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TUSCANIA 
 
 

Adams, Ralph Spurgeon 
1892 MO – 1969 OK 

 
 

 
 

Ralph Spurgeon Adams – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) 17 Feb 1918 p 17 
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Ralph, Ina, Georgia & Lewis Adams (names not linked to those in photograph) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1095290/person/-
1620454460/media/2451d337-539d-467d-8354-

c40a3aba1f9a?_phsrc=yGI356&_phstart=successSource 
 
 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-W9WC-

N?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZ6-V373 
 

Added: 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1095290/person/-1620454460/media/2451d337-539d-467d-8354-c40a3aba1f9a?_phsrc=yGI356&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1095290/person/-1620454460/media/2451d337-539d-467d-8354-c40a3aba1f9a?_phsrc=yGI356&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1095290/person/-1620454460/media/2451d337-539d-467d-8354-c40a3aba1f9a?_phsrc=yGI356&_phstart=successSource
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-W9WC-N?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZ6-V373
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-W9WC-N?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQPZ6-V373
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/2969628:2375?tid=&pid=&queryId=352b87711cd9e85e74cddbcf6c2f78c8&

_phsrc=cPx883&_phstart=successSource 
 

Life: 
 

 

 
“Sapulpa (OK) Herald” Tuesday 21 Aug 1917 p 3 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2969628:2375?tid=&pid=&queryId=352b87711cd9e85e74cddbcf6c2f78c8&_phsrc=cPx883&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2969628:2375?tid=&pid=&queryId=352b87711cd9e85e74cddbcf6c2f78c8&_phsrc=cPx883&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/2969628:2375?tid=&pid=&queryId=352b87711cd9e85e74cddbcf6c2f78c8&_phsrc=cPx883&_phstart=successSource
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Ralph & wife & brother Lewis & wife visit their parents – “Stillwater (OK) Gazette” Friday 21 

Sep 1917 p 8 
 
 

 
“Creek County Republican” (Sapulpa OK) Friday 5 Oct 1917 p 1 

 



5 
 

 
“Bristow (OK) Record & the Bristow Enterprise” Thursday 25 Oct 1917 p 6 

 
 

 
“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Friday 8 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Daily Ardmoreite” (Ardmore OK) Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Drumright (OK) Weekly Derrick” Saturday 9 Feb 1918 p 1 

 

 
Excerpt – “Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Bristow (OK) Record & the Bristow Enterprise” Thursday 14 Feb 1918 p 1 
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“Bristow (OK) Record & the Bristow Enterprise” Thursday 14 Mar 1918 p 1 

 

 
“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Saturday 26 Jul 1919 p 4 

 
 
 
 

Wife Nara Nichols 
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Marriage to Nary Nichols 28 Aug 1916 Carter Co. OK - 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/963887631:61379?tid=&pid=&queryId=db769ab5977e072be943297b422517

d4&_phsrc=cPx899&_phstart=successSource 
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Wife Olive Josephine Murphy: 
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marriage to Olive Josephine Murphy - https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/63361355:61379?tid=&pid=&queryId=352b87711cd9e85e74cddbcf6c2f78c
8&_phsrc=cPx886&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Ralph petitioned for divorce in 1929 – “Shawnee (OK) News-Star” Wednesday 11 Dec 1929 

p 9 
 
 

 
“Stillwater (OK) Gazette” Friday 1 Apr 1921 p 5 

 
 
 

