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TUSCANIA 
 

Ashby, Thomas Albert 
1892 KS – 1942 OK 

 

 
Contributed by Steven Schwartz of Renton WA – Thomas Albert Ashby is the third man from 

the right standing in the back row 
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“Coffeyville (KS) Daily Journal” Thursday 21 Feb 1918 p 1 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/365205525/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/365205525/
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“Cherryvale (KS) Weekly Republican” Thursday 7 Mar 1918 p 2 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/977636:2375 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-W32T-

K?mode=g&cc=2968245 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/977636:2375
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“Sapulpa (OK) Herald” Friday 1 May 1942 p 1 

 
Life: 
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“Tulsa (OK) Morning Times” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 

 
According to the “Official Bulletin” (US Committee on Public Information) 7 Feb 1918 p 5 – 
Tom A. Ashby landed on the island of Islay in Scotland and is at Port Ellen. 
 
From Steven Schwartz of Renton WA; lifeboat survivor, landing on Islay 5 Feb 1918. 
Reunited with other survivors at Port Ellen, Islay, 7 Feb 1918.  
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Excerpt: 

 
“Independence (KS) Evening Star” Wednesday 7 May 1913 p 1 
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Landed at Port Ellen, isle of Islay, Scotland – “Winfield (KS) Daily Free Press” Thursday 7 

Feb 1918 p 6 
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“Topeka (KS) State Journal” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Coffeyville (KS) Weekly Journal” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Augusta (KS) Daily Gazette” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Coffeyville (KS) Daily Journal” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 4 
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“Coffeyville (KS) Daily Journal” Friday 8 Feb 1918  p 5 
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“Coiffeyville (KS) Sun” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“South Kansas Tribune” Wednesday 13 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
2 articles on same page - "Coffeyville [KS] Weekly Journal" Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 3 
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“Augusta (KS) Daily Gazette” Friday 15 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Great Bend (KS) Tribune” Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 3 
 

 
“Augusta (KS) Daily Gazette” Wednesday 20 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“South Kansas Tribune” (Independence KS) Wednesday 13 Mar 1918 p 8 
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"Augusta (KS) Daily Gazette" Wednesday 13 Mar 1918 p 1 
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“University Daily Kansan” (Lawrence KS, U of KS) Wednesday 27 Mar 1918 p 1 
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“South Kansas Tribune” Wednesday 10 Apr 1918 p 1 
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“Coffeyville (KS) Sun” Sunday 28 Apr 1918 p 3 
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“Coffeyville (KS) Daily Journal” Tuesday 30 Apr 1918 p 7 
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There were 215 casualties on board Tuscania, so this account is close to accurate – 

“Coffeyville (KS) Daily Journal” Tuesday 27 Aug 1918 p 4 
 

 
“Coffeyville (KS) Daily Journal” Friday 20 Jun 1919 p 8 
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“South Kansas Tribune” (independence KS) Wednesday 20 Nov 1918 p 3 

 

 
“Lawrence (KS) Daily Journal-World” Friday 24 Jan 1919 p 4 
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“Ponca City (OK) News” 3 Nov 1919 p 2 – Fact check: others report a short-lived 
shuddering reaction by the ship to the torpedo; exposure would have killed someone 

before he spent 3 hours in the water, there are no reports of suction, the men who were 
picked up were landed in Ireland, not the Isle of Wight (which lies off the southern coast of 

England) 
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“Wichita (KS) Beacon” Thursday 6 Nov 1919 p 1 

 
 

 

 
“Sapulpa (OK) Herald” Tuesday 21 Mar 1922 p 2 
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“Bartlesville (OK) Morning Examiner” Friday 25 Aug 1922 p 7 

 

 
“Oklahoma City (OK) Daily Law Journal-Record” Tuesday 27 Dec 1938 p 1 

 
 

 
“Tahlequah (OK) Citizen” Thursday 20 Feb 1941 p 1 

 
 
 
 

