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TUSCANIA 
 

Aamodt, Olaf Sverre 
1892 MN-1991 CA 

 
 

 
Photo source: left: https://www.geni.com/people/Olaf-Aamodt/6000000000177014240 

and right: “Edmonton Journal” (Edmonton, Alberta, Canada) 30 Jan 1931 p 15 
 
 

https://www.geni.com/people/Olaf-Aamodt/6000000000177014240
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From “Grassland: Quietness and Strength for a New American Agriculture” page 21 

https://books.google.com/books?id=qBdCBCNxY4MC&pg=PA21&lpg=PA21&dq=%22olaf+
sverre+aamodt%22&source=bl&ots=ETZHZxIENJ&sig=ACfU3U2VEBAGrIXKyJ95h3oH0GHy
aTNtIw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjik6ri5cnlAhVFPK0KHbgKDBIQ6AEwAXoECAkQAQ#v=

onepage&q=%22olaf%20sverre%20aamodt%22&f=false 
 

 

https://books.google.com/books?id=qBdCBCNxY4MC&pg=PA21&lpg=PA21&dq=%22olaf+sverre+aamodt%22&source=bl&ots=ETZHZxIENJ&sig=ACfU3U2VEBAGrIXKyJ95h3oH0GHyaTNtIw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjik6ri5cnlAhVFPK0KHbgKDBIQ6AEwAXoECAkQAQ#v=onepage&q=%22olaf%20sverre%20aamodt%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=qBdCBCNxY4MC&pg=PA21&lpg=PA21&dq=%22olaf+sverre+aamodt%22&source=bl&ots=ETZHZxIENJ&sig=ACfU3U2VEBAGrIXKyJ95h3oH0GHyaTNtIw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjik6ri5cnlAhVFPK0KHbgKDBIQ6AEwAXoECAkQAQ#v=onepage&q=%22olaf%20sverre%20aamodt%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=qBdCBCNxY4MC&pg=PA21&lpg=PA21&dq=%22olaf+sverre+aamodt%22&source=bl&ots=ETZHZxIENJ&sig=ACfU3U2VEBAGrIXKyJ95h3oH0GHyaTNtIw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjik6ri5cnlAhVFPK0KHbgKDBIQ6AEwAXoECAkQAQ#v=onepage&q=%22olaf%20sverre%20aamodt%22&f=false
https://books.google.com/books?id=qBdCBCNxY4MC&pg=PA21&lpg=PA21&dq=%22olaf+sverre+aamodt%22&source=bl&ots=ETZHZxIENJ&sig=ACfU3U2VEBAGrIXKyJ95h3oH0GHyaTNtIw&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjik6ri5cnlAhVFPK0KHbgKDBIQ6AEwAXoECAkQAQ#v=onepage&q=%22olaf%20sverre%20aamodt%22&f=false
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https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q5PT-X23Z 

 

 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-W951-

1?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8C-VVXD 
 

Life: 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q5PT-X23Z
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-W951-1?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8C-VVXD
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CS1M-W951-1?cc=2968245&personaUrl=%2Fark%3A%2F61903%2F1%3A1%3AQP8C-VVXD
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[list continues] 

“Minneapolis Journal” Monday 11 Feb 1918 p 2 
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“White Earth (MN) Tomahawk” Thursday 19 Jul 1923 p 4 
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“Ithaca (NY) Journal” Wednesday 13 Jun 1932 p 13 
 

 
Tea hosted by Olaf’s wife Monica Jones Aamodt for his brother Thorfin’s bride Lucile 

Ofsthun – “Minneapolis Star Tribune” Friday 20 Nov 1925 p 12 
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“Minneapolis Journal” Thursday 19 Apr 1928 p 7 
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“Minneapolis Journal” Sunday 28 Oct 1928 p 31 

 

 
 

“Edmonton (Alberta, Canada) Bulletin” Saturday 27 May 1933 p 8 
 

 
“Edmonton (Alberta, Canada) Bulletin” Thursday 29 Jun 1933 p 8 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Wednesday 16 Jan 1935 p 1 & p 6 
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“Green Bay (WI) Press-Gazette” Monday 17 Jul 1939 p 4 
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“Madison (WI) Capital Times” Thursday 30 Jan 1941 p 11 
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“The Tennessean” (Nashville TN) Sunday 12 May 1946 p 19 