Wife Elsie Mae Price: 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/63361355:61379?tid=&pid=&queryId=352b87711cd9e85e74cddbcf6c2f78c8&_phsrc=cPx886&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/63361355:61379?tid=&pid=&queryId=352b87711cd9e85e74cddbcf6c2f78c8&_phsrc=cPx886&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/63361355:61379?tid=&pid=&queryId=352b87711cd9e85e74cddbcf6c2f78c8&_phsrc=cPx886&_phstart=successSource
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Elsie - https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/76716803/person/36364849550/gallery?galleryPage=1&tab=0 
 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/76716803/person/36364849550/gallery?galleryPage=1&tab=0
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/76716803/person/36364849550/gallery?galleryPage=1&tab=0
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Elsie Price’s marriage to John Young - 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1-159394-308131-
39?pId=63540405 

https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1-159394-308131-39?pId=63540405
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/61379/images/TH-1-159394-308131-39?pId=63540405
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/114234224/person/142230855755/facts?_phsrc=cPx876&_phstart=succ
essSource 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/114234224/person/142230855755/facts?_phsrc=cPx876&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/114234224/person/142230855755/facts?_phsrc=cPx876&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/114234224/person/142230855755/facts?_phsrc=cPx876&_phstart=successSource
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Elsie Mae Price Young’s marriage to Burney Jennings - https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/114234224/person/142230855755/facts?_phsrc=cPx876&_phstart=succ

essSource 
 

 
“Oklahoma City (OK) Daily Law Journal-Record” Friday 17 Apr 1931 p 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Daily Oklahoman” (Oklahoma City OK) Monday 5 Feb 1996 p 82 

 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/114234224/person/142230855755/facts?_phsrc=cPx876&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/114234224/person/142230855755/facts?_phsrc=cPx876&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/114234224/person/142230855755/facts?_phsrc=cPx876&_phstart=successSource
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Was this her husband? “Shreveport (LA) Journal” Friday 5 Dec 1941 p 3 

 
Stepson – Elsie’s son by John Young: 
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Jimmie George Young (1924-1979) & wife Betty Jo Moore Young – Find A Grave 38311942 

 

 
“Kiowa County Star-Review” (Hobart OK) Thursday 27 Dec 1945 p 1 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/13833755:2238 

 
 

Stepson – Elsie’s son by Burney Jennings: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/13833755:2238
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Lannis Simpson Jennings (1928-2000_ - Central High School, Muskogee OK, 1947 yearbook 

- 
https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/1265/images/sid_1578_1947_0036?tr
eeid=114234224&personid=142230866593&rc=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=cPx938&_phstart

=successSource&pId=379456559 
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Lannis Simpson Jennings & father Burney Jennings - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/117995739/person/410172367840/media/dec77b18-9f38-

4bdc-bb96-997ea432b0c8?_phsrc=cPx940&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/117995739/person/410172367840/media/dec77b18-9f38-4bdc-bb96-997ea432b0c8?_phsrc=cPx940&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/117995739/person/410172367840/media/dec77b18-9f38-4bdc-bb96-997ea432b0c8?_phsrc=cPx940&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/117995739/person/410172367840/media/dec77b18-9f38-4bdc-bb96-997ea432b0c8?_phsrc=cPx940&_phstart=successSource
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Lannis Simpson Jennings & wife Norma Jean Blake Jennings – ca. 1960 - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/117995739/person/410172367840/media/8098adff-4446-

49e9-85a1-9db8a98ffd73?_phsrc=cPx941&_phstart=successSource 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/117995739/person/410172367840/media/8098adff-4446-49e9-85a1-9db8a98ffd73?_phsrc=cPx941&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/117995739/person/410172367840/media/8098adff-4446-49e9-85a1-9db8a98ffd73?_phsrc=cPx941&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/117995739/person/410172367840/media/8098adff-4446-49e9-85a1-9db8a98ffd73?_phsrc=cPx941&_phstart=successSource
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Memorial Park Cemetery, Muskogee, Muskogee OK – Lannis & wife Norma Blake Jennings 

& sons Larry & Robert - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/117995739/person/410172367840/media/62aa23c9-ce9e-

