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TUSCANIA 

 

Axon, Oscar 
1890 MO – 1985 MO 

 
“Chillicothe (MO) Constitution-Tribune” 5 Sep 1979 p 5 –  

Oscar and Kittie married 10 Sep 1919  
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Four sons of Eli Axon & Catherine Howden – they had 5 sons, with Oscar the youngest: 
Frank Berton, George (who died at 1 year), Elmer, Oscar –so the youngest (white shirt, 

upper right) must be Oscar - Find A Grave 29556492 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-W7FR-

4?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8Z-122P&action=view 
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Obituary of Oscar Axon – “St. Joseph (MO) Gazette” Tuesday 19 Mar 1985 p 10 

 
Life: 
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1st mention in Newspapers.com in MO – “Braymer (MO) Bee” Friday 4 Nov 1904 p 1 

 

 
Gould Farm news – deer hunting or dating? - “Braymer (MO) Bee” Friday 22 Jul 1910 p 8 
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“Braymer (MO) Bee” Friday 10 Mar 1911 p 6 

 

 
“Braymer (MO) Bee” Friday 6 Oct 1911 p 4 

 

 
“Braymer (MO) Bee” Friday 24 Nov 1911 p 1 
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Braymer (MO) Bee” Friday 12 Apr 1912 p 6 

 

 
“Braymer (MO) Bee” Friday  25 Apr 1913 p 8 
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“Braymer (MO) Bee” Friday 6 Nov 1914 p 4 

 

 
“Braymer (MO) Bee” Friday 8 Jan 1915 p 4 

 

 
“Braymer (MO) Bee” Friday 16 Jul 1915 p 7 

 

 
“Braymer (MO) Bee” Friday 19 Nov 1915 p 7 

 

 
One year later, Oscar will have just survived the Tuscania sinking - “Hamilton (MO) 

Farmer’s Advocate” Thursday 8 Feb 1917 p 2 
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“Hamilton (MO) Farmer’s Advocate” Thursday 26 Jul 1917 p 3 

 

 
“Braymer (MO) Bee” Thursday 30 Aug 1917 p 1 
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“Braymer (MO) Bee” Thursday 22 Nov 1917 p 3 

 

 
“Hamilton (MO) Farmer’s Advocate” Thursday 6 Dec 1917 p 5 

 

 
“Braymer (MO) Bee” Thursday 20 Dec 1917 p 4 
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“Braymer (MO) Bee” Thursday 10 Jan 1918 p 
5 
 

 
There were 215 casualties – “the later the news, the better” often brought news of loss – 

“Braymer (MO) Bee” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Columbia (MO) Daily Capital News” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Hamilton (MO) Advocate-Hamiltonian” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
 

 
Headline is misleading – Oscar was not IN THE WATER for 6 hours, as he would have died 

within 3 hours – he was on a life “raft” (the lower version of the Tuscania’s lifeboats) – 
“Braymer (MO) Bee” Thursday 14 Mar 1918 p 1 
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“Braymer (MO) Bee” Thursday 18 Apr 1918 p 6 
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“Braymer (MO) Bee” Thursday 2 May 1918 p 4 
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“Braymer (MO) Bee” Thursday 1 May 1919 p 5 

 

 
“Braymer (MO) Bee” Thursday 29 May 1919 p 1 
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“Braymer (MO) Bee” Thursday 19 Jun 1919 p 1 
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“Braymer (MO) Bee” Thursday 18 Sep 1919 p 3 
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List continues – “Braymer (MO) Bee” Thursday 3 Nov 1921 p 3 

 

 
“Braymer (MO) Bee” Thursday 10 Nov 1921 p 1 

 

 
“Braymer (MO) Bee” Thursday 19 Oct 1922 p 13 
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“Hamilton (MO) Advocate-Hamiltonian” Thursday 22 Feb 1923 p 1 

 

 
“Hamilton (MO) Advocate-Hamiltonian” Thursday 15 Mar 1923 p 5 

 
 

“Braymer (MO) Bee” Thursday  
“Braymer (MO) Bee” Thursday 
“Braymer (MO) Bee” Thursday 
“Braymer (MO) Bee” Thursday 
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“Braymer (MO) Bee” Thursday 
“Braymer (MO) Bee” Thursday 

 
 

Wife: 
 

 
 

Kittie Loomis Axon – Find A Grave 29556495 
 

 
Marriage on 10 Sep 1919 – “Braymer (MO) Bee” Thursday 11 Sep 1919 p 1 

 

 
“Braymer (MO) Bee” Thursday 18 Sep 1919 p 3 
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“Chillicothe (MO) Constitution- Tribune” Thursday 17 Apr 1980 p 14 

