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TUSCANIA 

    
 

Blackburn, James Claud/Claudis/Cladius 
1887/1888 TX – 1953 OK 

 

 
 

Claude Blackburn, Shawnee OK – Daily Oklahoman (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 24 Mar 
1918 p 19 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/900208348/ 
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James Claudis Blackburn - boy standing in back, middle - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/18614055/person/28007682754/media/62dc1121-1834-4037-8146-

a2b9b7e8ef4d?_phsrc=yGI660&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/18614055/person/28007682754/media/62dc1121-1834-4037-8146-a2b9b7e8ef4d?_phsrc=yGI660&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/18614055/person/28007682754/media/62dc1121-1834-4037-8146-a2b9b7e8ef4d?_phsrc=yGI660&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/18614055/person/28007682754/media/62dc1121-1834-4037-8146-a2b9b7e8ef4d?_phsrc=yGI660&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-233Q-

N?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP84-
12ZG&action=view 

 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-233Q-N?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP84-12ZG&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-233Q-N?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP84-12ZG&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-233Q-N?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP84-12ZG&action=view
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“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Friday 17 Jul 1953 p 2 

 



6 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_1521003240_04

30-02575?pId=138639 
 

Life: 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_1521003240_0430-02575?pId=138639
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_1521003240_0430-02575?pId=138639
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Article continues – ‘Shawnee (OK) Daily Herald” Thursday 13 Sep 1906 p 2 
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“Shawnee (OK) Daily Herald” Wednesday 19 Sep 1906 p 2 

 
 

 
Camp Travis Notes - “Creek County Republican” (Sapulpa OK) Friday 11 Jan 1918 p 6 
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
 

“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 17 Mar 1918 p 19 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/899771636/ 
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“Pottawatomie County Transcript” (Shawnee OK) Friday 14 Jun 1918 p 3 

 

 
“Harlow’s Weekly” (Oklahoma City OK) Wednesday 19 Jun 1918 p 7 
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“Shawnee (OK) Daily News-Herald” Sunday 29 Dec 1918 p 3 

 

 
“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Friday 14 Mar 1924 p 7 

 

 
“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Friday 16 Apr 1924 p 14 
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“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Thursday 26 Feb 1925 p 5 
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Wife Mamie hospitalized & Claude arrested in “drunken brawl” – Claude claimed he was 

too drunk to know what was happening. “In fact I stay drunk most of the time” is his quote – 
“Shawnee (OK) News-Star”’ Tuesday 6 Sep 1925 p 1 

 



16 
 



17 
 

 
“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Thursday 26 May 1927 p 1 

 

 
“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Friday 5 Aug 1927 p 3 
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“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Sunday 25 Sep 1927 p 15 

 

 
“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Sunday 4 Dec 1927 p 7 
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“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Friday 6 Jan 1928 p 10 

 

 
“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Saturday 7 Jan 1928 p 10 
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“Shawnee (OK) Evening Star” Monday 6 Jun 1938 p 3 
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“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Tuesday 7 Jun 1938 p 10 

 

 
“Shawnee (OK) News-Star”Wednesday 31 Dec 1941 p 3 
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“Oklahoma Legionnaire” (Oklahoma City OK) Monday 1 Jun 1942 p 6 

 

 
“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Saturday 6 Feb 1943 p 6 

 

 
“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Wednesday 26 May 1943 p 6 
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“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Wednesday 3 Nov 1943 p 8 

 
 

 
“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Wednesday 2 Jun 1948 p 11 

 
 
 

 
“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Wednesday 11 Jul 1951 p 10 
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“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Sunday 19 Jul 1953 p 8 

 
“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” 
“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” 

 
 
 
 
 

Wife Mamie F. Morton Jennings 
 

 
Find A Grave 116153304 
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Obituary of Mamie Morton Jennings Blackburn – “Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Tuesday 8 Oct 

1935 p 2 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/40050_2421401757_00

33-00661?pId=525708 
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“Shawnee (OK) Evening Star” Tuesday 8 Oct 1935 p 5 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/114369322/person/300181129893/facts 
 

Wife Rose Spray Blackburn Schumacher: 
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Obituary – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Tuesday 5 Nov 1996 p 49 
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33 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1951-29870-1186-
33?pId=964195505 

 

 
“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Wednesday 7 Dec 1938 p 7 

 

