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TUSCANIA 
 
 
 

Abbott, Edwin Rolla 
1889 CA – 1959 CA 

 

 
Edwin Rolla Abbott – “San Francisco Examiner” 8 Feb 1918 p 2 (left) & “San Francisco 

Chronicle” 8 Feb 1918 p1 (right) 
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Edwin Rolla Abbott – “San Francisco Examiner” 5 Mar 1918 p 3 

 

 
Find A Grave 87556150 
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Obituary – “San Francisco Examiner” Sunday 19 Jul 1959 p 45 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-W9Y9-

R?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8C-JLVJ 
 
 

Life: 
 
 
 

 
“San Francisco Chronicle” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“Pomona (CA) Progress” Tuesday 5 Mar 1918 p 1 
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“San Francisco (CA) Examiner” Tuesday 5 Mar 1918 p 3 
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“Pomona (CA) Bulletin” Wednesday 6 Oct 1920 p 6 

 

 
“San Francisco Examiner” Sunday 4 Dec 1921 p 18 
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“San Francisco (CA) Examiner” Thursday 30 Apr 1931 p 24 

 

 
“San Francisco Examiner” Tuesday 21 Jun 1932 p 17 
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“San Francisco Examiner” Wednesday 3 Dec 1958 p 10 
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“San Francisco Examiner” Thursday 4 Dec 1958 p 1 & p 18 
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“San Francisco Examiner” Friday 5 Dec 1958 p 28 
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“San Francisco Examiner” Thursday 11 Dec 1958 p 1 & p 16 

 
 
 
 

Father: 
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Obituary of William Abbott – “San Francisco Examiner” Sunday 19 Jan 1908 p 2 
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“San Francisco Chronicle” Sunday 19 Jan 1908 p 23 
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Burial of father in Cypress Lawn – “San Francisco Call” Tuesday 21 Jan 1908 p 15 
 
 
 

Mother: 
 

 
Mother Anna Bell Casselman Abbott – Find A Grave 213877465 

 
Siblings: 

 
 
 

 
Obituary of sister Carrie Belle Abbott Webster Kip (1869-1944) “Oakland Tribune” 
Wednesday 12 Oct 1944 p 31 – https://www.newspapers.com/image/185507424/ 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/185507424/


26 
 

 

 



27 
 

 
Wedding of Carrie Bell Abbott & Arthur Ralph Kip 19 Dec 1895 San Francisco CA – “Napa 

(CA) Journal” Saturday 21 Dec 1895 p 3 
 
 
 
 

 
Brother William Martin Abbott (1872-1941) – Find A Grave 87556189 
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•  
• Obituary of William Martin Abbott - “San Francisco Examiner” Saturday 15 Nov 1941 

p 13  
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“Oakland (CA) Tribune” Tuesday 2 Dec 1941 p 11 
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“San Francisco Examiner” Tuesday 18 Nov 1941 p 13 
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Sister Susan Abbott Webster Erlin (1875-1963) – funeral home record - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2118/images/B019633-
00738?pId=367504 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2118/images/B019633-00738?pId=367504
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2118/images/B019633-00738?pId=367504
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Marriage of Susan Abbott Webster to John Theodore Erlin on 24 Dec 1913 – “San Francisco 

Examiner” Wednesday 24 Dec 1913 p 9 
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“San Francisco Call & Post” Friday 26 Dec 1913 p 8 
 
 

 
“San Francisco Examiner” Tuesday 10 Dec 1963 p 53 
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“San Francisco Examiner” Friday 15 Feb 1963 p 48 
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At 580 Mission, San Francisco CA - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/162508536/person/382148182694/media/f3396df6-2d83-41a0-b0b6-
3e5dbb8f2abe 

 