 
 
 

Children: 
 

 
son William Vernon Axon (1923-2003) – “Braymer (MO) Bee” Thursday 17 Jun 1920 p 6 

 

 
“Braymer (MO) Bee” Thursday 24 Jun 1920 p 4 
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Marriage of son William Vernon Axon – “St. Joseph (MO) News-Press” Sunday 28 Apr 1940 

p 23 
 

 
“Hamilton (MO) Advocate-Hamiltonian” Thursday 18 Apr 1940 p 1 
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https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/sun-city-az/ella-axon-6518219 
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Christmas letter of son Larry Lynn Axon – “Hamilton (MO) Advocate-Hamiltonian” Thursday 

19 Dec 1935 p 2 
 

 
“Hamilton (MO) Advocate-Hamiltonian” Thursday 1 Nov 1945 p 10 
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“Hamilton (MO) Advocate-Hamiltonian” Thursday 11 Jul 1946 p 1 

 
 

 
“St. Joseph (MO) News-Press” Wednesday 14 Jul 1948 p 4 
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“Craig (MO) Leader” Friday 23 Jul 1948 p 1 
 

 
Larry Lynn Axon’s fiancée – “St. Joseph (MO) News-Press” Sunday 16 May 1948 p 22 
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“Braymer (MO) Bee” Friday 19 May 1905 p 1 

 
Mother: 

 

 
Catherine Howden Axon – Find A Grave 10750036 
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Siblings: 
 

 
Sister Isabella Axon Hicks (1876-1963) – Find A Grave 41416795 
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Obituary of Isabella Axon Hicks – “Waterloo (IA) Courier” Wednesday 8 Aug 1962 p 38 
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Sister Clara Axon Boyer (1878-1957) – published in the “Salina (KS) Journal” Friday 22 Feb 

1957 p 10 – Find A Grave 137350756 
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Obituary of brother Frank E. Axon (1880-1959) – “Kansas City (MO) Star” Friday 31 Jul 1959 

p 20 
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Obituary brother Elmer Roy Axon (1888-1976) – “Baltimore (MD) Sun” Monday 13 Dec 1976 

p 10 
 

 
“Hamilton (MO) Advocate-Hamiltonian” Thursday 3 Jul 1924 p 5 
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“Hamilton (MO) Advocate-Hamiltonian” Thursday 26 Mar 1925 p 1 

 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name: Oscar Axon 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private  
Serial number: 250,466 
Entered service from: Braymer, Caldwell MO 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Oscar Axon 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Catherine Axon, Braymer MO 
Returned from war on: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Oscar Axon 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Catherine Axon, Braymer MO (cpl, 17th Co., 
20th Engrs, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Oscar Axon - b. 19 Oct 1890 Braymer MO; res: 
Braymer MO. Single. Farmer. Tall & slender 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: RR 1, Hamilton MO 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Oscar Axon - b. 19 Oct 1890 Caldwell Co. MO; res: 
Hamilton, Caldwell MO. NOK Kittie Axon of Hamilton MO. Self-employed. Height: 5 10 ½” – 
160 lobs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 15 Dec 1917 
Discharged 12 Jun 1919 
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Address: 
Rank/unit: 
 
Missouri, State Archives: Oscar Axon, res: braymer MO, serial 250466, inducted Jefferson 
Barracks 15 Dec 1917 at age 27 years 1 month. 17th Co., 20th Engineers to discharge. 
Promoted to corporal Mar 1919. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 – 28 May 1919. 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 19 Oct 1890 Braymer, Caldwell MO 
Died:  17 Mar 1985, Chillicothe, Livingston MO (Find A Grave & obituary) or Hamilton, 
Caldwell MO (Social Security Death Index) 
Find A Grave record: 29556492 - presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Hamilton, Caldwell MO 
Cemetery: Highland 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: Eli Axon, 25 Jul 1845 Oneida Falls or New York Mills, Oneida NY - 5 May 1905 
Braymer, Caldwell MO. Buried in Hopewell Cemetery, Caldwell Co. MO. 
Find A Grave: 10750032 
 
Mother: Catherine Howden Axon, 6 Mar 1853 Ancaster, Ontario, Canada - 9 Jan 1943 
Braymer, Caldwell MO. Daughter of Benjamin Howden & Sarah Dea. Buried in Hopewell 
Cemetery, Caldwell Co. MO. Buried in Hopewell Cemetery, Caldwell Co. MO. 
Find A Grave: 10750036 
Parents’ marriage:  Eli & Catherine married 3 Dec 1875 Ontario, Canada. 
 