 



15 
 

 
“Columbus (GA) Ledger” Thursday 1 Apr 1948 p 14 
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“Santa Fe (NM) New Mexican” Thursday 21 Apr 1955 p 24 
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“Kentucky Post & Times-Star” (Covington KY) Tuesday 31 Dec 1957 p 2 
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Olaf Svarre Aamodt at left – “Lexington (KY) Herald-Leader” Wednesday 15 Jul 1959 p 1 
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“Frederick (MD) News” Thursday 20 Aug 1964 p 15 
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21 
 

 
First name in “Who’s Who in America” – “Knoxville (TN) News-Sentinel” Monday 27 Dec 

1943 p 6 
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“Baltimore (MD) Evening Sun” Friday 7 May 1954 p 32 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wife Lura Blair 
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Obituary of wife Lura Blair Aamodt - “Minneapolis (MN) Star Tribune” Friday 14 Oct 1921 p 

11 
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“Coconino (AZ) Sun” Friday 11 Nov 1921 p 7 

 
 

Wife Monica Evelyn Jones 
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Monica Evelyn Jones Aamodt – University of MN yearbook 1918 -  

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/tree/78834347/person/192219417036/media/56181950-b870-407f-9367-

395bf040050f 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/78834347/person/192219417036/media/56181950-b870-407f-9367-395bf040050f
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/78834347/person/192219417036/media/56181950-b870-407f-9367-395bf040050f
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/78834347/person/192219417036/media/56181950-b870-407f-9367-395bf040050f
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“Edmonton (Alberta, Canada) Bulletin” Tuesday 16 Jan 1934 p 6 

 
   
 

Son: by Lura Blair 
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Stillborn son born & died on the day his mother died - 

https://www.familysearch.org/tree/person/sources/GQJ5-7WP 
 
 
 

Children by Monica Evelyn Jones: 
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Daughter Phyllis Monica Aamodt Sabine - 

https://www.newspapers.com/image/868217682/?focus=0.38568708%2C0.020362472%
2C0.503753%2C0.21326211&xid=3398 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/150011971:1664 
 

 
“Wisconsin State Journal” (Madison WI) Wednesday 28 Dec 1949 p 8 
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“Edmonton (Alberta, Canada) Journal” Wednesday 28 Dec 1949 p 17 

 



32 
 

 
“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Wednesday 6 Sep 1950 p 32 
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https://obits.postandcourier.com/us/obituaries/charleston/name/phyllis-sabine-

obituary?id=18892783 
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“Washington (DC) Evening Star” Saturday 26 Jun 1948 p 5 
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“Great Bend (KS) Tribune” Tuesday 24 Nov 1959 p 8 
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https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/251144583:1788?tid=&pid=&queryId=722fb3c4b1d255cb2dc6eaf618e6044
4&_phsrc=cPx290&_phstart=successSource 

 
Father: 

 

 
His father August? – “St. Paul (MN) Globe” Wednesday 9 May 1988 p 7 

 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/251144583:1788?tid=&pid=&queryId=722fb3c4b1d255cb2dc6eaf618e60444&_phsrc=cPx290&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/251144583:1788?tid=&pid=&queryId=722fb3c4b1d255cb2dc6eaf618e60444&_phsrc=cPx290&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/251144583:1788?tid=&pid=&queryId=722fb3c4b1d255cb2dc6eaf618e60444&_phsrc=cPx290&_phstart=successSource
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[article continues] 

“St. Paul (MN) Globe” Saturday 18 Jul 1897 p 4 
 

Siblings: 
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Sister Ellen Louise Aamodt Kante (1890-1966) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-

viewer/tree/78834347/person/192411596073/media/33cae7ea-45c1-4e31-9a03-
a65d0d906f7a 

 

 
Sister Ruby Elisabeth Aamodt Odland (1898-1990) - https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-
viewer/collection/1030/tree/25282737/person/1631158460/media/d80e041d-4ff5-47ef-