 
“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Sunday 23 Sep 1956 p 4 
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“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Friday 7 Jun 1957 p 13 
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1st mention of wife - “Norman (OK) Transcript” Thursday 11 Feb 1932 p 5 

 
 

 
Is this her 1st husband? “Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Friday 24 Dec 1937 p 3 
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“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Saturday 1 Jan 1938 p 6 

 
Daughter Mary Alice Blackburn Newby Burks 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1908197:62905?tid=&pid=&queryId=1a978994-ed1f-408d-94f8-
6df1d570be8b&_phsrc=cPx10424&_phstart=successSource 
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Daughter Mary Alice Blackburn – “Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Saturday 14 Jan 1956 p 3 
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“County-Wide News” (McLoud OK) Thursday 26 Jan 1956 p 1 
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Mary Alice Blackburn Newby then continued her senior year in the McLoud OK high school 

– “Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Saturday 21 Jan 1956 p 7 
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“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Sunday 5 Feb 1956 p 12 

 

  
“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Thursday 1 Mar 1956 p 5 

 

 
“County-Wide News” (McLoud OK) Thursday 5 Apr 1956 p 1 
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“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Tuesday 18 Dec 1956 p 6 

 

 
“County-Wide News” (McLoud OK) Thursday 20 Dec 1956 p 4 
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“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Thursday 27 Jun 1957 p 5 

 

 
“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Wednesday 7 Dec 1960 p 7 
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Son Timothy Dean Newby born 23 Nov 1958 – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) 

Monday 17 Feb 2014 p 6  
 
 

 
Mary Alice Blackburn Newby Burks & husband Jess W. Burks – Facebook 5 May 2024 - 
https://www.facebook.com/maryalice.burks.5/ 

https://www.facebook.com/maryalice.burks.5/
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Find A Grave 194071320 
 

 
Obituary – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Friday 19 Oct 2018 p A7 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/224196360:62209?tid=&pid=&queryId=904483b3-7ca8-4197-a00c-
8c6bc0c2083e&_phsrc=cPx10428&_phstart=successSource 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/20690750:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=3c49072a-2580-44dd-9def-
553fca11fa31&_phsrc=cPx10416&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/20690750:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=3c49072a-2580-44dd-9def-553fca11fa31&_phsrc=cPx10416&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/20690750:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=3c49072a-2580-44dd-9def-553fca11fa31&_phsrc=cPx10416&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/20690750:60901?tid=&pid=&queryId=3c49072a-2580-44dd-9def-553fca11fa31&_phsrc=cPx10416&_phstart=successSource
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 22 Jun 2003 p 23 
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Obituary of Buck Blackburn, AKA Mills – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Thursday 

25 Jun 2009 p 13 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1162448:9168?ssrc=pt&tid=151871956&pid=182436730991 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1162448:9168?ssrc=pt&tid=151871956&pid=182436730991
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1162448:9168?ssrc=pt&tid=151871956&pid=182436730991
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/84996570:3693 

 
 
 
  
 

Stepchildren: of his 1st wife Mamie Morton by Arthur Jennings 
 

 
 

Stepdaughter Pearl Elizabeth Jennings Rolette (1909-1992) – “Shawnee (OK) News-Star” 
Sunday 13 May 1928 p 6 
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“Chillicothe (OH) Gazette”Thursday 18 Aug 1977 p 2 
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Stepdaughter Cecilia Maybell Jennings Wahpepah to Eugene Makaseah – “Shawnee (OK) 
News-Star” Wednesday 23 Apr 1952 p 2 
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“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Saturday 2 Nov 1957 p 1 
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 1 Jul 1990 p 10 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/63534420:61379 

 

            

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/63534420:61379
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/31275218:60901 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/963822146:61379 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/31275218:60901
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2603444:1059 

 

 
“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Friday 3 Apr 1953 p 2 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2603444:1059
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Obituary of Fred Wahpepah & Cecilia Jennings Wahpepah Makaseah’s son – “San 

Francisco (CA) Examiner” Sunday 4 Jan 1987 p 27 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/7665233:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=9a89bff0-b87d-4e9e-ba06-
1b96184e46bb&_phsrc=cPx10354&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7665233:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=9a89bff0-b87d-4e9e-ba06-1b96184e46bb&_phsrc=cPx10354&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7665233:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=9a89bff0-b87d-4e9e-ba06-1b96184e46bb&_phsrc=cPx10354&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/7665233:5180?tid=&pid=&queryId=9a89bff0-b87d-4e9e-ba06-1b96184e46bb&_phsrc=cPx10354&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/4344515/person/24877615455/media/bcf1b8b1-5a20-4433-84d0-
d4bfef5b61fc 