4d6e-b229-77b4c81f7cc2?_phsrc=cPx942&_phstart=successSource 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/114234224/person/142230866593/facts?_phsrc=cPx937&_phstart=succ
essSource 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/114234224/person/142230866593/facts?_phsrc=cPx937&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/114234224/person/142230866593/facts?_phsrc=cPx937&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/114234224/person/142230866593/facts?_phsrc=cPx937&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/family-

tree/person/tree/114234224/person/142230866593/facts?_phsrc=cPx937&_phstart=succ
essSo 
Urce 

 
 



26 
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Obituary of Lannis Simpson Jennings – “Muskogee (OK) Daily” 9 Jul 2000 p 4B – note name 
of surviving stepsister Betty Graf - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/collection/1030/tree/117995739/person/410172367840/media/24d0b30d-0796-
422f-b75d-2ec192516063?_phsrc=cPx948&_phstart=successSource 

 
Stepdaughter – Elsie’s daughter by David Hale: 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/64482190:61379?tid=76716803&pid=36364850855&queryId=b5c5f8d5cbf55
a350a6a347c4c23b288&_phsrc=cPx894&_phstart=successSource 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/64482190:61379?tid=76716803&pid=36364850855&queryId=b5c5f8d5cbf55a350a6a347c4c23b288&_phsrc=cPx894&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/64482190:61379?tid=76716803&pid=36364850855&queryId=b5c5f8d5cbf55a350a6a347c4c23b288&_phsrc=cPx894&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/64482190:61379?tid=76716803&pid=36364850855&queryId=b5c5f8d5cbf55a350a6a347c4c23b288&_phsrc=cPx894&_phstart=successSource
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/27746232:60901 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/75166502:3693 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/27746232:60901
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/75166502:3693
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“Fort Worth (TX) Star-Telegram” Thursday 31 Mar 2005 p 32 

 
Father: 

 

 
Obituary of father William Adams – “Konawa (OK) Leader” Thursday 31 Aug 1939 p 5 
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Mother: 

 

 
Mother Nancy Ellen Willey Adams with granddaughter Sarah Adams, Stillwater, Payne OK – 

ca. 1920 - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1095290/person/-
1620535983/media/9547a01b-b5c6-4a02-9a65-bbc0ac78a5e1 

 

 
Sister Georgia with mother Ellen – ca. 1920 Stillwater, Payne OK - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1095290/person/-
1620563314/media/f6851855-5fb6-4a3d-b442-

7212a8dcc545?_phsrc=cPx958&_phstart=successSource 
 
 
 

Siblings: 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1095290/person/-1620535983/media/9547a01b-b5c6-4a02-9a65-bbc0ac78a5e1
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1095290/person/-1620535983/media/9547a01b-b5c6-4a02-9a65-bbc0ac78a5e1
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Sister Sarah E. Adams Roberts (1888-1924) – Find A Grave 243860407 

 

 

 
Dan Capshaw (husband of Georgia Adams), Ezekiel Roberts & his wife, Sarah Adams 

Roberts (Georgia Capshaw’s sister) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/1095290/person/-190004251/media/cd1c55d6-2cf1-4492-a9d2-

bdfa9ae1b758 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1095290/person/-190004251/media/cd1c55d6-2cf1-4492-a9d2-bdfa9ae1b758
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1095290/person/-190004251/media/cd1c55d6-2cf1-4492-a9d2-bdfa9ae1b758
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1095290/person/-190004251/media/cd1c55d6-2cf1-4492-a9d2-bdfa9ae1b758
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Brother William Irvin Adams (1902-1937) – with wife Chessie Powell Adams & children 

Ralph & Sarah Adams - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1095290/person/-
1620451033/media/3150b818-858c-43d7-892b-b3df62abb26d 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1095290/person/-1620451033/media/3150b818-858c-43d7-892b-b3df62abb26d
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1095290/person/-1620451033/media/3150b818-858c-43d7-892b-b3df62abb26d
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Obituary of William Irvin Adams – “Daily Ardmoreite” (Ardmore OK) Friday 27 Aug 1937 p 2 
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Obituary of William Irvin Adams - “Seminole (OK) Producer” Sunday 29 Aug 1937 p 12 
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Sister Georgia B. Adams Capshaw Taylor (1905-1985) - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1095290/person/-
1620563314/media/87d09ad6-9e95-410b-9d71-acb4fb4c07ec 

