
1 
 

TUSCANIA 

 

Bjork, Oscar J. 
1886 WI – 1963 WI 

 

 

 
Oscar J. Bjork, “Honor Roll, Chippewa County” p. 31 – 

https://box2.nmtvault.com/ResCarta-
EAU/jsp/RcWebImageViewer.jsp?doc_id=d35b3d65-fa38-4641-a752-

6c9de980b207/we000000/20101207/00000026 
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Oscar J. Bjork – from family portrait, ca. 1945 – Left: https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/44720902/person/6274107903/media/36120701-bc84-4a93-adb8-

42ddda76e3cf?_phsrc=yGI654&_phstart=successSource and right:  
Color version on Find A Grave 71512387 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/44720902/person/6274107903/media/36120701-bc84-4a93-adb8-42ddda76e3cf?_phsrc=yGI654&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/44720902/person/6274107903/media/36120701-bc84-4a93-adb8-42ddda76e3cf?_phsrc=yGI654&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/44720902/person/6274107903/media/36120701-bc84-4a93-adb8-42ddda76e3cf?_phsrc=yGI654&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/25074715/person/312084726958/media/5d9f0523-ceae-
4886-928e-84bcaa67f61d?queryId=c9aca865-2b06-407e-ba07-

ff7154c19210&_phsrc=cPx10073&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Saturday 11 Dec 1948 p 1 

 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/25074715/person/312084726958/media/5d9f0523-ceae-4886-928e-84bcaa67f61d?queryId=c9aca865-2b06-407e-ba07-ff7154c19210&_phsrc=cPx10073&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/25074715/person/312084726958/media/5d9f0523-ceae-4886-928e-84bcaa67f61d?queryId=c9aca865-2b06-407e-ba07-ff7154c19210&_phsrc=cPx10073&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/25074715/person/312084726958/media/5d9f0523-ceae-4886-928e-84bcaa67f61d?queryId=c9aca865-2b06-407e-ba07-ff7154c19210&_phsrc=cPx10073&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/25074715/person/312084726958/media/5d9f0523-ceae-4886-928e-84bcaa67f61d?queryId=c9aca865-2b06-407e-ba07-ff7154c19210&_phsrc=cPx10073&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-23KV-

M?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8C-
5LC4&action=view 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2375/images/2375_09_00001-

02964?pId=2900464 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-23KV-M?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8C-5LC4&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-23KV-M?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8C-5LC4&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1Q-23KV-M?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8C-5LC4&action=view
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Wednesday 4 Dec 1963 p 4 
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“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Wednesday 4 Dec 1963 p 12 

 
Life: 

 
 

 
Following the death of Oscar’s father – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Tuesday 9 Jun 1903 p 

7 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Saturday 4 May 1907 p 3 

 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Thursday 26 Jun 1913 p 3 

 

 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Saturday 1 Jun 1916 p 2 
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“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Sunday 11 Feb 1917 p 6 

 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Thursday 1 Mar 1917 p 3 

 

 
War was declared by the US on 6 Apr 1917 – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Sunday 8 

Apr 1917 p 6 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 3 

 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Wednesday 13 Mar 1918 p 3 

 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Friday 23 May 1919 p 2 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Sunday 1 Jun 1919 p 3 

 

 
List continues - “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Monday 21 Mar 1921 p 3 

 
 



11 
 

 
 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Tuesday 11 Feb 1930 p 3 
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Article continues - “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Wednesday 23 Apr 

1930 p 3 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Monday 5 May 1930 p 2 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Wednesday 4 Jun 1930 p 2 

 

 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Wednesday 25 Apr 1934 p 11 
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Oscar’s 5 sons - “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Monday 27 Apr 1936 p 

8  
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Thursday 13 Oct 1938 p 4 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Tuesday 6 Mar 1945 p 1 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Wednesday 22 Jun 1949 p 1 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Wednesday 7 Feb 1951 p 4 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Sunday 22 Sep 1991 p 4 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/417513103/ 
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There are hundreds of articles about Oscar Bjork available at Newspapers.com – these are 
only a few. 

