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TUSCANIA 
 

Ahlers, Allyn Edward 
1894 MN – 1980 MN 

 
Allyn Edward Ahlers in WWI - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/66c54a9d-3b28-42f5-93b7-
0b65488f1088?_phsrc=yGI361&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/66c54a9d-3b28-42f5-93b7-0b65488f1088?_phsrc=yGI361&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/66c54a9d-3b28-42f5-93b7-0b65488f1088?_phsrc=yGI361&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/66c54a9d-3b28-42f5-93b7-0b65488f1088?_phsrc=yGI361&_phstart=successSource
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Allyn Edward Ahlers, at age 4 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/8b80c322-fd1f-49d2-bb67-
07e6f59dc031?_phsrc=yGI362&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/8b80c322-fd1f-49d2-bb67-07e6f59dc031?_phsrc=yGI362&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/8b80c322-fd1f-49d2-bb67-07e6f59dc031?_phsrc=yGI362&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/8b80c322-fd1f-49d2-bb67-07e6f59dc031?_phsrc=yGI362&_phstart=successSource
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Allyn Edward Ahlers - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/be1fda83-a170-45f1-bc0f-
b2a19b0b95f2?_phsrc=yGI363&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/be1fda83-a170-45f1-bc0f-b2a19b0b95f2?_phsrc=yGI363&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/be1fda83-a170-45f1-bc0f-b2a19b0b95f2?_phsrc=yGI363&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/be1fda83-a170-45f1-bc0f-b2a19b0b95f2?_phsrc=yGI363&_phstart=successSource
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From Left: Allyn Edward Ahlers, wife Esther Macheledt Ahlers, daughter Joyce Ahlers 

Henkel, son Allyn Robert (Bud) Ahlers, daughter Dorothy Ahlers Anderson – in the Edina, 
Hennepin MN living room of Dorothy’s home - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/936a8e30-c825-
4252-a997-eb688dc6a919?_phsrc=cPx1099&_phstart=successSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/936a8e30-c825-4252-a997-eb688dc6a919?_phsrc=cPx1099&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/936a8e30-c825-4252-a997-eb688dc6a919?_phsrc=cPx1099&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/936a8e30-c825-4252-a997-eb688dc6a919?_phsrc=cPx1099&_phstart=successSource
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From left: Francis Henkel, Allyn Edward Ahlers, his wife Esther Macheledt Ahlers – ca. 1950 
– Francis Henkel was the father of Donald Francis Henkel, the husband of Allyn & Esther’s 

daughter Joyce Ahlers Henkel - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/3ef19e12-9e24-

45bb-912e-4ac69c807098?_phsrc=cPx1100&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/3ef19e12-9e24-45bb-912e-4ac69c807098?_phsrc=cPx1100&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/3ef19e12-9e24-45bb-912e-4ac69c807098?_phsrc=cPx1100&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/3ef19e12-9e24-45bb-912e-4ac69c807098?_phsrc=cPx1100&_phstart=successSource
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From left: Allyn Robert (Bud), Joyce, Dorothy, mother Esther, mother Allyn Ahlers – ca. 1945 

– Joyce was home on break from the U of MN - at Stewart, McLeod MN - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/2de22e8a-1cfa-
4b38-b478-c0afb370fc8a?_phsrc=cPx1101&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/2de22e8a-1cfa-4b38-b478-c0afb370fc8a?_phsrc=cPx1101&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/2de22e8a-1cfa-4b38-b478-c0afb370fc8a?_phsrc=cPx1101&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/2de22e8a-1cfa-4b38-b478-c0afb370fc8a?_phsrc=cPx1101&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-CW7Y-

R?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZ6-8VJC 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-CW7Y-R?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZ6-8VJC
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1C-CW7Y-R?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZ6-8VJC
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:78NF-476Z 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/b4372c62-df73-
4681-867c-74fccb248c91?_phsrc=cPx1098&_phstart=successSource 

