
1 
 

TUSCANIA 
Wartime casualty 
Baker, Oscar Bee 

1894 TX – 1919 France 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
https://www.fold3.com/image/27477462/3373?terms=oscar,reference,baker,casualty 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-W7QB-

7?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPCS-
ZVD4&action=view 

 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9P8X-

CG1?i=465&cc=1916249&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AVHZ7-5MX 
 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-W7QB-7?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPCS-ZVD4&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-W7QB-7?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPCS-ZVD4&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-W7QB-7?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPCS-ZVD4&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9P8X-CG1?i=465&cc=1916249&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AVHZ7-5MX
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:33S7-9P8X-CG1?i=465&cc=1916249&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AVHZ7-5MX
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Noted as from Arizona - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-

K9FM-V?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-
7892&action=view 

 
Life: 

 
 

 

 
“Austin (TX) American” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9FM-V?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-7892&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9FM-V?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-7892&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K9FM-V?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH4-7892&action=view
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Article continues – “Arizona Republican” (Phoenix AZ) Tuesday 8 Jul 1930 p 12 

 
 
 

Siblings: 
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Sister Leona Ann Baker Mercer (1886-1972) with husband Henry Clay Mercer – Find A 

Grave 96734677 
 

 
TX death record of sister Nola Barbara Baker Hardie (1888-1967) – Find A Grave 119482609 
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Twin sister Minnie Baker Primm (1894-1974) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/36389540/person/19472273337/media/04a00372-0507-4369-a34a-
81ae2d2417cf 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/36389540/person/29553003502/media/fea6392b-6f9b-4554-87bb-
22d49fa119da 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/36389540/person/19472273337/media/04a00372-0507-4369-a34a-81ae2d2417cf
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/36389540/person/19472273337/media/04a00372-0507-4369-a34a-81ae2d2417cf
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/36389540/person/19472273337/media/04a00372-0507-4369-a34a-81ae2d2417cf
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TX death record of brother John Rufus Baker (1899-1955) – Find A Grave 69488055 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name: Oscar Bee Baker 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private 
Serial number:  251,365 
Entered service from:  Cumby, Hopkins TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Oscar Baker 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father William Baker, Cumby TX 
Body returned from war on: "Princess Matoika" Jul 1920 
Body listed on return ship as: Oscar B. Baker 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: NOK not noted on list, wagoner, Supply Co., 9th Inf. 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Oscar Baker - b. 19 Mar 1894 Cumby TX; res: 
Globe, Gila Co. AZ. Single. Boiler maker, Arizona Eastern Railroad, Globe AZ. Medium 
height & build. 
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Found at: https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/22135921:6482?tid=&pid=&queryId=e20bbf61b425d44c80a86a76edd0e426
&_phsrc=cPx3676&_phstart=successSource 
 
Headstone application: Oscar Baker, Wag, Sup Co, 9th Inf., d. March 12, 1919, burial in 
Cumby Cemetery, Cumby TX. 2nd Division, Arizona, headstone sent to William F. Baker, 
Route 1, Cumby TX. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 8 Oct 1917 
Discharged 12 Mar 1919 (date of death) 
Address: Cumby, Hopkins TX 
Rank/unit: wagoner, Sup. Co., 9th Inf. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  19 Mar 1894 Cumby, Hopkins TX [twin of Minnie Baker] 
Died: 12 Mar 1919 France (died of influenza) (death noted in American Expeditionary 
Forces HQ cablegram 9 May 1919) 
Find A Grave record: 69488114 - presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Cumby, Hopkins TX 
Cemetery: Cumby 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Arizona Wagoner 9 Inf. 2 Div. 
 
Father: William Franklin (“Bill”) Baker, Nov 1851 Galveston, Galveston TX – 1945 Cumby, 
Hopkins TX. Son of John William Baker (member of the 7th Infantry, Confederate States of 
America army, died 1865, F: 69488460)) & Catherine Peacock. In the 1920 census, a 
widowed Bill Baker lives with his married daughter, Mary Benton & her husband Jim Benton 
in Justice Precinct 4, Hopkins Co. TX. Buried in Cumby Cemetery, Cumby, Hopkins TX. 
Find A Grave: 69488237 
 
