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TUSCANIA 
 

Alexander, Walter 
1889 MO – 1976 KS 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/30831110:6482?tid=3991305&pid=1066608058&queryId=f6fb875c7f064295
150b32da40cef044&_phsrc=cPx1446&_phstart=successSource 
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Obituary – “Kansas City (MO) Star” Sunday 1 Feb 1976 p 36 
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“Atchison [KS] Daily Globe" Sunday 1 Feb 1976 p 10 - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/34022630/?terms=%22fleming%20jackson%20seev
er%22&match=1 
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“Atchison [KS] Daily Globe" Sunday 1 Feb 1976, p 9 

 
Life: 
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This paper reports him a survivor - “St. Louis (MO Globe-Democrat” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 

1 
 

 
On the same day, this paper says he is missing – “St. Louis (MO) Post-Dispatch” Monday 

11 Feb 1918 p 8 
 
 

 
 

Wife: 
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Obituary “St. Joseph (MO) News-Gazette” Saturday 25 May 1963 p 2 
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MO death record - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/47358723:60382 

 
Children: 
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Obituary of son Walter Harold Alexander (1933-2020) – “St. Joseph (MO) News-Press” 

Monday 7 Dec 2020 p B2 
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Daughter Laura Mae Alexander – “St. Joseph (MO) News-Press” Wednesday 12 May 1999 p 

10 
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Obituary of son Howard Newton Alexander (1937-1974) - “St. Joseph (MO) News-

Press/Gazette” Friday 14 Jun 1974 p 7  
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Obituary of daughter Laura Mae Anderson (1940-1999) - “St. Joseph (MO) News-Press” 

Friday 14 May 1999 p 26  

 
Father: 
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Obituary of father William Alexander – whose tombstone has death date of 31 Aug 1934, 

not 1 Sep 1934 as reported in this article – “St. Joseph (MO) Gazette” Monday 3 Sep 1934 p 
3 
 

Mother: 
 

 
Florence Alexander – she died 18 Dec 1900 - “St. Joseph (MO) Gazette” Wednesday 19 Dec 

1900 p 2 
 

Siblings: 
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Marriage license of sister Ella E. Alexander & Charles C. Crowder – “Sallina County Citizen” 

(Marshall MO) Saturday 29 Dec 1906 p 1 
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Obituary of Emily Ella Alexander Crowder Ludwig – “Sedalia (MO) Democrat” Wednesday 3 

Jul 1968 p 4 
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MO death record of brother Charles Alexander (1899-1918) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/296168:60382 
 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name: Walter Alexander 
Name variations:  nickname: Rabbit 
Military: 
On Tuscania:  100th Aero Squadron, 14th Squad - private 
Serial number: 249,856 
Entered service from: Marshall, Saline MO 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Walter Alexander 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: sister Ella Crowder, Marshall MO 
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Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Walter Alexander 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: sister Mrs. Ella Crowder, RFD 1, Marshall MO (sgt,100th 
Aero Sq)  
World War I draft registration (1917): as Walter Alexander - b. 17 Jun 1889 Rushville, 
Buchanan Co. MO; res: RFD #1, Rushville, Buchanan Co. MO. Single. Farm laborer for J.W. 
Faris, Rushville MO. Tall & slender. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Walter Alexander - b. 17 Jun 1889 Platte Co. MO; 
res: Marshall Township, Platte MO. Mailing address: RFD #1, Rushville, Platte MO. NOK 
wife Clara Alexander, same address. Self-employed, farm, Marshall township, Platte Co. 
MO. Height: 5’6 ½” – 135 lbs. [note he was listed as “tall” in 1917] 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: cannot locate – there seems to be a problem with 
the surname Alexander 
 
 Birth & death: 
Born: 17 Jun 1889 near Rushville, Platte Co. MO 
Died: 30 Jan 1976 Atchison, Atchison KS (in the Atchison hospital) (He was a resident of 
Rushville, Buchanan MO - Atchison KS is on the MO-KS state line)  
Find A Grave record: 61081236 - presence on Tuscania noted in text 
Burial location: Platte County MO 
Cemetery: Mount Bethel 
Tombstone: 
 
Father: William M. Alexander, 4 Dec 1856 Marshall, Platte MO - 31 Aug 1934 Weston, Platte 
Co. MO. Son of Nelson Nathan J. Alexander (1812-1880, F: 61033211) & Lucinda Ann 
Vaughn (1822-1904). Died at the home of his son, Walter. Buried in Mount Bethel 
Cemetery, Platte Co. MO. 
Find A Grave: 61033308 
 
Mother: Mary Florence Willett/Willits Alexander, 29 Mar 1859 MO – 18 Dec 1900 Weston, 
Platte MO. Daughter of Lorenzo (Loren) Waldo Willits (Willets/Willett) (ca. 1834 IN – 9 Jun 
1896 CA) & Mary E. Coleman (13 Sep 1838 MO Platte Co. MO – 6 Mar 1868). In the 1860 
census for Oskaloosa, Jefferson, Kansas Territory, Florence Willits (1 MO) lived with her 
parents Loren Willits (26 IN, carpenter) & mother Mary (21 MO). This census was 
conducted 31 Jul 1860. Died in her sleep. Buried in Mount Bethel Cemetery, Platte Co. MO. 
Find A Grave: 61033265 
Parents’ marriage: 1 Dec 1878 
 