 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name: Edwin Rolla Abbott 
Name variations:  Ed R. Abbott 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Eng. 17th/Co. E - private 
Serial number:  250,461 
Entered service from:  San Francisco, San Francisco Co. CA 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Edwin R. Abbott  
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Next-of-kin on Tuscania: brother William M. Abbott, 56 Sulter St., San Francisco CA 
Returned  
Returned from war on: “Santa Paula” May 1919 
Next-of-kin on return ship, sailed under name: Edwin R. Abbott - NOK brother William M. 
Abbott, 58 Sutter St., San Francisco CA (sgt., 17th Co., 20th Engr, Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Edwin R. Abbott - b. 7 Apr 1889 San Francisco, CA, 
res: 839 Leavenworth, San Francisco CA. Single. Clerk at United Railroads, 58 Sutter St. 
Medium height, slender build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: 461 Market St., San Francisco CA 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Edwin Rolla Abbott - b. 7 Apr 1889 San Francisco 
CA; res: 400 – 40th Ave., San Francisco, San Francisco CA. NOK sister Mrs. J. Theo. Erlin, 
400 – 40th Ave., San Francisco. Self-employed at 58 Sutter, San Francisco. Height: 5’10” – 
145 lbs.  
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 5 Dec 1917 
Discharged 12 Jun 1919 
Address: 400 – 40th Ave., San Francisco CA 
Rank/unit: sgt, 17th Co., 20th Engineers 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 7 Apr 1889 San Francisco CA (II & VAMI) 
Died: 17 Jul 1959 San Francisco CA  
Find A Grave record: 87556150 – presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Colma, San Mateo CA  
Cemetery: Cypress Lawn Memorial Park 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: William Abbott, Nov 1843 Canada - 18 Jan 1908 San Francisco, San Francisco CA 
(at the home of daughter Susan Abbott Webster). Son of William & Susan Abbott. For 
almost 48 years was chief accountant & cashier for Methodist Book Concern. One of the 
most prominent workers in Methodist Church circles.  
Since his wife & children are buried in Cypress Lawn Memorial Park, Colma, San Mateo CA, 
he may be the William Abbott, unknown birth & death years in that cemetery. 
Find A Grave: perhaps 193271607? 
 
Mother: Anna Bell Casselman Abbott, Dec 1850 Canada – 11 Dec 1902 San Francisco, San 
Francisco CA.  Daughter of Riley Casselman (1826-1870) & Fanny Cooke (b. 1825).  
Buried in Cypress Lawn Memorial Park, Colma, San Mateo CA. 
Find A Grave: 213877465 
Parents’ marriage: 2 Jun 1868 Dundas County, Ontario, Canada 
 
Spouse(s):  never married, according to the 1950 census 
Spouse Find A Grave: 
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Children: 
 
Siblings: 

• Carrie Bell Abbott Kip, 1869 San Francisco CA - 10 Oct 1944 Oakland, Alameda CA. 
Wife of Arthur Ralph Kip (1869-1947, F: 87728726) whom she married in Central 
Methodist Episcopal Church, San Francisco, San Francisco CA on 19 Dec 1895. 
Buried in Cypress Lawn Memorial Park, Colma, San Mateo CA. F: 87728727 

• William Martin Abbott, 17 Mar 1872 San Francisco Co. CA - 13 Nov 1941 San 
Francisco Co. CA. Attorney. Husband of Annie Josephine MacVean (1874-1956, F: 
57988752,). Buried in Cypress Lawn Memorial Park, Colma, San Mateo CA. F: 
87556189 

• Susan F./T. Abbott Webster Erlin, May 1875 San Francisco, San Francisco CA - 8 
Dec 1963 San Francisco, San Francisco CA. First married to Stanley Webster, on 5 
Oct 1905 in San Francisco CA. Both were age 21. He was a resident of Fresno CA & 
she of San Francisco CA. Stanley was born 20 Jul 1880 Manchester, England & died 
2 Dec 1911 in Brooklyn, Kings NY. He was the son of Lewis Cook Webster & 
Rebecca Walker & is buried in Cypress Hills Cemetery, Brooklyn, Kings NY, F: 
219665617. – Widowed, Mrs. Susan Webster married John Theodore Gustave Erlin 
(9 Jun 1875 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 14 Feb 1963 San Francisco, San 
Francisco CA F: 87859319), at the home of her brother William Martin Abbott. John 
was the son of Gustave Erlin (F: 99913542) & Anna Henrichson (F: 99913524). Erlin 
was the founder of the San Francisco CA wholesale drug firm that bears his name.  
Susan & John married in San Francisco CA on 23 Dec 1913. He died 14 Feb 1963 CA 
(F: 87859319) & she died later that year, on 8 Dec 1963. Buried in Cypress Lawn 
Memorial Park, Colma, San Mateo CA. F: 87859322 