9e00-2fdb8bf28e65?_phsrc=cPx248&_phstart=successSource 

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/78834347/person/192411596073/media/33cae7ea-45c1-4e31-9a03-a65d0d906f7a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/78834347/person/192411596073/media/33cae7ea-45c1-4e31-9a03-a65d0d906f7a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/tree/78834347/person/192411596073/media/33cae7ea-45c1-4e31-9a03-a65d0d906f7a
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/25282737/person/1631158460/media/d80e041d-4ff5-47ef-9e00-2fdb8bf28e65?_phsrc=cPx248&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/25282737/person/1631158460/media/d80e041d-4ff5-47ef-9e00-2fdb8bf28e65?_phsrc=cPx248&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/25282737/person/1631158460/media/d80e041d-4ff5-47ef-9e00-2fdb8bf28e65?_phsrc=cPx248&_phstart=successSource
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Obituary of brother Einar Edwin Aamodt (1902-1986) – “Chillicothe (OH) Gazette” Tuesday 

11 Mar 1896 p 2 
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Obituary of sister Etta Thorina Aarmodt Roberts (1904-1988) – “Minneapolis (MN) Star 

Tribune” Wednesday 29 Jun 1988 p 20 
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Birth of Etta Thorina Aamodt – “St. Paul (MN) Globe” Thursday 11 Aug 1904 p 11 

 
Abbreviations: 

b = born 
d = died 

F: = Find A Grave (www.findagrave.org) 
NOK = next-of-kin 

 
 
 

 
Name: Olaf Sverre Aamodt 
Name variations: Olaf R. Aamodt (Schwartz) 
Military: 
On Tuscania: 20th Engineers 16 Co. (D) – private 
Serial number: 250,247 
Entered service from: MN, St. Paul, Ramsey 
Sailed on “Tuscania” as: Olaf S. Aamodt 
Next-of-kin on “Tuscania”: mother Mrs. J. Aamodt, 2309 Pirscilla [sic/Priscilla] St., St. Paul MN 
[but believe she was dead by then] 
Returned from war on: “Santa Paula” May 1919 
Next-of-kin on return ship, sailed under name: Olaf S. Aamodt - NOK sister Mrs. Ellen Kanten, 
Milan MN (cook, 20th Engr Forestry) 
World War I draft registration (1917): as Olaf Sverrer Aamodt - b. 9 Aug 1892 St. Paul MN, 
res: 857 Albemarle, St. Paul MN. Single. Support with brother of mother. Serial [sic/cereal] 
investigator, US Government, St. Paul MN. Medium height & build. 
National Tuscania Survivors Association 1939 roster: University of Wisconsin, Madison WI 
(as O. S. Aamodt) 
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World War II draft registration (1942): as Olaf Sverre Aamodt - b. 9 Aug 1892 St. Paul MN; res: 
4306 Woodbury St., University Park, Hyattsville MD. NOK US Department of Agriculture, 
Washington DC. “scar on chin” Height: 5’6” – 170 lbs. 
 
Veterans Administration Military Index: 
Enlisted 14 Dec 1917 
Discharged 30 Jun 1919 
Address: 1469 Hythe St., St. Paul MN 
Rank/unit: cook, Det of Patients 
 
Birth & death: 
Born: 9 Aug 1892 St. Paul, Ramsey MN 
Died: 6 Jun 1991 Ventura, Monterey CA 
Find A Grave record: not located 
Burial location: not located 
Cemetery: not located 
Headstone: not located 
 
Father: August Arneson Aamodt, 6 Jan 1858 Norway – 25 Oct 1908 St. Paul, Ramsey MN. 
Son of Arne Torkelson & Ellen Simonsdotter. 
Find A Grave: 
 
Mother: Guro/Julia Hansen/Hagen (in children’s records) but Hagess onMN death 
certificate) Aamodt, b. 21 Oct 1856 Norway, d. 6 Apr 1918 St. Paul, Ramsey MN 
Find A Grave: 
Parents’ marriage: 
 