 
Stepson: of 2nd wife Rose Spray by Clarice Edmond Mills 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/4344515/person/24877615455/media/bcf1b8b1-5a20-4433-84d0-d4bfef5b61fc
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/4344515/person/24877615455/media/bcf1b8b1-5a20-4433-84d0-d4bfef5b61fc
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/4344515/person/24877615455/media/bcf1b8b1-5a20-4433-84d0-d4bfef5b61fc
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https://www.memorialoakschapel.com/obituaries/Clarence-Mills 
 

 
“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Sunday 3 Mar 1946 p 2 
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“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Saturday 28 May 1949 p 2 
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“South Pottawatomie County News” (Tecumseh OK) Thursday 5 Nov 1953 p 1 

 

 
“South Pottawatomie County News” (Tecumseh OK) Thursday 8 Apr 1954 p 4 
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Father: 

 

 
James Marion Blackburn - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/114369322/person/300181121838/media/92779166-0489-41a8-85ed-
819b203f7c72 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/114369322/person/300181121838/media/92779166-0489-41a8-85ed-819b203f7c72
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/114369322/person/300181121838/media/92779166-0489-41a8-85ed-819b203f7c72
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/114369322/person/300181121838/media/92779166-0489-41a8-85ed-819b203f7c72
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“Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Friday 6 Sep 1940 p 3 
 
 

Mother: 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/114369322/person/300181128017/facts 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/114369322/person/300181128017/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/114369322/person/300181128017/facts
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“San Bernardino County Sun” (San Bernardino CA) - Thursday 23 Apr 1953 p 22 
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“San Bernardino County Sun” (San Bernardino CA) Wednesday 29 Apr 1953 p 8 

 
 
 

Siblings: 
 

 
Sister Myrtle Inez Blackburn (1888-1971) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/114369322/person/300181129891/media/89a6a35f-2ce2-4cab-8779-
d5e4c41e0b31 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/114369322/person/300181129891/media/89a6a35f-2ce2-4cab-8779-d5e4c41e0b31
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/114369322/person/300181129891/media/89a6a35f-2ce2-4cab-8779-d5e4c41e0b31
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/114369322/person/300181129891/media/89a6a35f-2ce2-4cab-8779-d5e4c41e0b31
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/964062156:61379?tid=&pid=&queryId=c72f5e03-48e9-46f6-b721-
420c905ca049&_phsrc=cPx10372&_phstart=successSource 
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“San Bernardino County Sun” (San Bernardino CA) Tuesday 17 Apr 1923 p 11 

 

 
“Santa Ana (CA) Register” Wednesday 5 Jun 1957 p 31 
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“Colton (CA) Courier” Friday 31 Mar 1944 p 1 
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Brother Edgar Columbus Blackburn (1890-1962) – “San Rafael (CA) Daily Independent 

Journal” Friday 1 Jun 962 p 4 
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Brother William Henry Blackburn (1893-1944) – “San Bernardino County Sun” (San 

Bernardino CA) Saturday 4 Mar 1944 p 4 
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Sister Margaret (Martha) Jane Blackburn Miller Boursassa (1901-1991) – “San Bernardino 

County Sun” (San Bernardino CA) Thursday 11 Apr 1991 p 20 
 

 

 
“Stillwater (OK) Democrat” Thursday 9 Dec 1920 p 1 
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Brother Charles Wilson Blackburn (1904-1965) - ncontent/view/75505160:8704 
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“Arizona Daily Star” (Tucson AZ) Thursday 4 Feb 1965 p 45 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  James Claud/Claudis/Claudius Blackburn 
Name variations:  Claude Blackburn 
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, Casuals - private 
Serial number:  251,514 
Entered service from:  Shawnee, Pottawatomie OK 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: James C. Blackburn 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mary E. Blackburn, 907 E. Main St., Shawnee OK 
Returned from war: "returning sick" on "Maui" Sep 1918 
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Sailed on return ship as: Jas. C. Blackburn 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: on 1 roster, NOK is not noted – on the other: : J. 
Blackburn, 907 E. Main St., Shawnee OK (pvt., Co. K, 23rd Inf) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as James Claudis Blackburn - b. 6 Jan 1888 Maryetta 
[sic/Marietta OK; res: Sapulpa, Creek OK. Single. Farmer, G.W. Bosen, Morrison township 
#4. (has brown eyes & black hair) Tall in height, medium build. 
World War II draft registration (1942): As James Claud Blackburn – b. 6 Jan 1887 Love Co. 
OK; res: Macomb, Pottawatomie OK. NOK wife Rose L. Blackburn, Macomb OK. 
Unemployed. “small scar through right leg above knee” (race white, brown eyes, black 
hair). Height: 5’10” – 185 lbs.  
  