Wife: 
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Divorce granted 14 Feb 1933 - “Bristow (OK) Record-Citizen” Thursday 16 Feb 1933 p 8 
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 13 May 1956 p 73 
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 4 Nov 1956 p 90 
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 17 Nov 1957 p 69 
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“Take-off” (Oklahoma City OK) Saturday 14 Nov 1942 p 8 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1961-29869-1745-
72?pId=963269769 

 

 
“Augusta (KS) Daily Gazette” Wednesday 17 Nov 1920 p 1 

 

 
“Daily Oklahoman” Thursday 28 Jun 1979 p 53 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1961-29869-1745-72?pId=963269769
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1961-29869-1745-72?pId=963269769
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Thursday 28 Jun 1979 p 53 
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Mrs. Margaet Cassady married Floyd Cassady on 10 Apr 1949 – remarried? - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1961-25577-
19182-14?pId=63233067 

 

 
“Oklahoma City (OK) Star” Friday 21 Jun 1935 p 45 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1961-25577-19182-14?pId=63233067
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1961-25577-19182-14?pId=63233067
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma Cit OK) Wednesday 10 Sep 1975 p 28 

 
 
 

 
“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Wednesday 7 May 1958 p 34 
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 12 Mar 1944 p 43 
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Friday 22 Apr 1949 p 50 

 

 
“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Monday 12 Jan 1953 p 12 
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Son: 

 

 
“Tulsa (OK) World” Thursday 28 Mar 1929 p 7 
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Wikipedia entry for son John Forsythe Ashby (1929-2001) - 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_F._Ashby 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_F._Ashby
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Wednesday 25 Nov 1953 p 10 
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“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Sunday 27 Jun 1954 p 49 
 

 
“Ada (OK) Evening News” Sunday 12 Feb 1951 p 3 
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Father: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/90306583/person/77012480470/facts 
 

 
“Gate City Gazette” (Coffeyville KS) Friday 11 Feb 1887 p 3 

 

 
“Liberty (KS) Review” Friday 6 May 1887 p 2 

 
 
 

Mother: 
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“South Kansas Tribune” (Independence KS) Wednesday 28 Dec 1887 p 3 

 

 
Obituary of mother Grace Forsyth Ashby – “Independence (KS) Daily Reporter” Saturday 29 

Jul 1905 p 5 
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“Independence (KS) Weekly Star” Thursday 3 Aug 1905 p 8 

 

 
“Coffeyville (KS) Weekly Journal” Friday 4 Aug 1905 p 7 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Siblings: 
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TX death record of sister Elizabeth/Edith Beryl Ashby Guy (1890-1981) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063108-
02031?pId=750778407 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063108-02031?pId=750778407
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/33154_b063108-02031?pId=750778407
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Obituary of Edith Beryl Ashby Guy – “Wichita (KS) Eagle” Wednesday 26 Aug 1981 p 11 

 
 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name: Thomas Albert Ashby 
Name variations:  Tom A. Ashby / Tom Albert Ashby (VAMI) 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number: 250,464 
Entered service from: Liberty, Montgomery KS 
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Sailed on “Tuscania” as:  Tom A. Ashby 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father Galusia W. Ashby, Liberty KS 
Returned from war on: Tom A. Ashby 
Sailed on return ship as: "Santa Paula" May 1919 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank:  father George W. Ashby, Liberty KS (cpl, 17th Co., 20th 
Engrs, Forestry)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Tom Ashby - b. 19 Feb 1894 Independence KS; res: 
Augusta, Butler KS. Single. Lumberman, Long Bell Lumb. Co., Augusta KS. Tall & slender. 
Card signed: Tom Ashby. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: Liberty KS 
World War II draft registration (1942): May have died before he got a chance to register. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 12 Dec 1917 
Discharged 1 Jul 1919 
Address: Box 1706, Tulsa OK 
Rank/unit: corporal, Co. E, 6 Bn, 20 Engrs 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  19 Feb 1892 Independence, Montgomery KS 
Died:  30 Apr 1942 El Reno, Canadian OK [or, according to his obituary, in the Loraine Hotel 
in Sapulpa, Creek OK]  
Find A Grave record: 74043643 - presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Liberty, Montgomery KS 
Cemetery: Liberty 
Tombstone: veteran flat: buried as Tom A. - Kansas Cpl 20 Engrs. 
 
