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TUSCANIA 

 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Allen, Fred Kent 

1893 MN – 5 February 1918 Tuscania 
 

 
 
 
 

     
Fred Kent Allen – casualty – left: Find A Grave 57041091 - right: “Norman County Herald” 

(Ada MN) 20 Feb 1918 
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Fred Kent Allen http://www.mnhs.org/blog/collectionsupclose/9679 
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“Minneapolis Star Tribune” Thursday 26 Mar 1914 p 12 – Fred Kent Allen of Ada MN was 1 

of the first basses (the lowest male voice) in the Carleton College Glee Club. Performances 
were scheduled in Minneapolis & other cities, including Ada MN on 8 Apr 1914 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/181304770/ 
 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2213803:2590 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2213803:2590
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Life: 

 

excerpt:  
“Minneapolis Star Tribune” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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[list continues] – “Minneapolis Star Tribune” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Minneapolis Star Tribune” Sunday 2 Jul 1922 p 3 
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“Minneapolis Journal” Tuesday 13 Nov 1928 p 15 
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Father: 
 

 
Obituary of Charles Casper Allen – “Minneapolis (MN) Star” Thursday 13 Sep 1934 p 8 
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US passport application of Fred’s parents – 4 Jun 1920 – “to visit the grave of my son” – to 

sail from Montreal, Canada, on “Saturnia” on 17 Jul 1920 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_1288-

0443?pId=450374421 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_1288-0443?pId=450374421
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_1288-0443?pId=450374421
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/120388007/person/350197237853/facts 
 

Mother: 
 
 

 
On board “Mauretania” which departed Cherbourg, France, arriving in NYC on 25 Sep 1920 

- https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_2842-
0104?pId=4016459650 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/120388007/person/350197237853/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/120388007/person/350197237853/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_2842-0104?pId=4016459650
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/7488/images/NYT715_2842-0104?pId=4016459650
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Obituary of Nellie Sarah Crawford Allen – “Minneapolis Star Tribune” Tuesday 27 Nov 1945 

p 3 
 

Siblings: 
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Brother Dr. Charles Crawford Allen (1885-1946) – Find A Grave 22261213 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 



15 
 

 
Passport application of Charles Crawford Allen – 3 Jun 1920 -

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_1251-
0016?pId=600944203 

 

 
Dr. Charls Crawford Allen – “Minneapolis Star Tribune” Thursday 21 Feb 1946 p 19 
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Obituary of sister Marguerite Allen hassler (1889-1971) – “Minneapolis Star” Tuesday 16 
Mar 1971 p 42 

 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name: Fred Kent Allen 
Name variation: 
On Tuscania:  20th Eng. 16th/Co. D - private 
Serial number: US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so Fred died without a number 
Entered service from:  Ada, Norman MN 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Fred K. Allen 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father C.C. Allen, Ada MN 
Islay, Scotland, burial: 1st buried at Kilnaughton, Islay, Scotland - grave 55, as Frederick 
Allen 
Returned from war on: could not locate, body arrived in U.S. 1 Jul 1922 
Sailed on return ship as: 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Fred K. Allen  - b. 20 Feb 1893 Ada MN; res: Ada, 
Norman MN. Single. Lumber merchant for self, Ada MN. Medium height, slender build. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: could not locate 
 
State of Minnesota “The Gold Star Roll” 
http://www.mnhs.org/blog/collectionsupclose/9679 
b. 20 Feb 1893 Ada, Norman MN, residence prior to service Ada, Norman MN, father 
Charles C. Allen, b. Addison County VT, residence Ada, Norman MN. Mother Nellie S. 
Crawford, b. Jackson Co. MI, residence Ada, Norman MN. Attended grade & high school in 
Ada MN. Attended Carleton College, Northfield MN. After school a partner & manager of 
the building material business of C.C. Allen & Co. at Ada MN. Enlisted 14 Dec 1917 Fort 
Snelling MN in Army infantry. At Camp American University, Washington DC, 20 Dec 1917-
22 Jan1918. From around 1 Jul 1917 to 1 Dec 1917 in Quartermaster Construction Corps of 
US Army at Camp Funston KS.  In Co. D, 6th Bn, 20th Engrs. Sailed from NYC on Tuscania 22 
Jan 1918. Died 6 Feb 1918 off the coast of the island of Islay. “Cause of death: drowned. 
From life boat of the transport Tuscania, which was torpedoed by a German submarine 
boat in the North Channel between Ireland and Islay.” Buried Kilnaughton Cemetery, Port 
Ellen, islay, Scotland, on 9 Feb 1918. Religious services conducted by Reverends K. Smith 
& G. Sclater, the local clergymen. Over 60 bodies were buried in this one cemetery. 
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Birth & death: 
Born:  20 Feb 1893 Ada, Norman MN 
Died:  5 Feb 1918 Tuscania, Isle of Islay, Argyll & Bute, Scotland 
Find A Grave record: 57041091 - presence on Tuscania noted in text & flower 
Burial location: Arlington, Arlington Co. 
Cemetery: Arlington National 
Tombstone: veteran tombstone - MN Pvt 20 Engrs 
 
Father: Charles Casper Allen, 29 May 1863 Addison Co. VT – 23 Sep 1934 1863 Palo Alto, 
Santa Clara CA. Son of Lewis J. Allen, b. US. Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Austin, Mower 
MN. 
Find A Grave: 22278667 
 
Mother: Nellie Sarah Crawford Allen, 9 Dec 1864 Jackson Co. MI – 25 Nov 1945 Rochester, 
Olmsted MN. Daughter of Stephen Alfred Crawford (1837-1921, F: 92963435) & Ellen M. 
Fuller (1841-1935, F: 28971771). Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Austin, Mower MN. 
Find A Grave: 22279176 
Parents’ marriage: 1884 
 
