
 
 

TUSCANIA 

 
 

One of the Baraboo 21 
Arndt, Otto William 
1896 WI – 1967 WI 

   
Left: Courtesy of Steven Schwartz of Renton WA – right:  “Madison (WI) Capital Times” 4 

Feb 1949 p 12 
 



 
Otto William Arndt is third from the left (and right) in the back row – “Madison (WI) Capital 

Times” 4 Feb 1949 p 12 

From “The Sinking of the Tuscania” by Marilyn C. Gahm, at www.tuscaniamemorial.org, 
page  449: 
Baraboo High School geography teacher Pete Arndt was chatting one day with his teaching 
colleague, history teacher Steve Argo. Pete mentioned to Steve that his great-uncle Otto 
Arndt had been on board the Tuscania. Like the majority of people today, Steve had not 
heard of the Tuscania but, after further research, became intrigued by its story. So, in 2015, 
Steve Argo launched a campaign to erect a memorial in Baraboo, Wisconsin, to 
commemorate the “Baraboo 21,” the twenty-one soldiers on the Tuscania who called 
Baraboo home, and also as an appreciation of gratitude toward the people of the United 
Kingdom who came to their aid.  

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.tuscaniamemorial.org/


https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/3364442:2345 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-794Y-

3?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZR-T58P 



  
Obituary of Otto William Arndt – left: “Madison (WI) Capital Times” Tuesday 14 Feb 1967 p 

12 and right: “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Monday 13 Feb 1957 p 1 
 

Life: 
 



 
“unlucky” Otto broke his arm in a fall, almost drowned in the Baraboo River – and was in a 

runaway wagon – all by the age of 3 – but one cannot call him unlucky on Tuscania – 
“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Wednesday 10 Jan 1900 p 3 – his WWII draft registration notes he 

has a crooked left arm 
 



 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 7 Feb 1918 p 1 

 



 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 21 Feb 1918 p 3 

 



 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Monday 4 Mar 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Baraboo (WI) Weekly News” Thursday 13 Feb 1919 p 7 

 



 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Saturday 19 Apr 1919 p 1 

 

  
Excerpt: 

 



 

 

 
 

“Baraboo (WI) Weekly News” Thursday 8 May 1919 p 11 
 



 
Article continues – “Baraboo (WI) Weekly News” Thursday 16 Jun 1921 p 8 

 



  
“Baraboo (WI) Republic” Thursday 17 Nov 1921 p 6 

 



 
“Baraboo (WI) Weekly News” Thursday 17 Nov 1921 p 4 

 



 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Monday 7 Feb 1927 p 1 

 
 
 

 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Friday 18 Jan 1929 p 4 

 



 

 



  



 
Otto William Arndt – 2nd from left, top row – “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Saturday 2 Feb 

1929 p 3 - https://www.newspapers.com/image/868615688/ 
 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/868615688/


 
“Baraboo (WI) News-Republic” Tuesday 5 Nov 1929 p 1 

 



 
“Baraboo (WI) News-Republic” Friday 20 Dec 1920 p 10 

 



 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Tuesday 7 Jan 1930 p 1 

 



   
Left: “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Wednesday 15 Jan 1930 p 4 – right: “Madison (WI) 

Capital Times” Wednesday 29 Jan 1930 p 9 
 

 
“Madison Capital Times” Wednesday 14 Nov 1930 p 11 

 



 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Friday 14 Jul 1933 p 8  
 
“Sheboygan (WI) Press” 5 Feb 1936 p 1 – Otto attended the 18th NTSA reunion. - “Wisconsin 
State Journal” (Madison WI) 7 Feb 1943 p 11 – also 8 Feb 1927 p 13 – also 4 Feb 1919 p 10 – 
attended Baraboo 21 reunions. 
 
 



 
Otto’s 3 sons are all in military service in WWII - "Wisconsin State Journal" (Madison WI) 
Friday 4 Feb 1944 p 9  
 



 
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 5 Feb 1947 p 4 
 
“Baraboo News Reporter” 2 May 2019 p A2 
The Baraboo Firefighters Association gave the Baraboo High School Baraboo 21 club $675 
on 19 Apr 2017 for the building of the Tuscania Memorial in memory of 3 of its firefighters 
who were aboard, one of them being Otto Arndt.  
 

