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TUSCANIA 

 
 

Blagg, Ruel Overton 
1890 OK – 1962 OK 

 

 
 
 

Ruel Overton Blagg of Weatherford OK – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) 24 Mar 
1918 p 19 [first name spelled “Rual” in this article] 
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”Buell Overton Blagg” - https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/memories/LH3L-LXN 
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“Clinton (OK) News” Monday 2 Jul 1962 p 1 
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“Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 5 Jul 1962 p 1 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-2SKB-
B?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPCQ-

PL8W&action=view 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_649063_0421-
00621?pId=1270761 
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Life: 
 
 

 
“Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 6 Sep 1909 p 10 

 

 
“Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 31 Mar 1910 p 1 

 

 
“Weatherford (OK) Booster” Thursday 26 Jan 1911 p 8 

 

 
“Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 23 Feb 1911 p 4 
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“Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 2 Mar 1911 p 8 

 

 
“Weatherford (OK) Booster” Thursday 6 Apr 1911 p 8 

 

 
“Hydro (OK) Review” Thursday 25 May 1911 p 2 

 

 
“Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 8 Jun 1911 p 4 

 

 
“Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 28 Sep 1911 p 8 
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“Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 5 Oct 1911 p 5 
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“Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 8 Feb 1912 p 8 

 

 
“Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 5 Dec 1912 p 6 

 
 

 
“Weatherford (OK) Booster” Thursday 27 Aug 1914 p 1 
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“Weatherford (OK) Booster” Thursday 27 Aug 1914 p 8 

 
 
 

 
“Weatherford (OK) Booster” Thursday 7 Jan 1915 p 4 

 

 
“Weatherford (OK) Booster” Thursday 18 Feb 1915 p 8 

 

 
“Thomas (OK) Tribune” Thursday 18 May 1916 p 8 
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“Weatherford (OK) Democrat” Thursday 28 Dec 1916 p 5 

 

 
“Weatherford (OK) Booster” Thursday 28 Dec 1916 p 8 
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“Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 23 Aug 1917 p 9 
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“Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 4 Oct 1917 p 1 
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Ruel & brother William Neal Blagg – “Custer County Chronicle” (Clinton OK) Thursday 4 

Oct 1917 p 1 
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Weatherford (OK) Booster” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Clinton (OK) Messenger” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Weatherford (OK) Democrat” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Weatherford (OK) Democrat” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 4 

 
 
 
 

 
“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 24 Mar 1918 p 19 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/448679547  
 
 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/448679547
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“Weatherford (OK) Democrat” Thursday 4 Apr 1918 p 7 
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“Weatherford (OK) Booster” Thursday 5 Dec 1918 p 7 
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Letter from Germany 24 Mar 1919 to brother Joe, indicating he had heard from Bill [his 
brother also fighting in France] that their brother Charley was killed 14 Oct 1918 by 

shellfire. https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/112089626/person/340095848406/media/ac19b4cd-cad4-4318-84ea-

5847e3e34721?_phsrc=yGI294&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/112089626/person/340095848406/media/ac19b4cd-cad4-4318-84ea-5847e3e34721?_phsrc=yGI294&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/112089626/person/340095848406/media/ac19b4cd-cad4-4318-84ea-5847e3e34721?_phsrc=yGI294&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/112089626/person/340095848406/media/ac19b4cd-cad4-4318-84ea-5847e3e34721?_phsrc=yGI294&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/112089626/person/340095848406/media/99ee4f1f-f1d9-
4b95-b711-39dc7e35ecd3?queryId=9f549fda-5b31-4424-8e87-

22afd220dff6&_phsrc=cPx10509&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/112089626/person/340095848406/media/99ee4f1f-f1d9-4b95-b711-39dc7e35ecd3?queryId=9f549fda-5b31-4424-8e87-22afd220dff6&_phsrc=cPx10509&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/112089626/person/340095848406/media/99ee4f1f-f1d9-4b95-b711-39dc7e35ecd3?queryId=9f549fda-5b31-4424-8e87-22afd220dff6&_phsrc=cPx10509&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/112089626/person/340095848406/media/99ee4f1f-f1d9-4b95-b711-39dc7e35ecd3?queryId=9f549fda-5b31-4424-8e87-22afd220dff6&_phsrc=cPx10509&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/112089626/person/340095848406/media/99ee4f1f-f1d9-4b95-b711-39dc7e35ecd3?queryId=9f549fda-5b31-4424-8e87-22afd220dff6&_phsrc=cPx10509&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/112089626/person/340095848406/media/958e329e-3d55-
42f8-974b-bce1026c5461?queryId=4cab0eae-57fd-4153-90a8-

