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TUSCANIA 
 

Aaron, Ralph Harold 

1896 SD-1978 SD 
 

 

 

From Find A Grave 143763337 
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From Ellen Virginia Abbott Aaron’s Find A Grave 71554340 
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Uniform of Ralph Henry Aaron, acquired by Dr. Steven Trout, University of Alabama, in June 2023 – 
photographs courtesy of Dr. Trout – Aaron’s name is written inside the collar in bluish ink; his name 
is also written in his pants. The uniform also contained a card with a number “3” on one side and 
some notes about Aaron’s war service on the other side. 
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-W94Z-
S?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8C-ZPCR 

 

 

 

Obituary of Ralph Harold Aaron: "Sioux Falls [SD] Argus-Leader" Tuesday 30 May 1978 p 2 

 

Life: 

 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-W94Z-S?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8C-ZPCR
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-W94Z-S?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8C-ZPCR
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“Miller (SD) Press” Thursday 19 Dec 1912 p 1 
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Gives oration at Arlington (SD) High School graduation – “Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Tuesday 26 
May 1914 p 5 
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Brookings (SD) Register” Thursday 4 Apr 1918 p 9 
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“Madison (SD) Daily Leader” Friday  11 Apr 1919 p 2 
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“Billings (MT) Gazette” Sunday 10 Feb 1918 p 6 
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Sunday 7 Mar 1954 p 28 
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Wednesday 5 Feb 1958 p 2 
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Friday 28 Aug 1959 p 15 

 

Wife: 
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Jessie’s obituary: “Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Wednesday 17 Jun 1981 p 13 

 

 

“Mitchell (SD) Capital” Thursday 26 Nov 1914 p 3 
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https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8561/images/SDVR_M_28-2268?pId=171741 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/8561/images/SDVR_M_28-2268?pId=171741
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Sunday 17 Dec 1961 p 21 

 

Stepsons: 
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Marriage of stepson Ralph Turner Aaron to Leona L. Neighbors Piehl 15 Feb 1957 Grand Island, Hall 
NE - https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61335/images/61335_2421406259_0110-

00139?pId=337714 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61335/images/61335_2421406259_0110-00139?pId=337714
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61335/images/61335_2421406259_0110-00139?pId=337714
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/2636270:8561?tid=&pid=&queryId=77cb78a981aaf24b8424f9af3f44d183&_phsrc=c

Px304&_phstart=successSource 
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marriage to Vaudeth D. Bird 17 Mar 1980 Clubb, Wayne MO - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1171/images/vrmmo1833_c28837-
0062?pId=5782650 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1171/images/vrmmo1833_c28837-0062?pId=5782650
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1171/images/vrmmo1833_c28837-0062?pId=5782650
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“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Friday 15 Sep 1944 p 5 
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Obituary of Ralph Turner Aaron – “St. Louis (MO) Post-Dispatch” Saturday 15 Jan 2000 p 16 

 

Father: 
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David Millard Aaron – Find A Grave 71554438 

 

Mother: 

 

 

“Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” Tuesday 24 Jun 1941 p 12 
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Siblings: 

 

 

Sister Alice Myrtle Aaron (1894-1895) – Find A Grave 71545261 

 

Abbreviations: 

b = born 

d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 

NOK = next-of-kin 

 

         

Name: Ralph Harold Aaron 



28 
 

Name variations:  

Military: 

On Tuscania:  158th Aero Squadron, private 

Serial number: 249,942 

Entered service from:  Arlington, Kingsberry SD 

Sailed on “Tuscania” as: as Ralph H. Aaron  

Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father David M. Aaron, Arlington SD 

Returned from war on: on "Mexican" Feb 1919,  

Next-of-kin on return ship, sailed under name: indexed as Ralph R. Aaron but is Ralph H. Aaron on 
original form - NOK father David M. Aaron, Arlington SD [indexed as Arlinoton, Dakota] (chauffeur, 
158th Aero Sq.) 

World War I draft registration (1917): as Ralph Harold Aaron - b. 8 Mar 1896 Arlington SD, res: 
Arlington SD. Single. Farmer, for myself, Arlington SD. Tall & slender. 

National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: Arlington SD 

World War II draft registration (1942): as Ralph Harold Aaron - b. 8 Mar 1896 Brookings SD; res: 
Arlington, Brookings SD. NOK Mrs. Jessie A. Aaron, same address. Self-employed, farm, Brookings 
SD. Height: 5’10” – 165 lbs. 