Spouse:  single at time of death 
 
Siblings: 

• Charles Crawford Allen, 1 Dec 1885 Grand Rapids, LaMoure ND – 21 Dec 1946 
Austin, Mower MN. “Minneapolis Star Tribune” 21 Feb 1946 p 19 – Dr. Charles C. 
Allen, d. at age 60, Austin MN physician & surgeon since 1912, past president 
Southern Minnesota Medical Society & Mower County Medical Society, city health 
officer, county physician. Passport application found at: 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_1251-
0015?pId=600944203 – born Grand Rapids ND - Married to Mary S. Moore (1883-
1965, F: 22261194). Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Austin, Mower MN. F: 22261213 

• Marguerite Allen Hessler, 9 Apr 1889 ND – 13 Mar 1971 Shawnee Mission, Johnson 
KS. Wife of Lewis Burtron Hessler (1884-1958, F: 135065579). Obituary: 
“Minneapolis Star” 16 Mar 1971 p 42 – formerly of 230 Oak Grove, survived by son 
Allen C. Hessler (Overland Park KS) & sister, Mrs. Florence A. Norby, Strawberry 
Valley CA.. Buried in Lakewood Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. F: 
135065580 

• Florence Allen Norby, 14 Dec 1890 MN - 9 Jan 1982 Brownsville, Yuba CA. Wife of 
Erling S. (E.S.) Norby (1890 MN – 1978 CA)..  

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_1251-0015?pId=600944203
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1174/images/USM1490_1251-0015?pId=600944203
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“Norman County Herald” (Ada MN) 20 Feb 1918 at 
http://www.mnhs.org/blog/collectionsupclose/9679 
Photo – it was over a week after the sinking until the War Department telegram dated 15 
Feb reached Fred’s father, C.C. Allen, the mayor of Ada MN, on 16 Feb. The Associated 
Press reported him dead, and newspaper reports told of his burial. From dispatches, the 
family figures he either drowned at the time of the explosion or died of exposure in the 
lifeboat or when it crashed against Islay’s rocks. The funeral services & burial were at the 
water’s edge. He is survived by two sisters – Mrs. L.B. Hessler & Miss Florence Allen – and a 
brother who is a lieutenant in the Army. [Part of this article is missing – the brother is 
Charles Crawford Allen.] A memorial service was held in Ada for the 1st Ada soldier to die in 
the war. His father asked for his body to be returned home; the Red Cross did not promise 
this. On 21 Jan 1918 Fred wrote his last letter to his parents, from D.C. and “he was 
prepared for the final orders no matter in what form they came from the Supreme 
Commander.” Fred wrote that last week they checked equipment & got insurance. He was 
sending half his pay home. Then they had final inspection. Alfred Remark & he were in town 
only a little over an hour, although they had passes from 3-11 p.m. They got medical 
supplies and had “one last steak.” They got their sailing numbers and orders to mail 
notification cards. They finished buying supplies so he and Alfred are ready. 
 
Post-war: 
 
His parents obtain a US passport on 4 Jun 1920 & his brother Charles on 3 Jun 1920, to sail 
on “Saturnia” from Montreal, Canada, to the UK. Charles Casper Allen declares his 
intention to visit the grave of his son. This would have been on the isle of Islay, in Scotland. 
His parents return from Cherbourg, France, arriving in NYC on 25 Sep 1920 aboard 
“Mauretania.” His brother Charles Crawford Allen sails aboard “Imperator” from 
Southampton, England, which arrives in NYC n 6 Sep 1920. Simultaneously, however, the 
bodies buried on Islay are being exhumed. The “Antigone” arrives in Hoboken NJ on 29 Sep 
1920 with many of the Islay burials. 
 
Obituary: 
 
“Minneapolis Star Tribune” 2 Jul 1922 p 3 
The body of Fred K. Allen, late private, Co. D, 20th Engineers, was among 14 overseas dead 
returned to the US to be buried in Arlington National Cemetery 13 Jul 1922. His next-of-kin 
in Army records is listed as C.C. Allen of Ada MN. 
 
Censuses: 
 
1895 MN State census – Ada, Norman MN 
C.C. Allen, 32 VT, lumber merchant 
Nellie, 30 MI 
Charles, 9 ND 
Margaritte, 8 ND 
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Florence, 4 MN 
Fred, 2 MN 
 
1900 Ada, Norman MN  
Charles Allen, 37 VT, May 1863, parents b. VT, married 16 years, lumber dealer 
Nellie S., 35 MI, Dec 1864, parents b. NY, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Charlie C., 14 ND, Dec 1885, at school 
Marguerite, 13 ND, Apr 1887, at school 
Florence, 9 MN, Dec 1890, at school 
Fred, 7 MN, Feb 1893, at school 
& servant Ida Benson, 21 MN, May 1879, single, parents b. Norway 
 
1905 MN state census – Ada, Norman MN 
Charles C. Allen, 42 VT, parents b. VT, lumber dealer 
Nellie S, 40 MI, parents b. MI 
Charles C. 19 ND, student 
Florence, 14 MN, student 
Fred K., 12 MN, student 
& domestic Lydia Bennefeed, 21 MN, father b. MO, mother b. MN 
 
1910 McDonaldsville, Norman MN 
C.C. Allen, 45 VT, parents b. VT, in 1st marriage, married 25 years, proprietor, lumberyard 
Sarah, 44 MI, parents b. MI, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living 
Charles C., 24 ND, student, University 
Marguirrte, 23 ND, student, college 
Florence, 19 MN 
Fred K., 17 MN 
 
 