 
 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/5273723:2375 

 
Life: 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/b4372c62-df73-4681-867c-74fccb248c91?_phsrc=cPx1098&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/b4372c62-df73-4681-867c-74fccb248c91?_phsrc=cPx1098&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/b4372c62-df73-4681-867c-74fccb248c91?_phsrc=cPx1098&_phstart=successSource
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Sioux City (IA) Journal” Thursday 18 Dec 1913 p 11 

 

 
“Minneapolis Star Tribune” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 6 
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“Sioux City [IA] Journal” Thursday 14 Mar 1918 p 4 - 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/478729222/ 
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Children: 

 

 
Son Allyn Robert (Bud) Ahlers (1921-2014) – Find A Grave 149144252 

 

 
Marriage to Ruth Henderson on 17 Feb 1945 – “Central New Jersey Home News” (New 

Brunswick NJ) Saturday 24 Feb 1945 p 5 
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“Central New Jersey Home News” (New Brunswick NJ) Wednesday 20 Feb  1946 p 9 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Daughter Dorothy Jean Ahlers Anderson (1923-2021) – Find A Grave 227245573 
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Obituary of daughter Dorothy J. Ahlers Anderson – “Minneapolis Star Tribune” Sunday 9 

May 2021 p B7 
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Daughter Joyce Eileen Ahlers Henkel (1925-2018) – Find A Grave 190554320 

 
 

 
Marriage on 4 Dec 1947 in Minneapolis, Hennepin Co. MN of bride Joyce Eileen Ahlers 
(1925-2018) to Donald Francis Henkel (3rd from left). At left: the bride’s parents Allyn & 

Esther Ahlers – at right: the groom’s parents Hazel & Francis Henkel - 
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https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/1a5970df-a354-

438f-8579-4a39059ab1e8?_phsrc=cPx1102&_phstart=successSource 
 

 
Marriage “Minneapolis Star” Friday 5 Dec 1947 p 33 

 
 
 

Father: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/1a5970df-a354-438f-8579-4a39059ab1e8?_phsrc=cPx1102&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/1a5970df-a354-438f-8579-4a39059ab1e8?_phsrc=cPx1102&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/79900438/person/400161885687/media/1a5970df-a354-438f-8579-4a39059ab1e8?_phsrc=cPx1102&_phstart=successSource
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The Ahler Brothers store, Stewart, McLeod MN - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/75106829/person/232081809217/media/ae7bd8e3-91ca-4022-b83a-
afc4d3eec8b5 

 
Mother: 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/75106829/person/232081809217/media/ae7bd8e3-91ca-4022-b83a-afc4d3eec8b5
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/75106829/person/232081809217/media/ae7bd8e3-91ca-4022-b83a-afc4d3eec8b5
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/75106829/person/232081809217/media/ae7bd8e3-91ca-4022-b83a-afc4d3eec8b5
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Mother Effie Almira Allyn Ahlers - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/75106829/person/232081809090/media/58899a19-de71-4ed9-bfec-

f19f5bbda315 
 

 
Mother Effie Almira Allyn Ahlers – Find A Grave 68571780 

 
Siblings: 
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from left: sisters Bernice, Elsie & Ruth Ahlers, ca. 1905 - 
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/75106829/person/232082342461/media/b10067ba-b64b-4582-a2b2-
749b1761c608 
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Sister Ruth Effie Ahlers Christenson (1891-1967) & husband Frank Ludwig Christenson – 
Find A Grave 59147913 

 

 
Ruth Effie Ahlers, ca. 1907 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/75106829/person/232082342464/media/204a2753-6308-4fdf-af20-
82c0279d737c 

 
 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/75106829/person/232082342464/media/204a2753-6308-4fdf-af20-82c0279d737c
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/75106829/person/232082342464/media/204a2753-6308-4fdf-af20-82c0279d737c
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/75106829/person/232082342464/media/204a2753-6308-4fdf-af20-82c0279d737c
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Marriage of sister Elsie Marion Ahlers (1898-1991) to 1st husband Leland Stanford Stallings, 

28 Dec 1915 McLeod Co. MN - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/91715933:70873?ssrc=pt&tid=75106829&pid=232082342466 

 
 

 
Divorce petition of Leland Stanford Stallings Sr. in Pulaski Co. AR for divorce from Elsie 

Ahlers on 26 Jul 1944 following separation of 3 years – 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61776/images/61776_01_00068-

00940?pId=90169005 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61776/images/61776_01_00068-00940?pId=90169005
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61776/images/61776_01_00068-00940?pId=90169005
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Marriage of Elsie Ahlers Stallings to Harold Edwin Mohr on 25 Nov 1961 in Los Angeles Co. 