Veterans Administration Military Index: as James Claudius Blackburn 
Enlisted 18 Dec 1917  
Discharged 26 Jan 1919 
Address: RFD 3, Shawnee OK 
Rank/unit: private, Co. K, 23rd Inf. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  6 Jan 1887 (Find A Grave & WWII draft) - 6 Jan 1888 (WWI draft & Veterans 
Administration Master Index) in Marietta, Love OK or Pilot Point, Denton TX (according to 
online family trees) or “near Gainesville TX (according to his obituary) 
Died:  15 Jul 1953 Sulphur, Murray OK 
Find A Grave record: 32564895, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Bethel Acres, Pottawatomie OK 
Cemetery: Blackburn Chapel 
Tombstone: veteran flat - Oklahoma Pvt Co K 23 inf 2 Div WWI  
 
Father: James Marion Blackburn, 11 Jul 1859 Ozark Co. MO or Ozark, Christian Co. MO – 1 
Sep 1940 Shawnee, Pottawatomie OK. Son of Christopher Columbus Blackburn (836-1904, 
F: 32593823) & Nancy Jane Wilson (1836-1908, F: 32593820). 
Buried in Mountain View Cemetery, San Bernardino, San Bernardino CA. 
Find A Grave: 32564910 
 
Mother: Mary Elizabeth (Molly/Mollie) McKinley Blackburn, 2 Jul 1869 Upshur Co. TX – 21 
Apr 1953 San Bernardino, San Bernardino CA. Daughter of Leonidas Lafayette McKinley 
(1829-1883, F: 50459347), who served for the Confederate States of America in the Civil 
War, in the TX Cavalry. Buried in Mountain View Cemetery, San Bernardino, San Bernardino 
CA. 
Find A Grave: 54824201 
Parents’ marriage: J.M. Blackburn married Miss Mollie McKinley on 14 Feb 1886 in Cooke 
Co. TX. 
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Spouse:  Mamie F. Morton Jennings Blackburn, 1 Sep 1888 Sac & Fox Reservation, Lincoln 
Co. OK [online family tree] or 3 Mar 1889 Find A Grave – 7 Jun 1935 Waureka Co. OK. – First 
name also spelled Mayme. Found in online family tree as Mary Melissa Morton. 
Daughter of Oliver P. Kaw-ke-kah-toe Morton & Melissa Nah-ah-que-she Bigwalker. –  
Mamie Morton married Edgar Victor Jennings (22 Sep 1888 Temple, Bell TX – 14 Nov 1952 
Los Angeles Co. CA) on 21 Mar 1909 in Pottawatomie Co. OK. Victor was the son of James 
Cornelius Jennings (1851-1947) & Mary Elizabeth Grenade (1854-1938). They had 3 
children: Pearl, Cecilia & Edwin. Victor married Elsie E. Vaughn (1894-1987) on 21 Feb 1920 
in Tecumseh, Pottawatomie OK. His military burial card lists his name as Edgar Vee 
Jennings; his Find A Grave record 3721052 for Los Angeles National Cemetery, Los 
Angeles, Los Angeles Co. CA lists  his name as Edgar Voe Jennings.  
James C. Blackburn, listed as American Indian, resident 907 E. Main St., Shawnee OK, age 
32, b. OK married on 3 Apr 1920 in Tecumseh, Pottawatomie OK to Mrs. M.F. Jennings, age 
30, American Indian, b. OK, resident Shawnee OK, by a district judge. Mamie Jennings and 
3 children are listed on the Native American censuses in 1909, 1910, 1911, which make it 
appear that Mamie gave birth to her 1st child at age 10. Listed are mother Mamie Jennings 
(b. 1889) and daughter Pearl Elizabeth Jennings (b. 1909), daughter Cecilia Maybell 
Jennings (b. 1911) & son Edwin Cornelius Jennings (b. 14 Nov 1913).  They are listed as 
members of the Sac & Fox tribes on 1 Jul 1917. 
Buried in Wakolee Cemetery, Johnson, Pottawatomie OK. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 116153304 
Marriage: 3 Apr 1920 Tecumseh, Pottawatomie OK, to Mrs. M.F. Jennings. 
Family tree: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/4344515/person/24877615684/facts?_phsrc=cPx10358&_phstart=succe
ssSource 
 