 

Veterans Administration Military Index: 

Enlisted 24 Nov 1917 

Discharged 22 Mar 1919 

Address: Arlington SD 

Rank/unit: chauffeur 1st class, 158th Aero Squadron A S / Cas Det 135 163 DB  

 

Birth & death: 

Born: 8 Mar 1896 Arlington SD (partially in Brookings, partially in Kingsbury Co.) [Veterans 
Administration Military Index: 7 Mar 1896] 

Died: 29 May 1978 Kingsbury Co. SD (he was resident of Arlington, Kingsbury SD, but obit says died 
in Royal C. Johnson Hospital, Sioux Falls, Minnehaha Co. SD)  

Find A Grave record: 143763337, photo, presence on Tuscania noted in text & flower 

Burial location: Arlington, Brookings SD 
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Cemetery: Arlington Cemetery (in SD) 

Tombstone: veteran flat - CFR 1CL, US Army, WWI 

 

Father: David Millard Aaron, 20 Sep 1853 Plymouth, Marshall IN – 21 Sep 1937 Arlington, Brookings 
SD. Son of Michael Aaron & Anna King. Buried in Arlington Cemetery, Arlington SD. 

Find A Grave: 71554438 

 

Mother: Ellen Virginia Abbott Aaron, 4 Jun 1853 NY – 20 Jun 1941 Arlington, Brookings SD. Daughter 
of James Abbott & Eleanor McGilton. Buried in Arlington Cemetery, Arlington, Brookings SD. 

Find A Grave: 71554340 

 

Spouse:  Jessie Agnes Turner Aaron Aaron, 20 Sep 1888 Faulkton, Faulk SD - Jun 1981 Arlington, 
Brookings SD. Daughter of James Paul Turner & Isabelle Kate Puntine. 

Jessie was the widow of Ralph’s brother Earl Everett Aaron, who died 6 Jun 1925. Jessie & Earl 
married in Faulkton, Faulk SD on 26 Jun 1913.  

Earl & Jessie’s children were Ralph Turner Aaron, Paul Everett Aaron & Jesse Mildred Aaron (1918-
2000). They became Ralph’s “stepchildren” as well as being his nephews & niece. 

Buried in Arlington Cemetery, Arlington, Brookings SD. 

Spouse Find A Grave: 143763467 

Marriage: 16 Sep 1933 

 

Stepchildren (who were also his nephews & niece): by his wife Jessie Turner’s 1st marriage, to his 
brother Earl Aaron 

• Ralph Turner Aaron, 4 Nov 1914 Billings, Yellowstone MT – 12 Jan 2000 IA. – Married 1 Feb 
1954 in Brown Co. SD to Leona L. Neighbors Piehl, daughter of Lon Neighbors & Mamie F. 
Combs. – They apparently married again, as Ralph T. Aaron & Leona L. Neighbors Piehl, on 
15 Feb 1957 in Grand Island, Hall NE. - Married 17 Mar 1980 in Clubb, Wayne MO to Vaudeth 
D. Bird (1914-2003, F: 120483398). Buried in Grace Hill Cemetery, Hawarden, Sioux IA. F: 
120483382 

• Paul Everett Aaron, 27 Jun 1916 Billings, Yellowstone MT – 31 Aug 2005 Arlington, Kingsbury 
SD. Married in 1947 in NJ to Eileen Miriam Mollenhaur (1920-1991, F: 143763392). Buried in 
Arlington Cemetery, Arlington, Brookings SD. F: 11678412 

• Jesse Mildred Aaron Sperry, 13 Apr 1918 Billings, Yellowstone SD – 21 Sep 2000 Groton, 
Brown SD. Arlington (SD) High School graduate 1936. Married Kermit Maurice Sperry (1914-
1985, F: 170895894) on 4 Apr 1942 in Baltimore MD. Listed as Mrs. Kermit Sperry of Groton 
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SD in her stepfather/uncle’s Jun 1978 obituary. Buried in Groton Cemetery, Groton, Brown 
SD. F: 12105893 

 

Siblings: 

