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TUSCANIA 
 

Tuscania casualty 
Allen, Clarence Walter 

1898 MI – 5 February 1918 on Tuscania 
 

 
Clarence Walter Allen – Find A Grave 150700838 
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US, World War I American Expeditionary Forces Deaths - 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPHX-HHMP 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/10200948/person/400170363096/facts 
 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/30097998:9170?tid=10200948&pid=400170363096&queryId=69b46e15fae8
c1d661a50293135bd2d9&_phsrc=cPx1502&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/10200948/person/400170363096/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/10200948/person/400170363096/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/30097998:9170?tid=10200948&pid=400170363096&queryId=69b46e15fae8c1d661a50293135bd2d9&_phsrc=cPx1502&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/30097998:9170?tid=10200948&pid=400170363096&queryId=69b46e15fae8c1d661a50293135bd2d9&_phsrc=cPx1502&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/30097998:9170?tid=10200948&pid=400170363096&queryId=69b46e15fae8c1d661a50293135bd2d9&_phsrc=cPx1502&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:QPK9-W124 
 

Life: 
 
 



4 
 

 
“Lansing (MI) State Journal” Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Lansing (MI) State Journal” Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Port Huron (MI) Times Herald” Saturday 16 Feb 1918 p 1 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/209748855/ 
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“Detroit Free Press” Sunday 31 Mar 1918 p 76 

 

 
“Battle Creek (MI) Enquirer” Wednesday 9 Feb 1921 p 8 
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“Traverse City (MI) Record-Eagle” Tuesday 19 Feb 1924 p 8 

 
 
 
 
 

Father: 
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Walter Leonifus Allen – Find A Grave 144335860 
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MI death record of Walter Leonifus Allen - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/60872/images/44471_355138-
02755?pId=2027378 

 

 
This article from the “Leetenau Enterprise” of 2 Jan 1936 says that Walter Allen married 

Carrie May Nephew on 24 Dec 1885 – so either the article is from 1935 or they married in 
1886 – Find A Grave 144335860 

 
Mother: 
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Carrie May Nephew Allen – Find A Grave 144335941 

 
Siblings: 
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TX death record of brother Hugh Wilson Allen (1886-1957) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2272/images/40394_b062499-
03202?pId=82498171 

 

 
Sister Florence Mae Allen Cummins (1889-1950) – Find A Grave 202724357 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/10200948/person/400170363089/facts 

 

 
Obituary of sister Lenora Viola Allen Stephens (1891-1994) – Find A Grave 69824309 
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/10200948/person/400170363100/facts 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1876/images/32365_225729-

00194?pId=2640598 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/10200948/person/400170363100/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/10200948/person/400170363100/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1876/images/32365_225729-00194?pId=2640598
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1876/images/32365_225729-00194?pId=2640598
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Clara Allen Tellis – OR death index - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/10200948/person/400170363100/facts 
 

 

 
Divorce of Orla Arthur Tellis from Clara Allen on 28 Jun 1951 – Orla marries her sister Lillian 

Allen on 15 Sep 1951 - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/6314416:9092 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/10200948/person/400170363100/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/10200948/person/400170363100/facts
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Sister Lillian Bertha Allen (1902-1997) married Orla Arthur Tellis, who had divorced her 

sister Clara Allen Tellis – https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/10200948/person/400170363102/facts 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/10200948/person/400170363102/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/10200948/person/400170363102/facts
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Obituary of Orla Arthur Tellis, 1st married to Clara Allen, then to her sister Lillian Allen – 

“Detroit Free Press” Saturday 20 Sep 1967 p 22 
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Sister Alta Marie Allen Newton (1906-1976) – Find A Grave 83159821 

 

 
Sister Pauline Nita Allen Millar (1909-1956) – Find A Grave 206702370 
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Obituary of Pauline Allen Millar – “Birmingham (MI) Eccentric” 4 Oct 1956 p 6 – Find A 

Grave 206702370 
 
 