Mother: Sallie Roberts Baker, Jul 1865 AL – 30 Mar 1913 Cumby, Hopkins TX. Daughter of 
Rufus C. Roberts (Roberds), a soldier in the Confederate States of America army, died 
1865) & Harriet C. Fant. Buried in Cumby Cemetery, Cumby, Hopkins TX. 
Find A Grave: 69488255 
Parents’ marriage: William F. Baker married Sallie Roberts 18 Oct 1880 Hopkins Co. TX 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave: 
 
Children: 
 
Siblings: 

• Leona Ann Baker Mercer, 15 Jul 1886 Hopkins Co. TX – 29 Apr 1972 Amarillo, Potter 
TX. Wife of Henry Clay Mercer (1880-1965, F: 96734509) whom she married 6 Feb 
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1906 in Hunt Co. TX. Buried in Silverton Cemetery, Silverton, Briscoe TX. F: 
96734677 

• Nola Barbara Baker Hardie, 27 Nov 1888 Cumby, Hopkins TX – 26 Oct 1967 
Houston, Harris TX. Wife of John Hall Hardie (1872-1947, F: 99850945). Buried in 
Galveston Memorial Park, Hitchcock, Galveston TX. F: 119482609 

• Minnie Baker Primm, 19 Mar 1894 Cumby, Hopkins TX – 9 Mar 1974 Lubbock TX. 
Twin of Oscar Bee Baker. Wife of Clem Clayburn Primm (1881-1958, F: 8449899). 
Buried in City of Lubbock Cemetery, Lubbock, Lubbock TX. F: 8449898.  

• Mary C. Baker Benton, Oct 1897 TX (according to 1900 census) -  Ancestry.com 
records have several versions of a family tree. In one, Mary Emma Baker was born 1 
Oct 1897 & died 23 Aug 1989. Her tombstone uses the surname Baker. – Evidence 
from the 1920 census for Justice Precinct 4, Hopkins Co. places a married Mary 
Benton & husband Jim Benton living with her father, Bill Baker. Mary Baker married 
24 Mar 1918 in Hopkins Co. TX to James Daniel Benton, 10 Jan 1890 Monroe Co. TX – 
12 Dec 1929 Cumby, Hopkins TX. The son of Charles Eugeniu Benton & Elizabeth 
Adeline Crawford, James died of tuberculosis & is buried in Cumby Cemetery, 
Cumby, Hopkins TX, F: 119291742. - Ancestry.com also links her to a marriage to a 
man named Johnson & links her to a grave for MARIE Baker Johnson. This woman 
was born 10 Oct 1897 & died 5 Dec 1967 & is buried in Earthman Resthaven 
Cemetery, Houston, Harris TX, F: 190657777.  

• John Rufus Baker, 1 Oct 1899 TX – 4 Sep 1955 Cumby, Hopkins TX. Husband of Ruth 
Naomi Lindley (1901-1967, F: 109695547). Buried in Cumby Cemetery, Cumby, 
Hopkins TX. F: 69488055 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
Find A Grave record notes he was the first Hopkins Co. serviceman whose body was 
returned to be buried at home. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Justice Precinct 4 (south part), Hopkins Co. TX – conducted 12 Jun 1900 
William F. Baker, 48 TX, Nov 1851, parents b. TX, married 18 years, farmer 
Sallie R., 34 AL, Jul 1865, parents b. GA, gave birth to 9 children, 6 are living 
Leona A., 13 TX, Jul 1886 
Nola B., 11 TX, Nov 1888 
Minnie, 6 TX, Mar 1894 [twin of Oscar] 
Oscar, 6 TX, Mar 1894 [twin of Minnie] 
Mary C., 2 TX, Oct 1897 
John R., 7 months TX, Oct 1899 
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1910 Justice Precinct 4, Hopkins Co. TX 
W.F. Baker, 58 TX, parents b. TX, in 1st marriage, married 29 years, farmer, general farm 
S.R., 45 AL, parents b. AL, gave birth to 9 children, 6 are living 
Minnie, 16 TX, farm laborer, house farm 
Oscar, 16 AL [incorrect – TX], farm laborer, house farm 
Mary, 12 AL [incorrect – TX], farm laborer, house farm 
John, 10 AL [incorrect – TX], farm laborer, house farm 
 
1920 Justice Precinct 4, Hopkins Co. TX – Oscar is deceased 
Bill Baker, 68 TX, parents b. TX, widowed, farmer, general farm 
Jim Benton, 28 TX, parents b. AL, married, laborer, on farm [son-in-law] 
Mary Benton, 23 TX, parents b. TX, married [daughter] 
 
 


