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TUSCANIA 

 

 
Tuscania casualty 

Altwein, George Alexander 
1896 TX – 5 February 1918 on Tuscania 

 

 
George Alexander Altwein – from Find A Grave 53225255 

 
 

 

 
1917 Temple TX city director - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/404084226:2469?tid=75244082&pid=34551230221&queryId=1bba38460e5c
b3b022c0175e48d78a9d&_phsrc=cPx1709&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/404084226:2469?tid=75244082&pid=34551230221&queryId=1bba38460e5cb3b022c0175e48d78a9d&_phsrc=cPx1709&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/404084226:2469?tid=75244082&pid=34551230221&queryId=1bba38460e5cb3b022c0175e48d78a9d&_phsrc=cPx1709&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/404084226:2469?tid=75244082&pid=34551230221&queryId=1bba38460e5cb3b022c0175e48d78a9d&_phsrc=cPx1709&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/75244082/person/34551230221/facts 

 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/75244082/person/34551230221/facts
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TX, WWI military record - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89MN-Z3GP-

Z?cc=2202707&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQV18-JBY5 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-VCH9-

C?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7FJ-1HZM 
 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-VCH9-C?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7FJ-1HZM
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MH-VCH9-C?mode=g&cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AW7FJ-1HZM
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Surname spelled ALTWIEN - https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-

K92X-L?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-
HD54&action=view 

 
Life: 

 

 

 
“El Paso (TX) Herald” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92X-L?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-HD54&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92X-L?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-HD54&action=view
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3MW-K92X-L?view=index&personArk=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPH7-HD54&action=view


5 
 

 

 
“Waco (TX) Times-Herald” Tuesday 12 Feb 1918 p 5 

 

 
“Waco (TX) Times-Herald” Thursday 28 Feb 1918 p 3 
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Excerpt: 

 
“El Paso (TX) Herald” Saturday 30 Mar 1918 p 11 
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“Austin (TX) American-Statesman” Sunday 31 Mar 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Monday 18 Oct 1920 p 13 
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Sunday 24 Oct 1920 p 22 

 
 
 

Father: 
 

 
Frederick William Altwein – Find A Grave 53246901 
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TX death record of Frederick William Altwein - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062146-
02694?pId=23690023 

 
Mother: 
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Mother Ella Eliza Hook Altwein – Find A Grave 53246963 

 
 

 
Ella’s Find A Grave 53246963 – his mother & siblings identified as Bill (William Hubert), 
Teabie (Matilda Gertrude), Fritz (Frederick), mother Ella Hook Altwein, Pearl (Margaret 

Pearl) & Arthur Henry  
 

Siblings: 
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Brother Joe Milton Altwein (1889-1936) – Find A Grave 84349512 

 

 
“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Sunday2 5 Nov 1928 p 13 
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“Waco (TX) News-Tribune” Tuesday 12 Sep 1933 p 4 
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TX death record of Joe Milton Altwein – homicide, shot in the face - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062108-
02556?pId=22002148 
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Obituary of sister Teabie M. Altwein Lebernz Wheeler (1894-1994) – “Austin (TX) American-

Statesman” Thursday 21 Apr 1994 p 31 
 
 

 
Teabie’s divorce from 2nd husband Adam A. Wheeler - “Austin (TX) American” Thursday 16 

Sep 1954 p 23 
 
 

 
Brother Fritz Elias Altwein (1897-1956) – Find A Grave 84349499 

 



15 
 

 

 
“Waco (TX) Times-Herald” Friday 3 Aug 1956 p 3 
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TX death record of Fritz Elias Altwein - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/22308312:2272?tid=159875683&pid=432505801212&queryId=6bdfc4132d9

051f9c452f1fb04d726fd&_phsrc=cPx1689&_phstart=successSource 
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Sister Viola Zillian Altwein Pernitza Taylor Strange (1900-1937) – Find A Grave 31527488 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062132-

01912?pId=22231406 
 

 
Sister Margaret Pearl Altwein Wheeler (1902-1985) – Find A Grave 31528385 
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Brother William Hubert Altwein (1904-1965) – Find A Grave 8434956 

 

 

  
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/75244082/person/180058936950/facts 
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Obituary of William Henry Altwein – “Waco (TX) Times-Herald” Tuesday 2 Feb 1965 p 5 
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Brother Arthur H. Altwein (1909-1975) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/75244082/person/34311392665/media/fbb0cedc-585c-4d2c-be19-
388b5d094161 
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Arthur – “Waco (TX) Times-Herald” Friday 4 Jul 1919 p 4 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2143/images/32745_1020703347_00

