily Advocate” Tuesday 14 Jul 1914 p 3 
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Article continues – “Austin (TX) American” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
German language newspaper – “Freie Presse für Texas” (San Antonio TX) Wednesday 27 

Mar 1918 p 4 – claims both of Bruno’s legs were amputated but he had zero percent 
disability according to TX military records when discharged 23 April 1919 - and his WII draft 
registration on 27 Apr 1942 notes only that he had a scar on his lower lip – and they should 

have noticed two artificial legs. 
 

German language:  
“Bruno Bluhm aus Cuero, der sich auf dem Dampfer “Tuscania” befand, als er in den 

Grund bebohrt wurde, erlitt so schwere Verletzungen, dass ihm beide Beine abgenommen 
warden mussten.” 
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English translation: Bruno from Cuero, who was on the steamer “Tuscania” when it was 
torpedoed onto the seafloor, suffered such severe injuries that both of his legs had to be 

removed.” 
 

 
“Corpus Christi (TX) Times” Friday 25 Sep 1942 p 16 
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Excerpt: 

 
“Corpus Christi (TX) Times” Sunday 2 Feb 1947 p 6 
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“Victoria (TX) Advocate” Sunday 21 May 1950 p 4 
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“Victoria (TX) Advocate” Wednesday 12 Aug 1953 p 14 

 
 
 
 
 

 
“Victoria (TX) Advocate” Friday 22 Jan 1954 p 3 
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“Victoria (TX) Advocate” Friday 7 Jul 1961 p 8 

 
 
 
 

 
“Victoria (TX) Advocate” Saturday 4 May 1963 p 5 

 

 
“Victoria (TX) Advocate” Monday 11 Oct 1977 p 6 
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“Victoria (TX) Advocate” Thursday 25 Jan 1973 p 9 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/435789594/ 

 
Wife: 

 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/435789594/
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“Corpus Christi (TX) Caller-Times” Sunday 21 Aug 1955 p 29 (1C) 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/758257218/ 
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“Corpus Christi (TX) Caller-Times” Sunday 21 Aug 1955 p 31 (3C) - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/755892525/ 
 
 
 

 
marriage to Mary Adair 8 Aug 1925 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/755892525/
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/9168_b930127-
00182?pId=41045358 

 

 
TX death record - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062923-
00289?pId=817109 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/9168_b930127-00182?pId=41045358
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/9168_b930127-00182?pId=41045358
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062923-00289?pId=817109
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b062923-00289?pId=817109


17 
 

  
“Victoria (TX) Advocate” Wednesday 5 Jun 1974 p 10 
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“Austin (TX) American” Wednesday 12 Sep 1956 p 7 

       
 

Father: 
 

 
William Bluhm & wife Dorothea Rabke Bluhm - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/73778376/person/182499824591/media/be5d03a4-bfa8-45ef-b75d-
0b352f852ac4 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/73778376/person/182499824591/media/be5d03a4-bfa8-45ef-b75d-0b352f852ac4
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/73778376/person/182499824591/media/be5d03a4-bfa8-45ef-b75d-0b352f852ac4
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/73778376/person/182499824591/media/be5d03a4-bfa8-45ef-b75d-0b352f852ac4
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TX death record of William Bluhm –  
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062044-
02959?pId=22604425   
 

Mother: 
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TX death record of Dorothea Rabke Bluhm – listed here as Mr. W.M. Bluhm - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062443-
03125?pId=23521530 
 

Siblings: 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062443-03125?pId=23521530
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062443-03125?pId=23521530
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Brother William Rudolph Otto Bluhm (1886-1969) - https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/73778376/person/182499826166/facts 

 

  
Left: “Victoria (TX) Advocate” Thursday 19 Jun 1969 p 19 – right: “Victoria (TX) Advocate” 