812d2b6b632c&_phsrc=cPx10511&_phstart=successSource 
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Same letter – “i took a few rides on the rhine river went about fifty kiles up and down it But it 
didnt seem like the Tuscina the stream wasn’t quite as wide” – he is stationed “qute a good 

ways from Bill” 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/112089626/person/340095848406/media/958e329e-3d55-42f8-974b-
bce1026c5461?_phsrc=yGI294&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/112089626/person/340095848406/media/958e329e-3d55-42f8-974b-bce1026c5461?_phsrc=yGI294&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/112089626/person/340095848406/media/958e329e-3d55-42f8-974b-bce1026c5461?_phsrc=yGI294&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/112089626/person/340095848406/media/958e329e-3d55-42f8-974b-bce1026c5461?_phsrc=yGI294&_phstart=successSource
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“Weatherford (OK) Booster” Thursday 28 Aug 1919 p 10 

 

 
“Weatherford (OK) Democrat” Thursday 21 Apr 1921 p 1 
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“Weatherford (OK) Booster” Thursday 21 Jul 1921 p 9 

 

 
“Weatherford (OK) Booster” Thursday  

 1 Dec 1921 p 8 
 

 
“Weatherford (OK) News” 28 Feb 1924 p 6 

 

 
“Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 24 Jul 1924 p 6 

 

 
Ruel & Edna had married 14 Oct 1925 – “Hydro (OK) Review” Thursday 29 Oct 1925 p 4 
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Ruel & wife Edna Green visit her father Elmer & brother Charley – “Hydro (OK) Review” 
Thursday 4 Feb 1926 p 2 
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29 
 

 
“Arapaho (OK) Bee” Friday 25 Mar 1927 p 1 
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“Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 2 Jan 1930 p 7 

 

 
Excerpt: 

 
“Thomas (OK) Tribune” Thursday 27 Aug 1931 p 1 
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Musician at the VFW post named for his brother Charley Blagg – “Weatherford (OK) News” 

Thursday 17 Dec 1931 p 1 
 

 
“Clinton (OK) Daily News” Monday 16 Oct 1933 p 4 
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“Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 18 Apr 1940 p 8 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 20 Jan 1944 p 6 

 

 
“Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 5 Apr 1945 p 6 

 

 
“Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 28 Feb 1946 p 2 
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“Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 2 May 1957 p 1 
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“Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 9 Nov 1961 p 12 
 
 
 
 

Wife: 
 

 
Marriage license – “Arapaho (OK) Bee” Friday 23 Oct 1925 p 1 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/64073740:61379 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/64073740:61379
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1-159393-942611-
84?pId=64204098 

 

 
“Weatherford (OK) Star” Thursday 30 Sep 1937 p 4 
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Obituary of mother-in-law Annie Foy Green – “Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 10 Feb 

1944 p 2 
 



40 
 



41 
 

 
“Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 20 Oct 1955 p 6 

 

 
“Clinton (OK) Daily News” Thursday 26 Sep 1946 p 1 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_8322_1963_0132?tr
eeid=&personid=&rc=&queryId=4a88a85c-32c1-4d1b-8965-

308a83dd322c&usePUB=true&_phsrc=cPx10581&_phstart=successSource&pId=1771141
71 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/17405035:60901 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/11110860:3693 
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Obituary of father-in-law Elmer Green – “Hydro (OK) Review” Thursday 30 Sep 1937 p 4 
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“Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 10 Feb 1944 p 1 

 

 
“Clinton (OK) Daily News” Thursday 26 Sep 1946 p 1 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3676710:5247 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/47365643:60901 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3676710:5247
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/47365643:60901
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“Wichita (KS) Eagle” Saturday 29 Jun 1991 p 32 

 
 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/26361573:2270?tid=&pid=&queryId=9971c2cb-45c0-4a49-a5dc-

76573803ac03&_phsrc=cPx10528&_phstart=successSource 
 

Father: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1027542:4654?tid=59082075&pid=132335741099&queryId=83315470-

9a55-49ea-a5fd-faf2c07df0b8&_phsrc=cPx10516&_phstart=successSource 
 

 



50 
 



51 
 



52 
 

 
 