Father: Galusha Worthington Ashby, Dec 1861 IA  -1926 Liberty, Montgomery KS. First 
name has been found spelled Galesha, Galusia, Gallucia Glusha & George. His IA birth 
record spells it Galasha.  
Son of Thomas William Ashby (F: 75160401) & Amanda Victoria Fuller (F: 75160454). 
Buried in Liberty Cemetery, Liberty, Montgomery KS. 
Find A Grave: 74043601 
 
Mother: Grace Forsyth Ashby, Jan 1859 IN – 28 Jul 1905 Liberty, Montgomery KS. She was 
the daughter of Albert Palaska Forsyth 1830 OH – Sep 1906 KS, F: 6635242, US 
Congressman 1879-1881, regent of KS State Agricultural College. Grace’s mother was 
Louisa Hinkle Forsyth (1851-1906 F: 764043557). 
Obituary: “Independence (KS) Weekly Star & Kansan” 3 Aug 1905 p 8 – Mrs. Grace Ashby, 
wife of R. Ashby, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. A.P. Forsythe of Independence, d. suddenly 
yesterday (28 Jul 1905) at her home near Liberty of heart disease. Funeral at Liberty 
tomorrow.  
“Coffeyville Daily Journal” 4 Aug 1905 p 7 – Mrs. Grace Ashby, wife of G. Ashby, d. 28 Jul 
1905 of heart failure. Survived by son & daughter. Interment Liberty.  
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Find A Grave: 74043557 
Parents’ marriage: 25 Dec 1887 Montgomery Co. KS 
 
Spouse: Margarerite/Marguerite/Margaret Mote Ashby Cassady, Apr 1899 “Clarks” NE 
(1900 census) but listed as 1 Apr 1904 on her tombstone and 1 Apr 1903 in her obituary – 
26 Jun 1979 Tulsa, Tulsa OK [or Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK). 
Daughter of John G. (1860-1947, F: 19304812) & Jessie F. Mote (1862-1958, F: 19304810). 
In the 1900 census for Clarksville, Merrill NE, John G. Mote (37 IN, Nov 1862, father b. OH, 
mother b. NC, married 12 years, a teacher) lived with wife Jessie M. (36 IA, Mar 1864, father 
b. OH, mother b. NY) & children Clarence (9 KS, Oct 1890), Paul R. (3 NE, Nov 1896) & 
Margaret (1 NE, Apr 1899). Her mother had given birth to 5 children, 3 of whom were living. 
In 1910, John G. Mote (43 IN, father b. IN, mother b. SC, in his 1st marriage, married 22 
years, a school teacher) lived in Broken Arrow, Tulsa OK with wife Jessie F. (41 IA, father b. 
OH, mother b. NY, in 1st marriage, given birth to 5 children, 3 of whom were living) & 
children Clarence (20 KS, engineer at a light plant), Paul R. (12 NE) & Margaret (11 NE0.  
In 1920, the family lived in Mounds Creek OK – John G. Mote (51 IN, father b. IN, mother b. 
SC, superintendent of a private school), Jessie F. (39 IA, father b. CT, mother B. OH), 
Clarence (28 KS, engineer, gas) & Margaret (20 NE). 
Age 29 in 1930, indicated age 20 when 1st married (she was 22 when married Tom).  
Following her divorce, she married (apparently) Floyd A. Cassady (24 Sep 1894 – 7 Sep 
1975, F: 100106537).   
In the 1940 census of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK, Floyd Cassady, 45 MO, a 
salesman for a manufacturer of water meters, lived with wife Margaret (34 NE) & son John 
“Cassady” (i.e. Ashby), age 11, b. OK. 
But – on 10 Apr 1949, Floyd A. Cassady married Mrs. Margaret Cassady in Oklahoma Co. 
OK. So, perhaps there was a “technical error” with their original marriage ceremony 
(documentation could not be located.  
In the 1950 census, Floyd A. Cassady, 55 MO, salesman of water meters, lived with wife 
Margaret (46 NE) in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK. 
Her tombstone reads Margaret Cassady. She is buried in Rose Hill Burial Park, Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma Co. OK. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 100106336 
Marriage: Tom A. Ashby, age 27, resident of Sapulpa, Creek OK, married Miss 
Margarerite/Marguerite  Mate, age 22, resident of Sapulpa, Creek OK, on 10 Nov 1920. Her 
name is spelled Margarerite on the application, Marguerite on the signed documentation 
about the marriage ceremony. Divorced 14 Feb 1933 Bristow OK with custody of minor son 
John awarded to Margaret. –  
 