 

 
Georgia Adams Capshaw Taylor with grandson Jerry Heintz - 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1095290/person/-

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1095290/person/-1620563314/media/0c988c95-3b84-4ed0-93fc-16d02ebda2e8?_phsrc=cPx955&_phstart=successSource
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1620563314/media/0c988c95-3b84-4ed0-93fc-
16d02ebda2e8?_phsrc=cPx955&_phstart=successSource 

 

 
Brother Roy Thomas Adams (1908-1910) – “Oklahoma State Capital” (Guthrie OK) 

Wednesday 30 Nov 1910 p 5 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1095290/person/-1620563314/media/0c988c95-3b84-4ed0-93fc-16d02ebda2e8?_phsrc=cPx955&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/1095290/person/-1620563314/media/0c988c95-3b84-4ed0-93fc-16d02ebda2e8?_phsrc=cPx955&_phstart=successSource
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Sister Ina Adams Childress Harris (1911-1996) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/1095290/person/-1620528917/media/1dfc89f1-4813-4d89-aa6f-

7cc96483c0d7 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1095290/person/-1620528917/media/1dfc89f1-4813-4d89-aa6f-7cc96483c0d7
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1095290/person/-1620528917/media/1dfc89f1-4813-4d89-aa6f-7cc96483c0d7
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/1095290/person/-1620528917/media/1dfc89f1-4813-4d89-aa6f-7cc96483c0d7
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Obituary of Ina Adams Childress Harris – “Santa Cruz (CA) Sentinel” Wednesday 9 Oct 

1996 p 6 
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“San Luis Obispo (CA) Tribune” Monday 29 Oct 1951 p 5 

 

 

 
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/421824:60954?tid=1095290&pid=-

1620528917&queryId=5cb761d61596bda00803eaac1ea68115&_phsrc=cPx968&_phstart=
successSource 

 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/421824:60954?tid=1095290&pid=-1620528917&queryId=5cb761d61596bda00803eaac1ea68115&_phsrc=cPx968&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/421824:60954?tid=1095290&pid=-1620528917&queryId=5cb761d61596bda00803eaac1ea68115&_phsrc=cPx968&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/421824:60954?tid=1095290&pid=-1620528917&queryId=5cb761d61596bda00803eaac1ea68115&_phsrc=cPx968&_phstart=successSource
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Is this her? https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/4271924:1141?tid=1095290&pid=-
1620528917&queryId=0b4bfc498549ee6de71601b9e6cbbccc&_phsrc=cPx971&_phstart=

successSource 
 

  
Clyde Harris – “Gypsy” is a location in Creek Co. OK, not an ethnicity, named for the Gypsy 