Spouse:  Lura Blair Aamodt, May 1894 Stockton, San Joaquin CA - 11 Oct 1921 
Minneapolis, Hennepin MN. Daughter of Charles Christian Blair & Mary E. Williams. She 
was a teacher at the Normal school in San Francisco CA, then a reconstruction aide during 
WWI at Fort Bayard & as a teacher in Flagstaff AZ. Lura & Olof met while she was a nurse 
while he was a patient there in the Army hospital, transferred from a hospital in France. 
They had lived in MN about a year in MN (at 2362 Pierce Ave., Minneapolis MN) when she 
died at age 27. Lura’s death was likely linked to childbirth, as their stillborn son was 
delivered the day Lura died. Buried in Cypress Lawn Memorial Park, Colma, San Mateo CA. 
Spouse Find A Grave: 114790124 
Marriage: 
 
Spouse: Monica Evelyn Jones Aamodt, 20 Dec 1896 Charles City, Floyd IA - 29 Oct 1978 
Monterey Co. CA. Daughter of James W. Jones (1871-1903) & Isabel Monica FitzGerald 
(1867-1950). Was in home economics department of University of Minnesota, resigning in 
1928. 
Find A Grave: 
Marriage:  27 Oct 1923 St. Paul, Ramsey MN 
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Son: by Lura Blair 

• Stillborn male Aamodt, b. & d. 11 Oct 1921 Minneapolis, Hennepin Mn, the day his 
mother Lura Blair Aamodt also died.  

 
Children: 

• Phyllis Monica Aamodt Sabine, 28 Oct 1929 Edmonton, Alberta, Canada - 14 Jan 
2015 Summerville, Dorchester SC.  Married John Barton Sabine (13 Jan 1928 
Bethesda MD – 2 Sep 2012 Charleston SC) on 9 Sep 1950 in Hyattsville, Prince 
George’s MD.  

• Joan Aamodt Issari, 23 Nov 1931 –   Joan married M. Ali Issari in Indonesia in Nov 
1959, when her parents resided there. Her sister Phyllis flew from Lyons, Rice KS to 
attend the ceremony. At the time of their marriage, Ali was the official photographer 
of the Shah of Iran. He published several books. They were married in both an 
Islamic & Christian ceremony. The couple resided in Newbury Park CA. Dr. Issari, b. 
3 Oct 1921 Esfahan, Iran, died 15 Sep 2019 in Los Angeles Co. CA.  

 
Siblings (all b. MN): 

• Arne Wergeland Aamodt, 5 Dec 1886 St. Paul, Ramsey MN – Oct 1975 Tucson, Pima 
AZ. Married Carrie B. Brown (1899-1988) on 6 Aug 1926 in Duluth, St. Louis MN. – 
Married 29 Jun 1937 in Brown Co. SD to Viva Josephine (“Bessie”) Stephenson 
(1896-1984, F: 108107933). Buried in East Lawn Palms Cemetery & Mortuary, 
Tucson, Pima AZ. F; 165291472 

• Carl Gracchus [Graschus] Aamodt, 27 Aug 1888 St. Paul, Ramsey MN - 15 Jan 1975 
San Diego, San Diego CA. Married Mildred C. Erickson (1898-1973, F; 189413859). 
Married Mabel Addie Seymour (1890-1980, F: 94507331).  Buried in Greenwood 
Memorial Park, San Diego, San Diego CA. F; 189301006 

• Ellen Louise Aamodt Kanten, 9 Oct 1890 St. Paul, Ramsey MN – 25 Sep 1966 Lac qui 
Parle Co. MN. Married Ole C. [or Ingeman] Kanten (1884-1972, F: 42016851) on 20 
Sep 1916. Buried in Big Bend Lutheran Church Cemetery, Milan, Chippewa MN. F; 
42016774 

• Ruby Elizabeth Aamodt Odland, 12 Feb 1898 St. Paul, Ramsey MN – 8 Jul 1990 RI. 
Married Dr. Theodore Eugene Odland (1892-1981, F: 131330624) on 18 Sep 1920 in 
Chippewa Co. MN.  Buried in Old Fernwood Cemetery, South Kingstown, 
Washington Co. RI. 131330615 

• Thorfin (Torfine, Torfine) Lavard (Leonard/Lavarde) Aamodt, 20 Jun 1900 St. Paul, 
Ramsey MN – 2 Aug 1989 Gulf Breeze, Santa Rosa FL. Married Lucile Marguerite 
Ofsthun (1903-1984, F: 228338271). Buried in Glenwood Lutheran Cemetery, 
Glenwood, Pope MN. F: 228338300 