CA - https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/75106829/person/232082342466/facts 

 

 
Marriage license - “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Friday 24 Nov 1961 p 10 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/75106829/person/232082342466/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/75106829/person/232082342466/facts
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Obituary of Elsie Marion Ahlers Stallings Mohr – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Wednesday 4 

Sep 1991 p 10 
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Marriage of sister Hazel Marie Ahlers (1901-1978) to W.S. Harwedel in Nov 1931 – 

“Minneapolis Star Tribune” Tuesday 8 Dec 1931 p 13 
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Hazel Marie Ahlers Harwedel - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/166762131/person/292167274663/media/73e2a16c-d195-
4094-8873-8ebf2e59912a?_phsrc=cPx1090&_phstart=successSource 
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“Minneapolis Star Tribune” Sunday 6 Dec 1931 p 30 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/90003950:61988?tid=60633206&pid=42061801184&queryId=82cfacb84e57
d7d6640bc8be840d264a&_phsrc=cPx1089&_phstart=successSource 
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“Minneapolis Star Tribune” Tuesday 29 Dec 1931 p 6 
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Sister Frances Irene Ahlers (1904-1908) – Find A Grave 68571345 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/1384295:9196?ssrc=pt&tid=75106829&pid=232082346573 
 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
Name: Allyn Edward Ahlers 
Name variations:  
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Military: 
On Tuscania:  100th Aero Squadron, 14th Squad - corporal 
Serial number: 249,814 
Entered service from: Stewart, McLeod MN 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Allyn E. Ahlers 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: father John E. Ahlers, Stuart MN 
Returned from war on: "Louisville" May 1919 
Sailed on return ship as: Allyn E. Ehlers 
Next-of-kin on return ship & rank: mother Mrs. Effie Ahlers, Stewart MN (chauffeur, 100th 
Aero Sq) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Allyn Edward Ahlers - b. 11 Jun 1894 Red Wing MN, 
res: Stewart, McLeod Co. MN. Single. Clerk in general merchandise for J.E. Ahlers, Stewart, 
McLeod MN. Medium height & build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: Stewart MN (1939 NTSA & 1955 WI 
Survivors) 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Allyn E. Ahlers - 11 Jun 1894, Red Wing MN;  res. 
Stewart, McLeod MN. NOK Esther Ahlers, same address. Self-employed – grocery 
business. Height: 5’10” – 210 lbs. 
  
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted: 22 Aug 1917 
Discharged: 16 Jun 1919 
Address: Stewart MN 
Rank/unit: chauffeur, 100th Aero Squadron / 127th Aero Squadron 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 11 Jun 1894, Red Wing, Goodhue MN (II, SS)  
Died:  28 Jan 1980 Minneapolis, Hennepin MN (Veterans Hospital, after a lengthy illness) 
Find A Grave record: 59353282, presence on Tuscania noted in text 
Burial location: Stewart, McLeod MN 
Cemetery: Lakeside 
Tombstone: veteran flat - US Army WWI 
 
Father: John Edward Ahlers, 24 Mar 1860 Red Wing, Goodhue MN – 11 Nov 1930 
Rochester, Olmsted MN. Son of Charles (Karl) George Frederick Ahlers & Caroline 
Behrend. 
Moved to Stewart, McLeod MN in 1903 where he operated a store.  
Died at a hospital in Rochester MN (home of the Mayo Clinic) from complications following 
surgery. 
Buried in Lakeside Cemetery, Stewart, McLeod MN. 
Find A Grave: 59352985 
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Mother: Effie Almira (Allyn) Ahlers, 18 Nov 1861 MN – 10 Jul 1942 McLeod Co. MN. 
Daughter of John Sydney Allen & Theresa N. Gaylord. Buried in Lakeside Cemetery, 
Stewart, McLeod MN. 
Find A Grave: 68571780 
Parents’ marriage: 23 Jun 1889 Red Wing, Goodhue MN 
 