• Harriet Maude (“Hattie”) Aaron, 6 Apr 1882 Arlington, Kingsbury SD – 1 Jan 1902 Arlington, 
Kingsbury SD. Buried in Arlington Cemetery, Arlington, Brookings SD. F: 71554230  

• Clinton Abbott Aaron, 6 Dec 1884 Arlington, Brookings SD – 15 Oct 1964. Married to Amelia 
Stumpf (1888-1968, F: 68377930). Buried in Arlington Cemetery, Arlington, Brookings SD. F: 
68377790 

• Earl Everett Aaron, 3 Feb 1887 Arlington, Brookings SD - 6 Jun 1925 Arlington, Brookings SD. 
Married Jessie Agnes Turner. Upon Earl’s death, Jessie married Earl’s brother Ralph. Earl is 
buried in Arlington Cemetery, Arlington, Brookings SD. F: 72205526 

• Lester David Aaron, 9 Dec 1892 Arlington, Brookings SD – 11 May 1962 Lake Preston, 
Kingsbury SD. Served in WWI as a wagoner. Married Leona L. (or H.) Payne (1895-1971, F: 
72556390) on 21 Aug 1917 in Stillwater Co. MT. Buried in Arlington Cemetery, Arlington, 
Brookings SD. F: 72203082 

• Alice Myrtle Aaron, 8 Apr 1894 Arlington, Brookings SD – 10 Apr 1895 Arlington, Brookings 
SD. Buried in Arlington Cemetery, Arlington, Brookings SD. F; 71545261 

 

Notes: 

 

Wartime: "Billings (MT) Gazette" 10 Feb 1918 p 6 - Ralph H. Aaron's brother is Earl E. Aaron, deputy 
in the Indian irrigation service in Billings. Ralph enlisted Arlington SD 22 Nov 1917, trained at 
Jefferson Barracks, Kelly Field, Lake Charles LA & then to Hempstead NY. Wrote 22 Jan that he was 
sailing the next day. 

 

His first “funeral” - “Sioux Falls (SD) Argus-Leader” 5 Feb 1958 p 2 – Ralph Aaron of Arlington SD 
received an invitation to attend the 41st reunion of Tuscania survivors, this year held in Milwaukee 
WI. “After the sinking, memorial serves were held for Aaron here before the family was finally 
notified that he had been rescued.” 

 

Post-war: 

 

Social Security Number: 504-44-8065 

 

Censuses: 
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1900 Winsor, Brookings SD 

David M. Aaron, 46 IN, Sep 1853, father b. OH, mother b. NY, married 19 years, farmer 

Ellen V., 45 NY, Jun 1854, parents b. Canada (English), gave birth to 6 children, 5 are living 

Hattie M., 18 SD, Mar 1882 

Clinton A. 15 SD, Dec 1884  

Earl E., 13 SD, Feb 1887  

Lester D., 7 SD, Dec 1892  

Ralf H., 4 SD, Mar 1896 

& servant James S. Paulson, 22 Denmark  

 

1910 Denver, Kingsbury SD – Allen St. 

David M. Aaron, 55 IN, parents b. Germany, in 1st marriage, married 29 years, farmer, general farm 

Ellen V. 56 NY, parents b. Canada (English), in 1st marriage 

Lester D. 17 SD, farmer, general farm 

Ralph H. 14 D 

 

1920 cannot locate 

 

1930 Winsor, Brookings SD 

Ralph H. Aaron, 32 SD, single, father b. IN, mother b. NY, farmer, WWI veteran [head of household] 

Jessie Aaron, 37 SD, parents b. Canada (English), widow, servant, private home [sister-in-law – later 
his wife] 

Ralph T. Aaron, 15 MT [son] 

Paul E. Aaron, 14 MT [son] 

Mildred Aaron, 12 MT [daughter] 

For the 3 Aaron children, both parents b. SD 

On same page: Ralph’s brother Lester D. & wife Leona 

 

1940 Winsor, Brookings SD – same house in 1935 
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Ralph H. Aaron, 44 SD, farmer 

Jessie A. 50 SD [wife] 

Paul ,24 MT [son] – entry marked A.B. – likely “absent” 

[on same page: Ralph’s brother Lester Aaron & wife Leona] 

 

1950 Arlington, Kingsbury SD 

Ralph H. Aaron, 54 SD, farmer, farm 

Jessie A., 61 SD 

 

 