• Einar Edwin Aamodt, 30 May 1902 St. Paul, Ramsey MN – 10 Mar 1986 Chillicothe, 
Ross OH. Married on 28 Nov 1927 to Wanda Bednarchek (1910-1967, F: 77692835). 
Buried in St. Thomas Catholic Cemetery, Ann Arbor, Washtenaw MI. F; 77692912 
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• Etta Thorina Aamodt Roberts, 4 Aug 1904 Ramsey Co. MN - 26 Jun 1988 Monterey, 
Monterey Co. CA. Married 26 Jan 1934 in Washington DC to Ray Carlton Roberts 
(1901-1972).  

 
Notes:  
Not only the 1st name on the Tuscania list, but his is the first name in "Who's Who in America" 
1949, noted the "Wilmington Daily Press Journal" 12 Apr 1949 p 4.  
 
Wartime: 
 
Post-war: 
“Madison (WI) Capital Times” 30 Jan 1941 p 11 – 23rd annual NTSA convention, delegate 
who came the furthest was Professor Olaf S. Aamodt, former chairman of the agronomy 
department at the University of Wisconsin, now with the US Department of Agriculture in 
Washington DC 
 
"Wisconsin Rapids (WI) Daily Tribune" 9 Feb 1942 p 10 - NTSA reunion there, delegate who 
came the farthest distance was O.S. Aamodt, Washington DC, former agronomist at the U of WI 
& now with the federal govt. 
 
Obituary: 
 
Social Security Number: 218-38-7029 
 
Censuses: 
 
1895 MN state census – St. Paul, Ramsey MN – 930 Jessamine 
Aug. A. Aamodt, 37 Norway 
Julia, 37 Norway 
Irne, ? MN 
Carl, 7 MN 
Ellen, 5 MN 
Olf, 3 MN 
Hans, 24 Norway 
 
1900 St. Paul, Ramsey MN - 930 Jessamine 
Aug. A. Aamodt, 43 Norway Jan 1857, parents b. Norway, emigrated 1884, in US 16 years, 
naturalized, car repairer [i.e. for railroad cars] 
Julia, 43 Norway, Oct 1856, parents b. Norway, gave birth to 5 children, 5 are living 
Erne E. 13 MN Dec 1886, at school 
Karl, 10? 9? (blurry)MN, Aug 1890, at school (but sister listed as born Oct 1980) 
Ellen, 9 MN, Oct 1890, at school 
Olaf, 7 MN, Aug 1882, at school 
Ruby, 2 MN, Jan 1898 
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1905 MN state census – St. Paul, Ramsey MN – Jessamine St. 
August Aamodt, 48 Norway, parents b. Norway, car repairer, railway 
Julia, 48 Norway, parents b. Norway, house wife 
Arne, 18 MN, clerk, railway office 
Karl, 16 MN, student, high school 
Ellen, 14 MN 
Olaf, 12 MN  
Ruby, 7 MN 
 
1910 St. Paul, Ramsey MN - 857 Albemarle St. 
Julia, 52 Norway, widow, married 25 years, parents b. Norway, emigrated 1881, gave birth 
to 8 children, 8 are living 
Arne W., 22 MN, single, student 
Carl G., 21 MN, laborer, city school 
Ellen L., 19 MN, apprentice dressmaker 
Ruby E., 12 MN 
Torfin L., 9 MN 
Iner E., 8 MN 
Etta T., 6 MN 
Olof, 17 MN, student 
[for the children, both parents b. Norway] 
 
1920 Fort Bayard, Grant Co. NM – line 42 
Olof S. Aamodt, 27 MN, single, parents b. Norway, private, soldier in US Army, in US 
General Hospital 
 
1930 likely in Edmont, Alberta, Canada 
 
1940 could not locate 
 
1950 University Park, Prince George’s MD – 4306 Woodbury St. 
Olof S. Aamodt, 58 MN, animal husbandry, Department of Agriculture 
Monica J., 53 IA 
Isabelle Jones, 82 NY [mother-in-law] 
 