Spouse:  Esther Elizabeth Macheledt Ahlers, 30 Jun 1898 MN - 28 Oct 1989 McLeod Co. 
MN. Daughter of Fred J. Macheledt (1865-1954, F: 77464746) & Lucy Urseria Lawrence 
(1869-1943, F: 77464747).   
Spouse Find A Grave: 68571096 
Marriage: www.moms.mn.gov – Allyn E. Ahlers married 21 Nov 1920 in Hennepin County 
MN to Esther M. Macheledt 
 
Children: 

• Allyn Robert (“Bud”) Ahlers. 21 Sep 1921 Stewart, McLeod MN – 24 Nov 2014 
Hutchinson, McLeod MN. Graduate of Stewart (MN) High School, 1940. Entered the 
US Army on 10 Feb 1946; discharged 9 Feb 1949. At the beginning of his military 
service, he played trombone with the Normoyle Ordnance Co.; he also played 
baritone & trumpet. After the band was dissolved, he was stationed in the 
Philippines & Japan, engaged in bomb disposal. Married Ruth C. Henderson (1921-
1982, F: 68570708) on 17 Feb 1945 in Nixon NJ, at the Metuchen Reformed Church. 
Ruth was the daughter of Andrew J. Henderson (d. 1969) & his wife, Isabelle Ruth (d. 
1966). Ruth  was killed while a passenger in a car accident/collision in Carver Co. 
MN. They had 4 children. Beginning in 1958, he operated the IGA Grocery Store in 
Stewart MN, which had been in the family for 88 years. Resident of Stewart MN in 
1980. Buried in Lakeside Cemetery, Stewart, McLeod MN. F: 149144252 

• Dorothy Jean Ahlers Anderson, 21 Mar 1923 Stewart, McLeod MN – 5 May 2021 
Burnsville, Dakota MN. Received a nursing degree from Hamline University, St. Paul 
MN. Resident of Burnsville MN in 1980 & 2014. Married Olof A. Anderson (1903-
1996, F: 7371971) on 19 Mar 1946 in Hennepin Co. MN. Olof’s obituary 
“Minneapolis Star Tribune” 16 Jan 1996 p 19 – noted aviator b. 1903, d. 13 Jan 1996. 
Olof’s F: 7371971; his 1st wife, married in 1941, was Myra Stephanie Reinertsen 
Anderson (1915-1942, F: 138593362). Dorothy Anderson is buried in Pleasant View 
Memorial Gardens, Burnsville, Dakota MN. F: 227245573 

• Joyce Eileen Ahlers Henkel, 27 Jun 1925 McLeod Co. MN - 16 May 2018 Duluth, St. 
Louis CO. MN. First attended Hamline University in St. Paul MN, then transferred to 
the U of MN in Minneapolis MN, where she majored in dietetics. Resident of Duluth 
MN in 1980 & 2014. Married Donald Francis Henkel on 4 Dec 1947 at Lake Harriet 
Methodist Church, Minneapolis, Hennepin County MN. Donald Francis Henkel, 
born 1921, died 2013 (F: 131552304). Social worker for 20 years with the St. Louis 
Co. MN social services. Died of a massive heart attack. Buried in Forest Hill 
Cemetery, Duluth, St. Louis MN. F:190554320 

 
Siblings: only male in family of 6 children 

http://www.moms.mn.gov/
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• Bernice Elsie Ahlers Hanson, 29 Jan 1890 Red Wing, Goodhue MN – 19 Mar 1969 
Graceville, Big Stone Co. MN. Resident Graceville MN when her father d. 1930. 
Buried in Graceville.  Married Harry Jacob (originally Hans?) Janson (1886-1964, F: 
40236098) on 8 Sep 1908 in Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. Buried in Graceville 
Cemetery, Graceville township, Big Stone Co. MN. F: 40236076 