OK Wills & Probate Records - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/950228:9077?tid=59082075&pid=132335741099&queryId=162bf575-2d76-

46d3-b858-61342b786340&_phsrc=cPx10518&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Dated 26 Feb 1875 Atchison KS - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/22581429/person/330192696286/media/45dd3dcb-9d5c-
4990-b37c-0b43a70b0ea8?queryId=ef9fb545-e043-4b53-82f7-

7f4fb0b1ff1c&_phsrc=cPx10589&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/950228:9077?tid=59082075&pid=132335741099&queryId=162bf575-2d76-46d3-b858-61342b786340&_phsrc=cPx10518&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/950228:9077?tid=59082075&pid=132335741099&queryId=162bf575-2d76-46d3-b858-61342b786340&_phsrc=cPx10518&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/950228:9077?tid=59082075&pid=132335741099&queryId=162bf575-2d76-46d3-b858-61342b786340&_phsrc=cPx10518&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/22581429/person/330192696286/media/45dd3dcb-9d5c-4990-b37c-0b43a70b0ea8?queryId=ef9fb545-e043-4b53-82f7-7f4fb0b1ff1c&_phsrc=cPx10589&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/22581429/person/330192696286/media/45dd3dcb-9d5c-4990-b37c-0b43a70b0ea8?queryId=ef9fb545-e043-4b53-82f7-7f4fb0b1ff1c&_phsrc=cPx10589&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/22581429/person/330192696286/media/45dd3dcb-9d5c-4990-b37c-0b43a70b0ea8?queryId=ef9fb545-e043-4b53-82f7-7f4fb0b1ff1c&_phsrc=cPx10589&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/22581429/person/330192696286/media/45dd3dcb-9d5c-4990-b37c-0b43a70b0ea8?queryId=ef9fb545-e043-4b53-82f7-7f4fb0b1ff1c&_phsrc=cPx10589&_phstart=successSource
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This is dated 29 Jun 1876 Chetopa KS –https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/22581429/person/330192696286/media/76af0d3a-bd7f-
4189-b08f-2f76463db023?queryId=08bce60a-787a-4587-8cef-

8481b471d1f9&_phsrc=cPx10591&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
Dated 8 Jul 1876 Junction City KS - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/22581429/person/330192696286/media/136cf1ef-69b4-
4a73-8e61-dfa131a1e797?queryId=89d01c4a-431c-42f2-9413-

abbec228bba6&_phsrc=cPx10588&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 

Mother: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/22581429/person/330192696286/media/76af0d3a-bd7f-4189-b08f-2f76463db023?queryId=08bce60a-787a-4587-8cef-8481b471d1f9&_phsrc=cPx10591&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/22581429/person/330192696286/media/76af0d3a-bd7f-4189-b08f-2f76463db023?queryId=08bce60a-787a-4587-8cef-8481b471d1f9&_phsrc=cPx10591&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/22581429/person/330192696286/media/76af0d3a-bd7f-4189-b08f-2f76463db023?queryId=08bce60a-787a-4587-8cef-8481b471d1f9&_phsrc=cPx10591&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/22581429/person/330192696286/media/76af0d3a-bd7f-4189-b08f-2f76463db023?queryId=08bce60a-787a-4587-8cef-8481b471d1f9&_phsrc=cPx10591&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/22581429/person/330192696286/media/136cf1ef-69b4-4a73-8e61-dfa131a1e797?queryId=89d01c4a-431c-42f2-9413-abbec228bba6&_phsrc=cPx10588&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/22581429/person/330192696286/media/136cf1ef-69b4-4a73-8e61-dfa131a1e797?queryId=89d01c4a-431c-42f2-9413-abbec228bba6&_phsrc=cPx10588&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/22581429/person/330192696286/media/136cf1ef-69b4-4a73-8e61-dfa131a1e797?queryId=89d01c4a-431c-42f2-9413-abbec228bba6&_phsrc=cPx10588&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/22581429/person/330192696286/media/136cf1ef-69b4-4a73-8e61-dfa131a1e797?queryId=89d01c4a-431c-42f2-9413-abbec228bba6&_phsrc=cPx10588&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/5258080/person/-1479862918/facts 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/5258080/person/-1479862918/facts 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/5258080/person/-1479862918/facts
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9168/images/6e7efeadd54019859a6
b3a89af8b153d?pId=922820268 