 
 

 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Tribune” (Chippewa Falls WI) Monday 1 Jul 1996 p 4 -

https://www.newspapers.com/image/416826704/ 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Tuesday 27 Aug 2013 p 1 

 
Wife: 

 

 
Karine Helseth Bjork – Find A Grave 71512456 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1195903:61484 

 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Saturday 27 Jan 1973 p 3 
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“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Wednesday 24 Jan 1973 p 30 

 
Children: 
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Son John F. Bjork (1921-2000) – photo (left) from Find A Grave 71512731 – obituary in “Eau 

Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Thursday 27 Jul 2000 p 14 
 

 
Birth of John Franklin Bjork – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Saturday 

16 Jul 1921 p 3 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Monday 4 May 1925 p 3 

 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Tuesday 22 Sep 1942 p 3 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Saturday 21 Jul 1945 p 3 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Wednesday 19 Dec 1945 p 3 

 
 
 
 
 

-  
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Son Kenneth Quenten/Quintin Bjork (1922-1993) – Find A Grave 71512564 
 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Monday 26 May 930 p 2 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Tuesday 3 Mar 1942 p 3 

 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Saturday 11 Apr 1942 p 3 

 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Monday 30 Apr 1945 p 3 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Wednesday 8 Aug 1945 p 3 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Friday 12 Feb 1993 p 2 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/20831690/person/20006774973/facts 
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Daughter Kathleen Bjork Landsem (1924-2019) – Find A Grave 249585474 

 

 
Birth of Kathleen – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Tuesday 29 Jul 1924 p 5 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Thursday 2 Jan 1947 p 2 
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Kathleen was not their 1st child – her father Oscar was not an immigrant from Scandinavia, 

having been born in Wisconsin - “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) 
Tuesday 5 Feb 2019 p A2 
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Son James Arthur Bjork (1926-2013) – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Tuesday 2 Jul 

2013 p A4 
 

 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Wednesday 3 Jul 2013 p B2 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Saturday 22 Sep 1945 p 3 

 
 
 

 
James Arthur Bjork – Find A Grave 191812217 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Tuesday 30 Dec 1952 p 7 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3014061:61484 
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Daughter Helen Sophie Bjork Anderson (1928-2013) – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” 

(Chippewa Falls WI) Saturday 11 May 2013 p 2 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Wednesday 3 May 1950 p 4 
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48 
 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Monday 17 Jul 1950 p 5 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Thursday 20 Jul 1950 p 12 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/331122327:2190 

 

 
Helen Sophie Bjork Anderson – Find A Grave 171211108 
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Helen Sophie Bjork Anderson - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/20831690/person/20006780639/media/cf0077ac-8b48-444f-ade5-
e8b5dc6763bb 

 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Monday 10 Jul 1950 p 4 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20831690/person/20006780639/media/cf0077ac-8b48-444f-ade5-e8b5dc6763bb
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20831690/person/20006780639/media/cf0077ac-8b48-444f-ade5-e8b5dc6763bb
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/20831690/person/20006780639/media/cf0077ac-8b48-444f-ade5-e8b5dc6763bb
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Son Elmer S. Bjork (1930-2018) – “Chippewa (WI) Herald-Telegram” Wednesday 12 Dec 

218 p A1 
 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Friday 18 May 1951 p 4 
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Elmer S. Bjork – Find A Grave 230643480 
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Son Gordon William Bjork (1935-2012) – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Tuesday 31 Jul 
2012 p A4 

 

 
Gordon William Bjork (1935-2012) – Find A Grave 96903469 
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57 
 



58 
 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Thursday 19 Oct 1961 p 6 

 
Father: 
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John (Johan) Lars Bjork - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/20831690/person/20006784836/media/01675391-776a-427b-b3eb-

2777e80665bb 

 
“Chippewa Herald Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Thursday 4 Jun 1903 p 3 
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“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Sunday 7 Jun 1903 p 5 

 

 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Tuesday 9 Jun 1903 p 5 
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Mother: 
 

 
Helene Sophie Wester Bjork – Find A Grave 170835978 

 

 
Obituary of mother – “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Thursday 22 Oct 