Spouse: Rose Lee Spray Mills Blackburn Schumacher, 22 Mar 1910 Macomb, 
Pottawatomie OK – 2 Nov 1996 Harrah, Oklahoma Co. OK.  
Daughter of William Henry Spray (1871-1949, F: 100368948) & Mary Alice Brooks (1879-
1953, F: 100368874). She was listed as single in the 1930 census for Burnett, 
Pottawatomie OK, age 20. 
Her first husband was Clarice Edmond Mills (1905-1937), who is buried in Prospect 
Cemetery, Tribbey, Pottawatomie OK. F: 68877266. His mother was Cordia Roberts Mills 
(1884-1906).  
James C. Blackburn, age 51, of Tecumseh, Pottawatomie OK married on 6 Dec 1938 to 
Mrs. Rose Mills, age 28, in Macomb, Pottawatomie OK by a justice of the peace. Rose 
Blackburn signed for his veterans’ headstone application.  
Died with the surname Schumacher. Her husband Albert Leo Schumacher died in 1963. 
They had married 4 Sep 1957 in St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Wanette, Pottawatomie OK.  
Buried in Prairie View Cemetery, Macomb, Pottawatomie OK. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 100365816 
Marriage: 6 Dec 1938 Pottawatomie Co. OK. James was age 51; Rose was age 38.  
 
Child: by 2nd wife Rose Spray 
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• Mary Alice Blackburn Newby Burks, 16 Nov 1939 OK -     Listed as 5 months old on 
17 Apr 1940, b. OK. – At age 16, she obtained a marriage license with Dave Newby 
Jr., age 21 in OK. Both were residents of McLoud, Pottawatomie OK. The 1st name of 
Dave Newby was the son of David Melvin Newby (1898-1949, F: 14830484) & Grace 
Mary Sales (1895-1972, F: 14830489). Two of their children were Timothy Dean 
Newby (1958-2014, F: 125246006) & Krysti Diane Newby Pope (1961-2012, F: 
87477796). They also had 2 sons: Rick & Greg. – Married Jessie William (“J.W.”) 
Burks (1932-2018, F: 194071320) on 2 Sep 1988. – Mary Alice Burks resided in 
Yukon, Canadian Co. OK in May 2024 (as indicated on her Facebook page).  

 
Stepchildren:  of 1st wife Mamie Morton by her 1st husband, Edgar Victor Jennings 

• Edwin Cornelius (“Jiggs”) Jennings, 14 Nov 1913 Sac & Fox Reservation, Lincoln Co. 
OK – 12 Mar 1996 Tulsa, Tulsa OK. His Native American name: Pi Ta Ko a. SSDI: 
resident Tulsa OK. Complexion is “light brown” on WWII draft card. In 1930 census 
listed as Indian. In 1920, Edwin, age 6, is a pupil residing at the Cheyenne & 
Arapahoe Agency School & Hospital in Reno, Canadian Co. OK. – Resident of Tulsa 
OK in Jul 1953. – Husband of Mary Olene (“Bobbie”) Baker (1916-1994, F: 
43900231). Buried in Stafford-Shapp Memorial Cemetery, Ottawa Co. OK. F: 
43900808. 

• Pearl Elizabeth Jennings Rolette, 8 Jun 1909 OK – 5 Jan 1992 Shawnee, 
Pottawatomie OK. Wife of Arthur C. Rolette, a full-blooded Shawnee, whom she 
married 7 Sep 1926 or 1927 in Tecumseh, Pottawatomie OK. She requested a 
divorce in May 1928 because he was often drunk & threatened her. But Pearl is 
listed in later censuses and in Arthur’s obituary as his wife.  – Arthur did not list a 
birthdate on his WWII draft registration but listed his birthplace as Creek OK & his 
next-of-kin as wife Pearl (dated 16 Feb 1942). Buried in Wakolee Cemetery, 
Johnson, Pottawatomie OK. F: 116387964. 