Wife: 
 



 
Obituary of Ethel Marietta Cahoon Arndt – “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Saturday 6 Jan 
1996 p 2 
 



 
“Portage (WI) Daily Register” Saturday 3 Jul 1920 p 1 

Children: 





 
Obituary of son William Otto Arndt (1922-2012) – “Baraboo (WI) News 

Republic” Friday 19 Oct 2012 p 12 
 
 

 

obituary of son Paul Cahoon Arndt (1924-2022) - 
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/costa-mesa-ca/paul-arndt-10769988 
 

 
https://www.echovita.com/us/obituaries/ca/laguna-woods/paul-arndt-14717610 
 

https://www.echovita.com/us/obituaries/ca/laguna-woods/paul-arndt-14717610


 
Marriage to Sara Viola White in Delray Beach FL on 5 May 1945 – “Durham (NC) Herald-
Sun” Friday 29 Jun 1945 p 6 
 
 
 



 
Obituary of son Richard Dean Arndt (1925-2001) – “Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 

10 Jan 2002 p 2 
 

Father: 
 



 
Baraboo WI news: “Madison (WI) Capital Times” Wednesday 31 May 1944 p 12 

 

 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Wednesday 31 May 1944 p 12 

 
 
 



Mother: 
 

  
Obituary of Maria Markert Arndt – “Wisconsin State Journal” Friday 24 Jan 1947 p 4 

 

  
“Baraboo (WI) News Republic” Thursday 23 Jan 1947 p 4 

 



 
“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Saturday 25 Jan 1947 p 2 

 
Sibling: 

 



 
Marriage of brother Arthur Martin Arndt to Mildred Hull/Huff – “Baraboo (WI) Republic” 

Thursday 9 Nov 1916 p 9 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

Name: Otto William Arndt 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  107th Supply Co. E, then 107th Supply Co. F, then 128th Inf. Co. H (1938 
NTSA, Co. F) – sergeant 1st class 
Serial number: 251,200 



Entered service from: Baraboo, Sauk WI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Otto Arndt 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father F.M. Arndt, 339 - 5th St., Baraboo WI Arndt 
Returned from war on: "Winifredian" Apr 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Otto Arndt 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: father Fred M. Arndt, 339 - 5th St., Baraboo WI (sgt 1st 
class, Co. F, 101st Supply Train). Baker for F.N. Arndt. Single. Private for 2 years in WI 
Infantry.  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Otto Arndt - b. 25 Jun 1896 Baraboo WI; res: 339 – 
5th, Baraboo, Sauk Co. Single. Baker for F.M. Arndt, Baraboo WI. Private for 2 years, 
Infantry, WI. Medium height & build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: 1009 Ash, Baraboo WI - 1955 WI 
Survivor list: 517 Birch St., Baraboo WI 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Otto William Arndt - b. 25 Jun 1896 Baraboo WI; 
res: 117 ½ - 4th St., Baraboo, Sauk Co. WI. NOK wife Ethel M. Arndt, same address. 
Employed at Hercules Powder Co., 112 Walnut St., Baraboo, Sauk WI. “crocked [sic] left 
arm” – Height: 5’9” – 195 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 15 Jul 1917 
Discharged 26 Apr 1919 
Address: 615 – 3rd Ave., Baraboo WI 
Rank/unit: sergeant 1st class, 2d Co., 161 D B 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  25 Jun 1896 Baraboo, Sauk WI 
Died: 12 Feb 1967 Madison, Dane WI (in a Madison hospital) 
Find A Grave record: 67429411, presence on Tuscania noted in text & flower 
Burial location: Baraboo, Sauk WI 
Cemetery: Walnut Hill 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: Fred (Frederick) Martin [Friedrich Wilhelm Martin] Arndt, Nov 1860 (1900 census) 
Fritzoq, Pommern [Pomerania], then Prussia, now Poland, or 1862 (on Find A Grave, but 
noted as may be inaccurate] Prussia, Germany Nov 1860 – 30 May 1944 Baraboo, Sauk WI.  
Son of Martin Friedrich Arndt & Dorothea Marie Piepkorn. Emigrated from Germany in 1885. 
Buried in Walnut Hill Cemetery, Baraboo, Sauk WI. 
Find A Grave: 67429420 
 
Mother: Maria (Mary) A. Markert Arndt, Feb 1869 Honey Creek, Walworth WI [1870 on Find 
A Grave, but noted as may be inaccurate] – 23 Jan 1947 Baraboo, Sauk WI. Daughter of 
Franz Markert (1824-1880, F: 27422364) & Maria Hugebach (1830-1904, F: 27422905). Both 
of her parents’s surnames have several spelling variations. Found dead at her home. 
Buried in Walnut Hill Cemetery, Baraboo, Sauk WI. 



Find A Grave:67429421 
Parents’ marriage: 16 May 1893 Sauk Co. WI Frederich W. Martin Arndot, son of Martin 
Arndot & Marie Piepkorn, married 16 May 1893 Sauk Co. WI to Marie Markert, daughter of 
Franz Markert & “Hugdback.”  
 
Spouse:  Ethel Marietta Cahoon Arndt, 8 Jul 1900 Baraboo, Sauk WI – 4 Jan 1996 Baraboo, 
Sauk WI. Daughter of Paul W. Cahoon & Myrtle Elizabeth Spencer. Sister of Otto’s fellow 
Tuscania survivor, Horace Charles Cahoon. “Appleton (WI) Post-Crescent” 9 Oct 1996 p 18 
– Ethel M. Arndt, of 812 Appleton Rd., Menasha WI, d. 8 Oct 1996. No other details. – 
Buried in Walnut Hill Cemetery, Baraboo, Sauk WI.  
Spouse Find A Grave: 67429407 
Marriage: 30 Jun 1920 Baraboo, Sauk WI. 
 