 
Siblings: 
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The older man is Ruel’s brother Edward Blagg (1881-1965) - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/5258080/person/-

1479851241/media/690d597f-d6cf-4805-9284-662d970a5e41 

 
Brother Joseph Wilmeth Blagg (1886-1955) – “Clinton (OK) Daily News” Wednesday 23 Feb 

1955 p 1 
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“Thomas (OK) Tribune” Thursday 3 Mar 1955 p 6 
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Joe Blagg &  Edward in 1950 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/5258080/person/-1479851239/media/e930d219-5227-4e6a-9d1b-
a2af008fb165 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/5258080/person/-1479851236/facts 
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Brother William Neal (Bill) Blagg (1888-1952) – “Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 12 Jun 

1952 p 1 
 

 
“Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 19 Jun 1952 p 8 
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William Neal Blagg - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/117095321/person/112049497564/media/9c295ee4-19e4-4745-9ab4-
50ebb1915bf1 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/117095321/person/112049497564/media/9c295ee4-19e4-4745-9ab4-50ebb1915bf1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/117095321/person/112049497564/media/9c295ee4-19e4-4745-9ab4-50ebb1915bf1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/117095321/person/112049497564/media/9c295ee4-19e4-4745-9ab4-50ebb1915bf1
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Sister Viola Marie / Gertrude Viola Blagg Hidlebaugh Wilson (1895-1986) – “Arapaho (OK) 

Bee” Friday 21 Nov 1913 p 3 
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Ruel Blagg is member of the VFW Post named for his brother, Charles (Charley) Blagg 

(1894-1918), a WWI casualty – “Weatherford (OK) News” Thursday 21 May 1931 p 1 
 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Ruel Overton Blagg 
Name variations:  Dude Blagg [form used in most newspaper entries] 
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade (later in 2nd Div. 9th Inf. Supply Co.) 
- private 
Serial number:  251,397 
Entered service from:  Weatherford, Custer OK 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Ruel Blagg 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: friend George Casey, Weatherford OK 
Returned from war on: "Princess Matoika" Jul 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Ruel O. Blagg 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: friend George Carey, Weatherford OK (wagoner, Supply 
Co., 9th Inf.) 
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World War I draft registration (1917): as Ruel Blagg - b. 2 Jan 1890 Ardmore OK; res: 
Weatherford, Custer OK. Single. Farming, Charley Kline. Tall & slender. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  Weatherford OK 

World War II draft registration (1942): as Ruel [no middle name] Blagg - b. 2 Jan 1891 
Ardmore OK; res: 4 ½ miles north of Weatherford, Custer OK. Mailing address: RR 2, 
Weatherford OK. NOK Edna Blagg, same residential address. Self-employed – farmer. 
Height: 6’ 4 ¾ inches, 175 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 4 Oct 1917 
Discharged 18 Aug 1919 OK 
Address: Weatherford OK 
Rank/unit: wagoner, Supply Co, 9th Infantry 2nd Division 
 
OK Service Card: resident of Weatherford, Custer OK. Born Ardmore OK 2 Jan 1890. 
Private, 165th Depot Bridge, Camp Travis Detachment 1. Torpedoed on Tuscania. Sep 1918 
St. Mihiel. Sep 1918 Meuse-Argonne. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to [blank], discharged 1919 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  2 Jan 1890 Ardmore, Custer OK 
Died:  30 Jun 1962 Weatherford, Custer OK 
Find A Grave record: 17683749, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Weatherford, Custer OK 
Cemetery: Greenwood  
Tombstone: veteran flat - Oklahoma Wagr Sup Co 9 Inf 2 Div WWI 
 
Father: Jesse Israel Blagg, 1849 Beatie, Benton AR – 8 Mar 1898 Custer Co. OK. Son of 
Israel Joseph Blagg (1812-1882, F: 5927150) & Mary Patsy Eaton (his father’s 1st wife, ca. 
1810 probably GA – ca. 1849 AR).  Ruel says Jesse was b. in IL in the 1930 census. Served in 
the Civil War, in the Union forces, KS Cavalry, 14th Regiment, out of Fort Scott KS. 
Find A Grave: 
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/59082075/person/132335741099/facts and  
https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/117095321/person/110168754021/facts 
 