• Cecilia Maybell Jennings Wahpepah Makaseah, 6 Nov 1912 Shawnee, 
Pottawatomie OK – 3 Oct 1993.   She was married to Fred Chester Wahpepah (Wah 
Pe Pa) on 30 Jan 1930 in Pottawatomie Co. OK. Fred was born 4 Dec 1910 in 
Pottawatomie Co. OK according to his WWII draft registration or on 9 Dec 1909 in 
OK according to the CA Death Index. He died 7 Oct 1982 in San Francisco Co. CA. - 
In the 1940 census, Fred Wahpepah (misindexed as Wahpyech), age 28, lived with 
wife Cecilia (age 26) & their children Fred Jr. (9), Myrna (6), Theresa (4) & Billy J. (2) in 
Davis, Pottawatomie OK. All were born in OK. Fred Sr. was a farmer. Their race was 
Native American. – By 1950, Fred had married Lucille Freeman. - At age 39, on 20 
Apr 1952, she married Eugene Makaseah, age 25, in Shawnee, Pottawatomie OK.   
Eugene (9 Mar 1927 OK – 28 Jun 1990 OK) was the son of Mack Makaseah & Rose 
Ankquathe.  

 
Stepson: of 2nd wife Rose Spray by her 1st husband, Clarice Edmond Mills 

• Edward Clarice Mills, also known as Clarence Edward Mills, Buck Blackburn, 
Edward Clarence, 27 Feb 1938 Macomb, Pottawatomie OK – 21 Jun 2009 Brenham, 
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Washington Co. TX. Served as a private in the US Army. Married Janet Heidemann 
on 4 Dec 1976 in Washington Co. TX. Buried in Tribbey Cemetery, Tribbey, 
Pottawatomie OK. F: 38727712  

 
 
Siblings: 

• Myrtle Inez Blackburn Sheffard/Shepherd Estes Butler McCluney Martin Henson, 11 
Dec 1888 TX [Dec 1888 TX in 1900 census] – 6 Jan 1971 Upland, San Bernardino CA. 
- Married Robert Henry Sheffard (Shepherd?) on 25 Jun 1911 Pottawatomie Co. OK. 
His birthdate has been found as 16 Oct 1875 in TX. Robert’s father is listed as H.C. 
Sheffard on his marriage record with Myrtle, which reports Robert Sheffard was born 
in MS & was age 30 in 1911. Their daughter was Evelyn O. Shepherd (13 Apr 1912 OK 
– 2 Jan 1970- Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara CA) who married John Joseph Barry 
(1907-1994). – Married in 1916 in Heber, Imperial CA to George Elmer Estes (1887 
MO – 1923 CA). In the 1920 census for Shawnee, Pottawatomie OK, Elmer G. Estes 
(34 TX, parents b. TX, blacksmith) lived with wife Myrtle I. (31 TX, parents b. TX) & 
daughter [stepdaughter] Evyline O. Shepherd 7 OK, father b. MO, mother b. TX), 
daughter Mildred D. Estes (2 CA) & James M. Estes (1 OK). Also in the household 
was Elmer’s brother-in-law John B. Blackburn (20 OK), a farmer. Elmer was a Colton 
CA police officer who died in the line of duty. Buried in Hermosa Gardens Cemetery, 
Colton, San Bernardino CA, F: 141347254. – Sometime after 1923 she married 
Alfred Owen Butler (1859-1945), buried in Fairhaven Memorial Park, Santa Ana, 
Orange CA, F: 58489363. - Listed as Myrtle McClouney in Apr 1953.  – On 3 Jun 1957 
in Orange Co. CA Myrtle I. McCluney married Ward Glen Martin (1887-1958), buried 
in Adamsville Cemetery, Adamsville, Cass MI, F: 64540262. Myrtle was age 67 & 
Ward was age 70.  – As Myrtle I. Martin married Ace D. Henson (1893-1972, F: 
138238896) on 18 Aug 1964 in San Bernardino, San Bernardino CA. Myrtle was age 
74 & Ace was age 78. He is also buried in Mountain View Cemetery, San Bernardino, 
San Bernardino CA. – Myrtle Henson is buried in Mountain View Cemetery, San 
Bernardino, San Bernardino CA. F: 140757156 