18-00751?pId=13953 
 

 
“El Paso (TX) Times” Monday 10 Jun 1946 p 4 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2143/images/32745_1020703347_0018-00751?pId=13953
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2143/images/32745_1020703347_0018-00751?pId=13953
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Saturday 26 Jul 1947 p 2 

 
 

 
“Santa Ana (CA) Register” Tuesday 23 Oct 1962 p 22 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name: George Alexander Altwein 
Name variations:  Surname spelled ALTWIEN on Tuscania roster so appears in 1918 
newspapers with that spelling 
Military: 
On Tuscania: Camp Travis Det. 2, 165th Depot Brigade, 36th Co. - private 
Serial number: not assigned when died 
Entered service from: Temple, Bell TX 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: George A. Altwien [sic] 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. Fred W. Altwien [sic],  2008 S. 19th St., Temple TX 
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Burial on Islay, Scotland: 1st buried at Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave 77, as George A. 
Altwien 
Body returned from war on: "Antigone" arriving Hoboken 29 Sep 1920 
Listed on return ship as:  George A. Altwien 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: no NOK on this list, pvt, Casual Co. #2 
World War I draft registration (1917): as George Alexander Altwein - b. 3 Jun 1896 Taylor TX, 
res: 1218 – A19, Bell Co. TX. Single. Fireman at Prairie Queen Laundry, Temple TX. Claimed 
exemption from draft: “mom” Medium height & build. 
 
Texas World War I records: residence: 1008 S. 19th St., Temple, Bell TX. Inducted into Army 
at Temple TX 19 Sep 1917 at age 21 years 5 months. Born Taylor TX. Co. B, 10 Battalion, 
165th Depot Brigade, Camp Travis Casual Det. 2 to death. Private. Overseas 24 Jan 1918 to 
death on 5 Feb 1918 in sinking of Tusania. NOK Ms. Fred W. Altwein, 1008 S. 19th St., 
Temple TX 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Name listed as George Alxander Altwein, death date given as 26 Feb 1918 
Enlistment date not listed 
Address: 1008 S. 19th St., Temple TX 
Rank/unit: private, 38th Co., 165th D B 
 
Birth & death: 
Born:  3 Jun 1896 Taylor, Williamson TX 
Died: 5 Feb 1918, Tuscania 
Find A Grave record: 53225255, presence on Tuscania noted in text 
Burial location: Temple, Bell TX 
Cemetery: Hillcrest 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone: Texas  Pvt 165 Depot Brig 
 
Father: Frederick William Altwein, 1 Aug 1865 Germany [Prussia]– 10 May 1938 Temple, 
Bell TX. Son of August Ferdinand Altwein & Caroline Frederike Henriette Zibell. - TX death 
certificate spells surname ALTWIEN. Died at age 72 years, 9 months, 9 days. Retired 
carpenter. Son of August Altwein. Informant wife Ella (Mrs. F.W.). Buried in Hillcrest 
Cemetery, Temple, Bell TX. 
Find A Grave: 53246901 
 
Mother: Ella Eliza Hook Altwein, 26 Mar 1869 Cameron TX - 27 Sep 1958 Temple, Bell TX. 
Daughter of Joseph E. Hook & Amanda E. Odom. Buried in Hillcrest Cemetery, Temple, Bell 
TX. 
Find A Grave: 53246963 
Parents’ marriage: 1887 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave: 
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Children: 
 
Siblings: Teabie claimed she raised her 12 siblings. 

• Joseph (Joe) Milton Altwein, 17 Oct 1889 Rockdale, Milam TX (WWI draft: 17 Oct 
1890) - 3 May 1936 Temple, Bell TX.  Married 24 Dec 1911 to Alma A. Albright. – 
Married to Mary Thresy Lesikar (1898-1973, F: 31527873) on 4 Nov 1919 in Bell Co. 
TX; she later married James Thomas Tice (1888-1966, F: 31527872). -  In the 1920 
census, Joe & Marie lived with his parents & some of his siblings. in Temple, Bell TX. 
In the 1930 census for Temple, Bell TX, Joe, living with wife Marie T., was a salesman 
for a radio company. - Died of a homicide in a public place in Thorndale TX – 
shotgun wound to the face. Died at Scott-White Hospital, Temple, Bell TX. Was a 
stone & brick mason/contractor, married, res: 1012 S. 2nd St., 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:KSBL- name spelled ALTWIEN on 
death certificate. Unable to locate any newspaper articles about his death. Buried 
in Hillcrest Cemetery, Temple, Bell TX. F: 84349512 