Spouse: Clara Irene Bishop Alexander, 14 Mar 1902 KY – 24 May 1963 Rushville, Buchanan 
MO. Daughter of Newton Berriman Bishop (1869-1957, F: 63789584) & Laura Thorson 
Stoker (1875-1948, F: 63789638). In the 1910 census for Marshall, Platte MO, Clara (8 KY) 
lived with her parents Newton Bishop (40 KY, farm laborer, working out) & mother Laura (34 
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KY, washerwoman, at home). Died of malignant lymphoma. Buried in Mount Bethel 
Cemetery, Platte Co. MO. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 61081291 
Marriage: Walter Alexander & Clara Bishop married 27 Apr 1929 in Buchanan Co. MO. Both 
were residents of Rushville, Buchanan MO 
 
Children: 

• Walter Harold Alexander, 6 Dec 1933 Rushville, Buchanan MO – 29 Nov 2020 
Rushville, Buchanan MO. Buried in Mount Bethel Cemetery, Platte Co. MO. F: 
255553620 

• Howard Newton Alexander, 3 Dec 1937 Platte Co. MO – 13 Jun 1974 Houston, Harris 
TX. Died in M.D. Anderson Hospital. Buried in Mount Bethel Cemetery, Platte Co. 
MO. F: 61081330 

• Laura Mae Alexander, 4 Jan 1940 Platte Co. MO – 10 May 1999 St. Joseph, Buchanan 
MO. Buried in Mount Bethel Cemetery, Platte Co. MO. F: 61081363 

 
Siblings: 

• Emily Ella Alexander Crowder Ludwig, 29 Mar 1892 OK -29 Jun 1968 MO. Ella 
Crowder of Marshall MO is Walter’s next-of-kin on both his war ship voyages. Born 
in OK, she came to MO in a covered wagon. – Wife of Charles Cyrus Crowder (1873-
1931, F: 48859419). They obtained a marriage license in Dec 1906 in Marshall, 
Saline MO. – Died as the wife of Michael Ludwig, a resident of Sweet Springs MO. 
Charles had been married to Sallie Jane Simmons (1876-1900, F: 37603867). - 
Buried in Hazel Grove Cemetery, Herndon, Saline MO, with Charles Crowder. F: 
80004370 

• Joseph (Joe) Alexander, 23 Mar 1880 MO – 12 Feb 1920 Weston, Platte MO. 
Husband of Sarah Ann New (1881-1918, F: 61033460), daughter of Andrews New & 
Elizabeth Kasler.  His marriage license reports he married on 28 Nov 1900 in East 
Achison, Buchanan  MO to Sarah Ann Andrews. Buried in Mount Bethel Cemetery, 
Platte Co. MO. F: 671033503 

• Charles Alexander, 21 Jul 1899 Rushville, Buchanan MO – 4 Sep 1918 Marshall, 
Platte MO. Cause of death: chronic nephritis, due to “abdominal (spelling?) dropsy 
from scherosis [sic/cirrhosis] of the liver.” Buried in Mount Bethel Cemetery, Platte 
Co. MO. F: 61033351 

Notes: 
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 492-44-5164 
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Censuses: 
 
1880 Marshall, Platte MO 
Nathan Alexander, 70 GA, parents b. SC, farmer 
Lucinda, 58 KY, parents b. VA, keeping house [wife] 
William, 23 MO, father b. GA, mother b. KY, laborer [son] 
Florance [sic], 21 MO, father b. GA, mother b. KY [daughter-in-law] 
Charley, 20 MO, father b. GA, mother b. KY [son] 
Joseph, 3 months MO, father b. GA, mother b. KY [grandson] [his parents William & 
Florence were born in MO] 
 
1900 Marshall, Platte MO - conducted 4 Jun 1900 
William Alexander, 43 MO, Dec 1857, father b. GA, mother b. MO, married 21 years, farmer 
Florence M., 41 MO, Mar 1859, father b. IN, mother b. MO, gave birth to 7 children, 3 now 
living 
Joe, 20 MO, Mar 1880, farm laborer 
Walter, 10 MO, Jun 1890, at school 
Charles, 10 months, Jul 1899 
& 2 hired hands & their families 
 
1910 Marshall, Platte MO 
William Alexander, 52 MO, widowed, father b. GA, mother b. MO, has 3 living children, 
farmer, general farm 
Walter, 20 MO, parents b. MO, single, farmer, general farm 
Charles, 10 MO, parents b. MO 
 
1930 Marshall, Platte MO 
William Alexander, 73 MO, widowed, father b. GA, mother b. MO,age 22 at 1st marriage, 
farmer, farm 
Walter, 40 MO, parents b. MO, age 39 at 1st marriage, farmer partner, farm, WWI veteran 
[son] 
Clara, 28 KY, parents b. KY, age 27 at 1st marriage [daughter-in-law] 
 
1940 Marshall, Platte MO – same house in 1935 – conducted 2 May 1940 
Walter Alexander, 50 MO, farmer, farm 
Clara, 38 KY 
Walter H, 6 MO 
Howard, 2 MO 
Laura Mae, 2 months MO 
 
1950 cannot locate 
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