• Edgar Columbus (“Ed”) Blackburn, 4 Dec 1890 [Dec 1891 in 1900 census] or 4 Dec 
1890 Gainesville TX (CA Death Index) – 31 May 1962 Marin Co. CA. Mother listed as 
“McKinnie” on CA Death Index. Married Myrtle F. Woodrome (1896-1977, F: 
90714882) on 18 Mar 1917 in Shawnee, Pottawatomie OK. Buried in Mount 
Tamalpais Cemetery, San Rafael, Marin CA. F: 90714881 

• William Hunter (Willie/Poss) Blackburn, 6 Mar 1893 Ardmore, Carter OK (Mar 1894 
in 1900 census) – 2 Mar 1944 San Bernardino Co. CA. SSN lists middle name as 
Hunter; sometimes found as Henry. Killed as the result of a hit & run accident. – 
Was married to a woman whose 1st name was Jessie. She is listed as his wife in the 
1920 census, where Jessie Blackburn is age 27, b. TX.  – Married Elva Spiva on 5 Feb 
1915 in Pottawatomie Co. OK. Buried in Mountain View Cemetery, San Bernardino, 
San Bernardino CA. F: 54824901 

• Richard Marion (“Short”) Blackburn, 8 Jul 1896 Ardmore, Carter OK – 26 Feb 1965 
Shawnee, Pottawatomie OK. Listed as age 5 OK, Jul 1895 [male] in 1900 census, 
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where his name is recorded as Marion. 8 Jul 1896 Ardmore OK – 26 Feb 1965. 
Married in 1931 in OK to Marie Eva Hiedinger (1907-1990, F: 89543223). Buried in 
Blackburn Chapel Cemetery, Bethel Acres, Pottawatomie OK. F: 32575889 

• John Sylvester (“Jack”) Blackburn, 25 Jun 1899 Shawnee, Pottawatomie OK – 15 Nov 
1970 Inglewood, Los Angeles Co. CA.  Married 20 Mar 1920 in Shawnee, 
Pottawatomie OK to Effie Lucille Kitts (1901-1999, F: 94509842).  

• Martha Jane (“Margaret”) Blackburn Miller Bourassa, 23 Nov 1901 Shawnee, 
Pottawatomie OK – 10 Apr 1991 San Bernardino, San Bernardino Co. CA. CA Death 
Index lists her father as Blackburn, mother as McKinley. – Married William C. (Willy) 
Miller (1887-1934) on 1 Dec 1920 in Payne Co. OK. – Married Mark Mitchell Bourassa 
(1907 OK – 1978 CA, F; 146076299) in 1941 in CA. He was a member of the 
Potawatomie tribe & is listed as Native American on his WWII draft registration. 
Mark was the son of Peter Thomas Bourassa (1869-1940) & Ellen “Wakh-To” (1870-
1918). Mark’s brother Marion married Martha’s sister Mary Elizabeth. – Martha & 
Mark are buried in Monticello Memorial Park, Colton, San Bernardino CA. F: 
146076321 

• Charles Wilson Blackburn, 8 Jun 1904 Shawnee, Pottawatomie OK – 2 Feb 1965 
Pima, Tucson AZ. Died of coronary thrombosis. Married to Jenette Christina Horan 
(1917-1990). Was a railroad car painter. Age 5, b. OK, in the 1920 census. According 
to his obituary, buried in Colton, San Bernardino CA but not on Find A Grave as of 5 
May 2024. 

• Anita Marie Blackburn Mitchell, 8 Nov 1906 Shawnee, Pottawatomie OK – 17 Jan 
2000 San Diego, San Diego CA. Wife of Glenn Leslie Mitchell (1899 WA – 1975 CA). 
Buried in Harbor Lawn-Mount Olive Memorial Park, Costa Mesa, Orange CA. F; 
203258922 