• Lydia C. Altwein, 14 Feb 1892 Rockdale, Milam TX – 19 Sep 1894 TX. Buried as Liddy 
Altwein in First Street Cemetery, Waco, McLennan TX. F: 88867725 

• Serlena L. Altwein, 29 Mar 1893 Rockdale, Milam TX – 4 Oct 1893, likely TX. 
• Matilda Gertrude (“Teabie”) Altwein Lebrenz Wheeler, 29 Dec 1894 Waco, 

McLennan TX – 19 Apr 1994 San Antonio, Bexar TX. First married to Adolph William 
Duffy Lebrenz (1884-1937, F: 7577770). They married 21 Jan 1911 in Bell Co. TX. – 
Married to Adam Archie Wheeler (1883-1956, F: 33182677); they divorced Sep 1954. 
Adam’s son by his marriage to, Alvin L Wheeler, married Teabie’s sister. Buried as 
Teabie Wheeler in Cook-Walden Memorial Hill Cemetery, Austin, Travis TX. F: 
58718503 

• Frederick (Fritz) Elias Altwein, 24 Dec 1897 Rockdale, Milam TX - 1 Aug 1956 
Houston, Harris TX. Husband of Dona Elizabeth Collie. Buried in Hillcrest Cemetery, 
Temple, Bell TX. F: 84349499 

• Albert L. Altwein, 25 Jul 1899 Temple, Bell TX – 5 Sep 1900 TX. Was listed in the 1900 
census, conducted 13 Jun 1900. 

• Viola Zillian Altwein Pernitza Taylor Strange, 30 Sep 1900 Temple, Bell TX - 7 Aug 
1937 Temple, Bell TX. – Married 10 May 1919 in Bell Co. TX to Ray Hayes Pernitza 
(1898-1976, F: 43437103), son of Frank Louis Pernitza & Mary Louise Hook. – Viola 
Pernitza married 25 Apr 1924 in Bell Co. TX to Jack Leo Taylor. He is identified as J. 
Leo Taylor on their marriage record. His birthplace is listed as Texas on the TX death 
record of their daughter Barbara Taylor, born 2 Jan 1925, died 3 Nov 1926 of 
Influenza/pneumonia. - Around 1926, became the wife of William Brittain/Britton 
Strange (1893-1952, F: 31527489). Buried in Hillcrest Cemetery, Temple, Bell TX. F: 
31527488 

• Pearl Margaret Altwein Kannady Ulrich Wheeler, 22 Mar 1902 TX – 9 Nov 1985. – 
Married 14 May 1917 (or 14 May 1918, as the 2 official records do not agree) in Bell 
Co. TX to Thomas Hardy Kannady (1894-1978, F: 75563900). – Married 22 Jul 1922 in 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:KSBL-
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Bell Co. TX to John Henry Frederick Ulrich (1891-1972, F: 14802328). - Wife of Alvin 
Lee (A.L.) Wheeler (1911-1998, F: 31528376).  Alvin was the son of Adam Archie 
Wheeler, who was the 2nd husband of Pearl’s sister Teabie & Artie A. Raney (1897-
1975) who also married an Edward Kolba & died with the surname Reece. Adam 
Wheeler had several marriages. -  Pearl Wheeler is buried in Hillcrest Cemetery, 
Temple, Bell TX. F: 31528385 

• William Hubert (“Bill”) Altwein, 9 Aug 1904 Temple, Bell TX – 1 Feb 1965 Temple, 
Bell TX. Husband of Melissa Jane Singleton (1905-1967, F: 123034214). Melissa was 
also married to Roy A. McWhorter (1895-1964, F: 22676493). – William is buried in 
Hillcrest Cemetery, Temple, Bell TX. F: 84349516 

• Wilbur Lee Altwein, 1 Dec 1970 Temple, Bell TX – 20 Dec 1907 Temple, Bell TX. 
• Arthur Henry Altwein. Resident of Los Angeles CA when Fritz died in Aug 1956. 