Sunday 5 Feb 1984 p 16 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/73778376/person/182499826166/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/73778376/person/182499826166/facts
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“Corpus Christi (TX) Times” Thursday 19 Jun 1969 p 16 
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“Victoria (TX) Advocate” Sunday 14 Dec 1958 p 22 
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TX death record of sister Leona Marie Bluhm Glover (1893-1978) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063043-
04235?pId=1051880 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063043-04235?pId=1051880
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063043-04235?pId=1051880
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“Houston (TX) Post” Friday 13 Jun 1913 p 16 
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“Victoria (TX) Advocate” Thursday 21 Nov 1978 p 14 
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TX death record of brother Roland Hugo Bluhm (1899-1981) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063107-
02823?pId=417188 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063107-02823?pId=417188
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063107-02823?pId=417188
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“Victoria (TX) Advocate” Wednesday 26 Aug 1981 p 12 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Bruno Edward Bluhm 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private 
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Serial number:  251,381 
Entered service from:  Austwell, Refugio TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Bruno E. Bluhm 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father W.M. Bluhm, Austwell TX 
Returned from war on: "Venezia" Mar 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Bruno Edward Bluhm 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Dorothy Bluhm, Austwell TX (pvt, 40th Engrs) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Bruno Edward Bluhm - b. 9 Sep 1892 Cuero TX; res: 
Austwell, Refugio TX. Single. Farm laborer for Willie Bluhm, Yorktown TX [presumably his 
father, not his brother]. Medium height & build. Registered 31 May 1917, in advance of the 
5 Jun 1917 national registration day. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  Austwell TX 

World War II draft registration (1942): b: 9 Sep 1891 Cuero TX; res: Austwell, Refugio TX. 
Contact person: W.H. Gisler, Austwell TX. Self-employed – drug store in Austwell, Refugio 
TX. “scar on lower lip.” Height: 5’7” – 175 lbs. 
 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: as Bruno EWARD Bluhm 
Enlisted 8 Oct 1917 
Discharged 23 Apr 1919 
Address: Austwell TX 
Rank/unit: private, 361 Cas Co 
 
TX WWI records: as BRONO E. Bluhm, serial 251381. Resident Refugio, Refugio Co. TX. 
Entered Army 8 Oct 1917 at age 26 years 1 month. Born Cuero TX. In 165th Depot Bridged to 
17 Jul 1917 [sic/has to be 1918]; in Co. C, 116th Engineers to 24 Sep 1918; in 40th Engineers 
to discharge. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 25 Mar 1919. Discharged 23 Apr 1919 – 0% disabled. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 9 Sep 1891 (WWII draft) or 9 Sep 1892 (WWI draft registration & TX death certificate) 
(obituary: 9 Sep 1892, age 82 at death) Cuero, DeWitt TX 
Died:  4 Jun 1975 Victoria, Victoria TX (Detar Memorial Hospital) 
Find A Grave record: 40202077, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Tivoli, Refugio TX 
Cemetery: Tivoli 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: William C./W./M. Bluhm, also Wilhelm Bluhm, 2 Mar 1852 Mecklenburg, Germany – 
23 Nov 1932 Austwell, Refugio TX.  Son of William/Wilhelm Bluhm & Rosine Marcono. 
Buried in Rabke Cemetery, Upper Meyersville, DeWitt TX. 
Find A Grave: 112327149 
 
Mother: Dorothea (Doretta/Dorothy) Etta Rabke Bluhm, 19 Jan 1866 DeWitt Co. TX – 28 Apr 
1954 Victoria, Victoria TX.  
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Daughter of Adolph Rabke (b. Hanover Germany) & Doretha (Dorette) Boether/Baker (b. 
Hanover Germany).  Adolph Rabke fought in the Civil War for the Confederate States of 
America.  
Obituary: “Victoria (TX) Advocate” 28 Apr 1954 p 12 – Mrs. W.M. Bluhm, age 88, died in a 
local hospital. Funeral 29 Apr 1954 in Austwell TX. Born DeWitt Co. TX, lived in Refugio the 
last 42 years. Survived by daughter Mrs. G.E. Glover, Sr., (Tivoli) & 3 sons: W.R. [William], 
B.E. [Bruno] & R.H. [Roland] Bluhm, all of Austwell. Buried in Rabke Cemetery, Upper 
Meyersville, DeWitt TX. 
Find A Grave: 83160025 
Parents’ marriage: 15 May 1884 DeWitt Co. TX 
 