Mother: Mary Nettie McCormick Blagg, 1852 TX. Online genealogies give her death date as 
either 1898 or 1900. Daughter of Joseph McCormick & Martha Chowing. Ruel says his 
mother was b. in IL in the 1930 census. 
Find A Grave:  
Parents’ marriage: Jesse I. Blagg married Nettie McCormick on 17 Mar 1879 Denton Co. TX 
[one TX record lists 17 Mar, the other 27 Mar) 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/59082075/person/132335741099/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/59082075/person/132335741099/facts
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Spouse Find A Grave: Edna M. Green Blagg Claunch, 7 Jul 1904 Weatherford, Custer Co. 
OK – 20 Oct 1988 Weatherford, Custer OK.  Daughter of Elmer E. Green (1866-1937, F: 
16653352) & his wife Clara Annie Foy (1870-1944, F: 16653348). 
As of Feb 1944, her surname was still Blagg. Social Security records her final surname as 
Claunch. 
This may be Thomas Wesley Claunch, born 26 Dec 1891 Johnson Co. TX, died 7 May 1977, 
buried in Olympus Cemetery, Grove, Delaware Co. OK. On 14 Sep 1912 in Caddo Co. OK 
he had married Valna or Velna or Zelna or Velma Bond. She was born 20 Jul 1892 OK & died 
9 Oct 1955 in Clinton OK. They divorced in Sep 1946 in OK. She is buried as Velma Swazy, 
F: 16438484. 
 
Thomas Claunch’s son Claud/Claude Merle Claunch was born 16 Mar 1947 in Exeter CA & 
died 15 Jun 1991. The maiden name of Claude’s mother is listed as Green on his CA birth 
record. 
In the 1961 KS County Census, Thomas W. Claunch (age 69), wife Edna M. (56) & son 
Claude (13) lived at 3557 South St. Francis, Sedgwick, Ridgeway KS. In the 1940 census, 
Ruel & Edna are married; in the 1950 census, he is divorced. 
Spouse Find A Grave; 
Marriage: Ruel Blagg, age 35, married Miss Edna Green, age 21, on 14 Oct 1925 at Arapaho, 
Custer Co. OK, in the Methodist Episcopal Church, with Edgar & Mildred Lawter as 
witnesses. “Arapahoe (OK) Bee” 23 Oct 1925 p 1 – application for marriage license: Ruel 
Blagg, 35 & Edna Green, 21, both of Weatherford. 
 
Children: 

• Wilbur Earl Blagg, 10 Jun 1926 Weatherford, Custer OK – 20 Sep 1978 Fort Collins, 
Larimer CO. SSN 446-22-1088. When he registered for the WWII draft, he listed Ruel 
(living 5 miles north of Weatherford) as his next-of-kin. Had “crooked left arm.” Also 
went by Earl Blagg or W. Earl Blagg; he signed his father Ruel’s veteran headstone 
application as W. Earl Blagg. Married Wanda Lee Rector (1922-2005, F: 21086825). 
Buried in Greenview Cemetery, Fort Collins, Larimer CO. F: 21086835 

• William E. (Billy) Blagg, 16 Apr 1932 Custer Co. OK – 12 Feb 1979 Weatherford, 
Custer OK. SSN 448-28-949. Buried in Greenwood Cemetery, Weatherford, Custer 
OK. F: 16437869 

• Might this be his child? Baby Blagg, d. 1931. Buried in Greenwood Cemetery, 
Weatherford, Custer OK. F: 16437864 

 
Siblings: https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/LH3L-LXN/ruel-overton-blagg-1890-1962 

• Edward (Eddie) Blagg, 7 Feb 1881 Clarksville, Red River Co. TX – 5 May 1965 Pueblo, 
Pueblo CO. Married Arrah Nettie Haynes (1884-1943) on 3 Aug 1902 in Custer Co. 
OK. Buried in Mountain View Cemetery, Pueblo, Pueblo Co. CO. F: 80555547 

• Ira Belle Blagg Culver, 22 Feb 1883 TX – 26 Feb 1920 Pottawatomie Co. OK. Female.  
Wife of James Marion Culver Jr. (1884-1969, FP: 89539946). They are buried in 
Tecumseh Cemetery, Tecumseh, Pottawatomie OK. F: 95036191 
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• Joseph Wilmeth (“Joe”) Blagg, 29 Jun 1886 Clarksville, Red River TX – 22 Feb 1955 
Thomas, Custer OK. Married 17 Jan 1910 in Custer Co. OK to Maude Ridenour 
(1892-1944, F: 71032423). Buried in Mount Valley Cemetery, Thomas, Custer OK. F: 
71032422 