1891 p 3 
 

Stepmother: 
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Marriage of John Bjork (here “Burke”) to Ida Anderson - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/91702757:61484?tid=20831690&pid=20006784839&queryId=dabd7de5-

8ae1-418a-b43e-470c5614c240&_phsrc=cPx10082&_phstart=successSource 
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Stepmother Ida Anderson Bjork’s estate – “Chippewa Daily Herald” (Chippewa Falls WI) 

Monday 4 Oct 1926 p 5  
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“Chippewa Daily Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Saturday 11 Sep 1926 p 3 
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“Chippewa Daily Herald” (Chippewa Falls WI) Saturday 11 Sep 1926 p 6 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/417061845/ 
 

 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/417061845/
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“Chippewa Daily Herald” (Chippewa Falls WI) Tuesday 14 Sep 1926 p 6 
 

 
“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Wednesday 15 Sep 1926 p 2 

 
Siblings: 
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Sister Jennie Bjork Richards (1883-1973) – “Tacoma (WA) News Tribune” Wednesday 21 

Nov 1973 p 28 
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Sister Elizabeth (Eleese) Bjork Tuggle McClarty Peterson (1884-1971) – “Tacoma (WA) 

News Tribune” Tuesday 2 Feb 1971 p 28 
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Marriage of Eleese Bjork - “Rosebud County News” (Forsyth MT) Thursday 7 Sep 1905 p 4 
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Brother Benjamin Franklin Bjork (1889-1972) – Find A Grave 136315993 
 

  
“Greenfield (MA) Recorder” Tuesday 23 May 1972 p 10 
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“Greenfield (MA) Recorder” Friday 26 May 1972 p 16 

 
Half-siblings: 

 

 
Half-brother Arthur Bjork (1894-1970) – “Honor Roll, Chippewa County” – Find A Grave 

46810840 
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From left: John Bjork, Grace Sprague Bjork & her husband Arthur Bjork - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/20831690/person/20006796489/media/5e39985e-4203-417a-9c7c-

0012b66a64ce 
 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) 30 Sep 1920 p 1 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Thursday 4 Jun 1970 p 4 
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Half-sister Ebba Bjork Hansen Lawson (1896-1978) – Find A grave 50186616 

 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Friday 1 Mar 1940 p 3 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/92974700:61484?tid=20831690&pid=20006796491&queryId=364c4463-
79da-4363-a58c-a544929c41cd&_phsrc=cPx10103&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Half-sister Velma Bjork (1898-1938) – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Thursday 3 Mar 

1938 p 6 
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Velma (here Wilma) Bjork’s WI birth record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/671101:2544?tid=20831690&pid=20006796492&queryId=308535f2-07fe-
41b6-8491-3e2d7d63f4e8&_phsrc=cPx10107&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Tuesday 8 Mar 1938 p 10 

 
 
 

 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” Thursday 26 Jan 1978 p 4 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/671101:2544?tid=20831690&pid=20006796492&queryId=308535f2-07fe-41b6-8491-3e2d7d63f4e8&_phsrc=cPx10107&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/671101:2544?tid=20831690&pid=20006796492&queryId=308535f2-07fe-41b6-8491-3e2d7d63f4e8&_phsrc=cPx10107&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/671101:2544?tid=20831690&pid=20006796492&queryId=308535f2-07fe-41b6-8491-3e2d7d63f4e8&_phsrc=cPx10107&_phstart=successSource
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Wednesday 2 Mar 1938 p 1 
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Half-brother Arvid John Bjork (1900-1902) – 1st half-brother of this name – “Chippewa 

Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Friday 9 May 1902 p 3 
 

 

 
Arvid John Bjork I - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/675748:2544?tid=20831690&pid=362260151084&queryId=a9259011-252b-
4cce-a9f5-1d1cc9526b68&_phsrc=cPx10110&_phstart=successSource 
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Marriage of half-sister Elsie Bjork (1901-1975) to William Ingebretson – “Chippewa Herald 

Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Thursday 1 Feb 1923 p 3 
 

 
Elsie Bjork Ingebretson – Find A Grave 92817651 
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“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Tuesday 27 Jan 1948 p 2 
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“Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Saturday 26 Apr 1975 p 5 and right: “Chippewa Herald-

Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) Saturday 26 Apr 1975 p 4 
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Half-brother Arvid John Bjork (1903-1964) – “Eau Claire (WI) Leader-Telegram” Thursday 10 

Oct 1964 p 2 
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Arvid John Bjork – Find A Grave 115985106 

 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name:  Oscar J. Bjork [also claims to have no middle name] 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 107th Supply Co. A - private 
Serial number:  250,960 (incoming, Veterans Administration Master Index) or 250,950 (WI 
Veterans Museum files) 
Entered service from:  Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Oscar Bjork 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Ida Bjork, 15 Pond St., Chippewa Falls WI (Ida is 
stepmother)  
Returned from war on: "Virginian" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Oscar Bjork 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Ida Bjork, 15 Pond St., Chippewa Falls WI 
(PFC, Co. A, 107th Supply Train) [Ida is his stepmother] 
World War I draft registration (1917): had already enlisted 6 Apr 1917 in Co. A, 4th 
Wisconsin Infantry 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster:  110 N. State St., Chippewa Falls WI - 
vice pres, WI Survivors 1955, 110 N. State St., Chippewa Falls 
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World War II draft registration (1942): as Oscar (middle name noted as : none) Bjork - b. 14 
Apr 1886; res: 110 N. State St., Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. NOK wife Mrs. Karine Bjork 
of the same address. Employed by the City of Chippewa Falls, in the City Building, 
Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. Height: 5’11” – 210 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged 25 May 191 
Address: 201 S. State St., Chippewa Falls WI 
Rank/unit: private 1st class, Co. A, 107th Supply Train 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  14 Apr 1886 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI 
Died: 3 Dec 1963 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI (at his home: 110 N. State St., Chippewa 
Falls WI) 
Find A Grave record: 71512387 – photo, presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI 
Cemetery: Forest Hill 
Tombstone: veteran flat - Wisconsin PFC Co A 107 Supply Train WWI  
 
Father: John (Johan) Lars Bjork, 17 Sep 1850 Ekeby, Arboga kommun, Västmanlands Iän, 
Sweden – 3 Jan 1903 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI.  
On his marriage license with Ida Anderson, “John Burke” is listed as the son of Louis B. 
Burke & Anne Anderson.  
 Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. 
Find A Grave: 170835937 
 
Mother: Helene Sophie Wester Bjork, 17 Mar 1855 Sweden – 21 Oct 1891 Chippewa Falls, 
Chippewa WI. Daughter of Anders Wester & Brita Lane Andersdotter. Baptized 19 Mar 1855 
Orebro, Sweden. 
Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. 
Mother’s Find a Grave: 170835978 
Marriage: 1882 
 
Stepmother: Ida Christina Anderson Bjork, 29 Jan 1868 Vilske-Kleva, Falköpings kommun, 
Västra Götalands Iän,Sweden – 9 Sep 1926 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI.  
Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. 
Find A Grave: 170836020 
Stepmother’s marriage: 13 Dec 1893 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI, by a Methodist 
Episcopalian minister.  John “Burke” was born in Sweden to Louis B. “Burke” and Anne 
Anderson. He is a contractor, residing on Central St., Chippewa Falls WI. Ida “Andersen,” 
daughter of G.I. Andersen & Ann Swanson, born Sweden. 
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Spouse:  Karine Olesdatter Helseth Bjork, 4 May 1894 Stadsdygd, Norway – 23 Jan 1973 
Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI (at St. Joseph’s Hospital).  
Daughter of Ole Christensen Helseth (1838-1895) & Kristine Gabrielsdatter Fallmyr (1857-
1949). 
Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI.  
Spouse Find A Grave: 71512456 
Marriage: Oscar & Karine married 3 Apr 1920. 
 