• Ruth Effie Ahlers Christenson, 5 Feb 1891 Red Wing, Goodhue MN – 3 Dec 1967 
New London, Kandiyohi MN. Her brother Allyn survived the sinking of the Tuscania 
on her 27th birthday. Wife of Frank Ludwig Christenson (1881-1967, F: 59147860) 
whom she married 1 Jan 1910 in McLeod Co. MN Resident of Litchfield MN in 1930 
when her father died. Buried in Lakewood Cemetery, Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. F: 
59147913 

• Elsie Marion Ahlers Stallings Mohr, 11 Aug 1898 Red Wing, Goodhue MN – 30 Aug 
1991 Gardnerville, Douglas NV. First married to Leland Stanford Stallings Sr. (1890-
1975, F: 143871088); resident of Breckenridge MN in McLeod Co. MN on 28 Dec 
1915. – On 26 Jul 1944,  Leland petitioned for a divorce in Pulaski Co. AR because of 
a 3-year separation from Elsie Stallings. He said they had married in 1916, which 
was inaccurate. - In 1961, Elsie married Harold Edwin (“Terry”) Mohr (1926-1999, F: 
90445376) on 25 Nov 1961 in Los Angeles Co. CA. He had divorced his 1st wife, Doris 
Jeanne Lock (married 1946). Elsie & Harold Mohr’s marriage ended in divorce. Elsie 
Mohr shares her tombstone with sister Hazel in Santa Cruz Memorial Park, Santa 
Cruz, Santa Cruz CA. F: 59301412 

• Hazel Marie Ahlers Harwedel, 10 Nov 1901 Red Wing, Goodhue Co. MN – 11 Nov 
1978 San Mateo, San Mateo CA. On Owatonna (MN) High School faculty in 1930. – 
Married 25 Nov 1931 in Riverside Cathedral, Manhattan NY to Wilmer Studley 
Harwedel (Nov 1899 OH – 30 Aug 1961 Euclid, Cuyahoga OH, F: 126568355), the 
son of Mathias Joseph Harwedel & Clara M. Mills. He was employed in the 1940 
census in Cleveland, Cuyahoga OH as a dairy inspector for the city. Wilmer S. 
Harwedel (40 OH) & wife Hazel M. (39 MN) had 2 female lodgers. Hazel Harwedel 
shares her tombstone with sister Elsie in Santa Cruz Memorial Park, Santa Cruz, 
Santa Cruz CA. F: 6187228 

• Frances Irene Ahlers, 1904 [on tombstone} but 26 Apr 1903 [on MN birth record] Red 
Wing, Goodhue MN – 11 Nov 1908 Stewart, McLeod MN. Buried in Lakeside 
Cemetery, Stewart, McLeod MN. F: 68571345 

• Baby boy Ahlers, b. & d. 12 Sep 1904 McLeod Co. MN, according to Ancestry.com. 
BUT – if this is so, then Frances Ahlers was not likely born in 1904. 

 
Notes: [from Find A Grave]  
His parents moved from Red Wing MN to Stewart MN in 1903. His father John and John’s 
brother Alfred formed a partnership to run the Ahlers Brothers general merchandise store 
in Stewart, which was still in operation at the time of Allyn’s death, operated by his son 
Allyn Robert (“Bud”). Graduate Stewart HS.  
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Attended Aberdeen Normal in Aberdeen SD, where he was active in athletics. After 
completing the course in business education, he enlisted in the Army Signal Corps. His 
military training was at Kelly Field (San Antonio TX). He served overseas in England & 
France in WWI. He was one of the few survivors of the “Tuscania.” [not accurate] After the 
war, he returned to Stewart MN where he joined his father in the family business.  
 
When his father John died in 1930, Allyn took complete charge of the store & was joined in 
running the store in 1945 by his son Bud upon Bud’s return from WWII.  In 1967 ill health 
forced him to take a less active role in store operation He retired completely about 10 
years prior to his death. Then a series of strokes confined him to his home.  
 