Spouse: Mary Frances Adair Bluhm, 2 Aug 1895 Buda, Hays Co. TX - 4 Jun 1974 Victoria, 
Victoria TX.  
Daughter of James W. Adair (1866-1923, F: 33715013) & Martha (Mattie) Jane Howe (1871-
1956, F: 33715027). 
In the 1900 census for Justice Precinct 5, Hays Tx, James Adare [sic], age 28 TX, b. Feb 
1866 MS, father b. MS, mother b. MS, farmer) lived with wife Martha F. (28 TX, Jan 1872, 
father b. Ireland, mother b. MO] & daughters Mary F. (4 TX, Aug 1895) & Pearl J. (1 TX, Oct 
1898). 
In 1910 the family lived in the same location: James W. Adair (44 MS, farmer, in 1st 
marriage, married 15 years), Mattie J. (39 TX, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 5 children with 5 
living) & Mary (14), Irene (12), Albert J. (9), Lizzie (5) & Earnest (2), all children born in TX, & 
James’s father, Andrew J. Adair, 78 GA, parents b. SC, widowed. 
In 1920 the family had moved to Justice Precinct 8, Refugio Co. TX – J.W. Adair (53 MS), 
Mattie (49 TX), Mary (24 TX, public school teacher), Albert (19 TX, farm laborer), Elizabeth 
(14 TX) & Ernest (12 TX).  
Obituary: “Austin (TX American-Statesman” 6 Jun 1974 p 79 – Mary F. Adair Bluhm, age 78, 
of Austwell, died in a Victoria  hospital 4 Jun. Born Hays Co. TX.. Lived in Refugio Co. since 
1919. Taught school in various south TX towns. Was postmaster at Austwell over 25 years. 
Survived by husband Bruno E. Bluhm of Austwell, a brother & sister. Funeral 6 Jun, burial in 
Tivoli Cemetery.  
“Victoria (TX) Advocate” 5 Jun 1974 p 10 – Mrs. Mary Frances Bluhm, age 78, of Austwell, d. 
4 Jun in a Victoria hospital. Born 20 Aug 1895 in Buda TX. Daughter of the late J.W. & Mattie 
J. (Howe) Adair. Married Bruno E. Bluhm of Austwell on 9 Aug 1925. Former resident of San 
Marcos & Beeville. School teacher at Austwell High School. Postmaster at Austwell. 
Survived by husband, sister & brother. 
Buried in Tivoli Cemetery, Tivoli, Refugio TX. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 40202146 
Marriage: Mary S. [sic] Adair on 8 Aug 1925 Victoria Co. TX (by a Presbyterian minister) 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: 
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• William Rudolph Otto Bluhm. 25 Aug 1886 Yorktown, DeWitt TX – 17 Jun 1969 
Victoria, Victoria TX. Listed as Wilhelm Bluhm in 1900 census. Married Augusta E. 
Boldt (1888-1984, FP: 172760004) on 6 Dec 1908 in DeWitt Co. TX. – In the 1950 
census for Victoria, Victoria TX, William R. Bluhm (63 TX, farmer) resided with wife 
Augusta M. (61 TX) & son Harry L. (39 TX, never married farmer). - Buried in Tivoli 
Cemetery, Tivoli, Refugio TX with siblings. F: 84606682 

• Leona Marie Bluhm Glover, 23 Mar 1893 DeWitt Co. TX – 19 Nov 1978 Tivoli, Refugio 
TX.. Wife of Dr. George E. Glover (1887 NE – 1953 TX, F: 236470183) whose 
tombstone lists him as a WWI & WWII veteran. They married ca. 1916. Obituary: 
“Victoria (TX) Advocate” 20 Nov 1978 p 12 – Mrs. Leona Marie Glover, age 85, 
mother of Dr. George Glover of Victoria, d. 19 Nov 1978 at her home. Daughter of 
late William & Dorothy Rabke. Her husband Dr. George Glover d. 1954 [i.e. 1953]. 
Survived by brother Roland Bluhm of Austwell. [“Victoria Advocate” 1 May 1953 p 14 
– Dr. George E. Glover, age 65, died 1 May 1953, b. NE, wife Leona M.] Buried in 
Tivoli Cemetery, Tivoli, Refugio TX with siblings. F: 172789700 