Children: 

• John Franklin Bjork, 12 Jun 1921 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 26 Jul 2000 
Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. Served in WWII in the Army, enlisting 1 Jul 1941. 
Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. F: 71512731 

• Kenneth Quenten/Quintin Bjork, 15 Oct 1922 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 12 
Feb 1993 Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. Served in the US Army Air Corps in WWII. Buried 
in Forest Hill Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. F: 71512564 

• Kathleen (“Kat”) Bjork Landsem, 26 Jul 1924 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 2 Feb 
2019 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. Married on 28 Dec 1946 in Chippewa Falls, 
Chippewa WI to Conrad Moririous (“Connie”) Landsem (1919 SD – 2003 WI, F: 
7826590) whom she married 28 Dec 1946. Buried in Forest Park Cemetery, 
Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. F: 249585474 

• James Arthur Bjork, 11 Oct 1926 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 1 Jul 2013 
Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. Records also indicate a birth year in 1927. His 
tombstone indicates a birth in 1928, but his sister Helen was born that year. He was 
age 86 when he died.  His obituaries do not include birth dates. Served in the US 
Army in WWII.  - Story: “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” 22 Sep 1991 p 4 - Born and 
lived entire life on the east hill of Chippewa Falls. Beginning in 1947, began service 
with the Chippewa Falls street department, retiring after 44 years on 3 Jan 1991. 
Entered the Army on 19 Dec 1944 during WWII & was sent to the Philippines. He 
traveled across the island of Luzon in antiquated vehicles, not realizing his danger, 
being 18 & wanting to see his brother John. On 2 Sep 1945 he entered Tokyo Bay. He 
was knocked unconscious in his barracks when a nearby captured store of enemy 
ammunition exploded. Chippewa Falls streets had been cared for by his father 
Oscar, the street superintendent since 1931. In the 1930s Oscar worked with a 
horse, wagon & 2 horse-drawn trucks. In Feb 1947 James began work in his father’s 
department & was made assistant street superintendent in Jun 1958. After Oscar’s 
retirement, James was promoted to street superintendent on 2 May 1961 as his 
successor. – James married Lorraine Ruth Peterson (b. 7 Oct 1933 WI) on 29 May 
1953 in Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. Their engagement was announced in Dec 
1952. Her mother was Mrs. Ruth Peterson at the time; Lorraine’s mother later 
married Ezra Boettcher on 8 Aug 1953. - Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Chippewa 
Falls, Chippewa WI. F: 191812217 

• Helen Sophie Bjork Anderson, 11 Jul 1928 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI– 8 May 
2013 Eau Claire, Eau Claire WI. Wife of Wilford Oren (“Andy”) Anderson (22 Aug 
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1928 Forest City IA – 2 Oct 2022, buried in Chippewa Falls WI), whom she married in 
Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI on 15 Jul 1950. Wilford was the son of Selmer 
Anderson & Tillie Vaage. – Her obituary: “Chippewa Herald-Telegram” 11 May 2013, 
p. 2. – Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. F: 171211108 

• Elmer Steven Bjork, 23 Apr 1930 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 10 Dec 2018 
Colfax, Dunn WI. In US Air Force in Korean War. Married Joanne Hedrington on 18 
Jun 1960. Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. F: 
230643480 

• Gordon William Bjork, 5 Jun 1935 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 28 Jul 2012 
Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. US Army 1958-1959. Married 14 Oct 1961 in 
Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI to Marjorie Jane Kelly, daughter of Murray Truman 
Kelly (F: 171981183) & Theresa Othelia Koepke (F: 171981203). Buried in Forest Hill 
Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. F: 96903469 

 
Full siblings: by his father’s 1st wife Helene West Bjork, who died in 1891: 

• John Bjork ? 
• Jennie Sophia Bjork Richards, 13 Jun 1883 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 20 Nov 

1973 Tacoma, Pierce WA. Wife of Charles Henry Richards (1882-1965, F: 
121355697), whom she married in Livingston, Park MT on 29 Aug 1907. Buried in 
Mountain View Memorial Park, Lakewood, Pierce WA. F: 121355698 

• Elizabeth Helena (“Lizzie”/”Eleese”) Bjork Tuggle McClarty Peterson, 4 Sep 1884 
Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 1 Feb 1971 Tacoma, Pierce WA. – Married in 1905 to 
Archie Breese Tuggle (1880 MO – 1918 MT, F: 61417637). – Married in Livingston, 
Park MT on 4 Jun 1919 to James McClarty (1862 Canada – 1941 MT, F: 61448624). – 
Wife of Garmand Peter (“Pete”) Peterson (1886 Norway – 1963 WA, F: 68521240) in 
1955. Buried in New Tacoma Cemetery, University Place, Pierce WA. F: 194800874 