Children: 

• John Forsythe Ashby, 26 Mar 1929 Tulsa, Tulsa OK - 10 May 2001 Tulsa, Tulsa OK. 
Age 1 in the 1930 census. Custody awarded to his mother in his parents’ 1933 
divorce. The Rt. Rev. Ashby became bishop of the Episcopalian District of Western 
Kansas 1981-1994. “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) 11 May 2001 p 16 – d. 
age 72, graduate of Oklahoma State University 1952, master’s degree in divinity, 
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Episcopalian Theological Seminary of the Southwest in 1955, ordained priest Dec 
1955, elected bishop of western Ks in 1981. Chaplain in OK National Guard for 22 
years until retired from the Guard in 1981. Retired as bishop Jan 1995. 

 
Siblings: 

• Elizabeth (also listed as Edith) Beryl Ashby Guy,  29 Jul [her TX death record says 
Jun] 1890 KS – 24 Aug 1981 Dallas, Dallas TX, Wife of Lemuel Pomeroy Guy (1886-
1959, F: 42348434). “Independence (KS) Daily Reporter” 11 Jun 1912 p 8 – “The 
crowning social event of the week” will be the wedding of Beryl Ashby to Lemuel 
Guy of Paris MO at 8p..m. on 12 Jun 1912 at the bride’s beautiful country home at 
the Verdigris River bend, southeast of Independence, on the spacious veranda 
surrounded by pink rambler rose bushes in full bloom. In Sep 1912 the couple 
reside in Harris MO.  In Aug 1919 L.P. & Beryl Ashby Guy reside in the Ozarks, at a 
Cedar Lawn home of 240 acres.  In Mar 1957 they live in Liberal KS. – Died of lung 
cancer. She was a widow & owner of a lumber yard. Buried in Liberty Cemetery, 
Liberty, Montgomery KS. F: 42348424 

 
 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 446-10-2364 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Liberty, Montgomery KS 
G.W. Ashby, 38 IA, Dec 1861, parents’ birthplaces left blank, married 12 years, farner 
Grace, 41 IN, Jun 1859, father b. OH, mother b. IN, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Edith B., 9 KS, Jun 1890, at school 
Albert T., 8 KS, Feb 1892, at school 
& servant Mike Burke, 48 birth place unknown, parents’ birthplaces unknown, single, 
laborer 
 
1910 Liberty, Montgomery KS 
Glusha W. Ashby, 48 IA, parents b. OH, widowed, farmer, general farming 
Beryl, 19 KS, single, father b. IA, mother b. IL, teacher, public school 
Thomas A., 18 KS, single, father b. IA, mother b. IL 
& Glusha’s mother Amanda V. Ashby, 66 OH 
 
1920 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. OK – is this him? Line 96 
Thomas Ashby, 27 MO, parents b. IN, single, laborer, lodger 
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1930 Tulsa, Tulsa OK – 1407 S. Indianapolis – conducted 15 Apr 1930 
Thomas A. Ashby, 37 KS, parents b. KS, age 28 at 1st marriage, salesman, cement 
company, WWI veteran 
Margaret, 29 NE, father b. IN, mother b. IA, age 20 at 1st marriage 
John F., 1 OK 
 
1940 cannot locate 
 