Abbreviations: 
b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name: Clarence Walter Allen 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  158th Aero Squadron - private 
Serial number:  US Army enlisted men were not assigned serial numbers until after the 
sinking of the Tuscania showed their value, so Clarence died without a number. 
Entered service from: Traverse City. Grand Traverse MI 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Clarence W. Allen 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father W.G. Allen, Traverse City MI 
Body was not recovered. 
World War I draft registration (1917): 
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Veterans Administration Military Index: cannot locate record – there is an absence of 
records for men with surnames AL 
 
MI, Census of World War I Veterans: 
Clarence Walter, Allen, b. 30 Jun 1897 Maple City MI, d. 5 Feb 1918, res: Traverse City, 
Grand Rapids MI, son of Walter L. & Carrie M. Allen, final rank: private, 177th Sq Kelly Field, 
enlisted 25 Nov 1917 Columbus Barracks, Columbus, Franklin OH 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 18 Jun 1898 Kasson Township, Leelanau MI 
Died: 5 Feb 1918 Tuscania, missing in action, body not recovered 
Find A Grave records: 56503081 (England) & 150700838 (MI), presence on Tuscania noted 
in flower on both records 
Clarence has two Find A Grave records – both memorials, as his body was not recovered. 
Find A Grave record: 56503081 - presence on Tuscania indicated in flower 
Memorial at: Brookwood, Woking Borough, Surrey, England 
Cemetery: Brookwood American Military 
Tombstone:  listed on the Tablets of the Missing – Pvt, 158th Aero Squadron, Michigan 
Find A Grave: 150700838 
Memorial at: Traverse City, Grand Traverse MI 
Cemetery: Oakwood 
Tombstone: plaque – In Memoriam 
 
Father: Walter Leonifus Allen, 2 Jul 1857 Dansville, Steuben NY – 18 Nov 1942 Traverse 
City, Grand Traverse MI. Son of Philetus Ashbury Allen & Almeda Burditt. Schoolteacher. 
Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Traverse City, Grand Traverse MI.  
Find A Grave: 144335860 
 
Walter’s 1st wife: Frances D. Willey Allen, 17 Nov 1857 NY – 21 Feb 1883 NY. Buried in 
Rogersville Forest Lawn Cemetery, Dansville, Steuben NY. 
Find A Grave: 73047327 
Marriage of father to his 1st wife: 1880.  
 
Mother: Carrie May Nephew Allen, 25 Apr 1868 NY – 4 Aug 1953 Dearborn MI (obituary) or 
Traverse City, Grand Traverse MI. Came to MI from NY with her family in 1887. Died at the 
home of her son Hugh Allen. She is listed as Carmel Burdett on her daughter Clara’s 
marriage license. Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Traverse City, Grand Traverse MI.  
Find A Grave: 144335941 
Parents’ marriage: 23 Dec 1886 Dansville, Livingsston NY 
 
Spouse:  
Spouse Find A Grave: 
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Children: 
 
Siblings: 

• Hugh Wilson Allen, 28 Sep 1886 Dansville, Steuben NY – 11 Mar 1957 San Antonio, 
Bexar TX. Husband of Carrie Cordelia Kendall (1890-1976, F: 43614670) whom he 
married 20 Mar 1916 in Traverse City, Grand Traverse MI. Cause of death: contusion 
of brain. “pass[enger] in car colliding with pas[senger] car” Buried in San Fernando 
Cemetery #2, San Antonio, Bexar TX. F: 43614396 

• Florence Mae Allen Cummins, 25 Aug 1889 Maple City, Leelanau MI - 26 Mar 1950 
Traverse City, Grand Traverse MI. Married on 26 Apr 1947 in IN to Homer Douglas 
Cummins (1885-1959, F: 202724481). Buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Traverse City, 
Grand Traverse MI. F: 202724357  

• Lenora Viola Allen Stephens, 19 Dec 1891 Leelanau Co. MI [also found as Traverse 
City, Grand Traverse MI – 12 Dec 1994 Charlevoix, Charlevoix MI. Graduate of Travis 
City (MI) High School. Earned her teaching degree from Eastern Michigan College, 
Ypsilanti MI. Schoolteacher. Married 10 Sep 1918 in Charlevoix Co. MI to Howard 
Canfield Stephens (1892-1982, F: 69824319). Buried in Maple Lawn Cemetery, 
Boyne City, Charlevoix MI. F: 69824309 