• Benjamin Franklin Bjork, 15 Dec 1889 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 22 May 1972 
Greenfield MA. His mother died before he was 2 years old. Married in Hoboken NJ 
on 18 Dec 1915 to Augusta Sophie (or Auguste Florentine) Kruger (1895-1972, F: 
136316118). Augusta died 19 Jun 1972, less than 1 month after Benjamin died. 
Buried in East Cemetery, Rowe, Franklin MA. F: 136315993 
 

Half-siblings: by his father’s 2nd wife Ida Anderson Bjork: 
• Arthur Bjork, 28 May 1894 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 2 Jun 1970 Eureka, 

McPherson SD. Married 29 Aug 1920 in Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI to Grace 
Adelaide Sprague (1890-1981, F: 47622313). Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, 
Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. F: 46810840 

• Ebba Charlotte Bjork Hansen Lawson, 2 Jan 1896 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 6 
Jan 1978 Puyallup, Pierce WA. – Married in Mar 1940 to Dewey H. Hansen (1898-
1950, F: 92817456). – Married on 10 Aug 1957 to Warren Thomas Lawson (1883-
1968, F: 150186593). Unsure where buried but tombstone is shown on her Find A 
Grave record. F: 50186616 
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• Velma M. Bjork, 13 Sep 1898 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 6 Mar 1938 Chippewa 
Falls, Chippewa WI. Died of heart disease. Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, 
Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. F: 170836159 

• Arvid John Bjork, 9 Jan 1900 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 9 May 1902 Chippewa 
Falls, Chippewa WI. The 1st child to bear this name. Died from accidentally drinking 
carbolic acid. Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI. F: 
170836078 

• Elsie Margaret Bjork Ingebretson, 8 Sep 1901 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 25 Apr 
1975 Bloomer, Chippewa WI. Wife of William C. Ingebretson (1892-1974, F: 
92817652) whom she married 30 Jan 1923 in Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. [MN 
marriage records indicate 30 Jan 1923; her obituary says 29 Jan 1923.] Buried in 
Bloomer City Cemetery, Bloomer, Chippewa WI. F: 92817651 

• Arvid John Bjork, 19 Oct 1903 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 28 Sep 1964 
Milwaukee, Milwaukee Co. WI. The 2nd son of John & Ida to bear this name. His 
brother had died the year before he was born. – Married to Edith Bowser Bjork (later 
Freeman) (1910-1978, F: 115985178). Buried in Forest Hill Cemetery, Chippewa 
Falls, Chippewa WI. F: 115985106 

 
Notes: 
 
Pre-war:  
 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) 1 Jul 1996 p 4 
Reprints a story from 18 Aug 1959 in which Oscar Bjork, currently the Chippewa Falls city 
street superintendent, told of the day he watered the elephants. The circus coming to town 
promised 20 elephants; there were only 8, but Oscar said: “Never saw such big ones, 
before or since.” The circus train arrived from the west on the Wisconsin Central & began 
to unload. A watching city councilman asked the circus officials how they were going to get 
the circus across the river. The circus folks said the bridge. The city official got more city 
officials & they argued for an hour with the circus, saying no elephants or heavy wagons 
were going to cross the bridge. The suggestion came to reload everything on the WI Central 
train, cross the river, transfer to the Omaha Railway, then back into the station on the 
south side & unload. Then a little boy – Oscar Bjork – tugged at the circus man’s trousers & 
offered to watch the elephants. Oscar was given a stick with sharp prongs on one end & 
became the envy of every other kid in town as he herded the elephants to the river. But 
since it was a hot day, the elephants had a great time in the river, throwing & blowing water 
everywhere. It took 4 men – and one small boy – a long time to get the elephants out of the 
river in time for the afternoon performance. The circus owner said he was never coming to 
Chippewa Falls WI again. 
 