• William Neal Blagg, 14 Apr 1888 Denton Co. TX – 9 Jun 1952 Weatherford, Custer 
OK.. William sailed to WWI on the “Lenape” on 18 Jul 1918. Serial 1486011, private, 
Co. B, 131st Machine Gun Battalion. Married Wilhelmina Catherine Vanderburg 
(1893 OK – 1973 SD, F: 16437867) on 14 Nov 1917 in Custer Co. OK. Buried in 
Greenwood Cemetery, Weatherford, Custer OK. F: 16437871 

• Viola Marie Blagg Hidlebaugh Wilson, 21 Nov 1895 Willis, Marshall OK – 23 Sep 1986 
Hobart, Kiowa OK. Wife of Clyde Curtis Hidlebaugh, whom she married 15 Nov 1913 
in Custer Co. OK.  Clyde (1893-1961, F: 137678977) is buried with wife Catherine in 
CA. Also married Wilson. 

• Charles (Charlie) Blagg, 14 Jun 1894 OK – 14 Oct 1918 Landres-de-Saint-Georges, 
Departement des Ardennes, Champagne-Ardenne, France. Private 1st class Charle 
Blagg, Co. A, 142nd Infantry, had sailed to war aboard the “Maui” on 31 Jul 1918, 
giving his grandmother, Martha McCormick, of Mountain View OK as his next of kin. 
WWI casualty. At age 21, married Lola Ethel Jane Weston (1898-1977, F: 
80135291)), age 18, in Arapaho OK on 5 May 1915. Lola later married Eugene P. 
Hancock. Buried in Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery & Memorial, France. F: 
55957222 

       
 
Notes: 
He and his two brothers William & Charles were in France in the Army in WWI. Charles was 
a casualty, dying about a month before the Armistice. 
 
Pre-war: 
Ruel Blagg (mostly as Dude Blagg) appears often in the local newspaper – visiting friends 
(but not family visits), hunting, having accidents, picking cotton, having mumps (Jun 1911). 
 
Wartime: 
 
Letter (copied above) to brother Joe. Signed “old shorty” (as he is 6’ 5” tall).  
  
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 441-16-0583 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 Denton Co. TX 
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Jessee Blagg, 23 (?) AR, parents b. TN 
Nettie Blagg, 28 TX, father b. SC, mother b. TX, keeping house [wife] 
Tinnie McCormick, 14 TX, father b. SC, mother b. TX [sister-in-law] 
 
1900 cannot locate – both his parents had died 
 
1910 Cedar township, Custer OK 
Joseph Blagg, 23 TX, father b. MO, mother b. US, married, in 1st marriage, farmer, general 
farm [head of household] 
Maude Blagg, 17 OK, father b. IA, mother b. IL, in 1st marriage, gave birth to zero children 
[wife] 
His siblings: 
Charles Blagg, 18 OK, father b. MO, mother b. US, farm laborer, home farm 
Ruiel Blagg, 19 OK, father b. MO, mother b. US, farm laborer, working out 
Viola Blagg, 14 OK, father b. MO, mother b. US, farm laborer, home farm 
His grandmother: 
Martha McCormick, 73 IL, parents b. IL, widow, gave birth to 5 children, 3 are living 
 
1920 Cedar, Custer OK 
Ruval [Ruel] Blagg, 29 OK, father b. IL, mother b. TX, farmer, farm laborer, status: transient 
Residing with Taylor & Rebecca Konester, their 3 children & Taylor’s mother 
 
1930 Custer township, Custer OK – conducted 23 Apr 1930 
Ruel O. Blagg, 39 OK, parents b. IL, age 34 at 1st marriage, farmer, WWI veteran 
Edna, 25 OK, parents b. MO, age 20 at 1st marriage 
Wilbur Earl, 3 yrs 10 months OK 
 
1940 Cedar township, Custer OK – in 1935 resided in rural Custer Co. OK 
Ruel Blagg, 49 OK Territory, farmer 
Edna, 35 OK Territory 
Earl, 13 OK 
Billy, 9 OK 
 
1950 Weatherford, Custer OK 
Ruel Blagg, 59 OK, divorced, runs concrete, construction 
Billy W. Blagg, 19 OK, unloading cement, lumber yard [son] 
 