Oil Co.– published in “Bristow (OK) Daily Record” Friday 22 Mar 1940 p 1 - Find A Grave 
21579547 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4271924:1141?tid=1095290&pid=-1620528917&queryId=0b4bfc498549ee6de71601b9e6cbbccc&_phsrc=cPx971&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4271924:1141?tid=1095290&pid=-1620528917&queryId=0b4bfc498549ee6de71601b9e6cbbccc&_phsrc=cPx971&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4271924:1141?tid=1095290&pid=-1620528917&queryId=0b4bfc498549ee6de71601b9e6cbbccc&_phsrc=cPx971&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/4271924:1141?tid=1095290&pid=-1620528917&queryId=0b4bfc498549ee6de71601b9e6cbbccc&_phsrc=cPx971&_phstart=successSource
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Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
Name: Ralph Spurgeon Adams 
Name variations:  
Military: 
On Tuscania:  Camp Travis Det. 1, 165th Depot Brigade - private 
Serial number: 251,350 
Entered service from: Ottawa, Ottawa OK 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Ralph Adams 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: wife Sarah Adams, Oiltown OK 
Returned from war on: "America" Jun 1919 
Next-of-kin on return ship, sailed under name: wife Mrs. Nora Adams, Oilton OK (indexed 
as Hora Adams) (pvt,. 2 Am Tr) – as Ralph Adams 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Ralph Spurgeon Adams - b. 4 May 1892 Oregon 
MO, res: Ceilton, Creek OR. Married, with wife. Carpenter for myself, Ceilton OR. Claimed 
exemption from draft: “support of wife” – tall in height, medium build. 
World War II draft registration (1942): as Ralph Spurgeon Adams - 4 May 1892 Holt Co. MO; 
res: Colbert, Bryan OK. Mailing address: General Delivery, Colbert, Bryan OK. NOK Ina 
Childers, General Delivery, Bristow OK. Taxi driver, for self. “scar at end of mouth on each 
side” – Height: 6’1” – 245 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 3 Oct 1917 
Discharged 11 Jul 1919 
Address: 1002 West St., Stillwater OK 
Rank/unit: private, Demob Det 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 4 May 1892 Oregon, Holt MO 
Died: 21 Feb 1969 Colbert, Bryan OK 
Find A Grave record: 7946903  - presence on Tuscania noted in flower 
Burial location: Colbert, Bryan OK  
Cemetery: Colbert Garden of Memory 
Tombstone: veteran flat: Oklahoma- Pvt, US Army, WWI 
 
Father: William Adams, 2 Mar 1862 Holt Co. MO – 30 Aug 1939 Konawa, Seminole OK. 
Obituary: “Seminole (OK) Producer” 7 Sep 1939 p 8 – William Adams d. at the home of his 
son Ralph northwest of Kanawa on 30 Aug 1939. Burial in Stillwater. William b. MO, around 
age 73, Baptist church minister. 
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Buried in Fairlawn Cemetery, Stillwater, Payne OK. 
Find A Grave: 10668727 
 
Mother: Nancy Ellen Willey Adams, 23 Oct 1868 Holt Co. MO – 10 Jul 1922 Stillwater, Payne 
OK. Daughter of Sidney Willey & Sarah Wilson. 
Obituary: “Stillwater (OK) Gazette” 14 Jul 1922 p 1 – Mrs. Nancy Ellen Adams d. at her 
home at 1002 West St., Stillwater, 10 Jul 1922 at age 53 yrs 8 months 10 days. Burial in Fair 
Lawn. Born 23 Oct 1868, married W.M. Adams, came to Noble OK at the opening of the 
strip, lived on a claim 6 years, then moved to Stillwater where lived since, mother of 11 
children, 6 of whom survive along with her husband: Mrs. E. Roberts (Bristow OK), Lewis 
(Bristow), Ralph (Shideler), W.I., Georgia, Ina (Stillwater). 
Buried in Fairlawn Cemetery, Stillwater, Payne OK. 
Find A Grave: 10668718 
Parents’ marriage:  21 Feb 1886 in Holt Co. MO. 
Family tree at: https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/1095290/person/-
1620535983/facts  
 
Spouse: Nara Nichols Adams, ca. 1890 KS -   Listed as his wife Sarah Adams in Jan 1918 as 
his Tuscania next-of-kin & as Norah in 1919 on his return voyage. Ralph is listed as married 
on his 5 June 1917 draft card. Appears as Leoneria A. Adams in the 1920 census, age 30, b. 
KS 
Spouse Find A Grave: 
Marriage: 28 Aug 1916 in Ardmore, Carter OK. Nara Nichols, who married Ralph Adams 28 
Aug 1916 in Ardmore, Carter OK, Ralph age 24, Ringling, Jefferson OK, Nara, age 26, of 
Perkins, Carter OK. 
 