Wartime: 
From entry in “The Honor Roll, Chippewa County” p. 31: Enlisted 6 Apr 1917 in Co. A, 4th WI 
Infantry. Trained at Camp Douglas WI & Camp McArthur, Waco TX. Transferred to 1st Truck 
Co., 107th Motor Supply Train, 32nd Division. Discharged 29 May 1919 
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Post-war: 
 
“Chippewa Herald-Telegram” (Chippewa Falls WI) 10 Nov 2010 p. B 8 “WWI Artifacts” 
Tells story of Oscar’s experience on the Tuscania. Donated to the Chippewa Area History 
Center were his Tuscania Survivors certificate, the roster of the WI Tuscania Survivors Club 
(of which he is vice president) & his uniform. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 393-30-7107 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – conducted 5/6 Jun 1900 
John Bjork, 50 Sweden, Sep 1850, parents b. Sweden, married 7 years (crossed off 18 
years), emigrated 1880, in US 20 years, naturalized, tile manufacturer 
Ida, 332 Sweden, Jun 1868, parents b. Sweden, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living [Arthur, 
Ebba, Vilma, Arvid] 
Jennie, 16 WI, Jun 1883 
Lizzie, 15 WI, Sep 1884, at school 
Oscar, 14 WI, Apr 1886 [age 13 is crossed through & 14 added], at school 
Benjamin, 10 WI, Dec 1889, at school 
Arthur, 6 WI, May 1894 
Ebba, 4 WI, Jun 1896 
Vilma, 2 WI, Sep 1898 
Arvid, 4 months, Jan 1900 
& 5 male boarders, all b. in Sweden 
 
1905 WI state census – Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI 
Ida Bjork, 37 Sweden, widow, housekeeper 
Oscar, 19 WI, laborer in cement work [here listed as son, although he is Ida’s stepson] 
Arthur, 11 WI 
Eba, 9 WI 
Velma, 6 WI 
Elsie, 3 Wi 
Arved, 2 WI 
Ida’s brother John L. Anderson, 38 Sweden, maker, cement walks 
A servant & 2 male lodgers 
For all the Bjork children: both parents b. Sweden] 
 
1910 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 204 Central St. W 
Eda Bjork, 41 Sweden, parents b. Swedenwidow, emigrated 1893, gave birth to 6 children, 
5 are living, keeping boarders at home 
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And her children: 
Arthur, 15 WI 
Ebba, 14 WI 
Vilma, 11 WI 
Elsie, 8 WI 
Arvid, 6 WI [the other son named Arvid who was born in 1900 had died in 1902] 
& stepson Oscar Bjork, 24 WI, single, cement work on streets 
& 3 male boarders 
 
1920 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI - 15 Pond 
Ada Bjork, 51 Sweden, parents b. Sweden, widow, emigrated 1883, naturalized 1886 
Oscar, 33 WI, single, contractor, cement [listed as son instead of stepson - Oscar will 
marry later in the year] 
Willa, 21 WI 
Arvid, 16 WI 
[for all the children: both parents b. Sweden] 
 
1930 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 110 N. State St. 
Oscar Bjork, 43 WI, parents b. Sweden, age 33 at 1st marriage, cement mixer, lumber co., 
says not a veteran 
Karena, 35 Norway, parents b. Norway, age 25 at 1st marriage, emigrated 1914, naturalized 
John, 8 WI 
Kenneth, 7 WI 
Kathleen, 6 WI 
James, 3 WI 
Helen, 1 WI 
 
1940 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – 110 N. State St. – same house in 1935 
Oscar Bjork, 55 WI, street commissioner, city street department 
Karena, 46 Norway 
John, 18 WI, assistant cook, restaurant 
Kenneth, 16 WI 
Kathaleen, 16 WI 
James, 12 WI 
Helen, 11 WI 
Elmer, 9 WI 
Gordon, 4 WI 
 
1950 Chippewa Falls, Chippewa WI – N. State St. 
Oscar Bjork, 62 WI, street commissioner, city street department 
Karina, 55 Norway 
Kenneth, 27 WI, janitor, meter reader, public utility company 
James, 22 WI, truck driver & [unreadable word] street cleaner, city street department 
Helen, 21 WI, machine operator, rubber tire manufacturer 
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Elmer, 19 WI 
Gordon, 14 WI 
All the children: “never married” 
 
 
 