• Roland Hugo Bluhm, 1 Feb 1899 DeWitt Co. TX – 24 Aug 1981 Victoria Co. TX.  
Married Melva Lydia Hill (1906-2005, F: 172760054) on 7 May 1926 in Victoria Co. 
TX. - Buried in Tivoli Cemetery, Tivoli, Refugio TX with siblings. F: 172760057 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
“Great Falls (MT) Tribune” 10 Feb 1918 p 2 – 47 sick & injured US troops are in 3 hospitals in 
Ireland. Among them: Bruno E. Bluhm. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
TX deaths: residence at PO Box 6, Austwell TX. Died DeTar Memorial Hospital, Victoria, 
Victoria TX. Age 82, widowed. Born 9 Sep 1892 DeWitt Co. TX, son of William Bluhm & 
Dorothea Rebka [sic]. Spent “weeks” in hospital. Retired postmaster. Informant: Harry 
Bluhm of Austwell TX. Was NOT in military service. Social Security #665-09-8905A. Signed 
George E. Glover. Died of carcinoma of cl---- [unreadable] of a duration of 1 year, 8 
months. 
 
Social Security Number: 665-09-8905A 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 4, DeWitt Co. TX 
Wilhelm Bluhm, 48 Germany, Mar 1852, parents b. Germany, married 16 years, emigrated 
1870, in US for 30 years, papers filed, farmer 
Dorette, 34 TX, Jan 1866, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 5 children, 4 are living 
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Wilhelm, 13 TX, Aug 1886, at school 
Bruno, 8 TX, Sep 1891, at school 
Leone, 7 TX, Mar 1893 
Roland, 1 TX, Feb 1898 
[The previous census entry is for the Adolph & Marie Rabke family.] 
 
1910 Justice Precinct 4, DeWitt Co. TX – parents & siblings – where is Bruno? 
Wm. Bluhm, 58 Germany, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, married 25 years,  farmer, 
general farming 
Doretta, 43 TX, parents b. Germany, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living [skipped either 
Wilhelm or Bruno] 
Leona, 17 TX, farm laborer, home farm 
Roland, 11 TX, farm laborer, home farm 
 
1920 Austwell, Refugio TX 
Wm. Bluhm, 68 Mecklenburg, Germany, parents b. Mecklenburg, Germany, emigrated 
1870, naturalized 1871, night watchman, oil well 
Dorothy, 53 TX, parents b. Hanover, Germany 
Bruno, 28 TX, single, salesman, drug store 
Roland, 20 TX, laborer, farm 
W.H. Gisler lives nearby, merchant, drug store 
 
1930 Precinct 8, Refugio TX – Bay St. – conducted 16 Apr 1930 – this page of the census 
was enumerated by Bruno Bluhm himself  
Bruno E. Bluhm, 38 TX, father b. Germany, mother b. TX, age 32 at 1st marriage, 
enumerator, US census, WWI veteran 
Mary F., 34 TX, father b. MS, mother b. TX 
 
1940 Austwell, Refugio TX – same house in 1935 
Bruno E. Bluhm, 48 TX, proprietor, drug store 
Mary, 44 TX 
 
1950 Austwell, Refugio TX 
Bruno Bluhm, 58 TX, drug store manager, retail drug store 
Mary F. Bluhm, 54 TX, postmaster, Post Office [wife] 
Martie J. Adair, 79 TX, widow [mother – should be mother-in-law of Bruno] 
On the same page: 
Dorothy Bluhm, 84 TX, widow [Bruno’s mother] 
 
 