Children: 

• William Otto Arndt, 6 Sep 1922 Baraboo, Sauk WI – 13 Oct 2012 Frankfort, Franklin 
KY. Resident of Columbus GA in 1967. Husband of Marguerite (“Mugs”) Hirschinger 
(1921-1998, F: 156904814) whom he married 28 Apr 1944 in Baraboo, Sauk WI. 
Buried in The Lexington Cemetery, Lexington, Fayette KY. F: 156904896 

• Paul Cahoon Arndt, 14 May 1924 Baraboo, Sauk WI – 24 May 2022 Laguna Woods, 
Orange CA.  Resident of Palos Verdes CA in 1967. – the son (unnamed) b. 14 May 
1924 Baraboo, Sauk WI to Otto Arndt & Ethel Cahoon Arndt, Ethel the daughter of 
Paul Cahoon. – Lt. Paul Cahoon Arndt married 5 May 1945 in Palm Beach Co. FL to 
sara Viola White (1920-2014, F: 134576546). Sarah Arndt is buried in Arlington 
National Cemetery, Arlington, Arlington VA. Her tombstone is inscribed: Wife of 
Major Paul Cahoon Arndt, US Air Force, but he is not on Find A Grave in that 
cemetery. - Married to Sally when his brother William died in Oct 2012.  

• Richard Dean (“Dick”) Arndt, 30 Sep 1925 Baraboo, Sauk WI – 31 Dec 2001 
Harrisonburg City VA. Resident of Harrisburg VA in 1967. Residence on death 
certificate: 148 Tow Man Ln., Harrisonburg. Age 76, occupation: president. (Held 
various offices as the Virginia Poultry Federation, eventually elected president).  
Served in the US Army Air Corps in WWII. Graduate of the U of WI (1949). 
Microbiologist in food technology at Wampler Foods. Husband of Marguerite 
Janette Rosbrook (1922-2008, F: 83196469). Marguerite’s 1st husband was Richard 
Elwood Woodyatt (1916-1943) who was killed in WWII. He was an aerial gunner; his 
body & 6 other crew members & their plane went missing, until parts of the plane 
were recovered in the Netherlands in 1969 during the construction of a large harbor. 
Marguerite Woodyatt married Richard Arndt in Jun 1950. Cremated. F: 83196747 

 
Siblings: 

• Arthur Martin Arndt, 17 Feb 1894 Baraboo, Sauk WI – 21 Apr 1960 Baraboo, Sauk WI. 
Known as Martin. Age 4 in 1900, age 16 in 1910. Married 1 Nov 1916 in Baraboo, 
Sauk WI to Mildred Priscilla Hull (1893-1988, F: 67429410). Buried in Walnut Hill 
Cemetery, Baraboo, Sauk WI. F: 67429409 

 



Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 398-12-0982 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Baraboo Sauk WI – 105 Walnut 
Frederick Arndt, 40 Germany, Nov 1860, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1885, in US for 15 
years, naturalized, married 7 years, baker 
Maria, 31 WI, parents b. Germany, Feb 1869, gave birth to 2 children, 2 are living 
Arthur M., 4 WI, Feb 1894, at school 
Otto, 2 WI, Jun 1896 
Lived next door to fellow Tuscania survivor, Arthur Bender.  
 
 
1910 Baraboo, Sauk WI – 105 Walnut St. 
Fred Arndt, 49 Germany, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, married 16 years, baker, 
home bakery 
Mary, 39 WI, father b. PA, mother’s birthplace unknown, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 2 
children, 2 are living 
Martin, 16 WI 
Otto, 13 WI 
 
1920 Baraboo, Sauk WI – 339 – 5th St. – conducted 2/3 Jan 1920 [Otto says he is married but 
marriage occurred 30 Jun 1920] 
Fred M. Arndt, 39 Germany, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1885, naturalized 1890, baker, 
retail bakery 
Mary, 50 WI, parents b. PA 
Otto, 23 WI, married, baker, retail bakery 
 
1930 Baraboo, Sauk WI – 615 – 3rd Ave. 
Otto Arndt, 33 WI, father b. Germany, mother b. PA, age 23 at 1st marriage, proprietor, 
bowling alley, WWI veteran 
Ethel, 29 WI, parents b. WI, age 19 at 1st marriage 
William, 7 WI 
Paul, 5 WI 
Richard, 4 WI 
 



1940 Baraboo, Sauk WI – 1009 Ash – same place in 1935 
Otto Arndt, 43 WI, county register of deeds 
Ethel, 39 WI 
William, 17 WI 
Paul, 15 WI 
Richard, 14 WI 
 
1950 Baraboo, Sauk WI  
Ott [sic] W. Arndt, 53 WI, fire department & tavern/Badger Ordnance & tavern 
Ethel M., 49 WI, assists in operating tavern 
 
 