Spouse: Olive Josephine Murphy Adams, ca. 1892 KS -  .  
Spouse Find A Grave: 
Marriage; 25 Mar 1921 Stillwater, Payne OK. Ralph S. Adams, age 28, b. MO resident of 
Stillwater OK, married 25 Mar 1921 in Stillwater, Payne OK to Olive Josephine Murphy, age 
29, resident of Stroud OK, b. KS. One of witnesses was Georgia B. Adams (his sister is 
named Georgia). Ralph petitions for divorce from Olive Adams in Dec 1929 in OK. 
 
Spouse: Elsie Mae Price Young Jennings Hale Adams-Anderson, 31 Dec 1905 MO - 1 Feb 
1996 OK.  
Daughter of George Columbus Price (F: 37244675) & Floria Mae Davis (F: 138190078). 
Married 29 Oct 1922 in Haskell Co. OK (having obtained a license on 28 Oct 1922) to John 
Young. They had a son, Jimmie George Young (1924-1979). 
Elsie Young married Burney Jennings (1899-1952, F: 40569386) on 23 Nov 1926 in 
Sebastian Co. AR. She was age 20, he 27, both residents of Cartersville OK. They had a son 
Lannis Simpson Jennings (1928-2000). Burney was the son of Allen Green Jennings & Laura 
McBride. During the 1930 census, Ralph Spurgeon Adams boarded with them. The divorce 
of Elsie Mae & Burney Jennings was in the Apr 1931 newspaper. 
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Elsie married David Hale, b. ca. 1901. They had a daughter, Betty Marie (“Elsie”) Hale 
(1932-2005). 
Since she has a hyphenated name of Adams-Anderson, she presumably married an 
Anderson after her marriage to Adams. 
Elsie is buried with Ralph in Colbert Garden of Memory Cemetery, Colbert, Bryan OK. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 7948310 
Marriage; 
 
Children: 
 
Stepson – Elsie Mae Price’s son by John Young: 

• Jimmie George Young, 7 Feb 1924 Cartersville, Haskell OK – 3 Sep 1979 El Reno, 
Canadian OK. Served in WWII. Married 19 Dec 1945 in OK to Betty Jo Moore (1928-
2004, F: 143165076). Buried in Colbert Garden of Memory Cemetery, Colbert, Bryan 
OK. F: 38311942 

 
Stepson – Elsie Mae Price’s son by Burney Jennings 

• Lannis Simpson Jennings, 9 Jan 1928 Seminole Co. OK – 7 Jul 2000 Muskogee, 
Muskogee OK. Married Norma Jean Blake (1927-2004) on 15 Mar 1947 in Muskogee 
Co. OK. In the 1930 & 1940 censuses, he lived with his father Burney Jennings. In 
1930, his mother Elsie Mae Price was married to Burney. In 1940 in Seminole, 
Seminole OK, Burney Jennings (43 Indian Territory, delivery& collecting for a paper 
route) lived with wife Caroline (39 Indian Territory, doing housework in the home) & 
son Lannis (12 OK, a grade school student). Online photographs show a shared 
tombstone for “Lanny” Jennings, wife Norma & sons Larry & Robert in Memorial 
Park Cemetery, Muskogee, Muskogee OK but not on Find A Grave as of 25 Sep 2023. 

 
Stepdaughter – Elsie Mae Price’s daughter by David Hale: 

• Elsie Marie (Betty) Hale McDonald Graf, 24 Jun 1932 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Co. 
OK – 29 Mar 2005. On OK marriage application: Elsie Marie Hale, age 17, resident 
Colbert, Bryan OK, who had her stepfather Ralph Adams sign the application giving 
consent to the marriage as she was underage for her marriage to Jake McDonald, 
Jr., age 24 of Denison, Grayson OK. Elsie and Jake married 17 Oct 1949 in the 
Methodist Church, Bryan Co. OK. John McDonald Jr. was born 5 Jan 1925 in 
Sherman TX & died 1 Jan 2004. His mother, Mrs. Eva Halliday, was listed as his NOK 
on his WWII draft registration (5 Jan 1943) when he was a sophomore in high school. 
– Social Security recorded a surname change to Graf in Jul 1960. Her husband was 
James Edmond Graf (1925 OK – 2012, F: 97371680). Elsie Marie Graf is buried with 
James in Dallas-Fort Worth National Cemetery, Dallas, Dallas TX. F: 10708200 