Spouse: Kittie Agnes Loomis Axon, 25 Oct 1895 Caldwell Co. MO – 17 Apr 1980 Chillicothe, 
Livingston MO. Obituary: “Chillicothe Constitution-Tribune” 17 Apr 1980 p 14 – Mrs. Kittie 
Axon (Mrs. Oscar Axon), age 84, resident of Hamilton MO, d. 17 Apr 1980 at the Hedrick 
Medical Center. Born 25 Oct 1895 Caldwell Co. near Braymer, daughter of Addison Loomis 
& Suzanne (Smith) Loomis. Married 60 years ago. Member DAR & American Legion 
Auxiliary. Survived by husband Oscar at home & children William V. Axon (Chillicothe), 
Larry L. (Springfield MO) & Mrs. Jeanne Hargrave (Chillicothe). Burial in Highland.  
Spouse Find A Grave: 29556495 
Marriage: Marriage 10 Sep 1919 Catawba Methodist Church (Wesley Parish Church) of 
Braymer, Caldwell MO. Both residents of Braymer, Caldwell MO.  
 
Children: 

• Annette Jeanne Axon Hargrave, 30 Jun 1921 Caldwell Co. MO (on the family farm) – 
1 Oct 2008 Camden Co. MO. Wife of Joseph R. Hargrave, whom she married 7 Feb 
1943. F: 96841923. 

• William Vernon Axon, 1923 MO - 2003 Sun City AZ. He married Ella Mae McClelland 
11 Apr 1940 at the Methodist parsonage in Chillicothe MO. Both were graduates of 
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Hamilton High School & were going to live in Pittsfield IL. Resident of Chillicothe MO 
in 1980. F: 106230351 

• Larry Lynn Axon, ca. 1928 MO. Resident of Springfield MO in 1980. As of 2023, 
apparently a resident of Arizona.  

 
Siblings: 

• Isabella A. (“Bella”) Axon Hicks, 2 Dec 1876 MO – 7 Aug 1962 Waterloo, Black Hawk 
IA. Married Ralph Hicks (1861-1938, F: 41416840) in 1901. Buried in Rose Hill 
Cemetery, Breckenridge, Caldwell MO. F: 41416795. 

• Clara Axon Boyer, 26 Sep 1878 Braymer, Caldwell MO – 21 Feb 1957 Salina, Saline 
KS. Died of burns when her clothing caught fire as she was cooking. Wife of the Rev. 
Fred Boyer (1875-1958, F: 13750764) whom she married in 1900. When Clara died, 
she was survived by 4 brothers: Frank (Kansas City MO), Bert (Braymer MO), Elmer 
(Baltimore MD) & Oscar (Hamilton MO) & 1 sister, Mrs. Bella Hicks, Nettleton MO. 
Buried in Roselawn Memorial Park Cemetery, Salina, Saline KS. F: 137350756. 

• Frank E. Axon, 12 Oct 1880 Caldwell Co. MO – 31 Jul 1959 Hamilton, Caldwell MO. 
Married in 1903 to Dora Lou Payne (1884-1956, F: 40092411). Buried in Rose Hill 
Cemetery, Breckenridge, Caldwell MO. F: 42630757 

• Berton Eli (Bert) Axon, 19 Sep 1882 MO – 9 Apr 1968 Kansas City, Clay MO. Husband 
of Rose M. Armbruster (1887-1975, F: 38339540). Buried in Rose Hill Cemetery, 
Breckenridge, Caldwell MO. F: 38339520 

• George Axon, 5 Jun 1886 – 18 Jul 1887. Buried in Hopewell Cemetery, Caldwell Co. 
MO. F: 1075030 

•       Elmer Roy Axon, 17 Sep 1888 Braymer, Caldwell MO – 11 Dec 1976 Baltimore MD. 
“Baltimore Sun” 13 Dec 1976 p 10 – photo. Memorial service for Elmer, who died at age 
88 on 11 Dec 1976 in Baltimore MD. Resident of Towson MD. Had own engineering firm, 
also worked for highway department in MO. In 1940 was transferred to MD by insurance 
firm U.S. Fidelity & Guaranty Co. First wife was Iva L. Thomas (1917-1955). His 2nd wife 
was Susan Hester Pijoan. His daughter was the wife of the ambassador to Taiwan 
(Leonard Unger). 

 
Notes: 
 
There are hundreds of articles on Newspaper.com found by searching “Oscar Axon.” Only 
a few are copied here.  
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
February 1930 – on tax committee of Caldwell County Farm Bureau 
 
December 1931 – president of Caldwell County Farm Bureau 
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Several articles about his pigs – 
 
“Cameron (MO) Saun” 11 Sep 1930 p 5 – Oscar Axon delivered 44 head of hogs to J.M. Hill 
10 Sep 1930, which averaged over 233 pounds at 176 days old. A nice profit for Axon. 
 “St. Joseph (MO) News-Press Gazette” 4 Nov 1931 p 7 – Caldwell Co. farmer Oscar Ax 
on got a medal for making required weights in the 1931 MO pork production contest. 
 