• Clara Bernadette Allen Tellis, 1 Jun 1895 Traverse City, Grand Traverse MI – 29 Jan 
1979 Canemah, Clackamas OR [OR death record: in Lane Co. OR]. Married 9 Sep 
1918 in Cuyahoga Co. OH to Orla Arthur Tellis (1887-1969, F: 169478832). Orla was 
the son of Reuben Tellis & Lottie Haywood. Orla’s 1st wife was Leola Steel Willis 
(1887-1915, F: 225935881), whom he married in Apr 1909 in OH; Leola died of 
tuberculosis. He then married Clara Allen. They had 5 children. Clara & Orla 
divorced on 28 Jun 1951 in Wayne Co. MI & 2 months later, Orla married Clara’s 
sister Lillian Allen. Clara is buried in Oakwood Cemetery, Traverse City, Grand 
Traverse MI. F: 166049393 

• Lillian Bertha Allen Tellis, 9 Dec 1902 Traverse City, Grand Traverse MI – 23 Sep 
1997 Eugene, Lane OR. On 15 Sep 1951 in Detroit, Wayne MI, Lillian married Orla 
Arthur Tellis (1887-1969, F: 1694788323) who had married Lillian’s sister Clara Allen 
on 9 Sep 1918. Orla & Clara divorced 28 Jun 1951 in Wayne Co. MI & Orla married 
Lillian 2 months later.  – In the 1940 census for Detroit, Wayne MI, “Arla” A. Telin (as 
indexed, but Tellis was misread), 53 OH, owner of a pattern manufacturer, had in 
his household his wife Clara A. (43 MI), children JoAnn (19 MI), Orla Arthur (13 MI), 
Patricia Ann (11 MI) & Nancy A. (7 MI) & his sister-in-law Lillian B. Allen, 37 MI, 
single, a private-duty registered nurse. All had lived in the same house in 1935. – 
Lillian is buried with Orla Tellis in Oakwood Cemetery, Traverse City, Grand Traverse 
MI. F: 169478201  

• Alta Marie Allen Newton, 13 Dec 1906 MI – 16 Aug 1976 Detroit, Wayne MI. Wife of 
Kenneth Donald Newton (1902-1993, F: 83159820) whom she married 18 Mar 1939 
in Detroit, Wayne MI. Buried in Oak Hill Cemetery, Pontiac, Oakland MI. F: 83159821 

• Pauline Nita (“Paula”) Allen Millar,23 Jan 1909 Kasson township, Leelanau Co. MI – 
29 Sep 1956 Pontiac, Oakland MI. Resident of Mount Clemens MI in 1950 & in 
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Bloomfield Hills MI in 1952. Graduate of Michigan State Normal at Ypsilanti MI. 
Schoolteacher.  Married in MI on 23 Jul 1932 to Alexander MacPhail (“Al”) Millar 
(1898-1980, F: 206702807). Alexander’s 1st wife was Beatrice Beck (1900-1929) 
whom he had married in 1923. Buried in White Chapel Memorial Park Cemetery, 
Troy, Oakland MI. F: 206702370 

 
Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Kasson, Leelanau MI – conducted 8/9 Jun 1900 
Walter Allen,43 NY, Jul 1857, married 15 years, farmer 
Carrie V., 32 NY, Apr 1868, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Hugh U., 14 NY, Sep 1886 
Florence M., 11 MI, Aug 1889 
Lenorah V., 9 MI, Dec 1891 
Clara B., 5 MI, Jun 1895 
Clarence, 2 MI, Jun 1898 
 
1910 Kasson, Leelanau MI - conducted 11 May 1910 
Walter L. Allen, 53 NY, parents b. NY, in 2nd marriage, married 24 years, farmer, general 
farm 
Carrie M., 42 NY, parents b. NY, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 8 children, 8 are living 
Hugh W., 23 NY, single, farm laborer, home farm 
Florence M., 20 MI, single 
Lenora A., 18 MI, single 
Clara E., 14 MI 
Clarance W., 12 MI 
Lillian B., 7 MI 
Alta E., 3 MI 
Pauline N., 1 MI 
 