Incarcerated for murder in Texas. His pardon was a matter of contention. He 
appears to have had numerous marriages. Listed on Ancestry.com is a marriage to 
Isal Rita Gretna Sumner (1910-1990) on 8 Jun 1930 in Bell Co. TX. Her other 
husbands include Jesse Baxter Howard (1907-2006) 7 Elmer Leroy Quick (1915-
1959, marrying him 13 Dec 1953 in Bossier Parish LA). But he might also have 
married Lillian Hyman on 14 Feb 1934 in Bexar Co. TX – or Catherine Elizabeth 
Norwood on 17 Feb 1955 in Harris Co. TX – or divorced Mae L. Erickson in Orange 
Co. CA in Aug 1968.  

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
“Galveston [TX] Daily News" 19 Oct 1920 p 4 
The War Department has notified parents Mr. & Mrs. F.W. Altwein that body of their son 
George D. [sic] Altwein, Tuscania casualty, has arrived from Scotland & was sent to Temple 
TX on 15 Oct under escort, American Legion has completed funeral plans 
 
Censuses:  
 
1870 Guadalupe County TX 
Aug. Altwine, 33 Prussia, farmer hand 
Caroline, 26 Prussia 
William, 7 Prussia 
Fred, 5 Prussia 
 
1900 Temple, Bell TX – 119 S. 8th - conducted 13 Jun 1900 
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Fred W. ALTWEEN (but can also be read as Altwien), 35 Germany, Aug 1864, parents b. 
Germany, emigrated 1867, in US for 33 years, naturalized, married 12 years, baker 
Ella, 30 TX, Mar 1870, father b. PA, mother b. LA, gave birth to 7 children, 5 are living 
Jo, 11 TX, Oct 1878 [sic, should be 1889] [son Joe Milton] 
Matilda, 5 TX, Dec 1894 [daughter Teabie] 
George, 4 TX, Jun 1895 
Fred, 2 TX, Dec 1897 
Albert, 11 months TX, Jul 1899 [he dies 5 Sep 1900] 
 
1910 Temple, Bell TX – conducted 23 Apr 1910 
Fredirek W. ALLTWINE, 44 Germany, parents b. Germany, married 22 years, carpenter, 
house 
Ella E., 41 TX, father b. PA, mother b. LA, house work, at home, gave birth to 8 children, 8 
are living 
Joseph M., 19 TX, stage manager, opera house 
Matilda G., 15 TX 
George A., 13 TX 
Fridrick E., 12 TX 
Viola, 8 TX 
Pearl M., 8 TX 
Hubert C., 5 TX 
Arthur H., 11 months TX 
 
1920 census 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/80303498:6061?tid=&pid=&queryId=510a31dfb0753b96adefa7a50c5487a7
&_phsrc=cPx1713&_phstart=successSource 
1920 Temple, Bell TX – George has died in WWI – the census taker placed the middle initial 
first & then the 1st name – this has been switched to the normal first name/middle initial 
configuration – all but one “boarder” is a relative 
Fred W. ALTWIEN, 55 Germany, parents b. Germany, emigrated 1872, naturalized 1899, 
carpenter, house 
Ella E., 50 TX, father b. PA, mother b. LA, keeper, boarding house [wife] 
Hubert C., 15 TX, father b. Germany, mother b. TX [son] 
Arthur H., 10 TX, father b. Germany, mother b. TX [son] 
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Joe M., 30 TX, father b. Germany, mother b. TX, married, mechanic, garage [listed as 
boarder, this is Fred & Ella’s son] 
Marie, 21 TX, parents b. TX, married, clerk, dry goods store [boarder – this is son Joe’s wife] 
Fritz E., 22 TX, father b. Germany, mother b. TX, married, plumber, tin shop [listed as 
boarder, this is Fred & Ella’s son] 
Dona, 21 TX, parents b. TX, married [boarder – this is Fritz’s wife] 
Hays R. Pertritza, 21 TX, parents b. TX, married, engineer, electrical system [boarder – this 
is wife of their daughter Viola] 
Viola Pertritza, 19 TX, father b. Germany, mother b. TX, married [boarder – this is their 
daughter Viola Altwein] 
Leo Pertritza, 20 TX, parents b. TX, single, laborer, laundry [boarder – probably Viola’s 
brother-in-law] 
 
1940 Temple, Bell, TX – in 1935 resident of Galveston, Galveston TX 
Mrs. F.W. Altwein, 71 TX, widow [head of household] 
W.H. Altwein, 35 TX [son] 
Fritz E. Altwein, 42 TX, sanitarium maintenance man [son] 
Dona I. Altwein, 41 TX [daughter-in-law – wife of Fritz] 
 