“Cameron (MO Sun” 3 Oct 1935 p 1 – 
As president of Caldwell County Farm Bureau, Oscar sent a letter proposing to finance 
moving 200 Polish families from Chicago IL to Caldwell Co. This suggestion was rejected 
30 Aug 1935 by the Rural Resettlement Division, Resettlement Administration, Washington 
DC. 
 
“Journal for Progressive Stockmen, Farming & Businessmen” (St. Joseph MO) 2 May 1940 p 
6 
Oscar Axon sold 19 head of 190-pound Caldwell Co. MO hogs here at $6 on 29 Apr. 
 
“St. Joseph News-Press/Gazette” 22 Mar 1942 p 27 – Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Axon, who live on a 
farm southeast of Hamilton MO, shipped their dinner bell to a Methodist Church mission in 
South Rhodesia, Africa. They were listening to the radio when they heard the plea for a bell. 
When they described the bell, they were told to ship it to NY, where it will be sent to the 
mission by ocean freighter as a contribution of the primary department of the Hamilton 
Methodist Church, of which Mrs. Axon is superintendent. 
 
Dec 1963 – adjutant of Caldwell County Barracks of WWI Veterans 
 
“Chillicothe (MO) Constitution-Tribune” 5 Sep 1979 p 5 – photo 
The children of Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Axzon of Hamilton will host a 60th wedding anniversary 
celebration at United Methodist parish house in Hamilton MO on 9 Sep. The couple were 
married at the new parsonage of the Catawba Methodist Church on 10 Sep 1919. They 
began housekeeping at the Axon homestead northwest of Braymer, living there until they 
bought a farm home south of Hamilton. In 1958 they built a home in Hamilton, where they 
still reside. Their three children are Bill of Chillicothe, Mrs. Leanne Hargrave of Chillicothe 
& Larry of Springfield MO. 
 
Obituary: 
 
"Chillicothe [MO] Constitution-Tribune" 19 Mar 1985 p 8 - d. age 94 at home of daughter 
Jean Hargrave in Chillicothe MO, lifelong resident Caldwell Co., son of Eli & Catherine, 
farmed in Hamilton area until 1958 when he moved into town of Hamilton MO, 60-yr 
member of American Legion. Survived by 2 sons – Bill of Chillicothe MO & Larry of 
Springfield MO – and daughter Jean Hargrave, Chillicothe MO. Funeral 20 Mar 1985, burial 
in HIghland 
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Social Security Number: 
 
“St. Joseph (MO) Gazette” 19 Mar 1985 p 10 – adds that he was WWI veteran. 
 
Social Security number: 497-40-5637 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 New York Township, Caldwell MO – indexed by FamilySearch.org as APON although 
the name is written as AXON 
Eli Axon, 54 NY, Jul 1845, parents b. England, married 24 years, farmer 
Catherine, 47 Canada (English), father b. Ireland, mother b. Canada (English), emigrated 
1876, in US for 24 years, gave birth to 7 children, 6 are alive 
Bella, 23 MO, Dec 1876, school teacher 
Frank E., 19 MO, Oct 1880, farm laborer 
Burton E., 17 MO, Sep 1882, at school 
Elmer R., 11 MO, Sep 1888, at school 
Oscar, 9 MO, Oct 1890  
 
1910 New York, Caldwell MO 
Catharine Axzon, 56 Canada (English),  widow, father b. Ireland, mother b. Canada 
(English), farmer, gave birth to 7 children, 6 are living 
Elmer, 21 MO, single, farm laborer, home farm 
Oscar, 19 MO, single, farm laborer, home farm 
 
1920 New York, Caldwell MO 
Oscar Axon, 29 MO, father b. NY, mother b. Canada (English), farmer – renter 
Kittie, 24 MO, father b. NY, mother b. MO 
 
1930 Hamilton, Caldwell MO 
Oscar Axon, 39 MO, father b. NY, mother b. Canada (English), age 28 at 1st marriage, 
farmer, farming, WWI veteran 
Kittie, 34 MO, father b. NY, mother b. MO, age 23 at 1st marriage 
William V., 9 MO 
Anetta J., 8 MO 
Larry L., 2 MO 
 
1940 Hamilton, Caldwell MO – same house in 1935 
Oscar Axon, 49 MO, farm 
Kittie, 44 MO 
Jame, 18 MO [Janne?] 
Larry Lynn, 12 MO 
 
 