• Mary Elizabeth Blackburn Barron Bourassa, 16 Jan 1914 OK – 30 Mar 1968 San 
Bernardino Co CA. – Married 20 Apr 1933 in San Bernardino, San Bernardino CA to 
John William Barron (b. ca. 1912). Married Marion S. Bourassa (1910-1970, F: 
148018863) in 1937.  Marion was the son of Peter Thomas Bourassa (1869-1940) & 
Ellen “Wakh-To” (1870-1918). Marion’s brother Mark Bourassa married Mary 
Elizabeth’s sister Martha/Margaret Blackburn. – Buried in Mountain View Cemetery, 
San Bernardino, San Bernardino CA. F: 92854731 

 
Notes: 
 
Pre-war: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 
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Censuses: 
 
1900 Bales, Pottawatomie, Indian Territory [OK] – conducted 23 Jun 1900 
James Blackburn, 41 MO, Jul 1859, parents b. MO, married 14 years, farmer 
Mary, 32 TX, Jul 1868, parents b. MS, gave birth to 6 children, 6 are living 
Claude, 13 TX, Jun 1887, farm laborer 
Myrtle, 12 TX, Dec 1888 
Edgar, 9 TX, Dec 1891 
Willie, 6 Indian Territory, Mar 1894 
Marion, 5 Indian Territory, Jul 1895 [son] 
Johnie, 11 months Indian Territory, Jun 1899 
 
1910 Bales, Pottawatomie OK – James Claude not listed 
James M. Blackburn, 50 MO, parents b. MO, married 24 years, farmer, general farm 
Mollie E., 40 TX, parents b. MS, gave birth to 19 children, 9 are living 
Myrtle, 21 TX 
Edgar, 19 TX, labor, home farm 
William W., 17 OK, labor, home farm 
Marion G., 13 OK [male] 
John S., 11 OK 
Martha, 8 OK 
Charles, 5 OK 
Anna M., 3 OK 
& servant David Reynolds, 19 OK, father b. KS, mother b. OK, laborer, farm 
 
1910 Davis, Pottawatomie OK 
Claud Blackburn, 23 OK, parents b. AR, single, hired man, farm laborer, general farm 
Residing with Green & Sarah Boone 
 
1920 Stillwater, Payne OK – 602 Ramsey St. 
James Blackburn, 31 OK, single, white, father b. MO, mother b. LA, boarder with: 
James W. McKnight, 62 MO, his wife, son & daughter 
& 3 other male boarders 
James & the other three boarders are “federal students” [Stillwater OK is the home of 
Oklahoma State University] 
 
1920 Shawnee, Pottawatomie OK – parents & siblings 
James J. Blackburn, 60 MO, farmer 
Mary E., 50 TX 
Anna M., 13 OK 
Marion E., 22 OK, laborer, bridge 
Martha J., 18 OK 
Mary E., 5 OK 
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1930 Davis, Pottawatomie OK 
James C. Blackburn, 42 OK, father b. MO, mother b. LA, white, age 32 at 1st marriage, father 
b. Oklahoma (that is crossed off), followed by illegible word then “blood” (also crossed 
off), mother b. Oklahoma (then crossed off) & Sac & Fox written above), no job, WWI 
veteran 
Mamie F., 40 OK, Indian, age 19 at 1st marriage 
Edwin C. Blackburn, 16 OK, Indian, listed as son. This appears to be Edwin Cornelius 
Jennings; James had married Mamie F. Jennings in 1920.  
 
1930 Davis, Pottawatomie OK – parents & siblings 
James M. Blackburn, 70 MO, age 25 at 1st marriage, farmer 
Mollie E., 60 TX 
Mary E. , 37 OK, hair dresser, beauty shop 
William H., 16 OK 
 
1940 Burnett township, Macomb, Pottawatomie OK – he resided in Pottawatomie Co. OK in 
1935, she resided in “the same place” – census conducted 17 Apr 1940 
J.C. Blackburn, 53 OK, white, no occupation 
Wife Rose, 30 OK, white 
Daughter Mary Alice, 5 months OK 
Stepson Edward Clarice Mills, 2 OK, white 
 
1940 Shawnee, Pottawatomie OK – his parents 
James M. Blackburn, 89 MO 
Mary E. Blackburn, 70 TX 
Their granddaughter Dona Jean Barrom, 6 CA 
 
1950 Burnett, Pottawatomie OK 
James C. Blackburn, 63 TX, white, no occupation listed 
Rosa, 40 OK, elementary teacher (with high school crossed through) 
Buck, 12 OK [son, actually James’s stepson Clarence Edward/Clarice Edward Mills] 
Mary, 10 OK 
 
 
 
 