 
Siblings: (mother had 11 children): 

• Hattie L. Adams, 2 Jan 1887 Holt Co. MO – 12 Jan 1887 Holt Co. MO. 
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• Sarah E. Adams Roberts, 18 Feb 1888 Holt Co. MO - 6 Dec 1924 Bristow, Creek OK. 
Wife of Ezekiel Roberts (1877-1967, F: 151577406), usually referenced as E. 
Roberts; they married 1 Oct 1905 at the home of her father William Adams in 
Muskogee Co. OK. Ezekiel was the son of James William Roberts, a Civil War soldier 
(apparently for the Confederate States of America). OK marriage record says they 
married in Muskogee OK; she was age 17.  “Mounds (OK) Enterprise” (Sapulpa OK) 6 
Oct 1905 p 3 – Ezekiel Roberts & Sarah Adams were married at the home of the 
bride’s father 1 Oct 1905.  “Stillwater (OK) Gazette” 19 Dec 1924 p 1 – William 
Adams returned from Bristow where he attended the funeral of his eldest daughter, 
Mrs. Ezekiel Roberts, who d. 6 Dec 1924. Buried in Bristow Cemetery, Bristow, 
Creek OK. F: 243860407 

• Benjamin Adams, 26 Mar 1890 Holt Co. MO – 8 Dec 1890. 
• Lewis Sterling Mark Adams, 8 Feb 1896 OK – 15 May 1968. Husband of Otillia (Tillie) 

Karcher (1896-1983, F: 77151921). Buried in Rose Hill Memorial Park, Tulsa, Tulsa 
OK. F: 77151903 

• Pearl Etta Adams, 22 Aug 1897 Noble Co. OK – 9 Jul 1898. Died at age 10 months. 
Buried in Fairlawn Cemetery, Stillwater, Payne OK. F: 10668722 

• Harvey Adams, b. & d. 22 Jun 1900 Stillwater, Payne OK. Buried in Fairlawn 
Cemetery, Stillwater, Payne OK. F: 141761912 

• William Irvin Adams, 11 Jan 1902 Stillwater, Payne OK – 26 Aug 1937 Seminole, 
Seminole OK. Husband of Chester (Chessie) Florence Powell (1901-1965, F: 
20567987) whom he married 23 Dec 1918 in Pawnee, Pawnee OK when he was 16 
years old. Buried in Rose Hill Cemetery, Ardmore, Carter OK. F: 16047947 

• Georgia B. Adams Capshaw Taylor, 10 Mar 1905 Creek Co. OK - 14 Sep 1985 Santa 
Cruz Co. CA. – Married Dan Cathadill Capshaw (25 Aug 1890 OK – 22 Oct 1957 CA, 
buried in Golden Gate National Cemetery, San Bruno, San Mateo CA, F: 
125559106). Dan was previously married to Sarah Francis Irwin (1892-1918) on 26 
Dec 1917 in Creek Co. OK. Dan & Sarah had a daughter, Mary Josephine Capshaw, 
later Heintz.  Dan & Georgia married in 1925 in OK. - Resident of Fresno CA in 1940. - 
Married Sydney D. Taylor (1902 Canada – 1995 CA). 