 
Notes: 
 
Pre-war: 
 
 “Los Angeles Times” 28 Jan 1911 p 25 – financial secretary, Southern California Rod & 
Reed Club, endorsed as county game warden 
Was secretary of the Southern California Rod and Reel Club in May 1911 
 
Wartime: 
 
“San Francisco Chronicle" 10 Feb 1918 p 2 - after days of not knowing, cable yesterday he 
was on ship, brother of William M. Abbott, United Railways attorney, Edwin was this 
company's asst. purchasing officer 
  
"San Francisco Examiner" 8 Feb 1918 p 2 - photo  
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"San Francisco Examiner" 5 Mar 1918 p 3 - photo & letter to brother William M. Abbott, 1st 
ship to be submarined, landed in Ireland, in lifeboat 4 hrs, sang songs, Scottish soldiers 
have been in war 3-4 yrs 
 
“Santa Ana (CA) Register” 5 Mar 1918 p 1 – the crew of the German submarine that sank 
Tuscania heard the troops singing “Hail, Hail, The Gang’s All Here” said letter to his 
brother. “You know the son. The lifeboats weren’t there but that didn’t bother the boys 
any.” 
 
Post-war: 
 
 
Social Security Number: 561-40-6430 
 
Censuses: 
 
1880 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 811 ½ Tyler St. 
William Abbott, 36 Canada, parents b. England, clerk in store 
Anna B., 30 Canada, father b. Canada, mother b. Ireland, keeping house 
Carrie B., 11 CA, at school 
William M., 8 CA 
Susan F., 5 CA 
& mother-in-law Fanny Casselman, 55 Ireland, at home 
& brother-in-law John Casselman, 25 Canada, clerk in tel. office 
 
1900 San Francisco, San Francisco CA - 345 Haight St. 
William Abbott, 56 Canada, Nov 1843, parents b. England, married 32 years, cashier, 
Methodist Book Concern 
Anna B. 49 Canada, Dec 1850, father b. Canada, mother b. Ireland, gave birth to 4 children, 
2 are living  
Susan F., 23 CA, May 1877  
Edwin R., 11 CA, Apr 1889, at school 
& lodger William P. Lean, 27 CA, May 873, single, commercial traveler, shoes  
 
1910 San Francisco, San Francisco CA - 2350 Fulton St. 
Stanley Webster, 33 England, in 1st marriage, married 4 years, contractor, building 
Susan A. Webster, 32 CA, parents b. Canada (English) [wife] 
Edwin R. Abbott, 21 CA, single, commission – ins (?) [brother-in-law] 
& maid Hannah Demien/Demier, 60 Germany, servant in private home 
 
1920 San Francisco, San Francisco CA - 400 – 40th Ave. 
J. Theodore Erlin, 40 CA 
Susan Erlin, 40 CA 
Edwin R. Abbott, 36, single, salesman/insurance office [brother-in-law] 
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1940 San Francisco, San Francisco CA - 400 – 40th Ave. 
Thero J. Eilin, 64 CA, retired 
Susan A. Eilin. 60 CA, house work, at home 
Edwin R. Abbott, 51 CA, single, insurance broker [boarder] 
& housekeeper Helen O’Connor, 53 CA, single, maid 
 
1950 San Francisco, San Francisco CA – 400 – 40th Ave. 
J. Theo Erlin, 72 CA 
Susan A. Erlin, 71 CA [wife] 
& brother-in-law Ed R. Abbott, 50 CA, insurance salesman, broker 
 