On 21 Nov 1920 he married Esther Macheledt in Minneapolis; the couple made their home 
in Stewart. She worked with him in the store. The couple had one son & 2 daughters. He 
remained at home until he was hospitalized 12 Nov 1979. He was the first commander of 
the American Legion post in Stewart when it was formed. He was a member of the Stewart 
Town Band, for many years on the school board, and a charter member of the Lions Club & 
Stewart Businessmen’s Association. 
 
In 1958, the IGA Grocery Store in Stewart had been operated by the Ahlers family for 88 
years. 
The McLeod County MN historical documents note that three generations of the Ahlers 
family ran the Stewart store. The building was built in the 1890s. It was operated by the 
family until 1990 & “is now a house.” 
 
Wartime: 
 
“Sioux City (IA) Journal” 14 Mar 1918 p 4 – Mrs. F.L. Christenson [sister Ruth] of Aberdeen 
SD got a letter from her brother Allen [sic] Ahlers, formerly a student at the Northern 
Normal & Industrial School in Aberdeen. He completed a course in aviation in TX, then 
went to Long Island NY to finish the course. He got a grade of 27, the second-highest in the 
unit. At Aberdeen he was active in baseball, basketball & other athletics. He was promoted 
to corporal 1 Jan 1918. 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 472-09-4002 
 
Censuses: 
 
1895 MN state census – Goodhue Co. MN 
Edward Ahlers, 35 MN, express messenger 
Effa, 33 MN, housewife 
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Burness, 3 MN [Bernice] 
Ruth, 4 MN 
Allen E., 11 (?) months MN 
 
1900 Red Wing, Goodhue MN – 1059 S. Park St. 
John E. Ahlers, 40 MN, Mar 1860, parents b. Germany, married 11 years, express agent 
Effie A., 38 MN, Nov 1861, father b. CT, mother b. NY, gave birth to 4 children, 4 are living  
Bernice E., 10 MN, Jan 1890, at school  
Ruth E., 9 MN, Feb 1891, at school  
Allen E., 5 MN, Jun 1894 
Elsie M., 1 MN, Aug 1898 
 
1905 MN state census – McLeod Co. MN 
J. Edward Ahlers, 45 MN, parents b. Germany, merchant 
Effie A., 43 MN, father b. CT, mother b. NY 
Bernice, 15 MN 
Ruth E., 14 MN 
Allyn E., 11 MN 
Etta M., 6 MN 
Hazel M., 3 MN 
Frances I., 2 (?) months MN 
 
1910 Collins, McLeod MN – 67 Bowman St. 
John Ahlers, 50 MN, parents b. Germany, retail merchant, dry goods, married 21 years, in 
1st marriage, retail merchant, dry goods 
Effie, 48 MN, father b. CT, mother b. NY, in 1st marriage, gave birth to 7 children, 5 living 
(Frances d. 1904 – and one other) 
Allyn, 15 MN 
Elsie, 11 MN 
Hazel, 8 MN 
 
1920 Stewart, McLeod MN – North St. 
John E. Ohler [indexed as Ohler, but can be read as Ahler], 59 MN, parents b. Germany, 
manager, merchandise store 
Effie, 57 MN, father b. NY, mother b. PA 
Allyn, 25 MN, single, salesman, merchandise store 
Hazel, 18 MN, single 
 
1930 Collins, McLeod MN 
Allyn [misread & misindexed as Allefa] E. Ahlers, 35 MN, parents b. MN< age 25 at 1st 
marriage, retail salesman, general store, WWI veteran 
Esther E., 31 MN, father b. Germany, mother b. Canada (French) 
Allyn [misread & misindexed as Allefa] R., 8 MN 
Dorothy J., 7 MN 
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Joyce E., 4 MN 
 
1940 Stewart, McLeod MN 
Allyn E. Ahlers, 45 MN, manager, general merchandise store 
Esther, 41 MN 
Allyn R. 18 MN 
Dorothy 17 MN 
Joyce 14 MN 
 
1950 cannot locate 
 
 