• Roy Thomas Adams, 4 Jun 1908 Meridian, Logan OK – 29 Nov 1910 Guthrie, Logan 
OK. Listed as Le Roy T. Adams in the 1910 census. Died at age 2 after 12 hours of 
pneumonia. Buried in Summit View Cemetery, Guthrie, Logan OK. F: 48162252 

• Ina Adams Childress Harris, 8 Dec 1911 Meridian, Logan OK – 7 Oct 1996 Santa 
Cruz Co. CA. - Was she the Ina Adams who married Ralph Taylor on 22 Dec 1930 in 
Wewoka, Seminole OK? Ina was age 19, Ralph age 24. - Married in 1932 to Clyde 
Vernon (Bob) Childress (1905-1940, F: 21579547). –- Ina Childress married C.J. 
Harris on 10 Oct 1950 in Carson City NV. – Is she the Ina Taylor who divorced 
Clarence J. Taylor in Jun 1968 in Monterey Co. CA? - Buried with surname Harris in 
Pajaro Valley Memorial Park, Watsonville, Santa Cruz CA. F: 200947577 

 
Notes: 
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Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
 
Obituary: “Daily Oklahoman” 25 Feb 1969 p 3 – Durant OK, Adams, Ralph Surgeon [sic], 66, 
Services pending (Coffey) 
 
Social Security Number: 725-14-7744 
 
Censuses: 
 
1900 Stillwater, Payne OK – Hester St. – there is no month/year of birth as is done in this 
census & is done for the other entries on this census form 
William Adams, 45 MO, parents’ states of birth left blank, married 15 years, which is 
crossed through, carpenter 
Nancy, 38 [no state of birth provided], parents’ states of birth left blank, married 13 years, 
which is crossed through, gave birth to 3 children, 3 are living  
Sarah, 13, father b. MO 
Ralph, 11, father b. MO 
Louis, 7, father b. MO 
[for the children, no month/year of birth, no place of birth for mother] 
 
1910 Guthrie, Logan OK 
William Adams, 50 MO, parents b. MO, in 1st marriage, married 24 years, carpenter, house 
Nancy E., 41 MO, father b. NY, mother’s birth state “unknown,” gave birth to 10 children, 6 
are living 
Ralph S., 17 MO, carpenter, house 
Lewis S.M., 16 OK 
William J., 8 OK 
Georgie P., 5 OK [female] 
Le Roy T., OK 
 
1920 Bristow, Creek OK 
Ralph S. Adams, age 27, parents b. MO, renter, auto driver 
Leoneria A. Adams, age 30, b. KS, father b. NC, mother b. TN [wife] 
 
1930 St. Louis, Pottawatomie OK 
Banap [as indexed, but Burney] Jennings, 30 OK, parents b. MO, age 27 at 1st marriage, 
reporter, news paper 
Buna Jennings, 30 OK, father b. AR, mother b. MO, age 16 at 1st marriage [this is Ralph’s 
wife-to-be Elsie Mae Price Young Jennings] [Burney’s wife] 
Jimmie G. Young, 6 OK, father b. OK, mother b. MO [stepson – Elsie’s son Jimmie George 
Young by John Young] 
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Lannis S. Jennings [indexed as James] Jennings, 2 OK, father b. OK, mother b. MO [son – of 
Burney & Elsie Jennings] 
Ralph S. Adams, 38 MO, parents b. MO, single, farmer, general farm, WWI veteran [roomer 
– but will marry Elsie Mae Price Young Jennings before the next census] 
 
1940 Ada City, Pontotoc OK, 715 S. Johnson (?) Rd. – in Ardmore, Carter OK in 1935 
Ralph, 47 MO, no job listed 
Elsie Mae, 34 MO 
Betty Hale Adams, 7 OK [daughter, but believed to be Ralph’s stepdaughter] 
 
1950 Colbert, Bryan OK 
Ralph Adams, 57 MO, cab driver, taxi, city 
Elsie Adams, 44 MO w[ife] 
Joetta Young, 3 OK [granddaughter] 
Glessa Young, 1 TX [granddaughter] 
Jake McDonald Jr., 25 TX, married, salesman, auto supply [son-in-law] 
Elsie M. McDonald, 17 OK, married [daughter] 
 
 


